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THe GREAT INFLUENZA RHETORICAL ANALYSIS: UNPACKING THE L ANGUAGE OF A HISTORIC PANDEMIC

THE GREAT INFLUENZA RHETORICAL ANALYSIS INVITES US TO EXPLORE HOW LANGUAGE SHAPED PUBLIC PERCEPTION DURING ONE
OF THE DEADLIEST PANDEMICS IN HISTORY. THE 19 18 INFLUENZA OUTBREAK, COMMONLY KNOWN AS THE SPANISH FLU, SWEPT
ACROSS THE GLOBE WITH DEVASTATING CONSEQUENCES, INFECTING AN ESTIMATED ONE-THIRD OF THE WORLD’S POPULATION.
BUT BEYOND THE STAGGERING STATISTICS, THE WAY THIS CRISIS WAS COMMUNICATED—THROUGH SPEECHES, NEWSPAPERS,
PUBLIC HEALTH ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND PERSONAL LETTERS——OFFERS RICH MATERIAL FOR RHETORICAL STUDY. UUNDERSTANDING
THE RHETORIC SURROUNDING THE GREAT INFLUENZA NOT ONLY SHEDS LIGHT ON PAST PUBLIC HEALTH COMMUNICATION BUT ALSO
PROVIDES VALUABLE LESSONS FOR TODAY’S PANDEMIC MESSAGING.

THe HisTorIicAL CONTEXT OF GREAT INFLUENZA RHETORIC

BEFORE DIVING INTO THE RHETORICAL ANALYSIS, IT’S CRUCIAL TO GRASP THE HISTORICAL BACKDROP OF THE 19 18 INFLUENZA
PANDEMIC. OCCURRING DURING THE FINAL YEAR OF W/ ORLD W/ AR |, THE WORLD WAS ALREADY ENGULFED IN TURMOIL, FEAR, AND
UNCERTAINTY. GOVERNMENTS AND MEDIA OUTLETS OFTEN DOWNPLAYED OR CENSORED INFORMATION ABOUT THE FLU TO
MAINTAIN MORALE AND SUPPORT FOR THE WAR EFFORT. THIS CONTEXT HEAVILY INFLUENCED THE LANGUAGE USED TO DESCRIBE
THE PANDEMIC, AFFECTING PUBLIC AWARENESS AND RESPONSE.

THe RoLE oF MeDIA AND GOVERNMENT MESSAGING

THE MEDIA’S PORTRAYAL OF THE GREAT INFLUENZA WAS MARKED BY CAUTIOUS LANGUAGE AND EUPHEMISMS. NEWSPAPERS

FREQUENTLY REFERRED TO IT AS THE “SPANISH FLU,” A MISNOMER THAT ORIGINATED BECAUSE SPAINI A NEUTRAL COUNTRY
DURING THE WAR, REPORTED THE OUTBREAK FREELY WHILE OTHER NATIONS SUPPRESSED NEWS. THIS NAMING CHOICE ITSELF

CARRIES RHETORICAL SIGNIFICANCE—IT ASSIGNED BLAME INDIRECTLY AND FRAMED THE DISEASE IN A \WAY THAT DISTANCED

OTHER COUNTRIES FROM RESPONSIBILITY.

GOVERNMENT COMMUNICATIONS OFTEN EMPLOYED REASSURING TONES TO PREVENT PANIC. PUBLIC HEALTH OFFICIALS USED
RHETORIC EMPHASIZING INDIVIDUAL RESPONSIBILITY AND COMMUNAL DUTY, URGING CITIZENS TO WEAR MASKS, AVOID CROWDS,
AND PRACTICE HYGIENE. THE LANGUAGE COMBINED APPEALS TO ETHOS (AUTHORITY OF EXPERTS), PATHOS (CONCERN FOR
LOVED ONES)I AND LOGOS (SCIENTIFIC ADVICE)I CRAFTING A PERSUASIVE MESSAGE AIMED AT BEHAVIOR CHANGE.

ANALYZING KEY RHETORICAL STRATEGIES IN THE GREAT INFLUENZA
DiscouURrSE

W/HEN ANALYZING THE RHETORIC OF THE GREAT INFLUENZA, SEVERAL STRATEGIES STAND OUT, REVEALING HOW LANGUAGE WAS
USED TO INFORM, PERSUADE, AND SOMETIMES MANIPULATE PUBLIC SENTIMENT.

UsEe oF METAPHOR AND IMAGERY

METAPHORS PLAYED A CRITICAL ROLE IN SHAPING PUBLIC UNDERSTANDING. THE INFLUENZA \WAS OFTEN DESCRIBED AS AN
“INVISIBLE ENEMY” OR A “WARRIOR ON THE BATTLEFIELD,” DRAWING PARALLELS TO THE ONGOING W ORLD W AR |. THESE
METAPHORS HELPED PEOPLE CONCEPTUALIZE THE VIRUS AS A FORMIDABLE ADVERSARY BUT ALSO FRAMED THE RESPONSE AS A
COLLECTIVE FIGHT. SUCH IMAGERY REINFORCED UNITY AND RESILIENCE, VITAL FOR PUBLIC MORALE.



APPEALS TO FEAR AND HoPE

RHETORIC DURING THE PANDEMIC FREQUENTLY BALANCED FEAR WITH HOPE. FEAR APPEALS HIGHLIGHTED THE DEADLY NATURE OF
THE VIRUS, THE RAPID SPREAD, AND TRAGIC PERSONAL STORIES TO PROMPT VIGILANCE. AT THE SAME TIME, MESSAGES
INCORPORATED HOPE, EMPHASIZING THAT THROUGH PROPER BEHAVIOR AND MEDICAL SCIENCE, THE SPREAD COULD BE
CONTROLLED. THIS DUALITY WAS ESSENTIAL IN MOTIVATING COMPLIANCE WITHOUT CAUSING DESPAIR.

AUTHORITY AND CREDIBILITY IN MESSAGING

PUBLIC HEALTH OFFICIALS AND SCIENTISTS WERE POSITIONED AS CREDIBLE SOURCES, THEIR VOICES AMPLIFIED THROUGH
NEWSPAPERS AND OFFICIAL BULLETINS. THE RHETORIC OFTEN INCLUDED TECHNICAL TERMINOLOGY ALONGSIDE PLAIN LANGUAGE
TO BUILD TRUST AND DEMONSTRATE EXPERTISE. THIS BLEND HELPED BRIDGE THE GAP BETWEEN SCIENTIFIC KNOWLEDGE AND
EVERYDAY UNDERSTANDING, MAKING GUIDANCE MORE ACCESSIBLE.

LESSONS FROM THE GREAT INFLUENZA RHETORICAL ANALYSIS FOR MODERN
PusLic HEALTH COMMUNICATION

STUDYING THE RHETORIC OF THE 19 18 PANDEMIC OFFERS TIMELESS INSIGHTS THAT REMAIN RELEVANT IN TODAY’S CONTEXT,
ESPECIALLY IN LIGHT OF RECENT GLOBAL HEALTH CRISES.

THE IMPORTANCE OF TRANSPARENCY AND CLARITY

ONE OF THE PITFALLS DURING THE GREAT INFLUENZA WAS THE SUPPRESSION OF INFORMATION, WHICH SOWED CONFUSION AND
MISTRUST. MODERN COMMUNICATORS CAN LEARN THAT TRANSPARENT, CLEAR, AND CONSISTENT MESSAGING FOSTERS PUBLIC
TRUST AND COMPLIANCE. AVOIDING EUPHEMISMS AND PROVIDING STRAIGHTFORWARD UPDATES HELP PEOPLE GRASP THE
SEVERITY AND NECESSARY PRECAUTIONS.

BALANCING EMOTIONAL APPEALS

EFFECTIVE RHETORIC LEVERAGES EMOTIONAL APPEALS BUT MUST BALANCE FEAR WITH EMPOWERMENT. OVERWHELMING FEAR CAN
PARALYZE ACTION OR PROVOKE BACKLASH, WHILE TOO MUCH OPTIMISM MAY BREED COMPLACENCY. CRAFTING MESSAGES THAT
ACKNOWLEDGE RISKS WHILE HIGHLIGHTING COLLECTIVE EFFICACY ENCOURAGES PROACTIVE BEHAVIOR.

UTiLizING Diverse COMMUNICATION CHANNELS

IN 1918, NEWSPAPERS AND PUBLIC BULLETINS WERE PRIMARY SOURCES OF INFORMATION. TODAY, THE COMMUNICATION
LANDSCAPE IS VASTLY MORE COMPLEX, WITH SOCIAL MEDIA, TELEVISION, AND DIGITAL PLATFORMS PLAYING MAJOR ROLES. THE
GREAT INFLUENZA RHETORICAL ANALYSIS UNDERSCORES THE NEED TO TAILOR MESSAGES TO DIFFERENT AUDIENCES AND
PLATFORMS, ENSURING ACCESSIBILITY AND RESONANCE.

RHETORICAL DEVICES THAT SHAPED PUBLIC RESPONSE

TO FURTHER APPRECIATE THE DEPTH OF THE GREAT INFLUENZA RHETORICAL ANALYSIS, IT’S HELPFUL TO IDENTIFY SPECIFIC
RHETORICAL DEVICES FREQUENTLY EMPLOYED DURING THE PANDEMIC.



® REPETITION: REINFORCING KEY MESSAGES SUCH AS “WEAR A MASK” OR “AVOID LARGE GATHERINGS” INCREASED THEIR
MEMORABILITY AND URGENCY.

¢ PARALLELISM: PHRASES STRUCTURED SIMILARLY, LIKE “WASH YOUR HANDS, COVER YOUR COUGH, STAY HOME,”
CREATED RHYTHMIC, EASY-TO-FOLLOW ADVICE.

® PERSONIFICATION: ASSIGNING HUMAN TRAITS TO THE VIRUS (E.G., CALLING IT A “SILENT KILLER”) MADE THE THREAT
MORE TANGIBLE AND EMOTIONALLY IMPACTFUL.

® ETHOS: HIGHLIGHTING THE EXPERTISE OF DOCTORS AND SCIENTISTS ESTABLISHED TRUSTWORTHINESS.

® PATHOS: SHARING STORIES OF AFFECTED FAMILIES ELICITED EMPATHY AND CONCERN.

THESE DEVICES WORKED IN TANDEM TO CREATE PERSUASIVE PUBLIC HEALTH CAMPAIGNS, EVEN UNDER CHALLENGING
CIRCUMSTANCES.

CHALLENGES IN THE RHETORICAL LANDSCAPE OF THE TIME

DESPITE THESE STRATEGIES, THE RHETORIC WAS NOT WITHOUT FLAWS. INCONSISTENT MESSAGING, POLITICAL INTERFERENCE
AND CENSORSHIP COMPLICATED THE PUBLIC’S UNDERSTANDING. SOME COMMUNITIES RECEIVED LESS INFORMATION OR WERE
STIGMATIZED, WHICH AMPLIFIED FEAR AND MISINFORMATION. ANALYZING THESE CHALLENGES HELPS US APPRECIATE THE
COMPLEXITY OF EFFECTIVE COMMUNICATION DURING CRISES.

’

APPLYING THE GREAT INFLUENZA RHETORICAL ANALYSIS TODAY

REFLECTING ON THE RHETORIC OF THE 19 18 PANDEMIC HIGHLIGHTS THE ENDURING POWER OF LANGUAGE IN SHAPING HEALTH
OUTCOMES. FOoRr COMMUNICATORS, POLICYMAKERS, AND EDUCATORS, EMBRACING THE LESSONS OF THE GREAT INFLUENZA MEANS
PRIORITIZING HONEST, EMPATHETIC, AND CLEAR MESSAGING. IT ALSO INVOLVES RECOGNIZING THE SOCIAL AND POLITICAL FORCES
THAT INFLUENCE COMMUNICATION AND STRIVING TO OVERCOME BARRIERS THAT HINDER PUBLIC UNDERSTANDING.

IN SUM, THE GREAT INFLUENZA RHETORICAL ANALYSIS DOES MORE THAN DISSECT HISTORICAL TEXTS, IT CONNECTS PAST
EXPERIENCES TO CONTEMPORARY NEEDS, REMINDING US THAT IN TIMES OF CRISIS, WORDS CAN BE AS VITAL AS MEDICINE.

FREQUENTLY ASKeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT IS THE PRIMARY RHETORICAL PURPOSE OF JOHN M. BARRY'S ‘THE GREAT
INFLUENZA' P

THE PRIMARY RHETORICAL PURPOSE OF JOHN M. BARRY'S 'THE GREAT INFLUENZA' IS TO INFORM AND PERSUADE READERS ABOUT
THE SEVERITY AND IMPACT OF THE 19 18 INFLUENZA PANDEMIC, HIGHLIGHTING THE FAILURES AND SUCCESSES IN PUBLIC HEALTH
RESPONSES.

How DoES BARRY USE ETHOS IN ‘THE GREAT INFLUENZA' TO ESTABLISH CREDIBILITY?

BARRY ESTABLISHES ETHOS BY DEMONSTRATING EXTENSIVE RESEARCH, CITING HISTORICAL DOCUMENTS, EXPERT TESTIMONIES,
AND SCIENTIFIC DATA, WHICH BUILDS TRUST AND AUTHORITY ON THE SUBJECT OF THE 1918 FLU PANDEMIC.



\WHAT ROLE DOES PATHOS PLAY IN BARRY'S RHETORICAL STRATEGY IN ‘THE GREAT
INFLUENZA'?

BARRY EMPLOYS PATHOS BY SHARING PERSONAL STORIES AND VIVID DESCRIPTIONS OF THE SUFFERING CAUSED BY THE
INFLUENZA , EVOKING EMPATHY AND EMOTIONAL ENGAGEMENT FROM THE AUDIENCE TO UNDERSCORE THE HUMAN COST OF THE
PANDEMIC.

How DOES THE USE OF LOGOS ENHANCE THE ARGUMENT IN ‘THE GREAT INFLUENZA'P

BARRY UTILIZES LOGOS THROUGH LOGICAL EXPLANATIONS, STATISTICAL EVIDENCE, AND DETAILED ACCOUNTS OF SCIENTIFIC
RESEARCH, WHICH STRENGTHEN THE ARGUMENT ABOUT THE INFLUENZA'S WIDESPREAD IMPACT AND THE IMPORTANCE OF EFFECTIVE
PUBLIC HEALTH MEASURES.

IN WHAT WAYS DOES ‘THE GREAT INFLUENZA' ADDRESS THE RHETORICAL CONTEXT OF
ITS TIME, ESPECIALLY IN RELATION TO CONTEMPORARY PANDEMICS?

THE BOOK DRAWS PARALLELS BETWEEN THE 19 18 PANDEMIC AND MODERN HEALTH CRISES, USING HISTORICAL ANALYSIS TO
COMMENT ON GOVERNMENT TRANSPARENCY, SCIENTIFIC CHALLENGES, AND SOCIETAL RESPONSES, MAKING ITS RHETORICAL
MESSAGE RELEVANT TO CONTEMPORARY DISCUSSIONS ABOUT PANDEMICS.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

THE GREAT INFLUENZA RHETORICAL ANALYSIS: UNPACKING HISTORICAL NARRATIVES AND PERSUASIVE TECHNIQUES

THE GREAT INFLUENZA RHETORICAL ANALYSIS INVITES A CRITICAL EXAMINATION OF HOW HISTORICAL NARRATIVES ABOUT THE
1918 INFLUENZA PANDEMIC HAVE BEEN CONSTRUCTED, COMMUNICATED, AND PRESERVED. AS A DEFINING GLOBAL HEALTH CRISIS,
THE GREAT INFLUENZA NOT ONLY RESHAPED PUBLIC HEALTH POLICIES BUT ALSO LEFT AN INDELIBLE MARK ON LITERATURE AND
COLLECTIVE MEMORY. ANALYZING THE RHETORIC SURROUNDING THIS PANDEMIC REVEALS ESSENTIAL INSIGHTS INTO THE
PERSUASIVE STRATEGIES, THEMATIC EMPHASES, AND NARRATIVE FRAMEW ORKS EMPLOYED BY HISTORIANS, JOURNALISTS, AND
AUTHORS SEEKING TO CONVEY ITS MAGNITUDE AND HUMAN COST.

THIS ARTICLE EMBARKS ON AN INVESTIGATIVE JOURNEY THROUGH THE RHETORICAL DEVICES, NARRATIVE STRUCTURES, AND
LANGUAGE CHOICES THAT CHARACTERIZE PROMINENT ACCOUNTS OF THE GREAT INFLUENZA. BY INTEGRATING A RHETORICAL
ANALYSIS WITH HISTORICAL CONTEXT AND LINGUISTIC OBSERVATIONS, WE UNCOVER HOW THESE TEXTS ENGAGE READERS,
EVOKE EMOTIONAL RESPONSES, AND FRAME PUBLIC UNDERSTANDING OF THE PANDEMIC’S SIGNIFICANCE. ADDITIONALLY, WE
EXPLORE HOW THE RHETORIC OF THE GREAT INFLUENZA COMPARES WITH CONTEMPORARY PANDEMIC DISCOURSE, OFFERING
RELEVANT LESSONS IN COMMUNICATION DURING HEALTH CRISES.

CONTEXTUALIZING THE GREAT INFLUENZA IN RHETORICAL TERMS

THE 19 18 INFLUENZA PANDEMIC, OFTEN REFERRED TO AS THE SPANISH FLU, RESULTED IN AN ESTIMATED 50 MILLION DEATHS
WORLDWIDE, MAKING IT ONE OF THE DEADLIEST PANDEMICS IN HUMAN HISTORY. RHETORICALLY, THE PANDEMIC’S NARRATIVE IS
SHAPED BY THE INTERPLAY OF ETHOS, PATHOS, AND LOGOS——APPEALS TO AUTHORITY, EMOTION, AND LOGIC—THAT INFORM
THE AUDIENCE’S RECEPTION AND INTERPRETATION.

THE ETHOS APPEAL IS ESTABLISHED THROUGH AUTHORITATIVE SOURCES SUCH AS MEDICAL EXPERTS, GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS,
AND HISTORIANS WHO PROVIDE CREDIBILITY AND FACTUAL GROUNDING. FOR INSTANCE, MEMOIRS BY MEDICAL PERSONNEL OR
REPORTS FROM THE U.S. PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE SERVE AS PRIMARY SOURCES THAT LEND AUTHENTICITY. PATHOS, ON THE
OTHER HAND, EMERGES THROUGH VIVID DESCRIPTIONS OF SUFFERING, PERSONAL LOSS, AND SOCIETAL DISRUPTION, ELICITING
EMPATHY AND A SOMBER MOOD. LOGOS APPEARS IN STATISTICAL DATA, EPIDEMIOLOGICAL EXPLANATIONS, AND COMPARISONS
TO OTHER PANDEMICS, GROUNDING THE NARRATIVE IN REASON.

UNDERST ANDING HOW THESE RHETORICAL APPEALS ARE BALANCED IS CRUCIAL FOR COMPREHENDING THE PERSUASIVE IMPACT OF



GREAT INFLUENZA LITERATURE. AUTHORS MUST NAVIGATE BETWEEN FACTUAL RIGOR AND EMOTIONAL RESONANCE TO
EFFECTIVELY COMMUNICATE THE PANDEMIC’S GRAVITY WITHOUT OVERWHELMING OR ALIENATING THEIR AUDIENCE.

LANGUAGE AND ToNE: CRAFTING A NARRATIVE oF URGENCY AND MOURNING

ONE OF THE DEFINING FEATURES OF GREAT INFLUENZA RHETORIC IS THE USE OF EVOCATIVE LANGUAGE THAT CONSTRUCTS A
TONE OF URGENCY INTERTWINED WITH MOURNING. W/ ORDS SUCH AS “DEVASTATION,” “INVISIBLE ENEMY,” AND “SILENT KILLER”
RECUR IN DESCRIPTIONS, REINFORCING THE UNSEEN BUT LETHAL NATURE OF THE VIRUS. THIS DICTION AMPLIFIES THE SENSE OF
THREAT AND UNPREDICTABILITY, FOSTERING A NARRATIVE THAT IS BOTH CAUTIONARY AND REFLECTIVE.

THE TONE OFTEN OSCILLATES BETWEEN CLINICAL DETACHMENT AND POIGNANT LAMENTATION. SCIENTIFIC REPORTS ADOPT AN
OBJECTIVE VOICE, FOCUSING ON MORTALITY RATES, TRANSMISSION VECTORS, AND CONTAINMENT EFFORTS. IN CONTRAST,
PERSONAL ACCOUNTS AND JOURNALISTIC PIECES FREQUENTLY EMPLOY EMOTIVE LANGUAGE TO CAPTURE THE HUMAN DIMENSION
OF LOSS AND RESILIENCE. THIS DUALITY ENHANCES THE RHETORICAL RICHNESS OF THE PANDEMIC’S NARRATIVE, ALLOWING FOR
MULTIDIMENSIONAL ENGAGEMENT.

RHETORICAL STRATEGIES IN THE GREAT INFLUENZA: A CLOSER Look

A DETAILED RHETORICAL ANALYSIS IDENTIFIES SEVERAL STRATEGIES THAT RECUR ACROSS INFLUENTIAL TEXTS ABOUT THE
1918 PANDEMIC. THESE STRATEGIES SERVE SPECIFIC FUNCTIONS IN SHAPING READERS’ PERCEPTIONS AND REINFORCING KEY
THEMES.

1. Use oF METAPHOR AND PERSONIFICATION

METAPHORICAL LANGUAGE IS PREVALENT IN FRAMING THE INFLUENZA VIRUS AS AN ADVERSARY OR FORCE OF NATURE. PHRASES
LIKE ““THE ENEMY WITHIN” OR “THE INVISIBLE INVADER” PERSONIFY THE VIRUS, ENDOWING IT WITH AGENCY AND INTENTIONALITY.
THIS RHETORICAL MOVE SIMPLIFIES THE COMPLEX BIOLOGICAL MECHANISMS OF VIRAL SPREAD INTO RELATABLE CONFLICT
IMAGERY, MAKING THE THREAT MORE TANGIBLE.

FURTHERMORE, NATURAL DISASTER METAPHORS—SUCH AS “WAVES” OF INFECTION OR “STORMS” OF DEATH—SITUATE THE
PANDEMIC WITHIN AN UNCONTROLLABLE NATURAL ORDER. THIS FRAMING CAN EVOKE FATALISM BUT ALSO UNDERSCORES THE
URGENCY OF HUMAN INTERVENTION.

2. APPEALS TO COLLECTIVE MEMORY AND NATIONAL IDENTITY

HISTORICAL NARRATIVES ABOUT THE GREAT INFLUENZA OFTEN INTEGRATE APPEALS TO COLLECTIVE MEMORY, POSITIONING THE
PANDEMIC AS A DEFINING MOMENT IN NATIONAL OR GLOBAL HISTORY. SUCH RHETORIC FOSTERS A SENSE OF SHARED EXPERIENCE
AND RESPONSIBILITY. FOR EXAMPLE, TEXTS MAY HIGHLIGHT HOW COMMUNITIES UNITED IN THE FACE OF ADVERSITY OR HOW
PUBLIC HEALTH INFRASTRUCTURE WAS TRANSFORMED POST-PANDEMIC.

THIS STRATEGY ALSO SERVES TO CONTEXTUALIZE CONTEMPORARY HEALTH CHALLENGES, DRAWING PARALLELS THAT

ENCOURAGE VIGILANCE AND PREPAREDNESS. BY INVOKING NATIONAL IDENTITY AND HISTORICAL CONTINUITY, AUTHORS EMBED THE
PANDEMIC’S LESSONS WITHIN A BROADER SOCIO-POLITICAL DISCOURSE.

3. JuXTAPOSITION AND CONTRAST

CONTRAST IS A POWERFUL RHETORICAL TOOL USED TO EMPHASIZE THE PANDEMIC’S UNPRECEDENTED NATURE. AUTHORS
FREQUENTLY JUXTAPOSE THE GREAT INFLUENZA WITH PREVIOUS HEALTH CRISES OR WITH THE RELATIVE NORMALCY OF PRE-



PANDEMIC LIFE. THIS STARK COMPARISON ACCENTUATES THE SUDDENNESS AND SCALE OF THE CATASTROPHE.

ADDITIONALLY, CONTRASTS BETWEEN SCIENTIFIC OPTIMISM AND PUBLIC FEAR HIGHLIGHT TENSIONS IN COMMUNICATION AND
POLICY RESPONSES. DEPICTING THESE DICHOTOMIES DEEPENS THE NARRATIVE COMPLEXITY AND INVITES CRITICAL REFLECTION.

CoMPARATIVE INSIGHTS: THE GREAT INFLUENZA RHETORIC VS. MODERN
P ANDEMIC NARRATIVES

ANALYZING THE RHETORIC OF THE GREAT INFLUENZA ALONGSIDE MORE RECENT PANDEMICS, SUCH AS COVID-19, REVEALS BOTH
CONTINUITIES AND DIVERGENCES IN PUBLIC COMMUNICATION STRATEGIES.

® EMOTIONAL APPEAL: BOTH PANDEMICS UTILIZE PATHOS TO HUMANIZE STATISTICS AND MOBILIZE PUBLIC COMPLIANCE.
HO\X/EVER/ MODERN MEDIA’S IMMEDIACY AND MULTIMEDIA CAPABILITIES AMPLIFY EMOTIONAL ENGAGEMENT IN NEW WAYS.

® SCIENTIFIC AUTHORITY: IN 191 8, LIMITED VIROLOGICAL UNDERSTANDING CONSTRAINED LOGOS APPEALS, WHEREAS
TODAY’S DISCOURSE BENEFITS FROM RAPID SCIENTIFIC UPDATES, ENHANCING ETHOS AND LOGOS.

* INFORMATION DISSEMINATION: THE GREAT INFLUENZA NARRATIVE WAS OFTEN FRAGMENTED DUE TO CENSORSHIP AND
W ARTIME PRIORITIES, WHEREAS CONTEMPORARY NARRATIVES COMPETE WITH MISINFORMATION, COMPLICATING
RHETORICAL CLARITY.

THESE COMPARATIVE OBSERVATIONS UNDERSCORE THE EVOLVING NATURE OF HEALTH RHETORIC AND HIGHLIGHT THE ENDURING
IMPORTANCE OF EFFECTIVE COMMUNICATION IN MANAGING PUBLIC CRISES.

IMPLICATIONS FOR PusLIC HEALTH COMMUNICATION

THE RHETORICAL STRATEGIES IDENTIFIED IN GREAT INFLUENZA NARRATIVES OFFER VALUABLE LESSONS FOR CONTEMPORARY
HEALTH COMMUNICATORS. CLEAR, CREDIBLE MESSAGING THAT BALANCES FACTUAL INFORMATION WITH EMPATHETIC
STORYTELLING CAN FOSTER PUBLIC TRUST AND COMPLIANCE.

MOREOVER, ACKNOWLEDGING THE EMOTIONAL TOLL OF PANDEMICS WITHOUT SENSATIONALISM HELPS MAINTAIN A
CONSTRUCTIVE DIALOGUE. THE USE OF METAPHORS AND ACCESSIBLE LANGUAGE CAN DEMYSTIFY COMPLEX CONCEPTS, MAKING
THEM RELATABLE TO DIVERSE AUDIENCES.

FINALLY, INTEGRATING HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE INTO MODERN NARRATIVES ENCOURAGES GREATER AW ARENESS OF THE
CYCLICAL NATURE OF PANDEMICS AND THE NECESSITY OF PREPAREDNESS.

THE ONGOING RELEVANCE OF THE GREAT INFLUENZA RHETORICAL ANALYSIS LIES IN ITS CAPACITY TO INFORM HOW SOCIETIES
INTERPRET AND RESPOND TO HEALTH EMERGENCIES. THROUGH CAREFUL EXAMINATION OF PAST NARRATIVES, WE GAIN TOOLS TO
CRAFT MORE EFFECTIVE, NUANCED COMMUNICATION STRATEGIES THAT HONOR THE HUMAN EXPERIENCE WHILE PROMOTING PUBLIC
\WELFARE.
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