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Shadows of Evil Easter Egg Guide: Mastering the Rituals and Secrets

shadows of evil easter egg guide is exactly what many Call of Duty: Black Ops
III players are searching for to conquer one of the most intricate Zombies
maps. Shadows of Evil, set in a noir-inspired, 1940s city, offers an
immersive experience packed with complex storylines, challenging rituals, and
hidden secrets. If you’re ready to dive deep into this atmospheric map and
unravel its mysteries, this guide will walk you through each step of the
iconic Shadows of Evil Easter egg with clear explanations and helpful tips.

Understanding the Shadows of Evil Map and Its
Lore

Before we get into the nuts and bolts of completing the Easter egg, it’s
essential to grasp the setting and background. Shadows of Evil is the first
Zombies map introduced in Black Ops III, featuring four unique characters:
Nero, Jessica, Jack, and Floyd. Each character has their own storyline and
special “rituals” to perform during the game. The city itself is cursed, and
your goal is to unlock the portal to escape while battling hordes of demonic
zombies.

This knowledge is crucial because the Easter egg heavily relies on performing
specific rituals and interacting with various items scattered around the map.
Getting familiar with the layout, including the four main
districts—Footlight, Waterfront, Canals, and the Junction—will make your
journey smoother.

Step-by-Step Shadows of Evil Easter Egg Guide

1. Unlocking the Pack-a-Punch Machine

One of the first major objectives is to access the Pack-a-Punch machine, a
vital upgrade station for your weapons. This process involves activating four
rituals, each performed by one of the characters in their respective
district.

Footlight Ritual: Collect the Summoning Key and place it on the altar in
Footlight. Defeat the shadow man and interact with the purple orb.

Waterfront Ritual: After activating the ritual altar, defeat the shadow



man and collect the purple orb.

Canals Ritual: Similar to the others, activate the altar and defeat the
shadow man.

Junction Ritual: Activate the altar, defeat the shadow man, and collect
the orb.

Once all four rituals are completed, the Pack-a-Punch machine will be
accessible near the spawn area. This upgrade is crucial for handling higher
rounds and tougher enemies.

2. Obtaining the Summoning Key

The Summoning Key is a unique item central to the Shadows of Evil storyline
and Easter egg. After initiating the rituals, the Summoning Key will appear
in the spawn area. Pick it up and use it to interact with various objects
around the map.

You’ll need the Summoning Key to open portals, activate certain machines, and
eventually unlock the path to the boss fight. It’s a good idea to keep track
of its location and manage your inventory wisely, as it cannot be dropped
once picked up.

3. Collecting the Four Shadow Man Orbs

During each ritual, you defeat a shadow man, which drops a purple orb. These
orbs are essential items that power up the Summoning Key and facilitate the
unlocking of the Pack-a-Punch machine. Make sure to collect all four orbs
from each district; missing even one will prevent progression.

This part of the Easter egg requires coordination if you’re playing
cooperatively. Assign roles or districts to each player to speed up the
ritual completion and orb collection.

4. The Beast Mode and Shadow Man Interactions

Shadows of Evil introduces a unique mechanic called Beast Mode, allowing
players to transform into a shadow beast temporarily. This ability is crucial
for interacting with specific objects, completing rituals, and traversing
certain areas inaccessible in human form.

Using Beast Mode effectively can save time when activating rituals or
escaping dangerous zombie hordes. Also, the Shadow Man encounters during the



rituals are challenging, so prepare your weapons and ammo before engaging.

Advanced Tips for Completing Shadows of Evil
Easter Egg

Weapon Recommendations and Upgrades

Starting with reliable weapons like the RK5 or the Vesper SMG will help you
survive the early rounds. Once you have access to the Pack-a-Punch machine,
prioritize upgrading weapons that offer balanced damage and ammo capacity.
The specialized wonder weapons like the Apothicon Servant can be game-
changers during the boss fight.

Managing Buildables and Perks

Building the shield early in the game is advisable, as it provides protection
and additional utility in combat. Make sure to collect parts scattered around
the map to assemble it. Perks such as Juggernog and Quick Revive are
essential for survivability, so plan your points accordingly.

Cooperative Play Strategies

If you’re playing with friends, communication is key. Divide the map’s
districts among players to complete rituals simultaneously. Sharing weapons
and ammo, and coordinating Beast Mode usage, can significantly reduce the
time it takes to complete the Easter egg.

The Final Battle: Facing the Shadow Man

After completing the rituals, collecting the orbs, and powering up the
Summoning Key, you’ll unlock the path to the final boss fight against the
Shadow Man. This battle is intense and requires careful strategy.

Use the Pack-a-Punch weapons and your best perks to survive waves of zombies
and the Shadow Man’s attacks. Remember to use Beast Mode strategically to
avoid damage and reposition. Keep an eye on your teammates for revives and
share ammo when possible.



Secrets and Easter Egg Rewards

Completing the Shadows of Evil Easter egg unlocks not only the story
progression but also exclusive rewards like the Apothicon Servant wonder
weapon and character backstory insights. Exploring the map thoroughly reveals
hidden radios, posters, and audio logs that enrich the lore and provide clues
for future Zombies maps.

Additionally, mastering this Easter egg is a badge of honor in the Zombies
community, showcasing your skill and teamwork.

Shadows of Evil remains one of the most atmospheric and challenging Zombies
maps, and conquering its Easter egg is a fulfilling experience. Whether
you’re a seasoned player or new to the Black Ops III Zombies mode, following
this guide ensures you’re well-equipped to face the dark corners of Morg City
and emerge victorious.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main objective of the Shadows of Evil
Easter egg in Call of Duty: Black Ops III?
The main objective of the Shadows of Evil Easter egg is to complete a series
of complex steps involving rituals, unlocking the Pack-a-Punch machine, and
defeating the Shadow Man to unlock the full storyline and access the upgraded
weapons.

How do you start the Shadows of Evil Easter egg
quest?
To start the Shadows of Evil Easter egg, players must first complete the four
character rituals by collecting and sacrificing the required items at each
ritual site. This unlocks the Summoning Key and progresses the Easter egg
quest.

What are the four rituals in Shadows of Evil, and
how do you complete them?
The four rituals correspond to each character's unique weapon. Players must
collect specific items such as the Beast Mode, ritual knives, and summon the
ritual areas by completing challenges and defeating enemies to complete each
character's ritual.



How do you unlock the Pack-a-Punch machine in
Shadows of Evil?
To unlock the Pack-a-Punch machine, players need to complete all four
character rituals, build the Summoning Key, and then use the key to open the
portal in the rift area. Afterward, the Pack-a-Punch machine becomes
accessible for weapon upgrades.

What tips can help successfully complete the Shadows
of Evil Easter egg?
Key tips include coordinating with your team for each ritual, managing your
Beast Mode effectively, focusing on unlocking the Pack-a-Punch early, and
communicating enemy spawns. Also, practice the boss fight mechanics and
ensure everyone has upgraded weapons before the final battle.

Additional Resources
**Shadows of Evil Easter Egg Guide: Mastering One of Black Ops III’s Most
Intricate Quests**

shadows of evil easter egg guide offers players a detailed walkthrough of
arguably one of the most complex and rewarding challenges in Call of Duty:
Black Ops III Zombies mode. Since its release, Shadows of Evil has captivated
gamers with its noir-inspired setting, multifaceted characters, and most
notably, its elaborate easter egg questline. This guide delves into the
critical steps, strategies, and nuances essential for completing the Shadows
of Evil easter egg, providing a professional analysis to help even seasoned
players navigate its intricacies.

Understanding the Shadows of Evil Map and Its
Easter Egg Significance

Set in a fictional 1940s city known as Morg City, Shadows of Evil serves as
the inaugural Zombies map in Black Ops III. The map’s atmosphere combines a
dark, film noir aesthetic with supernatural horror elements, which are
reflected in the complexity and thematic depth of its easter egg. Unlike
simpler easter eggs in earlier Zombies maps, Shadows of Evil’s questline
requires a blend of exploration, strategic combat, puzzle-solving, and
cooperative teamwork.

The easter egg is not merely a side challenge but a core part of the Shadows
of Evil experience, unlocking additional story elements and unique gameplay
rewards, such as the Apothicon Servant weapon. Understanding the map layout,
including key areas like the Footlight District, Waterfront, Canal District,
and the boss fight arena, is crucial. Each location houses specific rituals,



challenges, and collectible items required for quest progression.

Key Features of the Shadows of Evil Easter Egg Quest

- Multi-stage progression involving rituals and trials.
- Collection and assembly of unique weapons and items.
- Utilization of the Pack-a-Punch machine and ritual altars.
- The necessity of teamwork and role specialization.
- Integration of narrative elements deeply tied to the Black Ops Zombies
storyline.

Step-by-Step Shadows of Evil Easter Egg Guide

Navigating the Shadows of Evil easter egg requires a methodical approach.
This section provides a comprehensive stepwise breakdown of the quest, aiding
players in minimizing confusion and maximizing efficiency.

1. Unlocking the Ritual Areas

The first step involves gaining access to the four ritual altars scattered
across Morg City’s districts. Each player must perform a specific ritual that
requires collecting corresponding summoning orbs:

Start by turning on the power at the Fuse Box in the Canal District.1.

Locate the summoning orbs around the map; these are crucial to2.
initiating rituals.

Perform rituals at each district’s altar to unlock deeper sections of3.
the map and progress the storyline.

2. Collecting the Shadowman’s Weapon

One of the iconic rewards in Shadows of Evil is the Apothicon Servant, a
powerful wonder weapon obtained through a multi-step process. Acquiring this
weapon is essential for later stages of the easter egg.

Collect the Margwa heart by defeating a Margwa boss.



Use the heart to unlock the locked door in the waterfront district.

Gather the parts of the Apothicon Servant scattered across the map.

Assemble the weapon at the Pack-a-Punch machine.

3. The Beast Mode and Shadow Beast Transformation

A unique mechanic in Shadows of Evil is the Beast Mode, allowing players to
transform into a shadowy creature to interact with specific objects and
access hidden areas. This transformation is integral to the easter egg, as
many steps require players to be in Beast Mode.

Players must:

Use Beast Mode to collect summoning orbs and open portals.

Complete Beast Mode challenges that unlock subsequent phases of the
quest.

4. The Rituals and Summoning the Shadowman

After completing the initial rituals and collecting necessary items, players
advance to summoning the Shadowman, the map’s antagonist. This phase
involves:

Performing the four district rituals simultaneously or in sequence.1.

Using the Apothicon Servant to weaken the Shadowman’s defenses during2.
the boss fight.

Executing team coordination to survive waves of enemies and protect3.
ritual altars.

5. The Final Boss Fight

The climax of the Shadows of Evil easter egg is the boss fight against the
Shadowman. This encounter tests players’ combat skills, strategic use of



weapons, and teamwork.

Key aspects include:

Managing the boss’s phases, each with distinct attack patterns.

Using Pack-a-Punched weapons and the Apothicon Servant effectively.

Employing environmental advantages within the boss arena.

Coordinated revivals and resource sharing among teammates.

Comparative Analysis: Shadows of Evil Easter
Egg vs. Other Zombies Quests

Shadows of Evil’s easter egg stands out for its narrative depth and
mechanical complexity compared to earlier Zombies maps like Kino der Toten or
Ascension. While those maps offered linear easter egg steps focused primarily
on combat and simple puzzles, Shadows of Evil integrates character-driven
storylines and multi-layered rituals.

Moreover, the introduction of Beast Mode adds a significant gameplay
variation, demanding players to adapt between human and shadow forms. This
mechanic introduces puzzle-solving elements absent in previous quests.

From a difficulty standpoint, Shadows of Evil’s easter egg is more demanding,
requiring precise teamwork and understanding of map mechanics. However, the
rewards justify the challenge, as players unlock powerful weapons and story
lore that enrich the Zombies universe.

Tips and Strategies for Successfully Completing
the Shadows of Evil Easter Egg

Given the quest’s complexity, players benefit from adopting specific
strategies:

Communication is paramount: Coordinating rituals, managing Beast Mode
timing, and synchronizing attacks during the boss fight enhance success
rates.

Weapon preparation: Prioritize upgrading weapons via Pack-a-Punch and
securing the Apothicon Servant early.



Resource management: Maintain ammo reserves and use GobbleGums
strategically to survive waves and complete objectives.

Practice key mechanics: Familiarize with Beast Mode controls and
summoning orb locations before attempting full quest runs.

Role specialization: Assign players specific tasks such as ritual
performance, Margwa fighting, and boss damage to optimize efficiency.

Technical Considerations and Common Challenges

Players often encounter technical hurdles, such as timing rituals incorrectly
or failing to transition smoothly between Beast Mode and human form. The
quest’s design demands not just combat proficiency but also memory and
puzzle-solving skills.

Additionally, Shadows of Evil’s multiplayer nature can lead to coordination
issues, especially with random teammates. This challenge underscores the
importance of playing with a reliable squad or using voice communication
tools.

Speedrunners and high-level players often analyze the easter egg steps to
minimize downtime, showcasing the quest’s depth and replay value. However,
casual players may find the complexity daunting without proper preparation
and guidance.

---

In essence, the Shadows of Evil easter egg serves as a benchmark for Zombies
mode challenges, blending a rich narrative with mechanically diverse gameplay
elements. This guide synthesizes the core components and tactical insights
necessary for mastering the quest, empowering players to explore Morg City’s
dark secrets and emerge victorious against the Shadowman’s malevolent forces.
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