
what can i do with an animal science
degree
What Can I Do With an Animal Science Degree? Exploring Your Career Pathways

what can i do with an animal science degree is a question many students and
graduates find themselves asking as they near the completion of their
studies. Animal science is a fascinating and diverse field that combines
biology, agriculture, genetics, nutrition, and animal behavior to understand
and improve the lives of animals. But beyond the classroom, what career
opportunities await someone with this degree? The good news is that an animal
science degree opens doors to a wide range of professions, from research and
veterinary care to environmental conservation and food production. Let’s dive
into the many possibilities and help you envision where your passion for
animals can take you.

Understanding the Scope of an Animal Science
Degree

Before exploring specific careers, it’s helpful to understand what an animal
science degree entails. This degree typically covers subjects such as animal
physiology, breeding, nutrition, genetics, and welfare. It prepares students
to work with livestock, companion animals, and wildlife, offering a solid
foundation in scientific principles alongside practical skills.

The versatility of this degree means that your career options are not limited
to one niche. You may find yourself working in laboratories, farms, zoos, or
even policy-making organizations. The knowledge acquired through this program
equips you with the ability to solve problems related to animal health,
production, and management, which are crucial across numerous industries.

Career Paths: What Can I Do With an Animal
Science Degree?

1. Veterinary Medicine and Animal Health

One of the most common career trajectories for animal science graduates is
pursuing veterinary medicine. While the degree itself does not qualify you as
a veterinarian, it provides an excellent foundation for veterinary school.
Many students choose to continue their education and become licensed
veterinarians, specializing in areas such as small animal care, large animal



care, or exotic species.

Alternatively, there are roles where you can work in animal health without
becoming a veterinarian. Positions such as veterinary technician, animal
health researcher, or livestock health consultant allow you to apply your
expertise in maintaining and improving animal well-being.

2. Animal Nutrition and Feed Industry

Understanding what animals eat and how their diet affects their health and
productivity is a key aspect of animal science. If you’re interested in the
science of nutrition, you might find a rewarding career in the animal feed
industry. Nutritionists and feed formulators develop balanced diets for
livestock and pets to optimize growth, reproduction, and overall health.

Companies specializing in animal feed production, supplements, or even pet
foods often seek graduates who can bridge the gap between science and
practical feeding strategies. This area combines research, product
development, and education, making it ideal for those who enjoy working with
both animals and science.

3. Livestock Management and Agriculture

Animal science is deeply connected with agriculture, especially in the
management of livestock such as cattle, sheep, pigs, and poultry. Careers in
livestock management involve overseeing breeding programs, ensuring animal
welfare, optimizing production systems, and implementing sustainable farming
practices.

Roles may include farm manager, animal breeder, or agricultural extension
officer. These positions often require strong leadership and communication
skills, as well as a solid understanding of animal husbandry techniques.
Working directly with farmers and producers, you can make a tangible impact
on food security and the sustainability of agricultural systems.

4. Research and Biotechnology

If you love science and discovery, a career in research might be the perfect
fit. Animal science graduates can contribute to studies aimed at improving
animal genetics, developing vaccines, or enhancing animal welfare. Research
roles exist in universities, government agencies, and private companies.

Biotechnology is a growing field connected with animal science, focusing on
genetic engineering, cloning, and reproductive technologies. These
innovations have the potential to revolutionize food production and animal



health, and being part of this cutting-edge work can be highly rewarding.

5. Wildlife Conservation and Ecology

For those passionate about wild animals and their habitats, an animal science
degree can serve as a stepping stone into wildlife conservation. Careers in
this field involve studying animal populations, managing protected areas, and
developing strategies to preserve biodiversity.

You might work for environmental organizations, government agencies, or
research institutes. Roles such as wildlife biologist, conservation officer,
or ecological consultant allow you to apply your knowledge of animal behavior
and ecology to real-world challenges affecting ecosystems and endangered
species.

6. Animal Behavior and Training

Understanding animal behavior is a fascinating aspect of animal science that
can lead to careers in training, rehabilitation, or behavioral research. You
could work with pets, service animals, or animals in captivity such as those
in zoos and aquariums.

Positions include animal trainer, behaviorist, or enrichment specialist, all
of which focus on improving the quality of life for animals by addressing
their psychological and physical needs. This path often requires patience,
creativity, and excellent observational skills.

Additional Career Opportunities to Consider

The versatility of an animal science degree means there are numerous other
jobs you might pursue, including:

Pharmaceutical Sales and Marketing: Represent companies that create
medicines for animals.

Animal Welfare and Advocacy: Work with nonprofits to promote humane
treatment of animals.

Education and Outreach: Become a teacher or public educator, spreading
knowledge about animals and science.

Food Safety and Quality Control: Ensure that animal products meet health
and safety standards.



Zoo and Aquarium Management: Oversee animal care and facility
operations.

Building a Successful Career with an Animal
Science Degree

While the degree offers a strong academic foundation, gaining practical
experience is essential to stand out in the job market. Internships,
volunteering at animal shelters, or working on farms can provide hands-on
skills and networking opportunities. Additionally, pursuing certifications or
advanced degrees in specialized fields can enhance your expertise and open
doors to higher-level positions.

Networking with professionals in your desired industry, attending
conferences, and joining animal science organizations can also help you stay
informed about trends and job openings. Remember, your passion for animals
combined with continuous learning and experience will be your greatest
assets.

Final Thoughts on What Can I Do With an Animal
Science Degree

The question of what to do with an animal science degree is exciting because
it reflects the many paths available to you. Whether your interests lie in
veterinary care, research, agriculture, conservation, or animal welfare, your
degree equips you with valuable skills and knowledge to make a meaningful
impact.

Exploring different fields, gaining practical experience, and following your
passion will help you carve out a fulfilling career that connects your love
for animals with your professional goals. The world of animal science is vast
and full of opportunities—now is the perfect time to discover where you want
to go.

Frequently Asked Questions

What career options are available with an animal
science degree?
With an animal science degree, you can pursue careers such as animal
nutritionist, livestock manager, veterinary technician, animal breeder,



wildlife biologist, or work in animal research and development.

Can I work in veterinary medicine with an animal
science degree?
Yes, an animal science degree provides a strong foundation for veterinary
medicine. Many graduates go on to attend veterinary school or work as
veterinary technicians or assistants.

How can an animal science degree help in the
agriculture industry?
An animal science degree equips you with knowledge about animal breeding,
nutrition, and management, which is crucial for improving livestock
production, health, and welfare in the agriculture industry.

Is it possible to work in animal conservation or
wildlife management with this degree?
Yes, an animal science degree can lead to careers in wildlife conservation,
animal rehabilitation, and habitat management by providing essential
knowledge of animal biology and ecology.

What roles are available in the pet care industry
for animal science graduates?
Animal science graduates can work as pet nutrition specialists, animal
behaviorists, trainers, or in pet product development and sales, leveraging
their understanding of animal health and behavior.

Can an animal science degree lead to opportunities
in research and academia?
Absolutely. Graduates can engage in research related to animal genetics,
physiology, or disease, and may also pursue graduate studies leading to
academic or research positions in universities or government agencies.

Additional Resources
What Can I Do With an Animal Science Degree? Exploring Career Paths and
Opportunities

what can i do with an animal science degree is a question frequently posed by
students and professionals considering or holding a qualification in this
dynamic field. Animal science, a multidisciplinary area that combines
biology, agriculture, and veterinary sciences, offers diverse career



opportunities ranging from research and management to public policy and
animal welfare. This article investigates the potential professional avenues
available to graduates, highlighting industry trends, job prospects, and the
practical applications of an animal science degree in today's evolving job
market.

Understanding the Scope of an Animal Science
Degree

An animal science degree typically encompasses the study of animal biology,
genetics, nutrition, physiology, and behavior. This educational background
equips graduates with a solid foundation to work with various species,
including livestock, companion animals, and wildlife. The interdisciplinary
nature of the degree means graduates can find roles in agriculture,
veterinary medicine, biotechnology, environmental conservation, and more.

In the context of growing global concerns—such as sustainable agriculture,
animal welfare, and food security—the demand for professionals with expertise
in animal science is increasingly relevant. According to the U.S. Bureau of
Labor Statistics, employment in related fields like animal scientists and
veterinary technologists is projected to grow steadily, reflecting the
ongoing need for specialized knowledge in animal health and production
systems.

Career Paths in Animal Science

1. Animal Nutrition and Feed Management

One of the primary applications of an animal science degree is in the
development and management of animal nutrition programs. Graduates in this
area work to optimize diets for livestock to improve productivity, health,
and product quality. Careers might include roles as animal nutritionists,
feed formulation specialists, or consultants for agricultural companies.
These positions often involve close collaboration with farmers and
agricultural businesses focused on enhancing meat, dairy, or egg production
sustainably.

2. Veterinary and Animal Health Professions

While a bachelor's degree in animal science alone may not qualify one to
become a veterinarian, it serves as an excellent preparatory step for
veterinary school. Additionally, graduates can pursue careers as veterinary



technicians, animal health specialists, or laboratory animal caretakers.
These roles involve monitoring animal health, assisting in medical
procedures, and conducting research on diseases affecting animals.

3. Research and Development

Animal science graduates with an interest in scientific inquiry often find
opportunities in research institutions, universities, or private sector
laboratories. Here, they might engage in genetic research, animal breeding
programs, or studies on animal behavior and welfare. Their work contributes
to advances in biotechnology, disease prevention, and sustainable animal
production practices, influencing both academic knowledge and practical
applications.

4. Agriculture and Livestock Management

A significant number of animal science graduates enter the agricultural
sector, managing livestock farms or working as agricultural advisors. Their
expertise helps improve herd health, reproductive efficiency, and overall
farm productivity. Roles in this sector may include farm managers, breeding
coordinators, or extension agents who provide education and support to
farmers on best practices.

5. Wildlife and Conservation Careers

Animal science degrees also open doors to careers in wildlife management and
conservation. Graduates interested in environmental stewardship may work with
governmental agencies, non-profits, or research organizations to study wild
animal populations, develop conservation strategies, and manage habitats.
This path often requires additional specialization but benefits from the
strong biological foundation provided by an animal science education.

6. Animal Behavior and Training

Understanding animal behavior is crucial in various professional contexts,
including training, therapy, and research. Graduates can become animal
trainers, behaviorists, or work in animal-assisted therapy programs. These
roles contribute to improving human-animal interactions and enhancing the
welfare of both domestic and captive animals.



Emerging Fields and Interdisciplinary
Opportunities

The animal science discipline is evolving alongside technological and
societal changes. For instance, careers in animal biotechnology involve
genetic engineering, cloning, and the development of pharmaceuticals derived
from animals. These roles typically require advanced degrees but are grounded
in undergraduate animal science knowledge.

Another emerging area is the intersection of animal science with
environmental sustainability. Professionals are increasingly involved in
designing eco-friendly livestock systems, evaluating the environmental impact
of animal agriculture, and promoting ethical treatment of animals in
production settings.

Skills and Qualifications That Enhance
Employability

Employers in animal science-related fields typically seek candidates with a
blend of technical knowledge and practical skills. Key competencies include:

Laboratory and field research abilities: Conducting experiments, data
collection, and analysis.

Animal handling and care: Safe and humane treatment of various species.

Communication skills: Explaining complex scientific information to
stakeholders such as farmers, policymakers, or the general public.

Problem-solving: Developing solutions for animal health, productivity,
or welfare issues.

Technological proficiency: Utilizing software for genetics, nutrition
modeling, or farm management.

Pursuing internships, volunteering at animal shelters, or engaging in
research projects during the degree program can significantly enhance
practical experience and job readiness.

Comparing Animal Science Careers: Pros and Cons

Examining the advantages and challenges of various career paths can help



clarify the question, what can i do with an animal science degree.

Animal Nutrition: Offers stable employment in agriculture with a focus
on innovation; however, it may involve extensive fieldwork and irregular
hours during peak farming seasons.

Veterinary Technician Roles: Provide hands-on animal care and a
rewarding environment but can be emotionally demanding and physically
intensive.

Research Positions: Foster intellectual growth and contribute to
scientific knowledge but often require advanced degrees and may have
competitive entry points.

Wildlife Conservation: Aligns with passion for environmental issues but
may involve seasonal contracts, remote locations, and fluctuating
funding.

Understanding these factors allows graduates to align their career choices
with personal interests and lifestyle considerations.

Salary Expectations and Job Outlook

Salary ranges for animal science graduates vary widely depending on the
sector, location, and level of education. Entry-level roles in animal care or
farm management may start around $30,000 to $40,000 annually, while
specialized positions in research, nutrition consultancy, or veterinary
technology can exceed $60,000. According to the U.S. Bureau of Labor
Statistics, animal scientists earn a median annual wage of approximately
$68,000, with projected job growth of about 4% over the next decade.

Geographic factors also influence opportunities. Regions with strong
agricultural industries, biotechnology hubs, or wildlife reserves tend to
offer more positions suited to animal science graduates.

Leveraging an Animal Science Degree Beyond
Traditional Roles

Graduates often find that their degree equips them with transferable skills
applicable in other sectors. For example, careers in education, science
communication, policy-making, and even business management benefit from the
analytical and biological expertise gained through animal science studies.



Some professionals transition into entrepreneurship, opening animal-related
businesses such as pet care services, organic farms, or consulting firms
specializing in sustainable agriculture.

By staying adaptable and pursuing continuous learning, animal science
graduates can navigate a broad spectrum of roles, responding effectively to
industry trends and personal career aspirations.

Exploring the question of what can i do with an animal science degree reveals
a breadth of possibilities that extend well beyond the classroom. Whether
advancing animal health, contributing to sustainable food systems, or
championing conservation efforts, graduates possess the scientific grounding
and practical skills necessary to make meaningful impacts across diverse
professional landscapes.
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