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Power of Attorney Form 2848 Instructions: A Complete Guide to Navigating IRS Authorization

power of attorney form 2848 instructions are essential for anyone looking to grant authority to another
person to act on their behalf in tax matters with the Internal Revenue Service (IRS). Whether you’re a
taxpayer needing assistance with your tax filings or a professional representing clients, understanding how
to correctly fill out and submit this form can save you time and prevent complications. This guide walks
you through the key elements of Form 2848, providing clarity on its purpose, how to complete it, and tips

to ensure your power of attorney is valid and effective.

What Is Power of Attorney Form 28487

Before diving into the instructions, it’s helpful to understand what Form 2848 actually is. The IRS Power
of Attorney and Declaration of Representative (Form 2848) is a legal document used to authorize an
individual—often a tax professional, attorney, or family member—to represent you before the IRS. This
means the designated representative can handle various tax matters like signing agreements, receiving

confidential tax information, and negotiating on your behalf.

This form is particularly useful if you’re unable to manage your own tax affairs due to time constraints,
complexity, or simply the desire to have an expert assist you. Without this form, the IRS cannot discuss

your tax matters with anyone except you, which makes it vital for effective representation.

Understanding the Purpose and Scope of Form 2848

Granting Authority

Power of attorney form 2848 instructions emphasize specifying the scope of authority you want to grant.
You don’t have to give unrestricted power; rather, you can limit the authorization to certain tax issues or

tax years. This helps maintain control over what your representative can and cannot do.

Tax Matters Covered

The form allows you to specify the tax matters the representative may handle. This includes income tax,

employment tax, estate tax, or specific IRS notices. Being precise here prevents misunderstandings and



unauthorized actions.

Step-by-Step Instructions for Completing Form 2848

Filling out Form 2848 might seem daunting at first, but breaking it down into manageable sections makes

it easier. Here’s a detailed walkthrough based on power of attorney form 2848 instructions:

1. Identification of Taxpayer

Start by entering your full name, address, and taxpayer identification number (TIN), which could be your
Social Security Number (SSN), Employer Identification Number (EIN), or Individual Taxpayer

Identification Number (ITIN). Accuracy here is crucial because it links the form to your tax records.

2. Representative’s Information

Next, provide the name, address, phone number, and CAF number (if known) of the individual you’re
authorizing. The CAF number is a Centralized Authorization File number assigned by the IRS to tax

professionals. If your representative doesn’t have one, it’s okay to leave this blank.

3. Tax Matters and Tax Years or Periods

In this section, specify the tax form numbers (such as 1040 for individual income tax) and the years or
periods for which the power of attorney applies. For example, you can authorize your representative to

handle your 2020 and 2021 tax returns or a specific audit period.

4. Acts Authorized

This is where you define the extent of the powers granted. Common authorizations include:

¢ Receive and inspect confidential tax information
¢ Sign agreements or consents

e Represent you in hearings or appeals



You can select “All tax matters” or specify particular actions. Be thoughtful here to avoid over-

authorization.

5. Signature and Date

You must sign and date the form to validate it. If you’re married filing jointly, your spouse may also need

to sign if the authorization covers joint tax matters. Remember, unsigned forms are not accepted.

6. Declaration of Representative

The representative must also sign and date the form, declaring that they are eligible to represent you
under IRS rules. Acceptable representatives include attorneys, Certified Public Accountants (CPAs),

enrolled agents, and others authorized by the IRS.

Important Tips for Submitting Form 2848

Where to Send the Form

Depending on your location and the type of tax issue, submission addresses may vary. You can fax or mail
the form to the IRS office handling your case. The IRS website provides updated addresses and fax

numbers. Electronic submission is also available through some tax professionals’ software.

Keep Copies for Your Records

Always keep a copy of the completed Form 2848 for your records. This is useful in case you need to verify

authorization or revoke it later.

Revoking or Changing Power of Attorney

If you want to revoke or change the authorization, you can submit a new Form 2848 with the changes or a
written statement revoking prior powers of attorney. Notifying the IRS promptly helps prevent

unauthorized representation.



Common Mistakes to Avoid When Filling Out Form 2848

Understanding power of attorney form 2848 instructions can help you steer clear of common pitfalls:

Incomplete Information: Missing or incorrect taxpayer or representative details can delay processing.

Undefined Tax Matters: Failing to specify tax years or forms may limit the representative’s

authority.

Unsigned Forms: Both parties must sign; otherwise, the form is invalid.

Not Updating the IRS: Changes in representation require timely notification to avoid confusion.

Why Accurate Completion of Form 2848 Matters

Submitting a properly completed Form 2848 ensures that your designated representative can seamlessly
communicate with the IRS on your behalf. This can be invaluable during audits, appeals, or complex tax
negotiations. It also protects your confidentiality by clearly defining who can access your sensitive

information.

Moreover, for tax professionals, understanding the nuances of power of attorney form 2848 instructions is

critical for serving clients effectively and maintaining compliance with IRS regulations.

Additional Resources and Support

If you’re unsure about any part of the form or need assistance, the IRS provides instructions for Form 2848
on its official website, including examples and FAQs. Taxpayer advocacy groups, licensed tax professionals,

and legal advisors can also offer guidance tailored to your situation.

In some cases, you might consider using tax software or services that incorporate Form 2848 processing,

reducing the chance of errors and expediting submission.

The power of attorney form 2848 is a powerful tool that facilitates smooth communication with the IRS. By
following these instructions carefully, you ensure your representative is empowered to act effectively on

your behalf, giving you peace of mind during tax seasons or when handling complex tax issues.



Frequently Asked Questions

‘What is IRS Form 2848 used for?

IRS Form 2848, Power of Attorney and Declaration of Representative, is used to authorize an individual to

represent a taxpayer before the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) and to receive confidential tax information.

Where can I find the instructions for completing IRS Form 2848?

The instructions for IRS Form 2848 can be found on the official IRS website, specifically in the Form 2848
Instructions PDF document, which provides detailed guidance on how to properly fill out and submit the

form.

‘Who can be appointed as a representative using Form 2848?

A representative appointed on Form 2848 can be an attorney, certified public accountant (CPA), enrolled

agent, enrolled actuary, or any other person authorized to practice before the IRS.

What information is required in the power of attorney section of Form
2848?

You need to provide the representative's name, address, phone number, CAF number if applicable, and

specify the tax matters and tax years or periods for which the power of attorney is granted.

How do I specify the tax matters on Form 2848?

You must include the type of tax (such as income tax, employment tax, etc.), the tax form number, and the

years or periods involved. This defines the scope of authority granted to the representative.

Can I limit the authority of my representative on Form 2848?

Yes, you can limit the authority by specifying particular tax matters, years, or types of issues the

representative is authorized to handle, according to the instructions of Form 2848.

How do I revoke a power of attorney granted on Form 2848?

To revoke a power of attorney, you can file a new Form 2848 with the IRS indicating the revocation, or
send a written statement to the IRS office where the original form was filed, stating that the power of

attorney is revoked.



Is a signature required on Form 28487

Yes, the taxpayer or authorized representative must sign and date Form 2848 to validate the power of

attorney. If a representative is appointed, they must also sign the form.

How long does it take for the IRS to process a submitted Form 2848?

The IRS typically processes Form 2848 within 30 days after receipt. However, processing times can vary

depending on workload and the completeness of the form submitted.

Additional Resources

Power of Attorney Form 2848 Instructions: A Detailed Review and Guide

power of attorney form 2848 instructions are essential for taxpayers and their representatives navigating
the complexities of IRS authorization. This form, officially known as the "Power of Attorney and
Declaration of Representative," is a critical document that enables individuals and entities to designate
someone to act on their behalf in tax matters. Understanding how to correctly complete and submit this
form can significantly impact the efficiency and accuracy of tax representation and communication with

the Internal Revenue Service (IRS).

The process of completing Form 2848 involves more than simply filling in blanks; it requires a precise
understanding of the IRS’s requirements and the scope of authority granted to the representative. This
article delves into the intricacies of the form, analyzing its components, practical uses, and common pitfalls.
It aims to provide readers with a comprehensive guide to navigating the power of attorney form 2848

instructions effectively.

Understanding the Purpose and Scope of Form 2848

Form 2848 serves as a formal authorization allowing a designated individual—often a tax professional such
as an attorney, CPA, or enrolled agent—to represent a taxpayer before the IRS. This representation can
cover a wide range of tax-related issues, including audits, payment arrangements, and correspondence

handling.

The form is unique in that it specifies the exact tax matters and years for which the power of attorney is
granted. Unlike general authorizations, Form 2848 ensures limited and clearly defined authority, which

protects the taxpayer's interests while enabling efficient communication with the IRS.



The Importance of Accurate Completion

One of the critical aspects highlighted in power of attorney form 2848 instructions is the necessity for
accuracy in every section. Errors or omissions can lead to delays or rejection by the IRS, which can

complicate tax resolution efforts.
Key areas demanding particular attention include:
e Taxpayer Information: Full legal names, Social Security numbers or Employer Identification
Numbers (EIN), and contact details must be precise.

* Representative Details: The designated representative’s identification, including CAF (Centralized

Authorization File) number if applicable, and contact information must be correctly entered.

e Tax Matters and Years: Specifying the exact tax form numbers and years or periods of tax issues

ensures the representative's authority is clear and confined.

e Scope of Authority: The form allows for selecting specific powers, such as the ability to sign

agreements or receive confidential information, which must align with the taxpayer’s intentions.

Step-by-Step Breakdown of Power of Attorney Form 2848

Instructions

Navigating the form can be daunting without a structured approach. Below is a detailed examination of the

sections within Form 2848, aligned with the official IRS instructions.

Part 1: Taxpayer Information

This section requires the taxpayer’s full legal name, address, and taxpayer identification number. It is
critical to ensure that the taxpayer’s name matches IRS records to avoid processing delays. For joint filers,
both spouses’ information should be included. Any discrepancies here can cause the IRS to reject the form

outright.



Part 2: Representative(s)

Multiple representatives may be authorized, but each must be listed with complete information. If the
representative is a professional who holds a CAF number, including it expedites the IRS’s recognition of
the authorization. The form also requires specifying the representative’s profession (e.g., attorney, CPA,

enrolled agent), which helps the IRS understand the nature of representation.

Part 3: Tax Matters

This section is foundational to the form's purpose. Tax matters must be stated precisely by entering the tax
form number (e.g., 1040 for individual income tax, 1120 for corporate tax) and the years or periods covered.
The IRS grants authorization only for the listed tax matters, so a broad or vague description can limit the

representative’s effectiveness.

Part 4: Acts Authorized

Taxpayers can tailor the scope of the representative’s authority here. Options include:

¢ Receiving and inspecting confidential tax information
e Performing all acts the taxpayer can perform

e Representing the taxpayer in all tax matters for the specified years

Selecting "all acts" grants broad authority, which can be advantageous but requires trust in the designated

representative.

Part 5: Signature and Date

The taxpayer (or authorized entity representative) must sign and date the form. If the taxpayer is deceased,
incapacitated, or a business entity, additional documentation or signatures may be required. Proper

execution of this section validates the form's authority.



Common Challenges and Best Practices

Despite its straightforward layout, Form 2848 often encounters issues related to incomplete or inaccurate
submissions. Here’s an analysis of common challenges and recommended best practices derived from IRS

guidelines and professional experiences.

Common Issues

e Incorrect Tax Years or Forms: Submitting forms with inaccurate tax periods can invalidate the

authorization.
e Missing Signatures: Unsigned forms are automatically rejected.

e Improper Representative Identification: Failing to include a CAF number or correct credentials

delays processing.

¢ Scope Misunderstanding: Taxpayers sometimes grant either too broad or too narrow authority,

limiting the representative’s effectiveness.

Best Practices

¢ Double-Check All Entries: Verify names, numbers, and dates against official documents.
¢ Consult a Tax Professional: When in doubt, seek guidance to ensure the form matches your needs.

¢ Use Electronic Submission When Possible: The IRS encourages e-filing Form 2848 for faster

processing.

¢ Keep Copies: Retain copies of the signed form for personal records and future reference.



The Role of Form 2848 in Tax Disputes and Audits

Power of attorney form 2848 instructions are particularly crucial during IRS audits or disputes. Granting
authority to a qualified representative can streamline communication, reduce taxpayer stress, and improve

outcomes.

A representative with a properly executed Form 2848 can:

Negotiate payment plans and settlements

Request extensions and file necessary documents

Access confidential IRS information

Attend meetings and respond to IRS inquiries

Without this form, the IRS will not disclose taxpayer information to third parties, even if they are family

members or professionals, underscoring its importance.

Comparisons with Other IRS Authorization Forms

While Form 2848 is the primary power of attorney authorization document, other forms such as Form
8821 (Tax Information Authorization) exist. Unlike Form 2848, Form 8821 only authorizes information

disclosure without permitting the representative to act on the taxpayer’s behalf.

This distinction is vital when choosing the appropriate form based on the desired level of control and

involvement.

Updating or Revoking Form 2848

Tax situations evolve, and so do representation needs. The IRS allows taxpayers to update or revoke power

of attorney authorizations using the same Form 2848 by submitting a new form with the relevant changes.

Revocation requires specific notation, such as writing "REVOKE" across the form, to alert the IRS. Staying
current with authorized representatives prevents unauthorized access and ensures only trusted individuals

handle tax matters.



Navigating the complexities of power of attorney form 2848 instructions demands careful attention to detail
and an understanding of IRS protocols. Whether for routine tax matters or contentious audits, properly
executed Form 2848 empowers representatives and safeguards taxpayer rights, making it an indispensable

tool in the landscape of tax administration.
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