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**How God Became King: The Forgotten Story of the Gospels**

how god became king the forgotten story of the gospels is a narrative that often gets overshadowed by
more familiar biblical themes. Yet, this story holds profound significance, revealing a transformative truth
at the heart of Christianity. It’s a tale that invites us to reconsider what kingship means—not in terms of
earthly power, but divine authority and love. In exploring this forgotten story, we uncover layers of
meaning embedded in the gospels that challenge our perceptions and deepen our understanding of God’s
kingdom.

The Context of Kingship in Ancient Times

Before diving into how God became king according to the gospels, it’s important to understand what
kingship meant in the cultural context of the time. Kings were typically seen as powerful rulers, wielding
political, military, and economic control. They were expected to dominate, conquer, and maintain order
through strength.

The Expectation of a Messiah King

The Jewish people of the first century awaited a Messiah—a king who would liberate them from Roman
oppression and restore Israel’s glory. This expectation was fueled by Old Testament prophecies describing a
descendant of David who would reign with justice and power. However, the gospels present a version of
kingship quite different from this popular anticipation.

How God Became King: The Gospel Narrative

The story of how God became king in the gospels is not about military might or political conquest. Instead,
it’s a story of humility, sacrifice, and unexpected authority.

Jesus’ Birth: The King in a Manger

The gospels open with the birth of Jesus, a king born not in a palace but in a humble manger. This imagery



contrasts sharply with traditional images of kingship. The nativity story emphasizes God’s entrance into the
world in the most vulnerable way, signaling a new kind of kingdom—one built on love and service rather
than domination.

The Ministry of Jesus: Servant Leadership

Throughout his ministry, Jesus taught that true kingship is marked by serving others. He washed his
disciples’ feet, healed the sick, and befriended the marginalized. This inverted the common understanding
of power, showing that God’s kingdom is characterized by self-giving love.

The Crucifixion: The King’s Crown of Thorns

The crucifixion stands as the pivotal moment in the forgotten story of the gospels. Jesus was mocked as
“King of the Jews,” crowned with thorns, and executed as a criminal. Yet, paradoxically, this act of
apparent defeat was the moment God’s kingship was fully revealed. Through the cross, Jesus conquered sin
and death, establishing a kingdom that transcends earthly realms.

The Kingdom of God: More Than a Title

Understanding how God became king in the gospels requires grasping what the “kingdom of God” truly
means.

Not of This World

Jesus famously told Pontius Pilate that his kingdom was “not of this world.” This statement points to the
spiritual nature of God’s reign—one that operates through transformation of hearts rather than political
control.

Present and Future Reality

The kingdom of God is both a present reality and a future hope. Jesus inaugurated it through his life and
works, inviting followers to live under God’s rule now. At the same time, the full realization of this
kingdom awaits the future, when God’s justice and peace will be complete.



Why the Story of God’s Kingship is Often Forgotten

Despite its importance, the story of how God became king is sometimes overlooked in modern Christian
discourse. Several factors contribute to this.

Focus on Personal Salvation

Many contemporary teachings emphasize individual salvation and personal relationship with God,
sometimes neglecting the broader communal and kingdom dimensions presented in the gospels.

Misunderstandings of Power

The world’s prevailing ideas of power and leadership can make the gospel story of humble kingship hard
to grasp or appreciate fully.

Cultural Shifts

In a society that values independence and self-assertion, the idea of a king who serves and sacrifices can
seem counterintuitive or irrelevant.

Reclaiming the Forgotten Story

Engaging with how God became king in the gospels invites believers to rethink leadership, power, and
identity.

Living as Citizens of God’s Kingdom

Recognizing Jesus as king means embracing values like compassion, justice, and humility in our daily lives.
It challenges Christians to reflect God’s reign in their communities.

Embracing the Paradox of Kingship



The paradox of a king who serves and dies for his people calls us to embody a different kind of
strength—one rooted in love and sacrifice rather than dominance.

Sharing the Story in Today’s World

By retelling this forgotten story, communities can find hope and direction amid chaos and conflict, drawing
on the gospel’s vision of a kingdom where peace and justice prevail.

The Impact of the Forgotten Story on Faith and Practice

This narrative reshapes how believers view their relationship with God and the world.

Empowerment through Servanthood: Followers of Jesus find strength not in control but in serving
others.

Hope in Suffering: The crucifixion as kingship offers a perspective that suffering can have
redemptive power.

Community and Justice: God’s kingdom calls for active participation in creating a just society.

Practical Ways to Embrace God’s Kingship

- **Practice humility in leadership roles.**
- **Engage in acts of service and charity.**
- **Advocate for justice within your community.**
- **Cultivate spiritual disciplines that deepen your connection to God’s reign.**

Exploring how God became king through the gospel story enriches not only theological understanding but
also everyday living. It invites an ongoing journey into the heart of divine kingship—a story of power
transformed by love, a kingdom built on grace rather than force.

As this forgotten story resurfaces, it continues to inspire and challenge, reminding us that the true king
reigns not from a throne of gold but from a cross of sacrifice, leading us into a kingdom that lasts forever.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'How God Became King: The Forgotten Story
of the Gospels'?
The main theme of 'How God Became King' is the exploration of Jesus' kingship as presented in the
Gospels, highlighting how the story of Jesus is fundamentally about the arrival of God's kingdom through
His life, death, and resurrection.

Who is the author of 'How God Became King: The Forgotten Story of the
Gospels'?
The author is N.T. Wright, a renowned New Testament scholar and theologian.

Why does N.T. Wright refer to the story of the Gospels as 'forgotten'?
N.T. Wright argues that the central message of Jesus as the true King, embodying God's kingdom, has
often been overlooked or minimized in modern Christian teaching and preaching, hence it is a 'forgotten'
story.

How does 'How God Became King' challenge traditional interpretations of
the Gospels?
The book challenges traditional interpretations by emphasizing Jesus' kingship and the political and
theological implications of His resurrection, rather than focusing solely on personal salvation or moral
teachings.

What historical context does 'How God Became King' provide about Jesus'
kingship?
The book situates Jesus' kingship within the context of first-century Jewish expectations of a Messiah and
the Roman imperial power, showing how Jesus redefined what it meant to be a king in God's kingdom.

Does 'How God Became King' discuss the resurrection of Jesus?
Yes, the resurrection is a central element in the book, portrayed as the decisive event that confirms Jesus'
kingship and the inauguration of God's kingdom on earth.



Who would benefit from reading 'How God Became King'?
The book is beneficial for theologians, pastors, students of the Bible, and anyone interested in a deeper
understanding of the Gospels and the theological significance of Jesus' role as King.

Additional Resources
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how god became king the forgotten story of the gospels is a compelling phrase that invites an exploration
into one of the most profound yet often overlooked narratives within Christian scripture. While popular
Christian teachings frequently emphasize Jesus’ divinity, sacrificial death, and resurrection, the nuanced
portrayal of God’s kingship as presented in the Gospels remains surprisingly underexamined. This article
seeks to excavate that forgotten story, analyzing how the Gospels articulate the concept of God’s reign, the
establishment of divine kingship, and the implications this holds for theology and historical understanding.

Understanding the Kingship of God in the Gospels

The notion of God as King is not foreign to biblical literature. The Old Testament is replete with references
to God’s sovereignty—Psalm 47:7 declares, “For God is the King of all the earth.” However, the New
Testament Gospels introduce a transformative dimension to this kingship. Rather than simply depicting
God as a distant monarch on a celestial throne, the Gospels narrate how God’s kingship becomes tangible and
accessible through the person and ministry of Jesus Christ. This shift from an abstract divine ruler to a
present, active King is central to the forgotten story of how God became King, a narrative often
overshadowed by other theological themes.

The Kingdom of God: A Central but Misunderstood Theme

The phrase “Kingdom of God” or “Kingdom of Heaven” appears extensively across the Synoptic
Gospels—Matthew, Mark, and Luke. Yet, contemporary readers and even some Christian traditions tend to
interpret the Kingdom primarily as a future, eschatological event or as a spiritual entity detached from
earthly reality. The Gospels, however, present a more dynamic and immediate reality. Jesus proclaims the
arrival of the Kingdom, signaling that God’s reign is breaking into human history in a new and
revolutionary way.

This immediacy is a key element in how God became King according to the Gospel narratives. It is
through Jesus’ teachings, parables, miracles, and ultimately his death and resurrection that God’s kingship
becomes manifest in a form that challenges existing political and religious structures.



Jesus as the Fulfillment of Divine Kingship

A critical aspect of the forgotten story lies in understanding Jesus’ identity as the King. The Gospels do not
merely portray Jesus as a spiritual leader but explicitly refer to him as the Messiah—the anointed King
prophesied in Hebrew Scripture. This Messianic title underscores a fulfillment of God’s promise to establish
an everlasting kingdom.

Messianic Expectations and Their Reinterpretation

During Jesus’ time, Jewish expectations of the Messiah were largely political and nationalistic. Many
anticipated a king who would overthrow Roman oppression and restore Israel’s sovereignty. However, the
Gospels reveal that Jesus redefines kingship not through military might or political dominance but through
servanthood, sacrifice, and love.

For instance, in John 18:36, Jesus states, “My kingdom is not of this world.” This declaration distinguishes
his kingship from earthly rulers and emphasizes a spiritual reign characterized by justice, peace, and
reconciliation. This radical reinterpretation of kingship challenges traditional power structures and invites
believers to reimagine what it means for God to be King.

The Crucifixion: The Paradox of the King’s Triumph

One of the most profound elements in the narrative of how God became King is the paradox presented by
the crucifixion. The Roman method of execution was designed to shame and disempower, yet the Gospels
portray Jesus’ death as a moment of divine victory. The sign above Jesus on the cross, “King of the Jews,”
ironically marks him as a king, but a king who triumphs through apparent defeat.

This paradox is central to the Gospel’s message. The crucifixion is not the end of God’s kingship but its
dramatic inauguration. Through suffering and death, the divine king reveals the nature of true
power—one rooted in humility and sacrificial love rather than coercion.

The Role of the Resurrection in Affirming God’s Kingship

The resurrection of Jesus is the crowning event that confirms how God became King. It validates Jesus’
claims, defeats death, and inaugurates a new era of divine reign. The Gospel of Matthew explicitly connects
the resurrection with the fulfillment of God’s kingdom promises, portraying the risen Jesus as the exalted
King who commissions his followers to spread the gospel.



Beyond theological implications, the resurrection also serves as a historical anchor that distinguishes
Christian belief from other ancient religious movements. The transformation of Jesus’ followers from
despair to bold proclamation underscores the authenticity of the belief in God’s kingship realized in Jesus.

Implications for Early Christian Communities

Understanding how God became King was not merely an abstract theological exercise for early
Christians—it shaped their identity and mission. The proclamation of Jesus as King underpinned the early
church’s message and offered a compelling alternative to Roman imperial authority. This was particularly
significant given that the title “king” was politically charged in the context of imperial Rome.

The early Christians’ refusal to worship the emperor as king and their allegiance to Christ as the true King
set the stage for centuries of religious and political tension. Yet it also inspired movements of social justice,
charity, and community-building rooted in the values of the Kingdom of God.

The Forgotten Story’s Relevance Today

Despite its foundational importance, the story of how God became King is often marginalized in
contemporary Christian discourse. Modern interpretations tend to emphasize personal salvation or doctrinal
orthodoxy at the expense of the radical social and political dimensions of God’s reign.

Revisiting this forgotten story can enrich modern faith by highlighting the holistic nature of God’s
kingship—a reign that encompasses spiritual renewal, ethical living, and social transformation. It challenges
believers to consider how divine sovereignty manifests in everyday life and communal structures.

How the Gospels Inspire Modern Understanding of Kingship

The portrayal of God as King in the Gospels offers a model of leadership and authority that contrasts sharply
with authoritarian or self-serving power. It promotes values such as servant leadership, justice for the
marginalized, and reconciliation between divided communities.

This perspective resonates beyond religious boundaries, influencing discussions in ethics, political theory,
and social activism. The idea that true kingship involves self-giving love rather than domination remains a
powerful critique of contemporary power dynamics.



Key Takeaways from the Forgotten Story

The Gospels present God’s kingship as both a present reality and a future hope, introduced through
Jesus’ ministry.

Jesus redefines traditional Messianic expectations by embodying a servant king who conquers
through sacrifice.

The crucifixion and resurrection together reveal the paradoxical nature of divine power and victory.

Early Christian communities understood allegiance to Christ as a radical political and spiritual
commitment.

Re-engagement with this narrative can deepen contemporary understanding of leadership, justice,
and faith.

By revisiting how God became King, the forgotten story of the Gospels emerges not only as a historical and
theological inquiry but also as a vital dialogue about power, identity, and hope that continues to challenge
and inspire believers and non-believers alike.
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