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biennial flight review questions and answers are an essential part of every
pilot’s journey to maintaining currency and safety in the skies. Whether
you’re a private pilot, commercial pilot, or sport pilot, the Federal
Aviation Administration (FAA) requires you to complete a flight review every
24 calendar months. This review isn’t just a formality; it’s a chance to
refresh your knowledge, hone your flying skills, and ensure you’re up to date
with the latest regulations and best practices. In this guide, we’ll explore
the most common biennial flight review questions and answers, helping you
approach your review with confidence and clarity.

Understanding the Basics of the Biennial Flight Review

Before diving into specific questions, it’s important to understand what a
biennial flight review (BFR) entails. The FAA mandates that every pilot who
acts as pilot-in-command (PIC) must complete a flight review every two years.
This review typically includes at least one hour of ground instruction and
one hour of flight training with a Certified Flight Instructor (CFI). The
goal is to assess your knowledge of current regulations, airspace, weather,
and aircraft systems, along with your practical flying skills.

The review is not a test per se, but a learning opportunity geared toward
maintaining safe pilot proficiency. Knowing the types of questions and topics
that commonly arise during the review can make the process less intimidating
and more productive.

Common Biennial Flight Review Questions and
Answers

1. What Are the Required Documents to Carry When
Flying?

One of the frequent questions during a BFR covers the essential documentation
a pilot must have on board:

- **Answer:** You must carry a valid pilot certificate, a government-issued
photo ID, and a current medical certificate if required. Additionally, the
aircraft’s registration, airworthiness certificate, and operating limitations



must be onboard.

This question emphasizes the importance of preflight preparation and
compliance with FAA regulations.

2. What Are the Basic Weather Minimums for VFR
Flight?

Understanding weather minimums is critical for safe flight operations:

- **Answer:** For Class G airspace during the day, you need at least 1
statute mile visibility and clear of clouds. For controlled airspace like
Class E, the minimum visibility is 3 statute miles with cloud clearance of
500 feet below, 1,000 feet above, and 2,000 feet horizontally.

Reviewing these requirements helps pilots make informed go/no-go decisions
and avoid inadvertent entry into instrument meteorological conditions (IMC).

3. How Do You Calculate Weight and Balance for a
Flight?

Weight and balance calculations ensure the aircraft’s safe operation within
its limits:

- **Answer:** You must add the weights of the pilot, passengers, baggage, and
fuel, then calculate the moments by multiplying weight by arm (distance from
the datum). The total moment divided by the total weight gives the center of
gravity (CG). The CG must fall within the aircraft’s approved envelope found
in the Pilot Operating Handbook (POH).

This question is important because improper weight and balance can severely
affect aircraft handling and performance.

4. What Are the Procedures for Lost Communications?

Communications failure is a scenario all pilots should be prepared for:

- **Answer:** Squawk 7600 on the transponder, try to reestablish radio
contact, and follow the lost comm procedures outlined in FAR 91.185.
Generally, you continue along the route last assigned or expected, comply
with any clearance limit instructions, and land as soon as practical.

Being well-versed in lost comm procedures ensures safety and reduces stress
during unexpected radio failures.



5. Can You Explain the Right-of-Way Rules in Flight?

Knowing who has priority in different flying situations is fundamental:

- **Answer:** Generally, aircraft in distress have the right of way. When
converging, the aircraft to the other’s right has right of way. In head-on
approaches, both aircraft turn right. When overtaking, the overtaking
aircraft must pass on the right and keep clear.

Mastering right-of-way rules helps prevent midair collisions and promotes
cooperative flying.

Key Areas to Prepare for During Your Flight
Review

Regulations and Airspace Knowledge

Airspace classification and regulations change periodically, so expect
questions about current rules for different classes of airspace (Class A, B,
C, D, E, G), special use airspace, and temporary flight restrictions (TFRs).
For example, you might be asked to identify the dimensions of controlled
airspace or explain the requirements for entering Class B airspace. Keeping
up with FAA updates and reviewing sectional charts is crucial.

Weather Interpretation and Decision Making

Pilots need to demonstrate proficiency in interpreting weather reports
(METARs), forecasts (TAFs), and understanding the implications for flight
safety. Questions could involve reading a METAR, identifying weather hazards
like wind shear or icing, or deciding whether it’s safe to fly given certain
conditions. This area tests your judgment and risk management skills.

Aircraft Systems and Performance

Reviewing your specific aircraft’s systems—including engine operation,
electrical systems, avionics, and emergency procedures—is a common part of
the ground portion. You may be asked about the function of certain
instruments, how to handle engine failure, or how to calculate takeoff and
landing distances. Practical knowledge ensures you can respond effectively in
various scenarios.



Tips for Acing Your Biennial Flight Review

Study the FAA’s Airman Certification Standards (ACS)

The ACS outlines the knowledge and skill areas that CFIs focus on during
flight reviews. Familiarizing yourself with these standards helps you
anticipate what your instructor will cover and shows you where to focus your
study efforts.

Practice Thorough Preflight Procedures

A well-executed preflight inspection demonstrates your professionalism and
understanding of your aircraft. During the review, your CFI may ask you to
perform a detailed preflight check, so be sure to know your POH inside and
out.

Brush Up on Navigation Skills

Even with GPS, traditional navigation skills like pilotage and dead reckoning
remain important. Be prepared to plan a cross-country flight, interpret
sectional charts, and use navigation aids such as VORs and NDBs.

Communicate Clearly and Confidently

Communication with your instructor during the review is key. If you’re unsure
about a question or procedure, ask for clarification. Demonstrating a
willingness to learn and improve is often as important as getting every
answer right.

Understanding the Flight Portion of the Review

During the flight part of the BFR, your instructor will assess your ability
to safely operate the aircraft under various conditions. This might include:

- Normal and crosswind takeoffs and landings
- Maneuvering at slow speeds
- Emergency procedures, such as simulated engine failures
- Navigation to specified checkpoints
- Radio communication with ATC or traffic advisories



Keep in mind, the purpose is not to “pass” or “fail” but to identify areas
where you might need additional training or practice.

Refreshing Your Knowledge Between Reviews

Many pilots find it helpful to engage in ongoing education rather than
waiting for the two-year deadline. Participating in safety seminars,
attending online webinars, or using FAA online resources can keep your
knowledge fresh. Some pilots also choose to complete additional training or
endorsements with their CFI to reinforce skills and build confidence.

By approaching your biennial flight review as an opportunity for growth
rather than a hurdle, you’ll not only meet regulatory requirements but also
contribute to safer skies for everyone.

Whether it’s brushing up on regulations, practicing emergency procedures, or
simply reviewing your aircraft systems, having a solid grasp of common
biennial flight review questions and answers will make the process smoother
and more rewarding. Safe flying!

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of a Biennial Flight Review
(BFR)?
The purpose of a Biennial Flight Review is to ensure that pilots maintain
safe flying skills and knowledge by undergoing a review of their flight
proficiency and aeronautical knowledge every 24 months.

What are the main components of a Biennial Flight
Review?
A typical Biennial Flight Review includes at least 1 hour of flight training
and 1 hour of ground training, focusing on areas such as regulations, flight
maneuvers, emergency procedures, and overall pilot proficiency.

Can the Biennial Flight Review be combined with
other flight training or checks?
Yes, the BFR can be combined with other flight training activities, such as a
flight instructor renewal or a pilot proficiency check, as long as the
minimum requirements for the BFR are met.



What happens if a pilot fails to complete the
Biennial Flight Review within 24 months?
If a pilot does not complete the BFR within the 24-month period, they are not
legally current to act as pilot in command until they complete a new review
with a certified flight instructor.

Are there any specific question topics commonly
covered during the ground portion of the BFR?
Yes, common topics include airspace rules, weather requirements, aircraft
systems, emergency procedures, and recent changes to FAA regulations.

Additional Resources
Biennial Flight Review Questions and Answers: A Professional Examination

biennial flight review questions and answers represent a critical component
for pilots seeking to maintain currency and proficiency in accordance with
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) regulations. The flight review,
mandated every 24 calendar months, serves as both an evaluative and
educational process, ensuring that pilots remain competent, knowledgeable,
and up to date with aeronautical practices. Understanding the common
questions and their corresponding answers can significantly enhance a pilot’s
preparation and confidence during the review.

The Importance of the Biennial Flight Review

The biennial flight review (BFR) is not just a regulatory formality; it is a
vital safety checkpoint designed to reduce the risk of pilot error, which
remains a leading cause of general aviation accidents. According to FAA
statistics, pilots who fail to complete regular proficiency checks are more
likely to exhibit lapses in judgment or skill. The BFR typically encompasses
a minimum of one hour of ground instruction and one hour of flight training
with a certified flight instructor (CFI), focusing on areas customized to the
pilot’s experience and needs.

In essence, biennial flight review questions and answers cover a spectrum of
topics, ranging from regulatory knowledge and aeronautical decision-making to
practical flying skills. Pilots often prepare for these reviews by revisiting
the FAA’s practical test standards, regulations such as FAR Part 61, and the
Aeronautical Information Manual (AIM).



Common Areas of Focus in the Biennial Flight
Review

Regulatory Compliance

One of the core components evaluated during the flight review is the pilot’s
understanding of current aviation regulations. Questions may include:

What constitutes a flight review under FAR 61.56?

What are the recent changes in airspace classifications?

How are temporary flight restrictions (TFRs) managed?

These regulatory questions ensure that the pilot can demonstrate familiarity
with FAA rules and regulatory updates that impact flight operations. The CFI
may also quiz the pilot on medical certification requirements or endorsements
needed for specific operations.

Flight Planning and Weather Interpretation

Effective flight planning is essential for safe operations. Pilots are often
asked to interpret weather briefings, NOTAMs, and aeronautical charts. Sample
questions include:

How do you obtain a standard weather briefing?

What are the key factors to consider when planning a cross-country
flight?

How do you interpret METARs and TAFs?

By addressing these questions, the flight review reinforces sound decision-
making and risk management practices, which are critical for adapting to
changing weather and operational conditions.

Aircraft Systems and Performance



A thorough understanding of the aircraft’s systems and performance
limitations is vital. CFIs may ask about:

The function of primary flight instruments and avionics.

Weight and balance calculations and their impact on performance.

Emergency procedures specific to the aircraft type.

These questions ensure that pilots can operate their aircraft safely and
efficiently, especially under abnormal or emergency conditions.

Practical Flight Maneuvers and Skills
Assessment

Beyond theoretical knowledge, the biennial flight review includes hands-on
evaluation. Instructors typically assess:

Takeoff and landing proficiency under various conditions.

Stall recognition and recovery techniques.

Navigation and communication skills during simulated cross-country
flights.

Emergency procedures, including engine-out scenarios and system
failures.

Such practical assessments validate a pilot’s ability to apply their
knowledge in real-world flying situations, ensuring ongoing competency.

Typical Biennial Flight Review Questions and Answers

To illustrate, here are some examples of common BFR questions with
professional answers:

Question: What is the minimum duration for a flight review?1.

Answer: The flight review must consist of at least 1 hour of ground2.
instruction and 1 hour of flight training, but the actual time may be



longer depending on the pilot’s proficiency and instructor’s discretion.

Question: How do you determine if you need a flight review?3.

Answer: Pilots must complete a flight review every 24 calendar months to4.
act as pilot in command unless they have completed a pilot proficiency
check or a flight review equivalent under an approved program.

Question: What documents must a pilot carry during flight?5.

Answer: At minimum, a pilot must have a valid pilot certificate,6.
government-issued photo ID, and a current medical certificate if
required for the operation.

Question: How do you handle a sudden weather change en route?7.

Answer: The pilot should assess the situation, consider alternate routes8.
or airports, communicate with Air Traffic Control if necessary, and
prioritize safety by avoiding hazardous conditions.

Optimizing Preparation for the Flight Review

Preparation for the biennial flight review is crucial to ensure a smooth and
effective process. Pilots are encouraged to:

Review recent FAA regulatory changes and updates in the AIM.

Practice maneuvers and flight procedures relevant to their certificate
level.

Engage in scenario-based discussions with their CFI to reinforce
decision-making skills.

Stay current with aviation weather interpretation and flight planning
techniques.

Many online resources and practice question banks specifically tailored to
biennial flight review questions and answers are available, helping pilots
familiarize themselves with the style and scope of the evaluation.



Comparing Flight Reviews to Other Proficiency Checks

It is important to distinguish the biennial flight review from other
proficiency checks such as the Instrument Proficiency Check (IPC) or
Practical Test Standards (PTS). While the BFR is a broad evaluation of
general flying skills and knowledge, an IPC focuses on specific instrument
flying competencies, and PTS exams are typically required for initial
certifications or ratings.

Each type of review serves a distinct purpose within the regulatory
framework, and pilots may find that preparing for one can complement
preparation for others, particularly in areas like aeronautical decision-
making and emergency procedures.

Challenges and Benefits of the Biennial Flight
Review

Pilots often express concerns about the biennial flight review, citing
anxiety over the unknown scope of questions or the possibility of failure.
However, the review is designed to be constructive rather than punitive. It
offers an opportunity to identify gaps in knowledge or skill and to receive
tailored instruction.

Benefits of a well-conducted flight review include enhanced safety awareness,
improved flying proficiency, and greater confidence in managing complex or
unexpected flight scenarios. CFIs play a pivotal role in customizing the
review to the pilot’s experience level, making it a valuable learning
experience rather than a mere formality.

In conclusion, biennial flight review questions and answers form the backbone
of a process that upholds safety and proficiency in general aviation. By
approaching the review with thorough preparation and an understanding of its
multifaceted nature, pilots can transform regulatory compliance into an
opportunity for professional growth and sustained excellence in flight
operations.
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