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the coming of new deal 1933 35 age roosevelt vol 2 arthur m schlesinger jr stands as one of
the most insightful historical works exploring a pivotal chapter in American history. This volume,
written by the renowned historian Arthur M. Schlesinger Jr., meticulously chronicles the inception and
early development of Franklin D. Roosevelt’s New Deal during the years 1933 to 1935. For anyone
fascinated by the political, economic, and social upheavals of the Great Depression and how they
shaped modern America, Schlesinger’s work offers a compelling narrative blended with sharp
analysis.

Understanding the Historical Context of the New Deal

Before diving into the nuances of Schlesinger’s volume, it’s essential to grasp the backdrop against
which the New Deal emerged. The early 1930s were marked by unprecedented economic collapse
following the stock market crash of 1929. Millions faced unemployment, banks failed, and confidence
in traditional government policies waned. Franklin D. Roosevelt’s administration aimed to restore
hope and stability through a series of innovative policies collectively called the New Deal.

This era was not only about economic recovery but also about redefining the relationship between the
federal government and American citizens. Schlesinger’s book captures this transformative spirit,
providing readers with a vivid sense of the challenges and ambitions that defined Roosevelt’s early
presidency.

Arthur M. Schlesinger Jr.: The Historian Behind the
Work

Arthur M. Schlesinger Jr. was more than just a historian; he was a keen observer of American
liberalism and an influential intellectual voice in the 20th century. His writing style combines rigorous
scholarship with a narrative flair, making complex political and social developments accessible to a
broad audience. In *The Coming of New Deal 1933-35 Age Roosevelt Vol 2*, Schlesinger brings his
expertise to bear on the critical early years of Roosevelt’s administration.

His analysis goes beyond mere chronology, delving into the personalities, ideologies, and political
strategies that shaped the New Deal. Schlesinger also highlights Roosevelt’s leadership style, political
instincts, and the alliance-building that proved essential in pushing through landmark legislation
during a time of crisis.



The Importance of Volumes in Schlesinger’s Series

This book is part of a larger multi-volume series that covers Roosevelt’s presidency in detail. Volume
2, focusing on 1933-1935, is particularly significant because it captures the initial wave of New Deal
initiatives, such as the Emergency Banking Act, the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC), and the
National Industrial Recovery Act (NIRA). These programs laid the groundwork for later reforms and
fundamentally altered the role of government in American life.

By reading Schlesinger’s detailed accounts, one gains a better understanding of how these policies
were crafted, debated, and implemented amidst intense political pressures and economic uncertainty.

Key Themes Explored in The Coming of New Deal
1933-35 Age Roosevelt Vol 2

Schlesinger’s book covers a wide range of themes that provide depth to the study of this
transformative period. Here are some of the most prominent ones:

1. The Expansion of Federal Power

One of the central narratives in the book is the dramatic expansion of federal government power
during Roosevelt’s first term. Schlesinger explains how the New Deal broke new ground by
intervening directly in economic activities, regulating industries, and creating social safety nets. This
shift was controversial at the time but became a defining feature of American governance.

2. Roosevelt’s Political Strategy and Leadership

Schlesinger paints a detailed portrait of Roosevelt as a pragmatic and charismatic leader. The book
explores how Roosevelt used his communication skills, including his famous fireside chats, to build
public support and navigate political opposition. It also reveals the ways Roosevelt managed
relationships with Congress, the Supreme Court, and key advisors to push his agenda forward.

3. The Social Impact of New Deal Programs

Beyond politics and economics, Schlesinger emphasizes the human side of the New Deal. Programs
like the CCC and the Public Works Administration (PWA) not only provided jobs but also helped restore
dignity and hope to millions of struggling Americans. The book captures these stories to illustrate how
policy translated into real-world change.



4. The Role of Opposition

The early New Deal faced significant resistance from business leaders, conservative politicians, and
even some labor groups. Schlesinger does not shy away from exploring these conflicts, showing that
the New Deal was far from universally accepted. Understanding this opposition is crucial to
appreciating the delicate balancing act Roosevelt performed.

How The Coming of New Deal 1933-35 Age Roosevelt
Vol 2 Enhances Our Understanding

For students, historians, or curious readers, Schlesinger’s volume offers more than just a historical
account. It provides a lens through which to view contemporary debates about government
intervention and economic policy. The New Deal era is often referenced today when discussing social
welfare, regulatory policies, and crisis management.

By studying this book, readers gain insights into:

The origins of modern American liberalism and welfare state policies

The practical challenges of enacting sweeping reforms during a crisis

The importance of leadership, communication, and political coalition-building

How historical narratives are shaped by both events and the historians who interpret them

Tips for Readers Approaching This Historical Work

If you’re planning to read *The Coming of New Deal 1933-35 Age Roosevelt Vol 2 Arthur M Schlesinger
Jr*, here are some tips to make the experience more enriching:

Familiarize yourself with the Great Depression: A basic understanding of the economic
collapse will help contextualize the New Deal’s urgency.

Take notes on key legislation: Schlesinger details many laws and programs; keeping track of
them aids comprehension.

Pay attention to Roosevelt’s leadership style: Observing how Roosevelt navigated political
challenges offers lessons in leadership applicable beyond history.

Consider the role of opposition: Understanding dissenting voices helps paint a balanced
picture of the era.



Reflect on contemporary parallels: Think about how the New Deal’s themes resonate with
current political and economic issues.

Legacy of The Coming of New Deal 1933-35 Age
Roosevelt Vol 2 Arthur M Schlesinger Jr

Decades after its publication, Schlesinger’s volume remains a cornerstone in Roosevelt scholarship.
It’s frequently cited in academic works and remains popular among readers eager to understand the
complexities of the 1930s. Its rich detail, combined with a compelling narrative style, ensures that the
story of the New Deal’s beginnings continues to inspire and educate.

Furthermore, the book’s exploration of the New Deal’s impact on American society encourages
readers to appreciate the enduring debate about government’s role in economic life—a debate that
remains as relevant today as it was nearly a century ago.

From Roosevelt’s bold initiatives to the societal transformations they sparked, *The Coming of New
Deal 1933-35 Age Roosevelt Vol 2* by Arthur M. Schlesinger Jr. offers an indispensable window into
one of the most dynamic periods in American history. Whether you’re a history buff, student, or
simply curious about how the United States navigated its greatest economic crisis, this volume
provides a richly textured and deeply human account of courage, innovation, and change.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main focus of 'The Coming of the New Deal
1933-35, Age of Roosevelt Vol 2' by Arthur M. Schlesinger Jr.?
The book focuses on the political, social, and economic changes during Franklin D. Roosevelt's
presidency, particularly the development and implementation of the New Deal between 1933 and
1935.

How does Arthur M. Schlesinger Jr. characterize Franklin D.
Roosevelt's leadership in this volume?
Schlesinger portrays Roosevelt as a dynamic and pragmatic leader who was willing to experiment
with bold policies to combat the Great Depression and restore American confidence.

What are some key New Deal programs discussed in
Schlesinger's 'The Coming of the New Deal' volume?
The book discusses key programs such as the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC), the Agricultural
Adjustment Act (AAA), the National Recovery Administration (NRA), and the Social Security Act as
foundational elements of the New Deal.



How does Schlesinger explain the political challenges
Roosevelt faced during 1933-35?
Schlesinger details the opposition from conservative politicians, business leaders, and the Supreme
Court, as well as tensions within the Democratic Party, highlighting Roosevelt's strategic navigation
through these challenges.

What role does the book attribute to the Great Depression in
shaping the New Deal policies?
The Great Depression is depicted as the catalyst that forced Roosevelt and his administration to adopt
unprecedented federal intervention to stabilize the economy and provide relief to millions.

In what ways does Schlesinger's work contribute to the
historiography of the New Deal era?
Schlesinger's book is considered a seminal and influential work that combines rigorous research with
a narrative style, offering a sympathetic and detailed account of the era, shaping how historians
understand the New Deal.

Does 'The Coming of the New Deal' discuss the impact of the
New Deal on American society?
Yes, Schlesinger explores how New Deal policies reshaped American political culture, expanded the
role of government, and affected various social groups, including workers, farmers, and minorities.

What sources did Arthur M. Schlesinger Jr. use to write 'The
Coming of the New Deal' volume?
Schlesinger utilized a wide range of primary sources including government documents, Roosevelt's
papers, contemporary newspapers, and personal interviews to provide an in-depth and authoritative
account of the period.

Additional Resources
The Coming of New Deal 1933-35 Age Roosevelt Vol 2 Arthur M Schlesinger Jr: A Definitive Exploration
of Roosevelt’s Early Presidency

the coming of new deal 1933 35 age roosevelt vol 2 arthur m schlesinger jr stands as a
seminal work chronicling arguably one of the most transformative periods in American political and
economic history. This volume, authored by the distinguished historian Arthur M. Schlesinger Jr.,
meticulously documents the initial phase of Franklin D. Roosevelt’s New Deal era, covering the critical
years 1933 to 1935. It offers a comprehensive, nuanced, and richly detailed account of Roosevelt’s
response to the Great Depression and the early policy initiatives that reshaped the American
government’s role in society.



In this analytical review, we delve into the core themes, historiographical significance, and
contributions of Schlesinger’s volume, examining why it remains an essential resource for scholars,
students, and anyone interested in 20th-century American history, presidential leadership, and
economic reform.

In-Depth Analysis of The Coming of New Deal 1933-35

Arthur M. Schlesinger Jr. approaches the early New Deal years with a balanced and investigative lens,
avoiding hagiography while acknowledging Roosevelt’s extraordinary political acumen and vision. The
book is part of Schlesinger’s larger multi-volume series on Roosevelt’s presidency, with this second
volume focusing specifically on the formative period when Roosevelt and his administration rolled out
unprecedented legislative measures to counteract the devastating effects of the Great Depression.

Contextualizing Roosevelt’s Early Years in Office

The narrative situates Roosevelt’s inauguration amid a nation in crisis—financial institutions
collapsing, unemployment soaring, and widespread despair threatening the social fabric. Schlesinger
captures the urgency and high stakes of Roosevelt’s first hundred days, which heralded a break from
conventional governance. The book highlights key New Deal policies such as the Emergency Banking
Act, the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC), and the Agricultural Adjustment Act (AAA), emphasizing
how these initiatives aimed at economic stabilization and social relief.

Schlesinger’s detailed examination of Roosevelt’s leadership style reveals a president willing to
experiment boldly with ideas, often navigating complex political landscapes fraught with opposition
from conservatives and skepticism within his own party. The text also explores Roosevelt's reliance
on a close-knit group of advisors, the so-called “Brain Trust,” whose intellectual contributions helped
craft innovative policy solutions.

Schlesinger’s Methodology and Historical Interpretation

One of the distinguishing features of this volume is Schlesinger’s rigorous use of primary sources,
including Roosevelt’s personal correspondence, government documents, and contemporary accounts.
This evidentiary base lends credibility to the book’s analytical depth and allows readers to understand
the interplay between political strategy and policy outcomes.

Schlesinger’s interpretation is neither simplistic nor uncritical. While he admires Roosevelt’s political
genius, he is candid about the New Deal’s limitations and uneven impacts. For example, the book
addresses critiques regarding the New Deal’s failure to fully resolve unemployment or to decisively
end the Depression during these initial years. It also touches on the exclusion of certain groups, such
as African Americans and women, from the full benefits of New Deal programs, highlighting the
complexities and contradictions inherent in the period.



Key Themes and Contributions

Political Innovation and Executive Power

A central theme in Schlesinger’s work is the expansion of executive power under Roosevelt. The
coming of new deal 1933 35 age roosevelt vol 2 arthur m schlesinger jr underscores how Roosevelt
transformed the presidency into a more activist and interventionist institution, setting precedents for
federal involvement in economic and social matters. This theme resonates with contemporary
debates about the scope of presidential authority and government intervention.

Economic Recovery and Social Welfare

The volume offers a granular look at the New Deal’s dual aim: to revive the economy and provide
relief to millions of Americans. Schlesinger details the mechanisms of early recovery programs,
evaluating their effectiveness and political feasibility. The narrative also sheds light on how these
policies laid the groundwork for the modern welfare state, influencing future social safety nets.

Political Opposition and Challenges

Schlesinger does not shy away from exploring the resistance Roosevelt faced from business elites,
conservative politicians, and even members of the Supreme Court. This opposition shaped the
trajectory of the New Deal and forced Roosevelt to adapt strategies continually. The book’s nuanced
portrayal of these challenges enriches our understanding of the political dynamics of the 1930s.

Why The Coming of New Deal 1933-35 Remains
Relevant

The coming of new deal 1933 35 age roosevelt vol 2 arthur m schlesinger jr is more than a historical
account; it functions as a foundational text that informs current discussions about economic crisis
management, governmental responsibility, and leadership in times of upheaval. Its relevance extends
beyond academic circles to policymakers and historians seeking lessons from Roosevelt's era.

Comprehensive Historical Coverage: The book’s in-depth focus on the first two years of
Roosevelt’s presidency provides unmatched insight into the inception of the New Deal.

Balanced Perspective: Schlesinger’s neutral yet investigative tone offers a fair assessment of
both successes and failures.

Rich Source Material: Use of primary documents enhances the authenticity and detail of the
narrative.



Impact on Presidential Studies: The volume is foundational for understanding the evolution
of the American presidency in the 20th century.

Comparisons to Other New Deal Histories

While many works address the New Deal era, Schlesinger’s volume stands out for its narrative clarity
and analytical precision. Compared to contemporaneous biographies, which may lean heavily on
political heroism or criticism, Schlesinger’s approach is methodical and evidence-driven. This
distinguishes the book as a crucial reference point for historians and political scientists.

Potential Limitations

No historical work is without critique. Some scholars argue that Schlesinger’s portrayal, while
balanced, occasionally displays a sympathetic tilt toward Roosevelt, especially in interpreting
contentious policies. Additionally, the volume’s focus on the federal government sometimes
underplays the roles of state and local actors during the New Deal years. Nevertheless, these
critiques do not diminish the book’s scholarly value but rather invite further research and discussion.

Conclusion: A Landmark Historical Account

The coming of new deal 1933 35 age roosevelt vol 2 arthur m schlesinger jr remains an indispensable
work for understanding the early New Deal and Roosevelt’s leadership during a pivotal era. Its
thorough analysis, grounded in comprehensive research and delivered in a professional tone, provides
readers with a nuanced understanding of the political, economic, and social transformations that
defined the 1930s. For anyone exploring the intricacies of American history’s most ambitious reform
period, Schlesinger’s volume offers clarity, depth, and a foundation for ongoing inquiry.
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