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**Exploring the Enchanting World of Poems by Walter de la Mare**

poems by walter de la mare have long captivated readers with their mysterious
charm and lyrical beauty. Known for his ability to blend the eerie with the
whimsical, de la Mare’s poetry offers a unique glimpse into the realms of
childhood imagination, dreams, and the supernatural. His verses often evoke a
sense of nostalgia and wonder, making them timeless treasures in English
literature. Whether you're a poetry enthusiast, a student, or simply curious
about early 20th-century verse, exploring de la Mare’s work reveals a rich
tapestry of mood, metaphor, and melody.

Who Was Walter de la Mare?

Before delving into the poems themselves, it’s helpful to understand the poet
behind the words. Walter de la Mare (1873–1956) was an English poet, short
story writer, and novelist best known for his evocative, sometimes haunting
poetry. His work often explores themes of childhood innocence, the
supernatural, and the mysterious forces lurking just beyond everyday
perception. De la Mare’s background as a civil servant contrasts with the
ethereal quality of his creative output, which allowed him to craft poems
that feel both accessible and profoundly imaginative.

Characteristics of Poems by Walter de la Mare

What makes poems by Walter de la Mare stand out? Several distinctive
qualities define his poetic style:

1. Dreamlike Atmosphere and Imagery

De la Mare had an uncanny ability to create dreamlike settings that blur the
line between reality and fantasy. His poems often transport readers into
shadowy woods, quiet bedrooms, or moonlit landscapes, where ordinary objects
and creatures take on an otherworldly significance. This atmospheric quality
invites readers to experience the mysterious and often unsettling beauty of
the unseen world.

2. Themes of Childhood and Innocence

Many of de la Mare’s poems evoke the perspective of a child or are inspired



by childhood memories. His work captures the purity, curiosity, and sometimes
the fears of youth, making his poetry resonate deeply with readers of all
ages. Poems like *“The Listeners”* and *“Silver”* illustrate this connection,
blending nostalgia with a subtle sense of melancholy.

3. Use of Simple Yet Musical Language

Although his themes can be complex, Walter de la Mare’s language remains
accessible. His choice of words is often simple, but the rhythm and sound
patterns create a musical quality that enhances the mood. This musicality
makes his poems ideal for reading aloud or memorization, which is why many of
his verses have been included in school curricula over the years.

4. Exploration of the Supernatural and Uncanny

Poems by Walter de la Mare frequently delve into ghostly encounters,
mysterious voices, and eerie landscapes. Unlike overt horror, his approach is
subtle, relying on suggestion and atmosphere to unsettle and intrigue
readers. This style of supernatural poetry was influential in early 20th-
century literature and remains a hallmark of his work.

Notable Poems by Walter de la Mare

To truly appreciate Walter de la Mare’s poetry, it helps to explore some of
his most famous and beloved works.

“The Listeners”

This iconic poem tells the story of a traveler who knocks on a mysterious
house, calling out to its silent inhabitants—the “listeners.” The poem’s
haunting ambiguity and rhythmic cadence create a chilling yet beautiful
meditation on isolation and the unknown. It’s a perfect example of how de la
Mare blends narrative and atmosphere to evoke deep emotional responses.

“Silver”

In “Silver,” de la Mare paints a luminous picture of a nighttime world bathed
in silver light. The poem celebrates the magic of moonlight reflecting on the
natural world, invoking a sense of calm and wonder. Its gentle, repetitive
structure makes it memorable and beloved, especially among younger readers.



“The Moon”

This poem captures the moon’s quiet presence and its mysterious influence
over the night. Through simple language and vivid imagery, de la Mare conveys
a sense of reverence and enchantment, making the celestial body feel alive
and sentient.

Other Worthy Mentions

- *“Dowson’s Gone”*
- *“The Rhyme of the Fairies”*
- *“The Wind and the Moon”*

Each of these poems showcases different facets of de la Mare’s poetic genius,
from lyrical storytelling to magical realism.

Why Poems by Walter de la Mare Remain Relevant
Today

In a modern world often dominated by fast-paced life and digital
distractions, Walter de la Mare’s poems offer a refreshing pause—a chance to
reconnect with the subtleties of nature, imagination, and emotion. His poetry
encourages readers to embrace mystery rather than fear it, to find beauty in
the ordinary, and to listen closely to the quiet voices around us.

Inspiration for Writers and Educators

For contemporary poets and writers, studying Walter de la Mare’s work
provides valuable lessons in atmosphere-building, subtlety, and emotional
depth. Educators often use his poems to introduce students to poetic devices
like meter, rhyme, and imagery, as well as to spark creative thinking about
themes like childhood and the supernatural.

Therapeutic and Reflective Qualities

Many readers find comfort in the soothing rhythms and gentle imagery of de la
Mare’s poetry. His work can serve as a form of literary meditation, helping
individuals slow down and reflect on life’s mysteries and beauties.



Tips for Reading and Appreciating Poems by
Walter de la Mare

Engaging with de la Mare’s poetry can be a deeply rewarding experience when
approached with the right mindset and techniques.

Read aloud: The musical quality of his poems shines when spoken, helping
to capture rhythm and mood.

Visualize scenes: Picture the landscapes and characters described to
deepen your connection with the imagery.

Consider multiple interpretations: Many poems hold layers of meaning, so
reflect on what emotions or ideas they evoke for you personally.

Explore historical context: Understanding the era in which de la Mare
wrote can enrich your appreciation of his themes and style.

Where to Find Collections of Poems by Walter de
la Mare

If you’re eager to dive into a comprehensive selection of his poetry, several
collections are widely available:

Selected Poems of Walter de la Mare – A curated volume covering his most
famous and essential works.

Come Hither: A Collection of Poems – A classic anthology including many
of his childhood and supernatural poems.

Collected Poems – For readers who want a thorough exploration of his
entire poetic output.

Many of these collections are available in print, as well as digitally
through online bookstores and libraries, making access easy for readers
worldwide.



Final Thoughts on the Magic of Walter de la
Mare’s Poetry

Engaging with poems by Walter de la Mare is like stepping into a world where
the ordinary mingles with the extraordinary. His verses invite us to listen
closely—to the quiet footsteps in the night, the shimmer of moonlight on
leaves, and the whispers of forgotten dreams. Whether you’re reading for
pleasure, study, or inspiration, his poetry offers a timeless journey into
the heart of wonder and mystery that continues to enchant generations.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Walter de la Mare and what is he known for?
Walter de la Mare was an English poet, short story writer, and novelist, best
known for his children's poetry and eerie, atmospheric works. His poems often
explore themes of childhood, imagination, and the supernatural.

What are some of the most famous poems by Walter de
la Mare?
Some of Walter de la Mare's most famous poems include "The Listeners," "The
Old Woman," "Silver," and "The Moon." These poems are celebrated for their
lyrical quality and mystical themes.

What themes are commonly found in Walter de la
Mare's poetry?
Walter de la Mare's poetry frequently explores themes such as the innocence
and mystery of childhood, the supernatural, dreams, nature, and the passage
of time. His work often evokes a sense of wonder and quiet unease.

How did Walter de la Mare's poetry influence
children's literature?
Walter de la Mare's poetry greatly influenced children's literature by
blending imaginative storytelling with lyrical language, creating enchanting
and accessible poems that appeal to both children and adults. His work helped
elevate the status of children's poetry in English literature.

Where can one find collections of Walter de la
Mare's poems?
Collections of Walter de la Mare's poems can be found in libraries,



bookstores, and online platforms. Notable collections include "Selected Poems
of Walter de la Mare" and "Come Hither: A Collection of Poems for Children."
Many of his works are also available for free on public domain websites like
Project Gutenberg.

Additional Resources
Poems by Walter de la Mare: Exploring the Enigmatic Verse of a Master Poet

poems by walter de la mare occupy a distinctive place in 20th-century English
literature, blending elements of mystery, childhood innocence, and the
supernatural with a lyrical subtlety that has fascinated readers and critics
alike for over a century. Walter de la Mare’s oeuvre, often characterized by
its atmospheric depth and psychological nuance, invites a close examination
of his thematic preoccupations, stylistic features, and enduring influence on
both children’s and adult poetry. This article delves into the complex
artistry behind de la Mare’s poetry, highlighting why his work remains
relevant and compelling in contemporary literary discourse.

Walter de la Mare: Context and Literary
Significance

Walter de la Mare (1873–1956) was an English poet, short story writer, and
novelist whose literary career spanned several decades. His poetry is notable
for its evocative use of language that conjures haunting, dreamlike imagery
often rooted in the natural world and the unseen realms of the mind. De la
Mare’s work emerged during a period of significant transition in English
poetry, bridging the Victorian era’s formality and the modernists’
experimentalism. Yet, unlike many of his contemporaries, de la Mare
maintained a distinctive voice that embraced traditional meter and rhyme
while infusing his verse with a subtle psychological complexity.

His poems frequently explore themes such as childhood wonder, the
supernatural, and the passage of time, making his work accessible to a broad
audience yet rich enough for scholarly analysis. The dual appeal to both
children and adults is one of the defining characteristics of his poetry,
positioning him as a unique figure who transcended simple genre
classification.

Thematic Exploration in Poems by Walter de la Mare

De la Mare’s poetry often navigates the liminal spaces between reality and
imagination, light and darkness, innocence and experience. These themes are
particularly evident in some of his most celebrated poems, such as "The
Listeners," "Silver," and "The Haunted Palace."



Childhood and Innocence: Many poems evoke the mysterious world of
childhood, where the ordinary becomes magical. This is evident in his
use of simple yet resonant language that captures the purity and
vulnerability of youthful perception.

The Supernatural and the Unseen: De la Mare frequently incorporates
ghostly and spectral imagery, suggesting a world beyond human
understanding. This lends his poetry an eerie quality, inviting readers
to ponder existential questions.

Nature and the Passage of Time: His verse often reflects on the cycles
of nature and the inevitability of change, using natural metaphors to
explore deeper emotional and philosophical concerns.

Stylistic Features and Poetic Techniques

One of the hallmarks of poems by Walter de la Mare is his mastery of sound
and rhythm. His meticulous attention to meter and rhyme creates a musicality
that enhances the atmospheric qualities of his poetry. Unlike the fragmented
free verse that gained prominence in the early 20th century, de la Mare
preferred structured forms, which he used to evoke a timeless, almost
incantatory effect.

His diction is carefully chosen to balance simplicity and complexity. On the
surface, many poems appear straightforward and accessible, but closer reading
reveals layered meanings and subtle emotional undercurrents. This duality is
a key reason why his poetry appeals to both young readers and adults.

Moreover, de la Mare’s use of imagery is vivid yet often symbolic rather than
literal. He evokes sensory experiences—sounds, sights, and tactile
sensations—that immerse the reader in the poem’s atmosphere. For instance,
the recurring motif of silence in "The Listeners" amplifies the sense of
mystery and unresolved tension.

Comparative Perspectives: Walter de la Mare and
His Contemporaries

To fully appreciate the uniqueness of poems by Walter de la Mare, it is
useful to compare his work with that of other poets from his era, such as
T.S. Eliot, W.B. Yeats, and Robert Frost. While these poets also explored
themes of modernity, myth, and existential reflection, de la Mare’s approach
was markedly different.

Unlike Eliot’s dense allusiveness or Yeats’s mythic symbolism, de la Mare’s



poetry often favors a more direct emotional appeal through mood and
atmosphere. His focus on the uncanny and the mystical shares some
commonalities with Yeats, yet de la Mare’s tone is less overtly political or
ideological, leaning towards the personal and psychological.

In comparison to Robert Frost, whose poetry frequently reflects rural
American life with a philosophical bent, de la Mare’s work is more ethereal
and less grounded in social realities. Both poets, however, share an
appreciation for traditional poetic forms and the use of nature as a thematic
element.

Notable Collections and Poems

Among the many anthologies and collections that feature poems by Walter de la
Mare, several stand out for their critical acclaim and influence:

Peacock Pie: A Book of Rhymes (1913) – A collection aimed at children,1.
showcasing de la Mare’s playful and imaginative style.

Come Hither: Poems for Children (1923) – Another beloved children’s2.
anthology that balances whimsy with a touch of the mysterious.

Collected Poems (1924 and subsequent editions) – These compilations3.
provide a comprehensive overview of his poetic range, including some of
his most haunting and mature works.

Some individual poems that encapsulate his signature style include:

"The Listeners": A ghostly narrative poem that explores themes of
isolation and unanswered calls, renowned for its haunting atmosphere.

"Silver": A lyrical celebration of moonlight and nature’s quiet beauty,
marked by its musicality and vivid imagery.

"The Moon": This poem reflects on the moon’s mysterious and constant
presence, symbolizing both change and permanence.

The Legacy and Influence of Walter de la Mare’s
Poetry

The lasting appeal of poems by Walter de la Mare lies in their ability to



evoke a sense of wonder and introspection that transcends time and age. His
work has influenced subsequent generations of poets who seek to blend lyrical
beauty with psychological depth. Additionally, his poetry’s accessibility has
made it a staple in educational settings, where it introduces young readers
to the pleasures and complexities of verse.

Contemporary poets and literary critics continue to revisit de la Mare’s work
for its nuanced treatment of themes like the uncanny and the subconscious.
His subtle blending of the real and the fantastical prefigures many modern
explorations of dream and memory in poetry.

While some critics argue that de la Mare’s adherence to traditional forms
limits his engagement with the modernist movement’s innovations, it can also
be seen as a deliberate artistic choice that preserves a certain timelessness
and universality in his poetry.

The resonance of his poems in popular culture, including adaptations and
references in various media, further underscores their enduring significance.
Walter de la Mare’s verse invites readers to step beyond the mundane and
enter a world where the ordinary becomes extraordinary, a quality that
continues to captivate audiences today.

In sum, the exploration of poems by Walter de la Mare reveals a poet deeply
attuned to the mysteries of human experience, whose work balances formal
elegance with profound emotional insight. His poetry remains a vital part of
the English literary canon, inviting ongoing study and appreciation.
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