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Doctrines of Salvation Joseph Fielding Smith: Exploring Eternal Principles

doctrines of salvation joseph fielding smith represent a profound and comprehensive
exploration of the core beliefs that define the plan of salvation in The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints. Joseph Fielding Smith, a prominent LDS apostle and later Church president, is renowned
for his extensive teachings and writings on salvation, providing clarity and depth to the understanding
of eternal life, repentance, faith, and the nature of God’s plan for His children. His works continue to
inspire and educate members and scholars alike, as they delve into the intricacies of how salvation is
obtained and what it truly means to be saved.

Understanding Joseph Fielding Smith’s perspective on salvation offers valuable insights into LDS
theology and helps believers grasp the sacred principles that guide their spiritual journey. This article
will walk through the essential aspects of the doctrines of salvation Joseph Fielding Smith emphasized,
highlighting their relevance and application in contemporary faith.

The Foundation of Salvation in Joseph Fielding Smith’s
Teachings

At the heart of Joseph Fielding Smith’s doctrine of salvation lies the fundamental belief that salvation
is made possible through the Atonement of Jesus Christ. He often stressed that no one can be saved
without the Savior’s grace, a message that resonates deeply within LDS theology.

The Role of the Atonement

Joseph Fielding Smith taught that the Atonement of Christ is the central event that enables mankind
to overcome both physical and spiritual death. According to his teachings, without the Savior’s
sacrifice, humanity would remain separated from God due to sin and mortality. This Atonement is not
merely a historical event but an active, ongoing power that individuals can access through faith and
repentance.

He emphasized that:
- The Atonement provides forgiveness of sins.
- It allows resurrection from the dead.

- It enables individuals to be spiritually reborn and cleansed.

This comprehensive view underscores the LDS belief that salvation is a gift from God, accessible
through sincere faith and obedience.



Faith and Repentance: Essential Doctrines of Salvation
Joseph Fielding Smith Highlighted

Faith and repentance are inseparable elements in the pursuit of salvation, according to Joseph
Fielding Smith. He described faith as more than belief—it is trust in Jesus Christ and the willingness to
act upon His teachings.

Faith as a Principle of Action

In Smith’s perspective, faith involves:

- Believing in Christ’s divinity and His role as Redeemer.

- Acting on that belief through obedience.

- Continually growing spiritually through prayer and scripture study.

He taught that faith without works is dead, meaning that true faith naturally leads to righteous living.

The Transformative Power of Repentance

Repentance, another cornerstone of the doctrines of salvation Joseph Fielding Smith elaborated on, is
not simply feeling sorry for sins. It is a complete change of heart and mind that results in turning
away from sin and striving to live according to God’s commandments.

Smith highlighted that repentance includes:
- Recognizing one’s mistakes.

- Confessing sins honestly.

- Making restitution where possible.

- Resolving to forsake sinful behaviors.

Through repentance, individuals can access the cleansing power of Christ’'s Atonement and move
closer to God.

The Plan of Salvation and Eternal Progression

Joseph Fielding Smith’s teachings provide a detailed framework of the plan of salvation, often called
the plan of happiness in LDS doctrine. This plan outlines the pre-mortal existence, mortal life, and the
post-mortal realms where individuals continue to learn, grow, and progress.

Pre-Mortal Life and the Purpose of Mortality



One fascinating aspect Smith discussed is the pre-mortal existence of souls. He taught that before
birth, all spirits lived with God and had the opportunity to accept His plan. Mortality was presented as
a crucial phase for gaining experience, making choices, and proving one’s faithfulness.

This understanding helps believers see their earthly journey as purposeful and essential for eternal
growth.

Degrees of Glory and Eternal Rewards

Joseph Fielding Smith also elaborated extensively on the concept of different kingdoms or degrees of
glory, which are the ultimate destinations in the afterlife. These include:

- The Celestial Kingdom: Reserved for those who fully accept the gospel and live righteously.
- The Terrestrial Kingdom: For honorable individuals who were not fully valiant in the gospel.
- The Telestial Kingdom: For those who did not accept the gospel but are not sons of perdition.

This doctrine emphasizes that salvation and exaltation are not one-size-fits-all but correspond to
individual choices and spiritual progression.

Ordinances and Covenants: Pathways to Salvation

Another critical aspect of the doctrines of salvation Joseph Fielding Smith emphasized is the role of
sacred ordinances and covenants in the salvation process. He believed these sacred rites are
essential milestones that provide spiritual power and blessings.

Baptism and Confirmation

Smith repeatedly taught that baptism by immersion is a necessary ordinance for the remission of sins.
It symbolizes the death of the old self and the birth of a new spiritual life. Following baptism,
confirmation by the laying on of hands imparts the gift of the Holy Ghost, which guides and
strengthens believers on their path.

Temple Ordinances and Eternal Marriage

Joseph Fielding Smith placed special emphasis on temple ordinances, including the endowment and
sealing ceremonies. These sacred practices unite families for eternity and open the door to exaltation.
He taught that making and keeping covenants in the temple is essential for achieving the highest
degree of salvation.



Overcoming Challenges in Understanding Salvation

While Joseph Fielding Smith’s teachings are thorough, some concepts within the doctrines of salvation
can be challenging to grasp fully. His clear, authoritative style helped many understand complex
ideas, but modern readers can benefit from approaching these doctrines with patience and study.

Balancing Grace and Works

One common question is how grace and works coexist in the plan of salvation. Smith clarified that
while salvation is ultimately a gift of grace, it requires the individual’s effort through obedience, faith,
and repentance. This delicate balance encourages active discipleship rather than passive belief.

Personal Revelation and Continual Learning

Smith encouraged members to seek personal revelation and continue learning throughout their lives.
The doctrines of salvation are not static but dynamic truths that individuals can come to understand
more deeply through prayer, scripture study, and guidance from the Holy Spirit.

The Enduring Legacy of Joseph Fielding Smith’s
Teachings on Salvation

Joseph Fielding Smith’s contributions to LDS doctrine have left a lasting impact on how salvation is
understood and taught within the Church. His writings, including the multi-volume "Doctrines of
Salvation," remain a valuable resource for studying the gospel’s eternal truths.

Through his clear explanations and unwavering dedication to the scriptures and prophetic teachings,
Smith helped generations of Latter-day Saints appreciate the profound nature of salvation and the
blessings it offers.

Whether one is a lifelong member or new to LDS beliefs, exploring the doctrines of salvation Joseph
Fielding Smith articulated provides a meaningful foundation for faith, hope, and spiritual growth. His
work invites each reader to reflect on their personal journey and embrace the Savior’s plan with
greater understanding and conviction.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Joseph Fielding Smith in relation to the doctrines of
salvation?

Joseph Fielding Smith was a prominent leader and theologian in The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints, known for his extensive writings on LDS doctrines, including the doctrines of salvation.



What is the primary focus of Joseph Fielding Smith's
teachings on the doctrines of salvation?

Joseph Fielding Smith emphasized the importance of faith in Jesus Christ, repentance, baptism,
receiving the Holy Ghost, and enduring to the end as essential steps in the plan of salvation.

How does Joseph Fielding Smith describe the role of baptism
in salvation?

Joseph Fielding Smith taught that baptism by immersion is a necessary ordinance for the remission of
sins and entry into the kingdom of God, making it a critical requirement in the doctrine of salvation.

What did Joseph Fielding Smith teach about the necessity of
priesthood authority in salvation?

He affirmed that priesthood authority is essential for performing saving ordinances such as baptism
and confirmation, and without proper authority, these ordinances are not valid for salvation.

According to Joseph Fielding Smith, what is the relationship
between grace and works in salvation?

Joseph Fielding Smith taught that while salvation comes through the grace of Jesus Christ, individuals
must also exercise faith and obey God's commandments, demonstrating that both grace and works
are necessary.

Did Joseph Fielding Smith address the concept of the afterlife
in his doctrines of salvation?

Yes, he extensively discussed the afterlife, including the resurrection, judgment, and different degrees
of glory, teaching that the ultimate goal of salvation is to return to live with God.

How influential are Joseph Fielding Smith's writings on
modern LDS teachings about salvation?

Joseph Fielding Smith's writings remain influential in LDS theology, often cited in church manuals and
talks, helping to shape contemporary understanding of the doctrines of salvation.

Additional Resources

**Exploring the Doctrines of Salvation According to Joseph Fielding Smith**

doctrines of salvation joseph fielding smith represent a significant theological foundation within
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (LDS Church). As the tenth president of the LDS Church
and a prolific doctrinal writer, Joseph Fielding Smith’s teachings on salvation have been influential in
shaping the church’s understanding of eternal life, grace, works, and the plan of redemption. His
extensive works, particularly the multi-volume series titled *Doctrines of Salvation*, continue to serve



as vital resources for scholars, members, and those interested in LDS theology.

This article undertakes a professional review and analysis of Joseph Fielding Smith’s doctrines of
salvation, examining their key themes, theological implications, and relevance within the broader
context of LDS doctrine. By investigating his perspectives, we gain insight into the nuances of
salvation as interpreted by one of the church’s most authoritative voices.

Contextualizing Joseph Fielding Smith’s Teachings on
Salvation

Joseph Fielding Smith served as a doctrinal authority during a period of significant doctrinal
consolidation in the LDS Church, from the mid-20th century until his death in 1972. His teachings on
salvation are deeply rooted in the church’s restorationist theology, which emphasizes both divine
grace and human agency. His works systematically address the mechanics of salvation, drawing
extensively from LDS scripture such as the Book of Mormon, Doctrine and Covenants, and Pearl of
Great Price.

The *Doctrines of Salvation* series, published in three volumes, is particularly notable for its detailed
exegesis on topics such as the Atonement of Christ, faith, repentance, baptism, and the role of
priesthood authority. Smith’s approach is analytical and scripturally grounded, often contrasting LDS
beliefs with mainstream Christian doctrines to highlight distinctive LDS perspectives.

The Role of Grace and Works in Salvation

One of the most studied aspects of Smith’s doctrines of salvation is his treatment of grace and works.
Unlike some Christian traditions that emphasize salvation by faith alone, Smith’s writings underscore
a synergistic process involving both divine grace and individual righteousness.

He argued that salvation is made possible through the Atonement of Jesus Christ—a gift of grace that
all must accept. However, Smith was clear that grace alone does not suffice without personal
commitment and obedience to God’'s commandments. This theological balance is critical in LDS
doctrine, and Smith’s articulation helped clarify misconceptions about the relationship between faith
and works.

Faith, Repentance, and Baptism

Faith, repentance, and baptism are foundational steps in Joseph Fielding Smith’s framework of
salvation. His teachings emphasize that faith in Jesus Christ is the initial principle of the gospel,
serving as the catalyst for repentance and eventual baptism by immersion. He detailed how
repentance involves a sincere change of heart and a turning away from sin, which then leads to the
ordinance of baptism—a necessary covenant for the remission of sins.

Smith’s explanation aligns with LDS doctrine that baptism is not merely symbolic but essential for
salvation, making it a critical step in the process of spiritual rebirth and entry into the kingdom of



God.

Key Themes in Joseph Fielding Smith’s Doctrines of
Salvation

The Plan of Salvation: Pre-Mortal Existence and Afterlife

An important feature of Smith’s doctrines of salvation is the inclusion of the LDS concept of the pre-
mortal existence and the eternal progression of the soul. According to Smith, human spirits existed
before mortal birth and that life on earth is a probationary period where individuals exercise agency.

Smith elaborated on the afterlife, describing various degrees of glory—Celestial, Terrestrial, and
Telestial kingdoms—each corresponding to a different level of righteousness and acceptance of
Christ’s gospel. This tiered view of heaven is distinctive to LDS theology and is central to
understanding Smith’s teachings on final judgment and eternal destiny.

Priesthood Authority and Ordinances

Another critical element in Smith’s doctrines of salvation is the emphasis on priesthood authority and
sacred ordinances. He taught that salvation requires not only personal faith and repentance but also
participation in authorized ordinances performed by those holding proper priesthood authority.

Ordinances such as baptism, confirmation, temple endowments, and celestial marriage are presented
as essential covenants that bind individuals to God and facilitate their progression toward exaltation.
Smith’s doctrinal writings underscore the unique role of priesthood authority as a divine mandate
necessary for the efficacy of these saving ordinances.

Exaltation and Eternal Families

Smith’s teachings also highlight the doctrine of exaltation—the highest form of salvation where
individuals become like God and live eternally in families. This concept is a cornerstone of LDS
soteriology and differentiates it from many traditional Christian views.

He explained that through obedience to gospel principles and participation in temple ordinances,
faithful members can achieve eternal life not just individually but collectively, within the context of
family units sealed by priesthood authority. This doctrine reinforces the LDS emphasis on family as a
central eternal institution.

Comparative Insights: Joseph Fielding Smith and Other



LDS Leaders

While Joseph Fielding Smith’s doctrines of salvation are aligned with the core teachings of the LDS
Church, his interpretations sometimes reflect a more conservative and literal approach compared to
other leaders. For example, his emphasis on the necessity of specific ordinances and priesthood
authority is often more pronounced than in some contemporary or later LDS thought.

Comparing Smith’s writings to those of other influential LDS theologians such as Bruce R. McConkie
reveals subtle differences in style and emphasis but a shared commitment to doctrinal orthodoxy.
Smith’s detailed scriptural citations and methodical explanations provide a robust framework that
complements the broader LDS theological discourse.

Pros and Cons of Smith’s Doctrinal Approach

e Pros: Smith’s comprehensive and scripturally grounded approach offers clarity and doctrinal
consistency, which aids members in understanding complex salvation principles.

e Cons: His conservative tone and rigid interpretations may be viewed as less accessible or
overly dogmatic by some modern readers seeking more flexible theological perspectives.

The Enduring Influence of Joseph Fielding Smith’s
Doctrines of Salvation

More than half a century after their publication, Joseph Fielding Smith’s *Doctrines of Salvation*
remain a significant reference point for LDS scholars and members alike. His thorough exploration of
salvation principles provides a detailed map of the LDS plan of redemption that continues to inform
teaching, preaching, and personal study.

His work has also influenced how LDS theology is presented in seminary and institute classes, as well
as official church manuals, ensuring that his doctrinal interpretations remain embedded in the
church’s educational framework.

The ongoing engagement with Smith’s teachings demonstrates the enduring relevance of his
theological contributions in both historical and contemporary contexts. As the LDS Church evolves, his
writings offer a foundational perspective that anchors core beliefs about salvation within the
restoration tradition.

In examining the doctrines of salvation according to Joseph Fielding Smith, it becomes evident that his
legacy is one of doctrinal rigor and faithful exposition, providing valuable insights into the LDS
understanding of the eternal journey of the soul.
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