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LSAT Writing Sample Example Essay: A Guide to Crafting a Strong Response

lsat writing sample example essay is something many prospective law students
wonder about when preparing for the Law School Admission Test. While not
scored, the LSAT writing sample is a critical component of your application
that law schools review to assess your reasoning, clarity, and writing
skills. Understanding how to approach this essay and seeing concrete examples
can make a significant difference in your confidence and performance.

In this article, we’ll explore how to tackle the LSAT writing sample
effectively, look at an example essay, and provide valuable tips to make sure
your writing stands out. Whether you’'re aiming for top law schools or simply
want to sharpen your skills, this guide will offer insights into the LSAT
writing sample’s purpose, structure, and expectations.

Understanding the LSAT Writing Sample

The LSAT writing sample is a 35-minute, on-demand essay section that presents
you with a decision prompt involving two choices. Your task is to argue for
one option by presenting logical reasons and anticipating possible
counterarguments. Unlike other LSAT sections, this essay isn’t graded, but
it’'s sent to law schools alongside your score report.

Why the LSAT Writing Sample Matters

Although the writing sample doesn’t affect your LSAT score, admissions
committees often use it as a window into your analytical thinking and writing
ability. Law schools want to see how well you organize your thoughts,
communicate persuasively, and handle complex issues — skills essential for
success in law school and legal practice.

What to Expect in the Prompt

The prompt typically describes a scenario requiring a choice between two
options, each with pros and cons. You must choose one and justify your
decision based on the information given. For example, the prompt might
involve deciding between two candidates for a job or choosing between two
public policies.



LSAT Writing Sample Example Essay: A Detailed
Walkthrough

To help illuminate the process, let’s explore an example prompt and a sample
essay response.

Example Prompt

You are the director of a community center, and you must choose between two
programs to fund with a limited budget:

- Program A: Offers after-school tutoring to improve academic performance for
at-risk youth.

- Program B: Provides recreational activities aimed at improving social
skills and reducing juvenile delinquency.

Both programs have strong merits but limited funding allows you to choose
only one. Write an essay in which you argue for one program over the other,
supporting your choice with relevant reasons.

Sample LSAT Writing Sample Essay

In deciding how to allocate the community center’s limited funds, I support
choosing Program A, which offers after-school tutoring to improve academic
performance for at-risk youth. While Program B’s focus on recreational
activities and social skills development is valuable, Program A addresses a
foundational issue that can have long-lasting impacts on these youths’
futures.

Academic success is a critical factor influencing life opportunities,
including higher education and employment prospects. By providing targeted
tutoring, Program A directly supports students in overcoming educational
challenges that contribute to cycles of poverty and disenfranchisement.
Improved academic performance can boost self-esteem and motivation, which
also positively affects social behavior.

Although Program B’s emphasis on social skills and reducing delinquency 1is
important, these benefits may be secondary to the core need for academic
support. Without adequate educational achievement, youths might struggle to
access opportunities that help them avoid negative outcomes. Moreover, the
structured nature of after-school tutoring can foster discipline and
responsibility, indirectly contributing to better social conduct.

In conclusion, while both programs offer worthwhile benefits, Program A’s
focus on academics offers a more direct and sustainable path toward
empowering at-risk youth. Funding this program aligns with the community



center’s mission to provide tools that enable long-term success.

Tips for Writing a Strong LSAT Writing Sample
Essay

Now that you’ve seen an example, here are some practical tips to help you
create a persuasive and well-structured writing sample:

1. Understand the Prompt Thoroughly

Before writing, carefully analyze the prompt and the two options provided.
Identify key strengths and weaknesses of each choice and decide which you can
argue more convincingly.

2. Take a Clear Position

Your essay should clearly advocate for one option. Ambivalence or trying to
argue both sides equally can weaken your response. Be decisive and confident
in your stance.

3. Organize Your Essay Logically

Structure your essay with an introduction, body paragraphs, and a brief
conclusion. Introduce your position, support it with reasons and examples,
and address potential counterarguments.

4. Use Reasoning and Evidence

Even though the essay is hypothetical, base your arguments on logical
reasoning and the information in the prompt. Avoid irrelevant details but
enrich your points with examples or hypothetical outcomes when appropriate.

5. Write Clearly and Concisely

Law schools value clear communication. Avoid overly complex sentences or
jargon. Ensure your grammar, punctuation, and spelling are accurate.



6. Practice Time Management

You have 35 minutes, so plan your essay quickly, write efficiently, and leave
a few minutes for proofreading.

Common Challenges and How to Overcome Them

Many test takers find the LSAT writing sample intimidating because of the
time limit and the need to write a persuasive essay on the spot. Here’s how
to tackle common hurdles:

Formulating a Position Quickly

If deciding which option to support feels overwhelming, quickly list pros and
cons for each and pick the one you feel you can argue most strongly.
Remember, law schools are more interested in how you reason than your choice.

Staying Focused

It's easy to get sidetracked by irrelevant arguments. Stick closely to the
prompt’s information and avoid going off on tangents.

Dealing with Writer’s Block

If you get stuck, start with a simple sentence stating your choice, then
build one argument at a time. Even a basic essay with logical flow is better
than no essay.

Proofreading Under Time Pressure

Reserve the last 3-5 minutes to quickly scan for glaring errors or unclear
sentences. Minor typos won’t hurt you as much as unclear reasoning will.

Additional Practice Resources for LSAT Writing

To improve your LSAT writing sample skills, consider these resources:



e 0fficial LSAC Practice Prompts: The Law School Admission Council offers
sample prompts that mimic the real test.

e Writing Sample Examples: Review essays from previous test takers to
understand what successful responses look like.

e LSAT Prep Books and Courses: Many prep materials include sections
focused on the writing sample.

e Timed Writing Exercises: Practice writing essays within 35 minutes to
simulate test conditions and build confidence.

By regularly practicing with timed prompts and reviewing feedback, you can
sharpen your analytical writing skills, which will benefit not only your LSAT
writing sample but also your future law school assignments.

The LSAT writing sample example essay reveals that with a clear approach and
logical reasoning, you can craft a compelling argument even under time
constraints. Remember, the goal is to demonstrate your ability to analyze
options, make a reasoned choice, and communicate effectively — all essential
skills for a successful legal career.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the LSAT writing sample?

The LSAT writing sample is a timed essay portion of the Law School Admission
Test where test-takers must write an argumentative essay responding to a
given prompt, demonstrating their ability to construct a clear, well-reasoned
argument.

Are LSAT writing samples scored?

No, the LSAT writing sample is not scored by the LSAT itself, but law schools
may review it as part of the application to assess writing skills and logical
reasoning.

What is a good example topic for an LSAT writing
sample essay?

A good example topic might be choosing between two competing options, such as
deciding whether a city should fund building a new park or a new community
center, requiring the writer to argue for one option over the other with
supporting reasons.



How should I structure my LSAT writing sample essay?

You should structure your essay with an introduction stating your choice and
thesis, followed by body paragraphs providing clear reasons and evidence
supporting your position, and a conclusion summarizing your argument.

Can you provide a brief example thesis statement for
an LSAT writing sample?

"I believe that the city should allocate funds to build a new community
center rather than a park because it will serve a wider range of residents,
provide year-round activities, and foster community engagement."

What tips can help improve my LSAT writing sample
essay?

Focus on clarity, organization, and logical reasoning. Make sure to address
the prompt directly, support your position with specific reasons, and write
in a formal, concise style within the 35-minute time limit.

How long should the LSAT writing sample essay be?

The LSAT writing sample essay should be about 400-500 words, written within
the 35-minute time limit, to adequately develop your argument and demonstrate
writing proficiency.

Where can I find LSAT writing sample example essays?

You can find LSAT writing sample example essays on official LSAC resources,
LSAT prep books, and reputable test prep websites that provide sample prompts
and model responses.

Does the LSAT writing sample format differ from
other LSAT sections?

Yes, unlike multiple-choice sections, the LSAT writing sample requires a
written argumentative essay, testing different skills such as persuasive
writing and logical reasoning in a timed, essay format.

Additional Resources
**Mastering the LSAT Writing Sample: An Example Essay and Analytical Review**

lsat writing sample example essay serves as a critical component often
overlooked by many law school applicants. While it does not contribute
directly to the LSAT score, this writing sample plays a pivotal role in
showcasing analytical thinking, argumentative skills, and clear



communication—qualities essential for legal studies and practice.
Understanding the structure, expectations, and exemplary responses can
significantly enhance a candidate’s confidence and performance in this
section.

The LSAT writing sample is a timed essay prompt requiring test-takers to
choose between two options and defend their position with well-reasoned
arguments. This essay differs from typical academic writing as it emphasizes
logical reasoning and persuasive clarity rather than exhaustive research or
extensive factual backing. Aspiring law students often seek an lsat writing
sample example essay to guide their preparation, aiming to craft responses
that reflect coherent argumentation and professional tone.

Understanding the LSAT Writing Sample: Purpose
and Expectations

The LSAT writing sample is administered under a strict 35-minute time limit.
Candidates are presented with a decision prompt—usually a choice between two
courses of action. Each option has pros and cons, and the test-taker must
argue for one while acknowledging the counterarguments of the other. This
task evaluates critical thinking, organization, and the ability to present a
convincing rationale under time constraints.

Unlike multiple-choice sections, the writing sample is not scored but sent to
law schools as part of the application package. Admissions committees use it
to assess writing clarity, reasoning skills, and the ability to construct a
logical argument—attributes essential for success in law school.

Key Features of an Effective LSAT Writing Sample
Example Essay

An lsat writing sample example essay typically exhibits several hallmark
qualities that separate a compelling essay from a mediocre one:

e Clear Thesis Statement: The essay should open with a concise statement
outlining the chosen option and the rationale behind it.

» Balanced Argumentation: Acknowledging the merits of the opposing choice
demonstrates open-mindedness and analytical depth.

e Logical Structure: Paragraphs must follow a coherent flow, with each
supporting point clearly linked to the thesis.

* Conciseness and Clarity: The writing should be precise, avoiding
unnecessary jargon or overly complex sentences.



e Persuasive Tone: While neutral in tone, the essay should convincingly
advocate for the selected position.

LSAT Writing Sample Example Essay: A Step-by-
Step Analysis

To better understand what constitutes a strong writing sample, consider a
hypothetical LSAT prompt:

*“You are the director of a community center debating between two
initiatives: (A) expanding after-school programs for teenagers, or (B)
offering new adult education workshops. Which do you choose, and why?"”*

An effective lsat writing sample example essay responding to this prompt
might unfold as follows:

Introduction and Thesis

The writer clearly states a preference, e.g., choosing to expand after-school
programs for teenagers, with a brief justification highlighting the potential
long-term benefits for youth development and community safety.

Supporting Arguments

The essay presents reasons such as:
1. Youth engagement reduces crime rates and promotes positive social
behavior.

2. After-school programs provide vital academic support during critical
educational years.

3. Investing in teenagers yields longer-term societal benefits, including a
better-prepared future workforce.

Each argument is succinctly developed with logical connections to the thesis.



Counterargument and Rebuttal

An acknowledgment of the value of adult education workshops is important:

e Adult education enhances job skills and economic opportunities for the
current workforce.

However, the essay counters this by asserting that addressing youth needs
today prevents future economic and social challenges, making the after-school
initiative a more strategic investment.

Conclusion

A brief restatement reinforces the choice and summarizes the rationale,
emphasizing the community’s long-term interests.

Comparing LSAT Writing Sample Essays: Common
Strengths and Weaknesses

Reviewing various lsat writing sample example essays reveals common patterns:
e Strengths: Clear organizational structure, effective argument balance,
and concise language.

* Weaknesses: Some essays fall into the trap of being overly emotional,
vague, or failing to adequately address the opposing option.

e Style Variation: Some candidates adopt a more formal tone, while others

use a conversational style. Both approaches can succeed if clarity and
logic are maintained.

Understanding these trends helps applicants tailor their writing to meet
expectations and avoid pitfalls.

Tips for Crafting a Strong LSAT Writing Sample

To maximize the effectiveness of your essay, keep these practical suggestions
in mind:



1. Plan Briefly Before Writing: Spend a few minutes outlining your main
points and counterarguments.

2. Stay Focused: Stick to the prompt without deviating into unrelated
topics.

3. Use Transitional Phrases: This improves readability and helps the essay
flow logically.

4. Proofread if Time Permits: Correct any glaring grammar or spelling
errors to maintain professionalism.

5. Practice with Sample Prompts: Familiarity reduces stress and improves
time management during the actual test.

The Role of the LSAT Writing Sample in Law
School Admissions

Though the LSAT writing sample does not influence the numerical score, its
importance should not be underestimated. Law schools often scrutinize this
essay to gain insight into an applicant’s writing aptitude and ability to
analyze complex issues swiftly. For candidates with borderline numerical
scores or those seeking to differentiate themselves, a well-crafted writing
sample can add significant value.

Moreover, the writing sample offers a preview of the rigorous writing and
reasoning law students will encounter. Demonstrating proficiency in this task
signals readiness for the demands of legal education.

Technology and the LSAT Writing Sample: Digital vs.
Paper

In recent years, the LSAT has transitioned to a digital format. The writing
sample is now submitted electronically, often on a laptop during the test.
This shift has advantages and challenges:

e Advantages: Typing can be faster for many test-takers than handwriting,
allowing clearer expression and easier editing.

e Challenges: Some candidates may struggle with keyboard skills or find
the time constraint more pressing in a digital environment.



Preparing with digital typing practice can help applicants adapt and produce
polished writing samples.

Examining LSAT Writing Sample Example Essays: A
Comparative Look

Several LSAT prep resources provide sample writing essays to illustrate
different approaches. Comparing these examples reveals varied strategies
depending on prompt type and personal style:

e Analytical Essays: Focus on dissecting the pros and cons with balanced
reasoning.

e Persuasive Essays: Emphasize convincing language and emotional appeal
within logical boundaries.

e Concise Essays: Prioritize brevity and clarity, suitable for candidates
who write quickly under pressure.

Each style has merits, but the most effective essays combine analytical depth
with clear, structured argumentation.

The lsat writing sample example essay is more than a mere formality; it is a
window into the applicant’s critical thinking and writing capabilities.
Candidates who invest effort in understanding its unique demands and
practicing strategically will enhance their overall law school application
profile, standing out in a competitive admissions landscape.
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