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Withdraw I 485 Before Interview: What You Need to Know

Withdraw I 485 before interview is a topic that many applicants face when
navigating the complex process of adjusting their status in the United
States. The Form I-485, Application to Register Permanent Residence or Adjust
Status, is a critical step for many who seek lawful permanent residency.
Sometimes, circumstances arise that make withdrawing the application before
the scheduled interview necessary or advisable. Understanding the
implications, procedures, and consequences of withdrawing your I-485
application before the interview can save you from unnecessary complications
down the line.

Understanding the I-485 Application Process

Before diving into the specifics of withdrawing an I-485 application, it’s
important to grasp the general process. The I-485 is filed by individuals
already in the U.S. who wish to adjust their status to that of a lawful
permanent resident (green card holder). After submitting the application
along with supporting documents, applicants typically receive a receipt
notice followed by a biometric services appointment.

Eventually, USCIS schedules an interview, which is a key step in the
adjudication process. During the interview, an officer reviews your
application, asks questions, and verifies your eligibility for adjustment of
status. The outcome of this interview often determines whether your green
card application will be approved.

Reasons to Withdraw I 485 Before Interview

There are several scenarios in which an applicant might consider withdrawing
their I-485 application before the interview takes place:

1. Change in Personal Circumstances
Life can be unpredictable. Perhaps you’ve experienced a change in your
relationship status, such as a divorce or separation, which affects your
eligibility. Or maybe your employment situation has changed drastically,
impacting the basis of your application.

2. Discovering Errors or Inaccuracies
If you realize that the information provided in your application was
incorrect, incomplete, or misleading, withdrawing before the interview allows
you to correct those errors and potentially reapply with a stronger case.



3. Pursuing Other Immigration Options
Sometimes, applicants find more suitable immigration pathways, such as
employer sponsorship or family petitions, that better align with their goals.
Withdrawing your I-485 might be a strategic move to avoid complications or
double filings.

4. Concerns Over Eligibility or Background Issues
If you become aware of issues that could lead to denial, such as
inadmissibility due to previous immigration violations or criminal records,
withdrawing might prevent a formal denial on your record.

How to Withdraw I 485 Before Interview

Withdrawing your I-485 application is not an automatic process—you must
formally notify USCIS. Here’s how you can go about it:

Step 1: Prepare a Written Request
Write a clear letter addressed to the USCIS office handling your case. The
letter should include:

Your full name and Alien Registration Number (A-Number)

Receipt number of your I-485 application

A statement explicitly requesting withdrawal of your Form I-485
application

Your signature and date

This letter serves as your official notification of withdrawal.

Step 2: Send the Withdrawal Request
Mail your withdrawal letter to the USCIS service center or field office where
your application is pending. Using certified mail or a courier service with
tracking is advisable to confirm receipt.

Step 3: Follow Up
After submitting the withdrawal request, keep an eye out for any
correspondence from USCIS confirming the withdrawal. If you don’t receive
confirmation within a reasonable timeframe, consider contacting USCIS
directly.



Implications of Withdrawing I-485 Before
Interview

Withdrawing your application before the interview has several consequences
you should be aware of:

Loss of Filing Fees
USCIS does not refund any fees paid for filing the I-485 or biometric
services. Once withdrawn, those fees are forfeited regardless of the stage of
your application.

Impact on Immigration Status
If you withdraw your I-485 and do not have another valid status in the U.S.,
you could become out of status. It’s crucial to understand your current
immigration status and plan accordingly.

Effect on Future Applications
Withdrawing your application does not prevent you from reapplying in the
future, but it may raise questions about your immigration intentions.
Transparency and consistency are important in subsequent filings.

No Negative Record of Denial
One advantage of withdrawing before USCIS issues a denial is that you avoid
having a formal denial on your immigration record, which can be beneficial
for future applications.

Tips for Applicants Considering Withdrawal

If you’re contemplating withdrawing your I-485 application before the
interview, keep these tips in mind:

Consult an Immigration Attorney: Given the complexity of immigration
law, professional guidance can help you assess the best course of
action.

Evaluate Your Status: Ensure you maintain lawful status in the U.S.
after withdrawal to avoid accruing unlawful presence.

Consider Timing: If a denial seems likely, withdrawing early might be
preferable; however, sometimes waiting for a formal decision could offer
appeal options.

Keep Records: Retain copies of all correspondence with USCIS for your
records and future reference.

Prepare for Reapplication: If you plan to reapply, use the time to



strengthen your case and gather additional supporting evidence.

Alternatives to Withdrawing Your I-485
Application

Before deciding to withdraw, explore other options that might better suit
your situation:

Request for Continuance
If you need more time to prepare for your interview due to extenuating
circumstances, you can request a continuance rather than withdrawing
entirely.

Filing a Motion to Reopen or Reconsider
In cases where you believe an error has been made in your application review,
you might file a motion instead of withdrawing.

Amend or Supplement Your Application
Sometimes, submitting additional evidence or correcting errors through a
supplement can address issues without needing to withdraw.

Understanding the Interview Cancellation
Process

If you withdraw your I-485 application before the scheduled interview, USCIS
will typically cancel the interview appointment. It is advisable to notify
USCIS promptly to avoid unnecessary processing and to free up the interview
slot for other applicants.

Applicants should confirm cancellation by monitoring their case status or
contacting USCIS directly. Keeping clear communication lines open can prevent
confusion and ensure a smooth withdrawal process.

Navigating immigration paperwork is often a challenging endeavor. Knowing
when and how to withdraw your I-485 before the interview can empower you to
make informed decisions aligned with your personal and immigration goals.
Whether due to changes in eligibility, personal circumstances, or strategic
considerations, handling withdrawal thoughtfully is key to maintaining
control over your immigration journey.

Frequently Asked Questions



Can I withdraw my I-485 application before the
interview?

Yes, you can withdraw your I-485 application before the interview by
submitting a written request to USCIS indicating your intention to withdraw.

What is the process to withdraw I-485 before the
interview?

To withdraw your I-485 before the interview, you need to send a written
letter to the USCIS office handling your case, including your full name,
receipt number, and a clear statement that you wish to withdraw your
application.

Will withdrawing my I-485 before the interview affect
my immigration status?

Withdrawing your I-485 means you are no longer pursuing adjustment of status,
which could affect your immigration status if you do not have another valid
status or pending application.

Can I receive a refund of fees if I withdraw my I-485
before the interview?

Generally, USCIS does not refund filing fees for I-485 applications, even if
you withdraw before the interview.

How long does it take for USCIS to process an I-485
withdrawal request before the interview?

Processing times vary, but USCIS typically acknowledges withdrawal requests
within a few weeks; however, the withdrawal becomes effective once USCIS
updates their records.

Will USCIS send a confirmation after I withdraw my
I-485 application?

USCIS may send a notice confirming that your I-485 application has been
withdrawn or administratively closed.

Can I file a new I-485 after withdrawing my previous
one before the interview?

Yes, you can file a new I-485 application after withdrawing the previous one,
provided you are still eligible and meet all filing requirements.

Should I consult an immigration attorney before
withdrawing my I-485 before the interview?

It is highly recommended to consult an immigration attorney before
withdrawing your I-485 to understand the consequences and explore other
options.



Additional Resources
Withdraw I 485 Before Interview: What You Need to Know

Withdraw i 485 before interview is a topic of significant concern for many
foreign nationals navigating the U.S. immigration process. Form I-485, also
known as the Application to Register Permanent Residence or Adjust Status, is
a critical step for those seeking a green card while already present in the
United States. However, circumstances may arise that prompt applicants to
consider withdrawing their I-485 petitions before the scheduled interview.
Understanding the implications, procedures, and potential outcomes associated
with withdrawing an I-485 application prior to the interview stage is
essential for making informed decisions and avoiding unintended consequences.

Understanding the I-485 Application Process

The I-485 adjustment of status application is a pivotal component of the U.S.
immigration system, allowing eligible individuals to transition from a non-
immigrant status to lawful permanent resident status without leaving the
country. Once the application is filed, USCIS schedules an interview to
evaluate the applicant's eligibility, verify documentation, and address any
concerns. The interview is often the final hurdle before approval.

Before this interview occurs, some applicants may decide to withdraw their
I-485 petitions for various reasons, including changes in personal
circumstances, eligibility concerns, or strategic legal considerations. The
decision to withdraw is not trivial and warrants a thorough examination of
the consequences and procedural requirements.

Why Consider Withdrawing I-485 Before
Interview?

Withdrawing an I-485 application prior to the interview can be influenced by
multiple factors. These include but are not limited to:

Change in Eligibility or Circumstances

Applicants might discover that they no longer meet the eligibility criteria
for adjustment of status. This could be due to changes in employment, family
status, or a new inadmissibility issue. In such cases, withdrawing the
application before the interview prevents USCIS from investing further
resources and potentially issuing a denial.

Legal Strategy and Immigration Advice

Immigration attorneys may advise clients to withdraw their applications to
avoid accruing negative records or to file a new petition with more robust
evidence. For example, if an applicant’s current petition lacks sufficient
documentation or if a better immigration pathway emerges, withdrawing the



I-485 and refiling could be more advantageous.

Concerns Over Interview Preparedness

Some applicants may feel unprepared for the interview due to incomplete
paperwork, changes in address, or other logistical hurdles. Withdrawing the
application temporarily to regroup and resubmit might appear as a practical
solution.

Procedure for Withdrawing I-485 Application
Before Interview

USCIS does not provide a standardized form specifically for withdrawal
requests of I-485 applications. Instead, the withdrawal process generally
involves submitting a written request directly to the USCIS office handling
the application. This request should include:

The applicant’s full name and date of birth

Receipt number of the I-485 application

A clear statement expressing the intent to withdraw the application

Signature of the applicant or their authorized representative

It is advisable to send the withdrawal request via certified mail or a
traceable courier service to ensure delivery confirmation. Additionally,
applicants should retain copies of all correspondence for their records.

Timing and Confirmation

Withdrawal requests are ideally submitted well in advance of the interview
date. Once USCIS processes the withdrawal, they typically send a written
confirmation. It is important to note that until USCIS acknowledges the
withdrawal, the application remains active, and the applicant should prepare
for the interview unless explicitly notified otherwise.

Implications of Withdrawing I-485 Before
Interview

Withdrawing an I-485 application before the interview carries several
implications that applicants must carefully evaluate.



Impact on Immigration Status

The I-485 application is closely tied to the applicant’s legal presence and
status in the U.S. While the application is pending, many applicants benefit
from employment authorization and travel privileges. Upon withdrawal, these
benefits generally cease, potentially affecting the applicant’s ability to
work or travel lawfully.

Future Filings and Reapplication

Withdrawal does not preclude an applicant from filing a new I-485 petition in
the future. However, USCIS may scrutinize subsequent applications more
closely, especially if the previous withdrawal was unexplained or appeared
strategic. It is crucial to ensure that all eligibility criteria are met at
the time of reapplication.

Application Fees and Refunds

USCIS fees associated with the I-485 application are non-refundable.
Applicants who withdraw before the interview will not receive refunds for
filing fees, biometrics, or other associated costs. Understanding this
financial aspect is essential to avoid surprises.

Comparing Withdrawal vs. Denial Outcomes

Some applicants might hesitate to withdraw their application, fearing the
consequences of a denial if they proceed with the interview. It is important
to understand the differences:

Withdrawal: The application is voluntarily terminated before
adjudication. This often avoids a formal denial on the record, which can
be beneficial for future filings.

Denial: USCIS formally rejects the application after the interview or
review, potentially impacting future immigration benefits and possibly
triggering removal proceedings.

From a strategic standpoint, withdrawal before interview can be a less
damaging option than receiving a denial, provided the applicant has valid
reasons and legal guidance.

Expert Recommendations for Applicants
Considering Withdrawal

Before deciding to withdraw an I-485 application prior to the interview,
applicants should consider the following recommendations:



Consult an Immigration Attorney: Expert legal advice can clarify options1.
and consequences specific to the applicant’s circumstances.

Evaluate Alternatives: Sometimes postponing an interview, filing a2.
motion to reopen, or submitting additional evidence may be preferable to
withdrawal.

Understand Timing: Withdrawal after the interview has been scheduled but3.
before it takes place requires prompt action to avoid complications.

Prepare Documentation: Ensure that the withdrawal request includes all4.
necessary identification and receipt information to prevent processing
delays.

Conclusion

Navigating the complexities of withdrawing an I-485 application before the
interview requires careful consideration of procedural, legal, and personal
factors. While withdrawal can be a strategic choice to avoid denial or
correct application issues, it also carries implications for employment
authorization, travel, and future immigration prospects. Applicants are
strongly encouraged to seek professional guidance and weigh all options
before making a decision. Understanding the nuances involved in this process
empowers applicants to manage their immigration journey more effectively and
with greater confidence.
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