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Good Sam Dinghy Towing Guide 2022: Everything You Need to Know for Safe and Smooth Towing

good sam dinghy towing guide 2022 is a must-read for anyone who enjoys RV travel and wants to tow a
dinghy (a small car) behind their motorhome or travel trailer. Whether you’re a seasoned RVer or just
starting your journey, this guide will walk you through essential tips, best practices, and common pitfalls to
avoid when towing a dinghy. With the increasing popularity of RVing and the convenience of having
your own vehicle at your destination, understanding the ins and outs of dinghy towing is crucial for a
stress-free and safe trip.

Understanding Dinghy Towing Basics

Before hooking up your dinghy to your RV, it’s important to understand the basics of dinghy towing. This
involves knowing what kind of tow bar to use, how to properly connect your vehicle, and the legal
requirements you must meet.

What is Dinghy Towing?

Dinghy towing, also known as flat towing, is when you tow a vehicle behind your RV with all four
wheels on the ground. Unlike trailer towing, where the vehicle is lifted or placed on a trailer, dinghy
towing allows you to bring your car along without additional trailers or dollies. This method is popular
because it’s more fuel-efficient and easier to maneuver.

Types of Vehicles Suitable for Dinghy Towing

Not all vehicles are created equal when it comes to dinghy towing. The best candidates are typically
manual transmission vehicles or automatic vehicles specifically designed or modified for flat towing. Some
SUVs and trucks also have manufacturer-approved flat towing setups.

Before deciding on a dinghy, check your vehicle owner’s manual or consult with the manufacturer to
ensure your car can be towed safely without causing transmission or drivetrain damage.



Choosing the Right Tow Bar and Accessories

Selecting a reliable tow bar and the right towing accessories can make all the difference in your towing
experience. The Good Sam dinghy towing guide 2022 emphasizes investing in quality equipment designed
for your specific towing needs.

Types of Tow Bars

There are several tow bar options available:

Non-binding Tow Bars: These allow slight movement between the RV and dinghy, reducing stress
on the towing connections. Popular models include Blue Ox and Roadmaster.

Self-aligning Tow Bars: These simplify the hookup process by automatically aligning the tow bar
during connection.

Folding Tow Bars: Ideal for compact storage when not in use.

Make sure the tow bar you choose is rated for the weight of your dinghy and compatible with both
vehicles.

Essential Dinghy Towing Accessories

Beyond the tow bar, several accessories improve safety and convenience:

Safety Cables: These act as a backup connection if the tow bar fails.

Tow Bar Wiring Kit: Essential for linking the dinghy’s brake lights, turn signals, and running lights
to your RV.

Base Plates: Installed on the dinghy, these provide the attachment points for the tow bar.

Braking Systems: Supplemental braking systems are often required by law and help reduce wear on
your dinghy’s brakes.



Step-by-Step Process for Safe Dinghy Towing

Following a proper towing procedure ensures your safety and protects your vehicles.

Pre-Towing Vehicle Preparation

Before hooking up:

Check your dinghy’s fluid levels, especially transmission and engine oil.

Ensure tires are properly inflated to recommended pressures.

Verify your dinghy’s battery is charged, particularly if you have a supplemental braking system that
uses power.

Disengage the parking brake and put the transmission in neutral.

Consult your owner’s manual for any specific preparation steps.

Hooking Up the Tow Bar

The Good Sam dinghy towing guide 2022 suggests these steps for connecting your tow bar:

Align your RV and dinghy on a flat surface.1.

Attach the base plates to the dinghy’s mounting points.2.

Connect the tow bar to the base plates and ensure the locking mechanisms are secure.3.

Attach safety cables in a crisscross pattern under the tow bar.4.

Connect the wiring harness to synchronize the lights.5.

Install the supplemental braking system following manufacturer instructions.6.



Driving Tips While Towing a Dinghy

Towing a dinghy changes your vehicle dynamics. Here are some tips to keep your drive smooth and safe:

Accelerate and brake gradually to avoid jerks.

Increase your following distance to allow extra stopping room.

Take wider turns to accommodate the extra length.

Be mindful of speed limits specific to towing situations.

Regularly check connections during stops on long trips.

Legal and Safety Considerations

Understanding the legal requirements for dinghy towing in different states or provinces is essential to
avoid fines or unsafe situations.

State and Provincial Regulations

Some states require supplemental braking systems on dinghies above a certain weight. Others have specific
rules about lighting or safety chains. The Good Sam dinghy towing guide 2022 encourages readers to
research local laws before hitting the road.

Insurance and Liability

Your RV insurance may not cover damage to your dinghy when being towed. It’s wise to check with
your insurance provider and consider additional coverage for your dinghy vehicle during transit.

Maintaining Your Dinghy and Towing Equipment

Proper maintenance extends the life of your dinghy and towing gear.



Regular Inspections

Before every trip, inspect:

Tow bar components for signs of wear, rust, or damage.

Base plate attachment points for loose bolts.

Electrical wiring for frays or poor connections.

Dinghy tires and brakes.

Post-Trip Care

After towing:

Clean and lubricate tow bar joints.

Check for any unusual noises or vibrations during travel and address issues promptly.

Recharge or maintain your dinghy’s battery if it was used for braking systems.

Additional Tips from the Good Sam Community

The Good Sam Club is a treasure trove of experience from fellow RVers who have mastered dinghy
towing. Here are some community-sourced insights:

Practice hooking up and disconnecting your dinghy in a safe, open area before hitting the highway.

Use plastic covers on your tow bar connectors to prevent rust during storage.

Consider installing a remote starter or battery disconnect switch on your dinghy for added
convenience and safety.



Join Good Sam forums or local RV clubs to learn from others’ experiences and stay updated on
towing regulations.

Towing a dinghy behind your RV adds freedom and flexibility to your adventures, letting you explore
your destination without lugging around your motorhome. With the Good Sam dinghy towing guide 2022
in hand, you’re better equipped to tow safely, legally, and confidently, ensuring every trip is as enjoyable
as it should be.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Good Sam dinghy towing guide 2022?
The Good Sam dinghy towing guide 2022 is a comprehensive resource published by Good Sam to help RV
owners safely tow their dinghies or small vehicles behind their motorhomes.

What types of dinghies are covered in the Good Sam dinghy towing
guide 2022?
The guide covers various types of dinghies including small cars, motorcycles, and lightweight vehicles that
can be towed behind RVs using different towing methods.

What towing methods are recommended in the Good Sam dinghy
towing guide 2022?
The guide recommends towing methods such as flat towing (four wheels down), using a tow dolly (two
wheels down), and trailer towing (all wheels off the ground), with detailed pros and cons for each.

Does the Good Sam dinghy towing guide 2022 provide safety tips for
towing?
Yes, the guide offers extensive safety tips including proper hitching techniques, brake and lighting
requirements, weight limits, and regular maintenance checks to ensure safe towing.

Are there legal considerations mentioned in the Good Sam dinghy
towing guide 2022?
The guide highlights important legal considerations such as state-specific towing laws, necessary
registrations, and insurance requirements to comply with regulations while towing a dinghy.



Can the Good Sam dinghy towing guide 2022 help with choosing the
right towing equipment?
Absolutely, it provides recommendations on selecting appropriate towing hitches, tow bars, braking
systems, and other accessories tailored to the type of dinghy and RV setup.

Where can I access the Good Sam dinghy towing guide 2022?
The guide is available to Good Sam members through their official website, and it can also be found in Good
Sam RV magazines or by contacting Good Sam customer service for the latest copy.

Additional Resources
Good Sam Dinghy Towing Guide 2022: Expert Insights and Practical Tips

good sam dinghy towing guide 2022 serves as an essential resource for RV enthusiasts and boat owners
who frequently tow dinghies behind their vehicles. As more adventurers explore remote lakes, rivers, and
coastal areas, understanding the nuances of dinghy towing has become vital for safety, efficiency, and
vehicle longevity. This guide delves into the latest recommendations, best practices, and product
evaluations from Good Sam and other authoritative sources, providing a comprehensive overview tailored
to both beginners and seasoned tow operators.

Understanding Dinghy Towing Fundamentals

Dinghy towing involves attaching a small boat, typically an inflatable or lightweight vessel, to the back of a
motorhome, truck, or SUV using a specialized tow bar or towing system. Unlike larger boats that require
trailers, dinghies offer a more compact and convenient option for water enthusiasts. However, towing even
a small boat demands careful attention to vehicle compatibility, towing equipment, and legal regulations.

The Good Sam dinghy towing guide 2022 emphasizes the importance of selecting the correct tow bar and
ensuring proper attachment points. Vehicle manufacturers often specify maximum towing weights and
recommend compatible hitch types, which should never be exceeded. Ignoring these parameters can lead
to unsafe driving conditions, excessive wear and tear, or even accidents.

Key Components of a Dinghy Towing Setup

To achieve safe and efficient towing, the following components are crucial:



Tow Bar: The mechanical link between the towing vehicle and the dinghy. Options include rigid,
telescoping, and folding tow bars, each with distinct advantages depending on storage space and ease
of use.

Safety Cables: Secondary connectors that prevent the dinghy from detaching if the tow bar fails.

Lighting Systems: Essential for legal compliance, especially when the dinghy obscures the vehicle’s
taillights. Portable light kits or integrated wiring harnesses can be used.

Braking Systems: While many dinghies are light enough to be towed without brakes, some
jurisdictions or heavier dinghies require supplemental braking systems for safety.

Electrical Connectors: Enable communication between the tow vehicle’s electrical system and the
dinghy’s lighting and brakes.

Good Sam Dinghy Towing Guide 2022: Product Comparisons and
Recommendations

In 2022, Good Sam’s evaluations highlighted several tow bar models that stood out for reliability, ease of
installation, and durability. For example, the Blue Ox Alpha and the Roadmaster Falcon are frequently
recommended due to their adjustable length, corrosion-resistant coatings, and compatibility with a wide
range of vehicles.

Users often weigh the merits of rigid versus telescoping tow bars. Rigid bars offer superior stability and
reduced sway but can be cumbersome to store, whereas telescoping models provide compactness but may
introduce slight play in the connection. Good Sam’s guide suggests prioritizing rigidity and safety features
over convenience for frequent or long-distance towing.

Additionally, the guide underscores the importance of proper safety cable sizing and attachment. Chains or
cables that are too thin or improperly routed can snap under strain, posing hazards to other road users. Good
Sam recommends using high-quality, coated steel cables with secure locking mechanisms.

Legal and Safety Considerations

Towing regulations vary significantly by state and country, affecting permissible weight limits, lighting
requirements, and mandatory braking systems. The Good Sam dinghy towing guide 2022 advises
consulting local DMV or transportation authorities before embarking on trips involving dinghy towing.



Safety considerations extend beyond compliance. For instance, the guide stresses the need to test the
towing setup under controlled conditions before hitting the highway. Checking for sway, secure hitch
connections, and functioning lights can prevent roadside emergencies.

Regular maintenance of towing equipment is another critical point. Corroded connectors, frayed cables, or
worn-out hitch pins can compromise safety. Good Sam encourages monthly inspections during the towing
season.

Preparing Your Vehicle and Dinghy for Towing

Proper preparation can make a significant difference in towing performance and safety. The Good Sam
dinghy towing guide 2022 outlines several steps to optimize the towing experience:

Weight Assessment: Confirm that the combined weight of the dinghy, fuel, gear, and towing1.
apparatus does not exceed the vehicle’s towing capacity.

Vehicle Inspection: Ensure tires are inflated to manufacturer-recommended pressures, brakes are2.
functioning properly, and the engine coolant and transmission fluids are at optimal levels.

Load Distribution: Position the dinghy to maintain balanced weight on the hitch, avoiding excessive3.
tongue weight that can overload the rear axle or cause steering instability.

Lighting and Wiring: Test all lights, including brake lights, turn signals, and hazard flashers,4.
ensuring visibility for other drivers.

Emergency Preparedness: Carry basic tools, spare parts for the towing assembly, and safety5.
equipment like reflective triangles and fire extinguishers.

Driving Tips for Dinghy Towing

Driving with a dinghy in tow requires adjustments to typical driving habits. The Good Sam dinghy
towing guide 2022 recommends:

Reduced Speeds: Maintaining moderate speeds reduces strain on the towing assembly and enhances
control.



Increased Following Distance: Extended stopping distances are necessary due to the extra load.

Gentle Maneuvers: Avoid sharp turns and sudden lane changes to minimize sway and reduce risk of
trailer fishtailing.

Frequent Checks: Stopping periodically to inspect the hitch, safety cables, and lights can prevent
breakdowns or accidents.

Emerging Trends in Dinghy Towing Technology

In recent years, innovations have improved the safety and convenience of dinghy towing. The Good Sam
dinghy towing guide 2022 highlights advancements such as electronic sway control devices, which
actively dampen oscillations caused by crosswinds or passing vehicles. These systems can be integrated
with certain tow bars and provide enhanced stability on highways.

Wireless lighting kits have also gained traction, allowing for easier installation and reduced wiring
complexity. Their magnetic mounts adhere to the dinghy’s rear, providing brake and signal lights without
permanent modifications.

Furthermore, modular tow bars with quick-release mechanisms facilitate faster attachment and
detachment, appealing to frequent travelers seeking efficiency.

Environmental and Maintenance Considerations

Good Sam’s guide also touches on the environmental impact of towing and boat maintenance. Heavier
towing increases fuel consumption, so selecting lightweight dinghies and efficient towing equipment can
reduce carbon footprints. Regularly cleaning and lubricating tow bar components not only prolongs lifespan
but prevents rust and degradation caused by exposure to saltwater or road grime.

Proper storage of the dinghy and towing equipment during off-seasons protects them from UV damage and
mechanical wear.

The integration of solar-powered lighting and charging options for tow accessories is an emerging trend
aligned with sustainability goals, offering users more eco-friendly solutions.

The Good Sam dinghy towing guide 2022 remains an authoritative reference for those seeking to navigate
the complexities of towing small boats safely and efficiently. By adhering to its recommendations and
staying informed about evolving technologies, vehicle owners can enhance their recreational experiences



while minimizing risks on the road.
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