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New Orleans Drunk History Tour: A Spirited Journey Through the Crescent City’s Past

new orleans drunk history tour is more than just a walk through the French Quarter or a casual
stroll along the Mississippi River. It’s an immersive, lively experience that blends the city’s rich
historical tapestry with its undeniable party spirit. If you’ve ever wondered what it might be like to
learn about New Orleans’ colorful past while enjoying its famous cocktails, this tour is exactly what
you need. It combines storytelling, local legends, and a few drinks to create an unforgettable
adventure that’s as educational as it is entertaining.

What is the New Orleans Drunk History Tour?

The New Orleans Drunk History Tour is inspired by the popular “Drunk History” TV series, where
narrators recount historical events while tipsy, and actors reenact these stories on screen. This tour
brings that concept to life by guiding participants through some of the most iconic parts of New
Orleans while sharing humorous, often little-known tales about the city’s past, all in a relaxed,
convivial atmosphere.

Unlike traditional history tours that can sometimes feel dry or overly academic, this one leverages the
unique culture of New Orleans—a city famous for its music, food, and, of course, cocktails—to deliver
a memorable learning experience. Guests sip on expertly crafted drinks as they hear stories about
pirates, voodoo queens, jazz legends, and notorious criminals who once roamed the streets.

Where Does the Tour Take Place?

Most New Orleans drunk history tours take place within the French Quarter, the city’s oldest and most
famous neighborhood. This area is a perfect backdrop for storytelling, with its cobblestone streets,
wrought-iron balconies, and centuries-old architecture. Stops typically include historic bars, hidden
courtyards, and landmarks tied to the tales being told.

Some tours also extend to nearby neighborhoods like the Marigny or Garden District, depending on
the route and focus. Walking between venues allows participants to soak in the city’s vibrant
atmosphere and get a true feel for the unique blend of cultures that define New Orleans.

Why Choose a Drunk History Tour in New Orleans?

Experience History with a Twist

New Orleans is a city steeped in history—from its founding by the French, through its role in the
American Civil War, to its reputation as a melting pot of cultures and traditions. But history here is far



from boring. With a drunk history tour, you get to experience these stories told in a casual, humorous
style that makes learning fun and engaging.

Enjoy Local Drinks and Signature Cocktails

No New Orleans experience is complete without sampling its legendary cocktails. The drunk history
tour typically includes tastings of iconic drinks like the Sazerac, Hurricane, or Ramos Gin Fizz. The
combination of delicious beverages and captivating stories creates an atmosphere that’s both social
and educational, making it an ideal way for visitors to connect with the city.

Meet Fellow Travelers and Locals

The tour encourages interaction and laughter, making it a perfect way to meet new people who share
your interests. Whether you’re traveling solo, as a couple, or with friends, the drunk history tour
fosters a sense of camaraderie among participants, making the experience even more enjoyable.

What to Expect on a New Orleans Drunk History Tour

Engaging Storytelling

Professional guides—often local historians or performers—lead the tour, weaving together historical
facts with anecdotes and myths. Their storytelling style is animated and approachable, filled with
humor and charm. Each tale brings a different aspect of New Orleans to life, from the origins of Mardi
Gras to the exploits of infamous characters like Jean Lafitte or Marie Laveau.

Multiple Drink Stops

One of the highlights of the tour is visiting several bars or historic taverns, where guests get to
sample a variety of drinks. These stops not only give you a taste of the city’s cocktail culture but also
offer a chance to rest and socialize before moving on to the next story location.

Walking and Exploring

Since New Orleans’ historic districts are compact, the tour involves a fair amount of walking.
Comfortable shoes are a must! The strolls between stops offer excellent photo opportunities and allow
you to admire architectural gems, street art, and vibrant local life.



Tips for Enjoying Your New Orleans Drunk History Tour

Book in Advance: These tours are popular, especially during peak tourist seasons like Mardi
Gras or Jazz Fest, so securing your spot ahead of time is wise.

Dress Comfortably: Wear weather-appropriate clothing and comfortable shoes, as you’ll be
walking and standing for extended periods.

Pace Yourself: Even though it’s a “drunk” history tour, it’s important to drink responsibly.
Enjoy the cocktails but know your limits to fully appreciate the stories and the experience.

Bring an Open Mind: The tour mixes fact with folklore and humor, so approach it with a sense
of fun and curiosity rather than strict historical accuracy.

Stay Hydrated: Drinking water between stops can help you stay refreshed and comfortable
throughout the tour.

Beyond the Tour: Exploring New Orleans’ Drinking
History

New Orleans’ drinking culture is as storied as its history. The city’s bars are often landmarks in their
own right, with some dating back over a century. Learning about the origins of classic cocktails on a
drunk history tour adds layers of appreciation when you visit spots like the Carousel Bar or Pat
O’Brien’s.

The tour also touches on the Prohibition era, when bootlegging and speakeasies flourished in the city.
Tales of secret passages, hidden bars, and notorious rum-runners add a thrilling dimension to
understanding New Orleans’ past.

Voodoo, Jazz, and Booze: The Perfect Mix

New Orleans is famous for its intertwining of culture, music, and mysticism. Many drunk history tours
include stories about voodoo queens, jazz musicians, and colorful characters who shaped the city’s
identity. This blend of history, myth, and local lore makes the experience uniquely captivating.

Is the New Orleans Drunk History Tour Right for You?

If you love history but find traditional tours a bit dull, or if you want to combine sightseeing with a fun
night out, this is a perfect choice. It’s especially great for those who appreciate storytelling told with a
dose of humor and a splash of local flavor. Whether you’re a history buff, a cocktail enthusiast, or just



looking for something different to do in New Orleans, the drunk history tour offers a compelling and
enjoyable way to connect with the city’s soul.

So next time you’re in the Crescent City, consider stepping off the beaten path and raising a glass to
history—New Orleans style.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the New Orleans Drunk History Tour?
The New Orleans Drunk History Tour is a guided walking tour that combines storytelling with a fun,
lively atmosphere, where guides share historical tales of New Orleans while guests enjoy drinks along
the way.

How long does the New Orleans Drunk History Tour last?
The tour typically lasts around 2 to 3 hours, allowing participants to explore key historic sites in New
Orleans while enjoying drinks and engaging stories.

Is the New Orleans Drunk History Tour suitable for all ages?
No, the tour is intended for adults aged 21 and over since it involves alcohol consumption at multiple
stops.

What kind of stories are told during the New Orleans Drunk
History Tour?
The tour features entertaining and often humorous stories about New Orleans’ rich history, including
tales of famous personalities, local legends, and significant events.

Do I need to book tickets in advance for the New Orleans
Drunk History Tour?
Yes, it is recommended to book tickets in advance as the tours can fill up quickly, especially during
peak tourist seasons and weekends.

Are food and drinks included in the price of the New Orleans
Drunk History Tour?
Drinks are usually included or available as part of the ticket price or at participating stops, but food is
generally not included; guests may have the option to purchase food separately during the tour.



Additional Resources
New Orleans Drunk History Tour: A Spirited Journey Through Time

new orleans drunk history tour has emerged as a fascinating and unconventional way to explore
the rich and often colorful past of one of America’s most iconic cities. Combining storytelling,
historical facts, and a liberal dose of local libations, these tours offer an immersive experience that
goes beyond the traditional museum visits or walking tours. Yet, as innovative and entertaining as
this concept may sound, it invites a closer examination of its educational value, cultural sensitivity,
and overall appeal in the saturated New Orleans tourism market.

Understanding the Concept of the New Orleans Drunk
History Tour

At its core, the New Orleans drunk history tour capitalizes on the popular “Drunk History” television
series, where narrators recount historical events while intoxicated, with actors reenacting the stories.
Adapted for live audiences, the tour blends guided walking or trolley experiences with stops at
notable bars and landmarks, allowing participants to sample local drinks and hear stories laced with
humor and sometimes irreverence.

This hybrid format offers a multi-sensory approach to history: the ambiance of historic neighborhoods
like the French Quarter or Treme, the taste of classic cocktails such as the Sazerac or Hurricane, and
the auditory stimulation of animated storytelling. The result is a narrative-driven exploration that
appeals to tourists seeking more than just dates and facts—they want atmosphere, flavor, and
personality.

Historical Accuracy vs. Entertainment Value

One of the key tensions in the New Orleans drunk history tour lies between educational content and
entertainment. While the guides strive to present historically accurate information, the intoxicated
storytelling style and comedic embellishments sometimes blur the line between fact and fiction. For
visitors with a deep interest in precise historical scholarship, this approach may seem superficial or
even misleading.

However, the tour’s popularity suggests that many participants appreciate the lively presentation as a
gateway to learning about New Orleans’ complex past—from its colonial roots and jazz heritage to its
role in the Civil Rights Movement. The informal storytelling style can make history more
approachable, especially for younger audiences or those less inclined to traditional academic formats.

Key Features of the New Orleans Drunk History Tour



Immersive Storytelling and Local Flavor

A defining characteristic of the New Orleans drunk history tour is its emphasis on immersion. Unlike
standard tours that rely heavily on scripted narration, these experiences encourage interaction,
spontaneous commentary, and an embrace of the city’s festive spirit. Guides often share lesser-
known anecdotes about infamous figures like Marie Laveau or Jean Lafitte, enlivening the narrative
with local vernacular and humor.

The integration of bar stops not only provides an authentic taste of New Orleans’ cocktail culture but
also situates the stories within their historical context. For instance, recounting tales of Prohibition-era
speakeasies while sipping a classic Ramos Gin Fizz adds depth and immediacy to the historical
narrative.

Tour Duration and Accessibility

Most tours span approximately two to three hours, covering a manageable walking distance
punctuated by breaks at two or three different bars. This duration strikes a balance between
engagement and fatigue, allowing participants to absorb stories without feeling rushed or
overwhelmed.

Accessibility varies by tour operator, but many strive to accommodate diverse groups, including
offering private tours or options tailored to different interests, such as a focus on haunted history or
jazz legends. However, the nature of the tour—requiring mobility and alcohol consumption—may
exclude some visitors, including minors, those with mobility impairments, or individuals avoiding
alcohol.

Pricing and Value Proposition

The cost of a New Orleans drunk history tour typically ranges from $50 to $80 per person, depending
on the provider, tour length, and inclusion of drinks. When compared to other themed tours in the
city, this pricing is competitive, especially given the combined value of historical education and
curated cocktail tastings.

From a value standpoint, participants receive not only entertainment and education but also an
introduction to New Orleans’ vibrant nightlife and culinary scene. Nevertheless, potential guests
should weigh the benefits against possible downsides, such as the risk of overindulgence or the less
formal tone that may not appeal to all.

Comparative Analysis: Drunk History Tour vs.
Traditional Historical Tours in New Orleans

When examining the New Orleans drunk history tour alongside more conventional options, several
distinctions emerge:



Engagement Style: Drunk history tours prioritize humor and storytelling, whereas traditional
tours often focus on detailed historical analysis and preservation narratives.

Audience: The former attracts visitors seeking entertainment and social interaction, while the
latter appeals to history buffs and academic-minded travelers.

Setting: Drunk history tours incorporate bar stops and nightlife elements, contrasting with the
museum visits and landmark-focused itineraries of traditional tours.

Information Depth: Conventional tours typically offer more in-depth explanations and
contextual background, while drunk history tours present a lighter, more anecdotal overview.

These differences suggest that each type of tour serves a distinct niche within the diverse spectrum
of New Orleans tourism. Some visitors might even choose to experience both, gaining a well-rounded
understanding through complementary approaches.

Pros and Cons of the New Orleans Drunk History Tour

Pros:1.

Engaging and memorable storytelling style

Integration of local cocktail culture enhances authenticity

Suitable for social groups and tourists seeking a lively experience

Accessible introduction to New Orleans history for casual learners

Cons:2.

Potential for historical inaccuracies due to comedic license

Alcohol consumption may not suit all participants

May overshadow more serious or complex aspects of local history

Limited accessibility for individuals with mobility issues or underage visitors



Impact on Local Tourism and Cultural Representation

The emergence of the New Orleans drunk history tour reflects broader trends in experiential tourism,
where visitors seek authentic, interactive, and often unconventional ways to connect with a
destination. By highlighting the city’s unique blend of history and nightlife, these tours contribute to
the local economy, supporting small businesses such as bars, restaurants, and independent tour
operators.

However, there is an ongoing conversation about cultural representation and sensitivity. New Orleans’
history includes narratives of slavery, racial segregation, and resilience that demand respectful
treatment. While humor and casual storytelling can enhance accessibility, they also risk trivializing
important issues if not handled thoughtfully. Tour operators who succeed in balancing entertainment
with respect for historical complexity tend to receive better reviews and community support.

Future Directions and Innovations

As the New Orleans tourism industry evolves, the drunk history tour format may continue to adapt.
Potential innovations include:

Incorporating technology such as augmented reality to enrich storytelling

Developing themed tours focusing on specific historical periods or communities

Offering non-alcoholic versions to broaden accessibility

Partnering with local historians and cultural organizations to ensure accuracy and inclusivity

These developments could help solidify the drunk history tour’s place as both a popular and
responsible way to experience New Orleans.

The New Orleans drunk history tour represents a compelling synthesis of education and
entertainment that captures the city’s spirit in a uniquely engaging format. For travelers willing to
embrace its playful approach, it provides a memorable lens through which to view the layered stories
of this vibrant city.
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