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Grove Park Inn History: A Journey Through Time in Asheville’s Iconic Resort

grove park inn history is a fascinating tale that intertwines the charm of early 20th-century
architecture with the rich cultural heritage of Asheville, North Carolina. This historic resort has
stood as a beacon of elegance and relaxation for over a century, drawing visitors with its stunning
views, unique craftsmanship, and intriguing past. Exploring the grove park inn history not only
reveals the story of a luxurious retreat but also provides a glimpse into the broader development of
Asheville as a destination for health, leisure, and the arts.

The Origins of Grove Park Inn

The story of the Grove Park Inn starts in the early 1900s, a time when Asheville was rapidly
transforming into a mountain getaway for wealthy tourists and those seeking the therapeutic
benefits of the Blue Ridge Mountains. The inn was the brainchild of Edwin Wiley Grove, a successful
businessman and pharmaceutical magnate who envisioned a grand hotel that would combine rustic
charm with refined luxury.

Edwin Wiley Grove’s Vision

Edwin Wiley Grove, originally from Arkansas, made his fortune by developing and marketing patent
medicines, including Grove’s Tasteless Chill Tonic. With his wealth, Grove invested in real estate and
decided to create a resort in Asheville that would capitalize on the area’s scenic beauty and healthy
mountain air. The Grove Park Inn was designed to attract affluent visitors looking for respite from
urban life.

Construction began in 1912, and the inn officially opened its doors in 1913. The building was crafted
using massive granite boulders from the nearby mountains, giving it a rugged yet majestic
appearance. The use of native stone and hand-crafted woodwork reflected a commitment to blending
the inn with its natural surroundings—something that still defines the property today.

Architectural Significance and Design

One of the most striking aspects of the Grove Park Inn’s history is its architecture. The inn is a prime
example of Arts and Crafts style, which emphasizes craftsmanship, natural materials, and harmony
with the environment.

Unique Features of Grove Park Inn’s Architecture

- **Stone Construction:** The inn’s exterior features enormous granite stones, some weighing



several tons, sourced directly from the Blue Ridge Mountains. This not only provides a distinctive
look but also ensures the building’s durability.
- **Handcrafted Woodwork:** Inside, visitors can admire intricate wood carvings, exposed beams,
and custom furniture made by skilled artisans.
- **Great Hall Fireplace:** The centerpiece of the inn’s lobby is a massive stone fireplace, one of the
largest in the world, which has welcomed guests for over a century.
- **Terraces and Views:** The inn’s design takes full advantage of its hilltop location, offering
panoramic views of Asheville, the French Broad River Valley, and the surrounding mountains.

These architectural elements have helped the Grove Park Inn earn a place on the National Register
of Historic Places, preserving its legacy for future generations.

Grove Park Inn Through the Decades

The history of the Grove Park Inn is marked by periods of growth, challenges, and reinvention,
reflecting broader social and economic trends.

The Roaring Twenties and Great Depression

During the 1920s, the inn flourished as Asheville became a popular destination for the wealthy elite.
It hosted celebrities, politicians, and socialites who came to enjoy the mountain air and elegant
accommodations. However, the Great Depression of the 1930s brought financial difficulties, and the
inn faced the threat of closure. Despite these challenges, it remained a beloved landmark and
continued to attract guests seeking solace during tough times.

World War II and Military Use

World War II brought a unique chapter to the grove park inn history. The U.S. government
temporarily converted the resort into a hospital and convalescent center for wounded soldiers. This
period underscored the inn’s adaptability and importance to the community beyond just a leisure
destination.

Post-War Revival and Modernization

After the war, the Grove Park Inn underwent several renovations to modernize its facilities while
maintaining its historic charm. New amenities were introduced, including spa services, golf courses,
and expanded dining options, turning the resort into a full-service destination for vacationers and
business travelers alike. Ownership changes brought fresh investments, ensuring the inn could
compete with newer resorts while preserving its unique character.



The Grove Park Inn’s Role in Asheville’s Cultural Scene

Beyond its architectural and historical significance, the Grove Park Inn has played a vital role in
Asheville’s cultural and artistic life.

Artists and Craftsmen

The inn’s commitment to craftsmanship aligns with Asheville’s reputation as a hub for artists and
artisans. Over the years, the resort has hosted art exhibitions, craft fairs, and workshops that
celebrate Appalachian culture and creativity. The inn’s own artisans have contributed to maintaining
the property’s distinctive look through traditional woodworking and stone masonry.

Famous Guests and Events

Grove Park Inn has welcomed a long list of notable guests, including U.S. presidents like Franklin D.
Roosevelt and Dwight D. Eisenhower, as well as celebrities from the worlds of film, literature, and
music. The inn’s history is peppered with stories of important meetings, social events, and even
political negotiations, adding layers of intrigue to its legacy.

Visiting the Grove Park Inn Today

For those interested in experiencing the grove park inn history firsthand, a visit today offers a blend
of historic ambiance and modern luxury.

Historic Tours and Experiences

Guests can take guided tours that highlight the inn’s architectural features and share stories from
its past. Seasonal events often include historical reenactments, lectures, and special exhibits that
delve deeper into the inn’s significance.

Relaxation and Recreation

Modern amenities such as the renowned spa, championship golf courses, and fine dining
complement the historic setting, creating a unique experience that honors the past while embracing
the present. The surrounding Blue Ridge Mountains provide ample opportunities for hiking,
sightseeing, and photography, making the Grove Park Inn a perfect base for exploring Asheville’s
natural beauty.



Preserving a Legacy for Future Generations

The grove park inn history is not just about looking back; it’s about preserving a treasured landmark
that continues to inspire and delight visitors. Restoration projects and careful maintenance ensure
that the inn retains its original charm while adapting to contemporary needs. This balance of
preservation and innovation keeps the Grove Park Inn relevant and vibrant more than a century
after it first opened its doors.

Whether you’re a history buff, an architecture enthusiast, or simply someone looking for a peaceful
retreat, understanding the grove park inn history enriches the experience of visiting this iconic
Asheville landmark. It stands as a testament to vision, craftsmanship, and the enduring allure of the
Blue Ridge Mountains.

Frequently Asked Questions

When was the Grove Park Inn established?
The Grove Park Inn was established in 1913, making it over a century old.

Who founded the Grove Park Inn?
The Grove Park Inn was founded by Edwin Wiley Grove, a prominent businessman and entrepreneur.

What architectural style is the Grove Park Inn known for?
The Grove Park Inn is renowned for its Arts and Crafts architectural style, featuring massive granite
walls and handcrafted details.

Has the Grove Park Inn hosted any notable historical figures?
Yes, the Grove Park Inn has hosted numerous notable figures including President Franklin D.
Roosevelt, Thomas Edison, and other prominent guests throughout its history.

What role did the Grove Park Inn play during World War II?
During World War II, the Grove Park Inn served as a rest and rehabilitation center for wounded
soldiers.

Is the Grove Park Inn listed on any historic registers?
Yes, the Grove Park Inn is listed on the National Register of Historic Places due to its architectural
significance and historical importance.



Additional Resources
Grove Park Inn History: A Timeless Beacon of Hospitality and Heritage

grove park inn history traces the origins of one of America’s most iconic resorts nestled in the
Blue Ridge Mountains of Asheville, North Carolina. Renowned for its distinctive Arts and Crafts
architecture, rich cultural significance, and a legacy that spans over a century, the Grove Park Inn
stands as a testament to early 20th-century craftsmanship and Southern hospitality. This article
delves into the comprehensive history of the Grove Park Inn, exploring its founding, architectural
uniqueness, evolving role through American history, and its place in today’s luxury resort market.

Founding and Early Years of Grove Park Inn

The Grove Park Inn was founded in 1913 by Edwin Wiley Grove, a drugstore magnate and
entrepreneur originally from Missouri. Grove envisioned a grand hotel that would capitalize on
Asheville’s burgeoning reputation as a health resort destination, drawing visitors who sought relief
in the mountain air and natural springs. From the outset, the inn was designed to blend rustic charm
with modern luxury, incorporating locally sourced materials such as granite and chestnut into its
construction.

The hotel officially opened its doors on December 8, 1913, and quickly gained acclaim for its unique
architectural style. The inn’s massive granite walls, hand-carved woodwork, and hand-forged iron
details exemplify the Craftsman style, a movement emphasizing artisanal craftsmanship and natural
materials. This aesthetic set the Grove Park Inn apart from contemporaneous resorts, many of which
favored more ornate Victorian or classical styles.

Architectural Significance and Craftsmanship

The Grove Park Inn’s architecture is a critical part of its historical importance. Designed by architect
Fred Loring Seely, the inn features an imposing facade constructed from rough-hewn granite
boulders sourced from the nearby mountains. This choice not only provided durability but also
created a harmonious relationship between the building and its natural surroundings.

Inside, the inn boasts an impressive array of handcrafted details. Massive wooden beams, intricate
stone fireplaces, and leaded glass windows contribute to a warm and inviting atmosphere. The
resort’s Great Hall, with its 22-foot vaulted ceilings and colossal stone hearth, remains a focal point,
serving as a gathering space for guests and a symbol of the inn’s commitment to craftsmanship.

Role Through Historical Milestones

Throughout its more than 100 years of operation, the Grove Park Inn has played a variety of roles
reflective of broader social and historical contexts. During the Great Depression, the inn struggled
financially but remained a beacon of hope and refuge for many guests. Its resilience during this era
underscored the enduring appeal of the mountain retreat.



During World War II, the Grove Park Inn was transformed into a convalescent hospital for wounded
soldiers, adapting its luxurious accommodations to meet the needs of recovering servicemen. This
period marked a significant departure from its original function but demonstrated the inn’s
versatility and patriotic contribution.

Post-war, the inn returned to its status as a premier resort, attracting notable figures such as
Thomas Edison, Henry Ford, and F. Scott Fitzgerald. The presence of these luminaries further
cemented the Grove Park Inn’s reputation as a cultural and intellectual hub.

Edison’s Connection to Grove Park Inn

One of the most intriguing aspects of the Grove Park Inn history is its association with Thomas
Edison. The famed inventor was a frequent guest and reportedly worked on some of his inventions
while staying at the inn. Edison’s visits contributed to the inn’s allure, intertwining innovation with
leisure. Today, the resort honors this legacy with dedicated exhibits and memorabilia that celebrate
Edison’s time on the mountain.

Evolution and Modern-Day Status

Over the decades, the Grove Park Inn has undergone numerous renovations and expansions to
maintain its luxurious standards while preserving its historic character. Modern amenities such as a
world-class spa, golf course, and fine dining have been integrated carefully to enhance the guest
experience without detracting from the inn’s original charm.

The inn is now part of the Waldorf Astoria Hotels & Resorts portfolio, aligning it with a global
network of luxury properties. This affiliation has brought increased visibility and investment,
enabling the Grove Park Inn to compete in the contemporary hospitality market while honoring its
past.

Preservation Efforts and National Recognition

Preserving the Grove Park Inn’s architectural integrity and historical significance has been a priority
for owners and the local community. The inn is listed on the National Register of Historic Places, a
designation that recognizes its cultural and historical value. Preservation efforts focus on
maintaining original design elements, such as the stone masonry and woodwork, while upgrading
infrastructure to meet modern safety and comfort standards.

Comparative Analysis: Grove Park Inn Among Historic
Mountain Resorts

When compared to other historic mountain resorts in the United States, the Grove Park Inn stands
out for its distinctive combination of architecture, history, and cultural relevance. Resorts like the



Greenbrier in West Virginia and the Omni Homestead in Virginia share similar origins as health
retreats and luxury destinations but often reflect different architectural styles or historical
trajectories.

The Grove Park Inn’s emphasis on the Arts and Crafts movement and its role as a wartime hospital
add unique layers to its story. Moreover, its continuous operation for more than a century, with
careful preservation and modernization, positions it as one of the most successful examples of
historic resort hospitality.

Pros and Cons of Maintaining Historic Status

Pros: Historic status attracts heritage tourism, provides access to preservation grants, and
enhances brand prestige.

Cons: Restrictions on renovations can limit modernization efforts; maintenance costs for
historic materials can be high.

Key Features That Reflect Grove Park Inn’s Legacy

The Grove Park Inn’s history is palpable through its key features that marry past and present:

The Great Hall: A grand social space with a massive stone fireplace where guests have
gathered for over a century.

Mineral Baths Spa: Utilizing natural mountain springs, the spa connects modern wellness
trends with the inn’s original health retreat purpose.

Signature Stonework: The granite construction is both a visual hallmark and a structural
testament to early 20th-century craftsmanship.

Historic Guest Rooms: Many rooms retain period furnishings and architectural details,
offering guests an immersive historical experience.

The integration of these elements illustrates how the Grove Park Inn balances its rich history with
the demands of contemporary luxury travel.

The story of the Grove Park Inn is not merely about a hotel but about a living monument to American
craftsmanship, resilience, and hospitality. Its history enriches the experience of every visitor who
walks through its granite halls, making it a unique destination where the past and present
seamlessly coexist.
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