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Velux Curb Mounted Skylight Installation Instructions: A Step-by-Step Guide for Homeowners

velux curb mounted skylight installation instructions are essential for anyone looking to bring
natural light into their home through the roof. Installing a skylight, especially a curb mounted model
from Velux, can seem daunting at first glance, but with the right guidance and preparation, it
becomes a manageable and rewarding project. Whether you're a seasoned DIY enthusiast or a
homeowner exploring ways to brighten up your space, understanding the process of installing a Velux
skylight will ensure a smooth and successful outcome.

In this article, we’ll walk you through detailed instructions, helpful tips, and important considerations
related to Velux curb mounted skylight installation. From gathering the necessary tools to sealing and

flashing the skylight properly, you'll get a comprehensive look at every step, along with insights that
can save you time and avoid common pitfalls.

Understanding the Velux Curb Mounted Skylight

Before diving into the installation, it's helpful to understand what sets curb mounted skylights apart.
Unlike deck-mounted skylights that are installed directly onto the roof decking, curb mounted
skylights sit atop a raised frame or “curb.” This curb provides an elevated platform that helps with
drainage and flashing, making it a popular choice for flat or low-sloped roofs.

The Velux curb mounted skylight is designed to fit securely on these pre-built or custom-made curbs,
offering excellent weather protection and energy efficiency. Knowing the difference between curb

mounted and other types of skylights will help you choose the right product and installation method
for your home.

Preparation: Tools, Materials, and Safety

Gathering Your Tools and Materials

Before starting the installation, ensure you have all the necessary tools and materials on hand. This
preparation saves trips to the hardware store and ensures the project runs smoothly.

¢ Velux curb mounted skylight unit with curb frame (if not already built)

e Measuring tape and pencil

e Power drill and assorted drill bits



Hammer and nails or screws appropriate for roofing

Caulking gun with high-quality roofing sealant

Flashing kit compatible with Velux curb skylights

Utility knife and roofing nails

Safety gear: gloves, safety glasses, and a sturdy ladder

Roofing materials to patch the surrounding roof area

Safety First: Roof Work Precautions

Working on the roof requires extra caution. Always check weather conditions before starting, avoid
slippery or wet surfaces, and use fall protection equipment if possible. Secure your ladder properly
and have a helper nearby to assist if needed. Safety should never be compromised during a skylight
installation.

Step-by-Step Velux Curb Mounted Skylight Installation
Instructions

Step 1: Planning and Measuring the Skylight Opening

Accurate measurements are crucial. Start by determining the exact location on your roof where you
want the skylight. Consider factors like sunlight direction, roof structure, and interior room layout.

Once you choose the spot, mark the dimensions of the curb size on the roof decking. The curb’s size
will be specified in the Velux installation manual, so always refer to that for precise measurements.
Double-check your markings to avoid costly mistakes.

Step 2: Cutting the Roof Opening

After marking, carefully cut the roof opening using a circular saw or reciprocating saw. Remove
roofing materials such as shingles or tiles around the cut area and set them aside for reinstallation or
replacement.

Be mindful of any wiring, plumbing, or structural elements inside the roof cavity. It's wise to inspect
the roof framing to ensure the opening won’t compromise the structural integrity. If necessary, add
framing supports to reinforce the curb area.



Step 3: Building or Installing the Curb Frame

If the curb isn’t pre-built, construct it using weather-resistant lumber such as treated pine or cedar.
The curb height typically ranges from 4 to 8 inches, depending on your roof’s slope and the skylight
specifications.

Ensure the curb is square and level, with the interior dimensions matching the skylight base exactly.
Attach the curb securely to the roof framing using galvanized nails or screws to prevent rust and
corrosion.

If you've purchased a pre-fabricated curb frame from Velux or a supplier, carefully position it in the
opening, and fasten it according to the manufacturer’s guidelines.

Step 4: Installing the Skylight Unit on the Curb

Prior to installation, apply a generous bead of roofing sealant along the top edge of the curb to create
a watertight barrier.

Place the Velux skylight unit onto the curb, aligning it properly. From the inside, secure the skylight to
the curb with the screws provided. Make sure the unit is snug and there’s no movement.

Check that the skylight sash opens and closes smoothly. Adjust as needed before proceeding to
flashing.

Step 5: Applying Flashing and Sealing

Flashing is critical to prevent water infiltration around the skylight. Velux offers flashing kits
specifically designed for curb mounted skylights, which include step flashing, counter flashing, and
sometimes a curb cap.

Start by installing the bottom flashing piece under the roofing material, then position the side flashing
pieces overlapping the bottom. Finally, place the top flashing over the upper edge of the curb and
under the shingles above.

Use roofing nails to secure flashing components, and apply roofing sealant under each overlapping

joint to maximize waterproofing. Pay special attention to corners and edges where leaks are most
likely.

Step 6: Reinstalling Roofing Materials and Finishing Touches

Once flashing is in place, carefully reinstall shingles, tiles, or other roofing materials around the
skylight, ensuring they overlap the flashing correctly.

On the interior, seal any gaps between the curb and the ceiling drywall with caulk or expanding foam
insulation to improve energy efficiency and prevent drafts.



Finally, clean the skylight glass and check your work from both inside and outside. Your Velux curb
mounted skylight should now be ready to bring beautiful natural light into your home.

Tips and Best Practices for a Successful Installation

- **Consult Local Building Codes:** Some regions require permits or have specific regulations
regarding skylight installation. Check with local authorities before starting your project.

- *Work with a Partner:** Having an extra pair of hands improves safety and makes handling bulky
skylight units easier.

- **Use Quality Sealants:** Investing in high-quality, weatherproof sealants and flashing materials
reduces the chances of leaks and increases the lifespan of your skylight.

- **Consider Energy Efficiency:** Velux offers options with double or triple glazing and low-E coatings.
Selecting these can improve insulation and reduce heating or cooling costs.

- **Regular Maintenance:** After installation, periodically inspect your skylight for cracks, sealant
deterioration, or flashing damage to maintain its performance over time.

Why Choose a Velux Curb Mounted Skylight?

Velux has established a strong reputation for quality and durability in the skylight market. Their curb
mounted skylights combine ease of installation with excellent weather resistance, making them a
preferred choice for many homeowners and contractors alike.

The modular design of Velux skylights allows for customization and compatibility with different roofing
styles. Moreover, the company provides detailed installation manuals and customer support, ensuring
homeowners have the resources needed for a successful project.

By following proper velux curb mounted skylight installation instructions, you can enhance your
home’s natural lighting, increase property value, and enjoy a safer, more comfortable living
environment.

Whether you're adding a new skylight or replacing an old one, understanding each step—from
framing the curb to flashing and sealing—will empower you to tackle the installation confidently. With
patience and attention to detail, your Velux curb mounted skylight will provide years of bright, inviting
sunlight directly from above.

Frequently Asked Questions

What tools are required for Velux curb mounted skylight
installation?

You will need a measuring tape, cordless drill, screwdriver, hammer, utility knife, caulking gun, level,
saw (for cutting the curb), and safety gear such as gloves and goggles.



How do | prepare the roof curb before installing a Velux
skylight?

Ensure the roof curb is properly framed, level, and securely attached. The curb should have a
weatherproof membrane or flashing installed to prevent leaks before mounting the skylight.

What are the basic steps to install a Velux curb mounted
skylight?

First, prepare and install the roof curb. Next, apply flashing tape around the curb edges. Position the
skylight on the curb, secure it with screws, and then install the flashing and sealant to ensure a
watertight fit. Finally, finish interior trim and check for leaks.

Can |l install a Velux curb mounted skylight on any roof type?

Velux curb mounted skylights can be installed on most roof types, including flat and low-slope roofs,
but the curb and flashing details may vary. It's important to follow Velux’s specific instructions for
your roof type to ensure proper installation and waterproofing.

How do | ensure the Velux skylight installation is watertight?

Proper flashing installation is critical. Use the recommended Velux flashing kit designed for curb
mounted skylights, apply roofing sealant around all joints, and ensure the flashing overlaps correctly
with existing roofing materials to direct water away from the skylight.

Is professional installation recommended for Velux curb
mounted skylights?

While DIY installation is possible if you have roofing experience, professional installation is
recommended to ensure proper flashing, waterproofing, and compliance with local building codes,
ultimately preventing leaks and damage.

Additional Resources

Velux Curb Mounted Skylight Installation Instructions: A Professional Overview

velux curb mounted skylight installation instructions serve as an essential guide for
homeowners and contractors aiming to enhance natural lighting while maintaining structural integrity.
As skylights become increasingly popular for their energy efficiency and aesthetic appeal,
understanding the intricacies of curb-mounted skylight installation is critical. This article delves
deeply into the technical aspects, step-by-step procedures, and best practices associated with
installing Velux curb-mounted skylights, while also providing insights into potential challenges and
considerations for optimal performance.



Understanding Velux Curb Mounted Skylights

Before embarking on the installation process, it's important to grasp what a curb-mounted skylight
entails. Unlike deck-mounted skylights that sit directly on the roof deck, curb-mounted skylights are
installed on a raised frame or “curb” built above the roof deck. This design is particularly
advantageous for roofs with low slopes or specific architectural features where direct mounting is not
feasible.

Velux, a leading brand in skylight manufacturing, offers curb-mounted skylights designed for

durability, weather resistance, and energy efficiency. Their products often include thermal breaks and
advanced glazing options that minimize heat loss while maximizing daylight penetration.

Key Features of Velux Curb Mounted Skylights

e Thermally Broken Curb: Helps reduce heat transfer, improving energy efficiency.

* High-Performance Glazing: Options include laminated and tempered glass with coatings for
UV protection.

e Flashing Kits: Custom-designed to ensure water-tight installation and prevent leaks.

e Compatibility: Designed to integrate seamlessly with various roofing materials, including
shingles, metal, and tile.

Preparation and Tools Required for Installation

Successful installation hinges on meticulous preparation and the right tools. The process demands
precision to avoid leaks, structural damage, or compromised performance.

Essential Tools

Measuring tape and chalk line for accurate layout

Reciprocating saw or circular saw to cut roof decking

Power drill and screws for securing curbs and skylight units

Caulking gun with high-quality sealant

Level and framing square to ensure proper alignment



e Safety equipment including gloves, goggles, and fall protection gear

Pre-Installation Considerations

Prior to installation, assess the roof structure for load-bearing capacity and inspect for any existing
damage. It is critical to verify that the curb height conforms to Velux's specifications, generally a
minimum of 4 inches, to accommodate flashing and prevent water infiltration. Also, ensure
compliance with local building codes and obtain necessary permits.

Step-by-Step Velux Curb Mounted Skylight Installation
Instructions

Following a systematic approach mitigates common pitfalls and enhances the longevity of the skylight
installation.

Step 1: Planning and Marking

Begin by determining the exact location for the skylight. Mark the curb outline on the roof using the
measurements provided in the Velux installation manual. Double-check the dimensions to avoid costly
errors.

Step 2: Roof Deck Cutting

Using a saw, carefully cut the roof decking along the marked lines. Remove the cut-out section and
any insulation as required. Exercise caution to protect surrounding roofing materials.

Step 3: Curb Construction

Construct the curb frame with treated lumber or pre-fabricated components. Ensure the curb is
square and level, matching Velux’'s recommended height and dimensions. Secure the curb to the roof
framing with appropriate fasteners.

Step 4: Installing the Skylight Unit

Place the Velux skylight on the curb, checking for proper fit and alignment. Attach the skylight
securely using screws or brackets as directed. It's vital that the unit sits flush to avoid gaps.



Step 5: Flashing Installation

Apply the flashing kit meticulously around the curb and skylight base to create a watertight seal.
Flashing is often the most critical aspect in preventing leaks; thus, following Velux's flashing
instructions is non-negotiable.

Step 6: Sealing and Insulation

Seal all joints and fasteners with high-quality roofing sealant. Add insulation around the curb interior
to prevent thermal bridging and condensation issues.

Step 7: Interior Finishing

Finish the interior skylight opening with drywall or trim to match the existing ceiling. This not only
enhances aesthetics but also contributes to the overall insulation.

Analyzing the Advantages and Challenges

Velux curb-mounted skylights offer distinct benefits but also present unique installation challenges
compared to other skylight types.

Pros

* Enhanced Weather Resistance: The raised curb provides an additional barrier against water
intrusion.

e Versatility: Suitable for a range of roof types and slopes, including low-sloped roofs where
deck-mounted options are less effective.

* Improved Energy Efficiency: The curb allows for better insulation and reduces thermal
bridging.

e Ease of Replacement: Skylights installed on curbs can be replaced without major roof
disruption.

Cons



e Complex Installation: Requires precise carpentry skills and adherence to detailed
instructions.

e Higher Initial Cost: The curb construction adds material and labor expenses.

e Potential for Air Leakage: If not properly sealed, the curb area can be a weak point for
drafts.

Comparing Velux Curb Mounted Skylights with Other
Installation Methods

When evaluating Velux curb-mounted skylights against deck-mounted or fixed skylights, several
factors come into play:

¢ Roof Compatibility: Deck-mounted skylights are optimal for steep roofs, whereas curb-
mounted units excel on low slopes.

* Waterproofing: Curbs provide an extra level of protection, reducing leak risks in challenging
roof configurations.

e Energy Performance: The thermal break in curb-mounted systems often leads to better
insulation compared to direct deck-mounted units.

¢ Installation Time: Deck-mounted skylights generally require less time and complexity, but
may compromise adaptability.

Best Practices for Ensuring Long-Term Skylight
Integrity

Proper installation is only part of ensuring a skylight’s durability. Routine maintenance and attention
to detail during installation significantly affect lifespan.

Always use manufacturer-recommended flashing kits and sealants.

Inspect skylight seals and flashings annually, especially after severe weather events.

Maintain clean glazing to prevent debris buildup that can affect sealing surfaces.

Ensure interior insulation and vapor barriers are installed correctly to avoid condensation.



e Engage certified contractors or professionals experienced with Velux products to minimize
installation errors.

Velux curb mounted skylight installation instructions provide a comprehensive framework for
integrating natural light into diverse architectural settings while maintaining energy efficiency and
structural resilience. By adhering to precise installation protocols and leveraging the advantages of
curb-mounted designs, users can achieve a balance of aesthetic appeal and functional performance
that stands the test of time.
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