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LSAT Writing Example Prompts: A Guide to Mastering the LSAT Writing Sample

lsat writing example prompts are an essential part of preparing for the Law School Admission Test
(LSAT), yet many test-takers overlook this section when studying. While the LSAT Writing Sample is
unscored, it plays a crucial role in showcasing your ability to construct coherent, persuasive, and well-
organized arguments—skills that law schools highly value. Understanding the nature of LSAT writing
example prompts and how to approach them can give you a competitive edge in your law school
application process.

What Are LSAT Writing Example Prompts?

The LSAT Writing Sample presents test-takers with a decision prompt, requiring them to choose
between two options and argue their choice effectively. Unlike multiple-choice questions, this writing
section is an essay task that asks you to analyze a situation, weigh different considerations, and
explain your reasoning clearly. LSAT writing example prompts typically describe a scenario involving a
choice between two policies, actions, or proposals, and your job is to argue persuasively for one side.

To give you a clearer picture, an LSAT writing example prompt might look like this:

> "A small town is deciding whether to allocate funds to build a new public park or renovate the local
library. Write an essay arguing which project the town should prioritize."

This kind of prompt tests your ability to think critically about competing interests, anticipate
counterarguments, and express your ideas logically.

Why Are LSAT Writing Example Prompts Important?

Many students focus heavily on the multiple-choice sections of the LSAT—Logical Reasoning,
Analytical Reasoning (Logic Games), and Reading Comprehension—because they affect your score.
However, the writing sample, though unscored, is sent to law schools alongside your LSAT results.
Admissions committees use it to assess your writing skills, clarity of thought, and ability to construct
arguments—all vital in law school and legal practice.

By practicing with diverse LSAT writing example prompts, you can:

- Improve your ability to organize essays quickly.
- Hone your persuasive writing skills.
- Develop strategies for addressing counterarguments.
- Build confidence in writing under timed conditions.



Common Themes in LSAT Writing Prompts

LSAT writing prompts often revolve around practical decisions in community, business, or
organizational settings. Some common themes include:

- Resource allocation (e.g., funding for projects or programs)
- Policy decisions (e.g., whether to implement a new rule)
- Ethical dilemmas (e.g., choosing between competing values)
- Operational choices (e.g., selecting between service providers or vendors)

Understanding these themes helps you anticipate the kind of reasoning and examples you might use
in your response.

How to Approach LSAT Writing Example Prompts
Effectively

Writing a compelling essay in 35 minutes can be challenging, but a solid strategy helps. Here’s how
you can tackle LSAT writing example prompts with confidence:

Analyze the Prompt Carefully

Before you start writing, read the prompt thoroughly. Identify the two options you need to choose
between and consider the criteria for making a decision. Ask yourself:

- What are the advantages and disadvantages of each choice?
- What values or goals are at stake?
- Are there any hidden assumptions or potential consequences?

Taking a moment to outline your thoughts helps you build a coherent argument.

Plan Your Essay Structure

A clear structure keeps your essay focused. A simple but effective format includes:

- Introduction: Briefly state your choice and the main reason for it.
- Body Paragraph 1: Present your strongest argument supporting your choice.
- Body Paragraph 2: Discuss another supporting point or address a potential counterargument.
- Conclusion: Summarize your position and reinforce why your choice is best.

This structure ensures your writing is organized and easy to follow.



Use Clear and Persuasive Language

Your goal is to convince the reader that your choice is the best. Use precise, concise language and
avoid vague statements. Support your claims with logical reasoning and concrete examples where
possible. Phrases like “because,” “therefore,” and “as a result” help clarify your logic.

Address the Opposing Viewpoint

Acknowledging the merits of the alternative option demonstrates critical thinking and fairness. Briefly
recognize why the other choice might be appealing, then explain why your chosen option outweighs
it. This balanced approach strengthens your argument.

Sample LSAT Writing Example Prompts for Practice

Practicing with a variety of prompts is key to success. Here are some examples you can use to
sharpen your skills:

1.
Community Safety: A city council is debating whether to increase police patrols in
neighborhoods or invest in community education programs to reduce crime. Argue which
approach the city should prioritize.

2.
University Policy: A university must decide between expanding its library hours or upgrading
its computer labs. Write an essay supporting one of these options.

3.
Environmental Decision: A company needs to choose between investing in renewable energy
technology or enhancing its current manufacturing efficiency. Argue which investment is more
beneficial.

4.
Technology Adoption: A law firm is choosing whether to implement a new case management
software or to train existing staff on current systems. Make a case for one of these choices.

Working through these prompts under timed conditions will help you develop quick thinking and
structured writing skills.

Tips for Improving Your LSAT Writing Sample

Beyond practicing with prompts, keep these tips in mind to elevate your writing:



Practice Timed Essays: The LSAT writing section is strictly timed (35 minutes). Simulate
exam conditions to get comfortable organizing and writing your essay quickly.

Focus on Clarity: Avoid overly complex sentences or jargon. Clear, straightforward prose is
more persuasive and easier to follow.

Edit for Grammar and Spelling: While minor errors won’t necessarily disqualify you, a
polished essay reflects professionalism.

Use Logical Transitions: Connect your ideas smoothly to maintain flow and coherence.

Review Sample Essays: Reading high-quality sample responses helps you understand what
admissions committees expect.

Incorporating LSAT Writing Sample Skills Beyond the
Exam

The skills you develop by practicing LSAT writing example prompts extend well beyond the test day.
Law school demands strong analytical writing, critical thinking, and clear communication. Whether
drafting case briefs, memos, or exam answers, the ability to present a structured argument
effectively remains invaluable.

Additionally, the writing sample offers a chance to demonstrate your potential as a law student. Many
applicants may have similar LSAT scores and GPAs, but your writing sample can set you apart by
showcasing your reasoning and writing capabilities.

---

Getting comfortable with LSAT writing example prompts requires practice, patience, and strategic
preparation. By approaching these prompts thoughtfully and honing your persuasive writing, you can
boost your confidence and present yourself as a strong candidate to law schools.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of the LSAT writing sample?
The LSAT writing sample is designed to assess an applicant's ability to construct a clear, logical, and
persuasive argument in writing, which is a critical skill for law school and legal practice.

Are LSAT writing sample prompts the same every year?
No, LSAT writing sample prompts vary with each test administration to present different scenarios
requiring test-takers to choose and defend a position.



Can you provide an example of an LSAT writing sample
prompt?
An example prompt might ask you to choose between two options, such as approving a new public
park or funding a community center, and to argue in favor of one choice with supporting reasons.

How should I structure my response to an LSAT writing
sample prompt?
Your response should have a clear introduction stating your position, followed by body paragraphs
presenting reasons and evidence supporting your choice, and a concise conclusion reinforcing your
argument.

Is the LSAT writing sample scored?
The LSAT writing sample is not scored as part of the LSAT exam; however, it is sent to law schools as
a writing sample to help them evaluate your writing ability.

How much time is given to complete the LSAT writing sample?
Test-takers are typically given 35 minutes to complete the LSAT writing sample.

What tips can help improve my LSAT writing sample
response?
To enhance your response, clearly state your position, use logical reasoning, provide specific
examples, address potential counterarguments, and proofread for clarity and grammar.

Additional Resources
LSAT Writing Example Prompts: An In-Depth Review and Analysis

lsat writing example prompts serve as a critical component of the Law School Admission Test
(LSAT), designed to evaluate a candidate’s ability to articulate and defend a position in writing. While
the LSAT Writing section is often overlooked compared to the multiple-choice components, its
importance remains significant. This article delves into the nature of LSAT writing example prompts,
exploring their structure, purpose, and best practices for prospective law school applicants. By
understanding these prompts, test-takers can better prepare to demonstrate their reasoning and
communication skills effectively.

Understanding LSAT Writing Example Prompts

The LSAT Writing section, though administered separately from the multiple-choice test, is mandatory
for law school admission. It requires test-takers to craft an essay that presents a clear argument
based on a given prompt. LSAT writing example prompts typically present a scenario involving two



options or courses of action, accompanied by relevant facts or considerations. The candidate’s task is
to choose one option and justify that choice with well-reasoned arguments.

Unlike traditional essay prompts, LSAT writing example prompts focus less on creative expression and
more on logical reasoning, clarity, and organization. The ability to evaluate competing perspectives
and identify the most persuasive rationale is paramount. This makes the writing sample a vital
indicator of a candidate’s analytical writing skills, which are essential for success in law school and
legal practice.

Key Features of LSAT Writing Prompts

Several defining characteristics distinguish LSAT writing example prompts from other essay formats:

Decision-based Structure: Each prompt requires the test-taker to choose between two
options, often with trade-offs or conflicting priorities.

Neutral Tone: Prompts are presented objectively, without revealing a preferred answer,
allowing candidates to argue either side.

Limited Context: Background information is concise, requiring the test-taker to focus on
reasoning rather than extensive research or knowledge.

Time Constraint: The writing section is time-limited (usually 35 minutes), emphasizing clarity
and efficiency in argumentation.

Such features compel test-takers to prioritize logical coherence, precision, and effective organization
over stylistic flourishes.

Analyzing Sample LSAT Writing Prompts

Examining representative LSAT writing example prompts can illuminate the expectations and typical
content candidates face. Consider the following hypothetical prompt:

"A small town is deciding whether to allocate its budget to improve the public library or to renovate
the local park. Both projects have community support but limited funding. Choose one project to
recommend and explain your reasoning."

This prompt exemplifies the decision-making framework common in LSAT writing samples. The test-
taker must weigh community benefits, potential impact, cost considerations, and long-term effects to
justify their recommendation.

Another example might read:

"An online education platform must decide between expanding its course offerings or investing in



technology to improve user experience. Select the option you believe is more beneficial and provide a
rationale."

These examples highlight the necessity for candidates to evaluate competing priorities and articulate
a well-supported argument. The prompts encourage critical thinking, asking test-takers to analyze
trade-offs rather than simply expressing personal opinions.

Strategies for Approaching LSAT Writing Prompts

Mastering the LSAT writing section requires strategic preparation. Here are several effective
techniques:

Careful Reading: Understand the prompt’s scenario fully and identify the two alternatives1.
presented.

Outline Arguments: Quickly sketch key points supporting your chosen option and anticipate2.
counterarguments.

Use Logical Structure: Organize the essay with a clear introduction, body paragraphs3.
presenting reasons, and a concise conclusion.

Support with Evidence: Use facts or hypothetical scenarios provided in the prompt to bolster4.
your position.

Maintain Formal Tone: Avoid slang or overly emotional language; focus on objectivity and5.
clarity.

These strategies align with the LSAT’s purpose of gauging analytical writing proficiency, ensuring that
responses are coherent and persuasive within the time limit.

Comparing LSAT Writing Prompts to Other Law School
Essays

Unlike personal statements or diversity essays commonly required in law school applications, LSAT
writing example prompts are strictly analytical and impersonal. They do not seek insight into the test-
taker’s background or motivations but rather the ability to reason objectively.

Additionally, LSAT writing essays differ from bar exam essays, which often demand detailed legal
analysis and application of statutes or case law. LSAT writing samples focus on reasoning and
communication skills without requiring specialized legal knowledge.

This distinction underscores the purpose of the LSAT writing section as a standardized measure of
fundamental analytical writing skills, separate from broader application materials.



The Role of LSAT Writing in Law School Admissions

Despite being administered separately and scored on a pass/fail basis, the LSAT writing sample is
sent to law schools alongside LSAT scores. Admissions committees may use the writing sample to:

Assess a candidate’s ability to construct logical, well-organized arguments

Evaluate writing style and clarity, crucial for legal studies

Differentiate between applicants with similar LSAT scores and GPAs

Though not scored numerically, the writing sample can influence admissions decisions, particularly at
competitive institutions.

Common Challenges with LSAT Writing Example
Prompts

Test-takers often encounter several difficulties when tackling LSAT writing prompts:

Time Pressure: The 35-minute limit can constrain thorough planning and revision.

Choosing a Side: Some candidates struggle to commit to one option, wishing to hedge or
express ambivalence.

Balancing Depth and Brevity: The need to provide convincing support without becoming
verbose or repetitive.

Maintaining Formality: Avoiding colloquial language while keeping the essay engaging and
clear.

Awareness of these challenges enables prospective test-takers to practice under timed conditions and
refine their writing techniques.

Resources for Practicing LSAT Writing Prompts

Preparation materials featuring authentic LSAT writing example prompts are readily available through
several sources:

Official LSAC Materials: The Law School Admission Council offers past prompts and sample



essays to familiarize candidates with expectations.

Prep Books: Comprehensive LSAT preparation guides often include writing prompts and
scoring criteria.

Online Forums and Practice Platforms: Websites such as 7Sage, Khan Academy, and
LSATMax provide interactive writing practice and feedback.

Utilizing these resources can enhance familiarity with prompt formats and improve writing proficiency
under exam conditions.

The LSAT writing section, anchored by its example prompts, remains an essential element of the law
school admissions process. Mastery of this component requires not only command of language but
also the ability to reason effectively under pressure. By engaging with diverse LSAT writing example
prompts and employing strategic approaches, candidates can strengthen their capacity to present
compelling, logical arguments—a skill indispensable for future legal success.
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