STAR READING TEST PRACTICE

STAR READING TEST PRACTICE: YoUR GUIDE TO IMPROVING READING SkILLS AND CONFIDENCE

STAR READING TEST PRACTICE IS AN ESSENTIAL STEP FOR STUDENTS AIMING TO IMPROVE THEIR READING ABILITIES AND PERFORM
WELL ON ASSESSMENTS. THE STAR READING TEST, WIDELY USED IN SCHOOLS, HELPS EDUCATORS GAUGE A STUDENT'S READING
LEVEL, COMPREHENSION, AND GROWTH OVER TIME. WHETHER YOU’RE A PARENT, TEACHER, OR STUDENT, UNDERSTANDING HOW
TO PREPARE EFFECTIVELY FOR THIS TEST CAN MAKE A SIGNIFICANT DIFFERENCE. IN THIS ARTICLE, WELL EXPLORE EVERYTHING

YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT STAR READING TEST PRACTICE, INCLUDING TIPS, STRATEGIES, AND RESOURCES TO BOOST READING
SKILLS AND BUILD CONFIDENCE.

WHAT Is THE STAR READING TEST?

THE STAR READING TEST IS A COMPUTER-ADAPTIVE ASSESSMENT DESIGNED TO MEASURE A STUDENT’S READING PROFICIENCY.
DEVELOPED BY RENAISSANCE LEARNING, IT ADJUSTS THE DIFFICULTY OF QUESTIONS BASED ON THE STUDENT’S RESPONSES,
PROVIDING A PERSONALIZED TESTING EXPERIENCE. THIS ALLOWS FOR AN ACCURATE MEASUREMENT OF READING LEVEL, RANGING
FROM EARLY LITERACY SKILLS TO ADVANCED COMPREHENSION.

TEACHERS AND SCHOOLS OFTEN USE STAR READING RESULTS TO TAILOR INSTRUCTION TO INDIVIDUAL STUDENT NEEDS, IDENTIFY
AREAS FOR IMPROVEMENT, AND MONITOR PROGRESS THROUGHOUT THE SCHOOL YEAR. THE TEST TYPICALLY COVERS

VOCABULARY, COMPREHENSION, AND THE ABILITY TO ANALYZE TEXTS, MAKING IT A COMPREHENSIVE TOOL FOR READING
ASSESSMENT.

How STAR READING TEST PRACTICE HELPS STUDENTS

PRACTICING FOR THE STAR READING TEST ISN’T JUST ABOUT GETTING FAMILIAR WITH THE FORMAT, IT ALSO ENHANCES CRITICAL
READING SKILLS. W/HEN STUDENTS ENGAGE IN TARGETED PRACTICE, THEY CAN:

® |MPROVE VOCABULARY AND WORD RECOGNITION

® DEVELOP STRONGER COMPREHENSION STRATEGIES

e BUILD READING FLUENCY AND SPEED

e GAIN CONFIDENCE IN HANDLING DIFFERENT TYPES OF TEXTS

® REDUCE TEST ANXIETY BY BECOMING COMFORTABLE WITH QUESTION STYLES

CONSISTENT STAR READING TEST PRACTICE ENCOURAGES A HABIT OF READING AND REFLECTION, WHICH BENEFITS STUDENTS FAR
BEYOND THE TEST ITSELF.

EFFeCTIVE STAR READING TEST PRACTICE STRATEGIES

PREPARING FOR ANY READING ASSESSMENT REQUIRES MORE THAN JUST READING BOOKS. THE KEY IS TO PRACTICE IN WAYS THAT
MIMIC THE TEST’S DEMANDS AND SHARPEN RELEVANT SKILLS.



1. UNDERSTAND THE TEST STRUCTURE

KNOWING WHAT TO EXPECT CAN EASE NERVES AND HELP FOCUS PRACTICE EFFORTS. THE STAR READING TEST CONSISTS OF
MULTIPLE-CHOICE QUESTIONS THAT ADAPT IN DIFFICULTY. QUESTIONS MAY ASK STUDENTS TO:

® [DENTIFY MAIN IDEAS OR THEMES

o DETERMINE THE MEANING OF WORDS IN CONTEXT

e ANALYZE CHARACTERS, SETTINGS, OR PLOTS

® MAKE INFERENCES AND DRAW CONCLUSIONS

BY FAMILIARIZING THEMSELVES WITH THESE QUESTION TYPES, STUDENTS CAN BETTER DIRECT THEIR PRACTICE TOWARD CRITICAL
THINKING AND COMPREHENSION SKILLS.

2. Use PRACTICE TESTS AND SAMPLE QUESTIONS

T AKING PRACTICE TESTS THAT SIMULATE THE STAR READING FORMAT CAN BE INCREDIBLY HELPFUL. THESE TESTS OFFER A LOW-
PRESSURE ENVIRONMENT TO APPLY READING STRATEGIES AND GET USED TO THE ADAPTIVE NATURE OF THE QUESTIONS. MANY
SCHOOLS AND ONLINE RESOURCES PROVIDE SAMPLE QUESTIONS OR FULL PRACTICE TESTS.

Y/ HEN PRACTICING, IT’S IMPORTANT TO REVIEW ANSWERS CAREFULLY, UNDERSTAND MISTAKES, AND LEARN FROM THEM. THIS
REFLECTION IS CRUCIAL FOR GROWTH.

3. BuILD A DIVERSE READING HABIT

ENGAGING WITH A WIDE RANGE OF READING MATERIALS SUPPORTS THE DEVELOPMENT OF VOCABULARY AND COMPREHENSION.
ENCOURAGE READING FICTION, NON-FICTION, POETRY, AND INFORMATIONAL TEXTS. EXPOSURE TO DIFFERENT GENRES HELPS
STUDENTS BECOME VERSATILE READERS, WHICH IS INVALUABLE WHEN APPROACHING THE VARIETY OF PASSAGES IN THE STAR
READING TEST.

4. Focus oN VOCABULARY DEVELOPMENT

A STRONG VOCABULARY IS AT THE HEART OF READING COMPREHENSION. USING FLASHCARDS, VOCABULARY GAMES, AND
CONTEXT CLUES EXERCISES CAN ENHANCE WORD KNOWLEDGE. STUDENTS SHOULD PRACTICE FIGURING OUT UNFAMILIAR WORDS
BY EXAMINING HOW THEY FUNCTION IN SENTENCES, A SKILL OFTEN TESTED ON STAR READING.

5. PrAcTICE ACTIVE READING

ACTIVE READING INVOLVES ENGAGING WITH THE TEXT THROUGH QUESTIONING, SUMMARIZING, AND PREDICTING. TEACHING
STUDENTS TO ANNOTATE PASSAGES, HIGHLIGHT KEY IDEAS, AND PAUSE TO REFLECT HELPS DEEPEN UNDERSTANDING. THIS HABIT
TRANSLATES DIRECTLY TO BETTER PERFORMANCE ON COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS DURING THE TEST.



TooLs AND RESOURCES FOR STAR READING TeEST PRACTICE

THANKS TO TECHNOLOGY AND EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES, THERE ARE PLENTY OF TOOLS AVAILABLE TO SUPPORT STAR READING
TEST PRACTICE.

ONLINE PRACTICE PLATFORMS

SEVERAL WEBSITES OFFER INTERACTIVE READING EXERCISES TAILORED TO VARIOUS GRADE LEVELS AND READING SKILLS.
PLATFORMS LIKE KHAN ACADEMY/ READTHEORY/ AND THE OFFICIAL RENAISSANCE LEARNING SITE PROVIDE VALUABLE PRACTICE
MATERIALS THAT ALIGN WITH STAR READING TEST CONTENT.

EbucATIONAL APPS

APPS DESIGNED FOR IMPROVING READING SKILLS ARE POPULAR AMONG STUDENTS. MANY APPS FEATURE GAMES THAT BUILD
VOCABULARY, COMPREHENSION, AND FLUENCY IN A FUN AND ENGAGING WAY. USING THESE APPS REGULARLY CAN SUPPLEMENT
TRADITIONAL READING PRACTICE EFFECTIVELY.

ReADING GROUPS AND TUTORING

SOMETIMES, PERSONALIZED GUIDANCE CAN MAKE ALL THE DIFFERENCE.JOINING READING GROUPS OR WORKING WITH TUTORS CAN
PROVIDE TARGETED SUPPORT, MOTIVATION, AND FEEDBACK. TUTORS CAN CUSTOMIZE STAR READING TEST PRACTICE TO
ADDRESS SPECIFIC WEAKNESSES AND TRACK PROGRESS.

TiPs FOR PARENTS AND EDUCATORS SUPPORTING STAR READING TEST
PRACTICE

SUPPORTING A CHILD OR STUDENT THROUGH STAR READING TEST PRACTICE INVOLVES MORE THAN JUST HANDING THEM PRACTICE
SHEETS.

1. CReEATE A READING-FRIENDLY ENVIRONMENT

A QUIET, COMFORTABLE SPACE FREE FROM DISTRACTIONS ENCOURAGES FOCUSED READING. STOCKING THE AREA WITH A
VARIETY OF BOOKS AND MATERIALS INVITES EXPLORATION AND INTEREST.

2. ENCoOURAGE DAILY READING

CONSISTENCY IS KEY. EVEN 15-20 MINUTES OF DAILY READING CAN YIELD NOTICEABLE IMPROVEMENTS. MAKE READING A PART
OF THE DAILY ROUTINE TO BUILD STAMINA AND ENJOYMENT.

3. Discuss READING MATERIALS

ENGAGE IN CONVERSATIONS ABOUT WHAT THE STUDENT READS. ASKING OPEN-ENDED QUESTIONS ABOUT STORIES, CHARACTERS,
OR FACTS ENCOURAGES DEEPER THINKING AND COMPREHENSION.



4. CELEBRATE PROGRESS

RECOGNIZING EFFORT AND IMPROVEMENT BOOSTS CONFIDENCE AND MOTIVATION. CELEBRATE MILESTONES, NO MATTER HOW
SMALL, TO MAINTAIN POSITIVE MOMENTUM IN STAR READING TEST PRACTICE.

UNDERSTANDING STAR READING SCcores AND UsING THEM EFFECTIVELY

AFTER PRACTICING AND TAKING THE STAR READING TEST, INTERPRETING THE RESULTS IS VITAL. THE TEST PROVIDES A LEXILE
SCORE, WHICH INDICATES THE STUDENT’S READING LEVEL. THIS SCORE HELPS PARENTS AND EDUCATORS SELECT APPROPRIATE
READING MATERIALS THAT CHALLENGE WITHOUT OVERWHELMING.

USING THE SCORES TO SET REALISTIC GOALS ENCOURAGES CONTINUOUS PROGRESS. FOR EXAMPLE, MOVING FROM A LEXILE
MEASURE OF 600L To 700L MIGHT BE A TARGET OVER A FEW MONTHS. ADDITIONALLY, UNDERSTANDING STRENGTHS AND
WEAKNESSES ALLOWS FOR TAILORED INSTRUCTION AND PRACTICE.

STAR READING TEST PRACTICE IS A JOURNEY THAT COMBINES SKILL-BUILDING, STRATEGY, AND CONFIDENCE. W/ ITH THE RIGHT

APPROACH, STUDENTS CAN NOT ONLY PERFORM BETTER ON THE TEST BUT BECOME LIFELONG READERS WHO APPRECIATE THE
POWER OF LITERACY.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

WHAT Is THE ST AR ReADING TEST?

THE STAR READING TEST IS A COMPUTER-ADAPTIVE ASSESSMENT DESIGNED TO MEASURE STUDENTS' READING COMPREHENSION
SKILLS AND TRACK THEIR PROGRESS OVER TIME.

How CAN STUDENTS EFFECTIVELY PRACTICE FOR THE STAR READING TEST?

STUDENTS CAN PRACTICE BY READING A VARIETY OF TEXTS, TAKING PRACTICE QUIZZES, AND USING ONLINE RESOURCES THAT
SIMULATE THE TEST FORMAT TO IMPROVE THEIR COMPREHENSION AND SPEED.

ARE THERE SPECIFIC STRATEGIES TO IMPROVE SCORES ON THE ST AR ReADING TEST?

YES, STRATEGIES INCLUDE IMPROVING VOCABULARY, PRACTICING SUMMARIZING PASSAGES, ANSWERING QUESTIONS CAREFULLY,
AND BUILDING READING STAMINA THROUGH REGULAR PRACTICE.

How OFTEN SHOULD STUDENTS TAKE PRACTICE ST AR ReADING TESTS?

STUDENTS SHOULD TAKE PRACTICE TESTS REGULARLY, SUCH AS WEEKLY OR BIWEEKLY, TO BECOME FAMILIAR WITH THE TEST
FORMAT AND TRACK THEIR PROGRESS EFFECTIVELY.

X/ HERE CAN TEACHERS FIND RESOURCES FOR ST AR ReADING TEST PRACTICE?

TEACHERS CAN FIND RESOURCES ON THE RENAISSANCE LEARNING WEBSITE, EDUCATIONAL PLATFORMS OFFERING PRACTICE TESTS,
AND THROUGH CLASSROOM READING PROGRAMS ALIGNED WITH ST AR READING SKILLS.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

STAR READING TEST PRACTICE: ENHANCING LITERACY ASSESSMENT AND STUDENT GROW TH



STAR READING TEST PRACTICE HAS BECOME A PIVOTAL COMPONENT IN MODERN EDUCATIONAL ENVIRONMENTS, OFFERING
EDUCATORS A DYNAMIC TOOL TO ASSESS AND MONITOR STUDENTS’ READING ABILITIES. AS SCHOOLS INCREASINGLY RELY ON
DATA-DRIVEN APPROACHES TO TAILOR INSTRUCTION, UNDERSTANDING THE NUANCES AND APPLICATIONS OF STAR ReADING
TESTS IS ESSENTIAL. THIS ARTICLE DELVES INTO THE FEATURES, BENEFITS, AND PRACTICAL CONSIDERATIONS OF STAR ReaDING
TEST PRACTICE, PROVIDING A PROFESSIONAL REVIEW THAT HIGHLIGHTS ITS ROLE IN FOSTERING LITERACY DEVELOPMENT.

UNDERSTANDING ST AR READING AND |ITS EDUCATIONAL ROLE

STAR READING, DEVELOPED BY RENAISSANCE LEARNING, IS AN ADAPTIVE READING ASSESSMENT WIDELY USED ACROSS K-12
SETTINGS. UNLIKE TRADITIONAL STATIC TESTS, ST AR READING ADJUSTS QUESTION DIFFICULTY BASED ON STUDENT
RESPONSES, OFFERING A PERSONALIZED EVALUATION THAT ACCURATELY REFLECTS INDIVIDUAL READING LEVELS. THIS ADAPTIVE
NATURE MAKES STAR READING TEST PRACTICE PARTICULARLY VALUABLE FOR TRACKING PROGRESS OVER TIME AND IDENTIFYING
SPECIFIC AREAS WHERE STUDENTS MAY STRUGGLE.

THE corRE PURPOSE OF ST AR READING IS TO MEASURE READING COMPREHENSION AND FLUENCY, THEREBY ENABLING EDUCATORS
TO TAILOR INTERVENTIONS AND INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES EFFECTIVELY. TS COMPUTER-BASED FORMAT FACILITATES QUICK
ADMINISTRATION AND IMMEDIATE SCORING, WHICH IS CRUCIAL FOR TIMELY DECISION"MAKING IN CLASSROOMS.

Key FEATURES oF ST AR ReADING TEST PRACTICE

SEVERAL ASPECTS DISTINGUISH ST AR READING TEST PRACTICE FROM OTHER ASSESSMENT TOOLS:

e ADAPTIVE QUESTIONINGZ THE TEST ADJUSTS IN REAL-TIME TO A STUDENT’S PERFORMANCE, ENSURING THAT THE
DIFFICULTY LEVEL REMAINS APPROPRIATE AND ENGAGING.

o COMPREHENSIVE REPORTS: EDUCATORS GAIN ACCESS TO DETAILED ANALYTICS, INCLUDING PERCENTILE RANKS, GROWTH
MEASURES, AND DOMAIN-SPECIFIC INSIGHTS.

® SHORT ADMINISTRATION TIME: TYPICALLY REQUIRING 20-30 MINUTES, THE TEST MINIMIZES DISRUPTION TO
INSTRUCTIONAL TIME WHILE PROVIDING MEANINGFUL DATA.

® ALIGNED TO STANDARDS: ST AR READING CORRELATES WITH CoMMON CORE AND STATE-SPECIFIC STANDARDS,
SUPPORTING CURRICULAR ALIGNMENT.

® PRACTICE MODE AVAILABILITY: STUDENTS CAN ENGAGE IN STAR READING TEST PRACTICE SESSIONS TO BECOME
FAMILIAR WITH QUESTION FORMATS AND REDUCE TEST ANXIETY.

THE IMPORTANCE oF ST AR READING TEST PRACTICE IN SKiLL DEVELOPMENT

INCORPORATING REGULAR STAR READING TEST PRACTICE INTO CLASSROOM ROUTINES SERVES MULTIPLE EDUCATIONAL
OBJECTIVES. FIRSTLY, IT ACCLIMATES STUDENTS TO THE FORMAT AND PACING OF THE ASSESSMENT, WHICH CAN LEAD TO MORE
ACCURATE REFLECTIONS OF THEIR ABILITIES. FAMILIARITY WITH THE TEST STRUCTURE OFTEN REDUCES STRESS AND IMPROVES
PERFORMANCE, ESPECIALLY AMONG YOUNGER LEARNERS OR THOSE WITH TEST-RELATED ANXIETY.

MOREOVER, PRACTICE SESSIONS ENABLE TEACHERS TO IDENTIFY KNOWLEDGE GAPS BEFORE THE ACTUAL ASSESSMENT. BY
ANALYZING PRACTICE RESULTS, EDUCATORS CAN IMPLEMENT TARGETED INTERVENTIONS, WHETHER FOCUSING ON VOCABULARY
ACQUISITION, READING FLUENCY, OR COMPREHENSION STRATEGIES. THIS PROACTIVE APPROACH FOSTERS A GROWTH MINDSET
AND ENCOURAGES CONTINUOUS LEARNING.



CoMPARATIVE INsIGHTS: ST AR ReADING VERSUS OTHER READING ASSESSMENTS

WHILE STAR READING IS A PROMINENT TOOL, IT COMPETES WITH SEVERAL OTHER ASSESSMENTS SUCH As DIBELS, MAP
GROWTH, AND FOUNTAS € PINNELL BENCHMARK ASSESSMENTS. EACH HAS DISTINCT METHODOLOGIES AND FOCUSES, MAKING IT
ESSENTIAL TO EVALUATE WHICH ALIGNS BEST WITH SPECIFIC INSTRUCTIONAL GOALS.

¢ DIBELS: PRIMARILY MEASURES EARLY LITERACY SKILLS THROUGH BRIEF FLUENCY CHECKS BUT LACKS THE ADAPTIVE
DEPTH oF ST AR READING.

o MAP GROWTH: OFFERS A BROADER ACADEMIC ASSESSMENT INCLUDING READING, WITH ADAPTIVE TESTING SIMILAR TO
STAR READING BUT COVERS MULTIPLE SUBJECTS.

o FOUNTAS € PINNELL: PROVIDES QUALITATIVE READING LEVEL ASSESSMENTS THROUGH ONE-ON-ONE BENCHMARKING BUT
REQUIRES MORE TIME AND RESOURCES.

CoMPARED TO THESE, ST AR READING’S BLEND OF ADAPTIVE TESTING, QUICK TURNAROUND, AND COMPREHENSIVE REPORTING
CREATES A BALANCED SOLUTION SUITABLE FOR LARGE-SCALE AND INDIVIDUAL STUDENT MONITORING. HOWEVER, EDUCATORS
SHOULD CONSIDER COMPLEMENTARY TOOLS TO CAPTURE A HOLISTIC PICTURE OF LITERACY DEVELOPMENT.

IMPLEMENTING ST AR ReEADING TEST PRACTICE EFFECTIVELY

MAXIMIZING THE BENEFITS OF STAR READING TEST PRACTICE INVOLVES STRATEGIC IMPLEMENTATION. BEST PRACTICES INCLUDE:

CREATING A SUPPORTIVE TESTING ENVIRONMENT

ENSURING THAT STUDENTS ARE COMFORTABLE AND FREE FROM DISTRACTIONS DURING PRACTICE SESSIONS IS CRITICAL. QUIET
SETTINGS AND CONSISTENT SCHEDULING HELP NORMALIZE THE EXPERIENCE, MAKING IT LESS INTIMIDATING AND MORE ROUTINE.

INTEGRATING DATA-DRIVEN INSTRUCTION

THE ACTIONABLE INSIGHTS GAINED FROM ST AR READING PRACTICE SHOULD DIRECTLY INFORM TEACHING. FOR EXAMPLE, IF A
STUDENT’S PRACTICE RESULTS HIGHLIGHT STRUGGLES WITH INFERENTIAL COMPREHENSION, INSTRUCTION CAN BE ADJUSTED TO
INCLUDE TARGETED READING STRATEGIES.

BALANCING PRACTICE FREQUENCY

\WHILE CONSISTENT PRACTICE IS BENEFICIAL, OVER-TESTING CAN LEAD TO FATIGUE AND DIMINISHING RETURNS. SCHOOLS OFTEN
FIND THAT ADMINISTERING ST AR READING ASSESSMENTS QUARTERLY, COMPLEMENTED BY OCCASIONAL PRACTICE SESSIONS,
STRIKES AN EFFECTIVE BALANCE.

CHALLENGES AND CoNSIDERATIONS IN ST AR ReaDING TEST PRACTICE

DESPITE ITS ADVANTAGES, STAR READING TEST PRACTICE IS NOT WITHOUT LIMITATIONS. CRITICS POINT OUT POTENTIAL
OVER~RELIANCE ON COMPUTERIZED ASSESSMENTS, WHICH MAY NOT CAPTURE NUANCED ASPECTS OF READING SUCH AS CRITICAL



THINKING OR CREATIVITY. ADDITIONALLY, THE DIGITAL FORMAT ASSUMES EQUITABLE ACCESS TO TECHNOLOGY, WHICH CAN BE
A BARRIER IN UNDER-RESOURCED SETTINGS.

THERE IS ALSO THE RISK THAT FREQUENT TESTING, EVEN IN PRACTICE MODE, MAY PLACE UNDUE PRESSURE ON STUDENTS,
DETRACTING FROM AUTHENTIC ENGAGEMENT WITH READING MATERIALS. EDUCATORS MUST THEREFORE CAREFULLY WEIGH THE
BENEFITS OF PRACTICE AGAINST THE EMOTIONAL AND COGNITIVE LOAD ON LEARNERS.

ADDRESSING EQUITY AND ACCESSIBILITY

To MITIGATE DISPARITIES, SOME DISTRICTS PROVIDE ADDITIONAL SUPPORT SUCH AS EXTENDED TIME, ALTERNATIVE FORMATS,
OR TECHNOLOGY ACCESS INITIATIVES. INCORPORATING DIVERSE READING MATERIALS AND CULTURALLY RESPONSIVE
INSTRUCTION ALONGSIDE ST AR READING PRACTICE ENHANCES INCLUSIVITY AND RELEVANCE.

FUTURE DIReCTIONS IN ST AR READING AND LITERACY ASSESSMENT

AS EDUCATION TECHNOLOGY EVOLVES, STAR READING CONTINUES TO INTEGRATE INNOVATIVE FEATURES SUCH AS ENHANCED
ITEM TYPES, ADAPTIVE BENCHMARKS, AND INTEGRATION WITH LEARNING MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS. THE POTENTIAL FOR ARTIFICIAL
INTELLIGENCE TO PERSONALIZE READING PRACTICE FURTHER PROMISES TO REFINE ASSESSMENT PRECISION AND INSTRUCTIONAL
ALIGNMENT.

MOREOVER/ ONGOING RESEARCH INTO THE PREDICTIVE VALIDITY OF ST AR READING SCORES CONTRIBUTES TO ITS REFINEMENT,
ENSURING IT REMAINS A ROBUST TOOL FOR IDENTIFYING STUDENTS IN NEED OF SUPPORT AND CELEBRATING LITERACY MILESTONES.

IN THE BROADER LANDSCAPE OF LITERACY EDUCATION, STAR READING TEST PRACTICE EXEMPLIFIES HOW DATA~INFORMED

APPROACHES CAN COEXIST WITH PEDAGOGICAL SENSITIVITY. WHEN IMPLEMENTED THOUGHTFULLY, IT EMPOWERS EDUCATORS
TO NOT ONLY MEASURE READING SKILLS BUT TO NURTURE A LIFELONG LOVE OF READING.
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