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**The History of Raiders Quarterbacks: A Tale of Grit and Glory**

history of raiders quarterbacks is a captivating journey through the evolution of one of the NFL’s most

storied franchises. From the early days in Oakland to the recent chapters in Las Vegas, the

quarterback position for the Raiders has been filled by some of the league’s most memorable and

influential players. This article delves into the legacy, challenges, and triumphs associated with Raiders

signal-callers, exploring how they shaped the team’s identity over the decades.

Origins: The Early Years of Raiders Quarterbacks

The Raiders began their journey in the American Football League (AFL) in 1960, and their quarterback

history starts with players who helped lay the foundation for what would become a legendary franchise.

Tom Flores, who initially played for the team in the early 1960s, was one of the earliest quarterbacks

to leave a mark. Though his playing career was modest, Flores later became a pivotal figure as a

coach, guiding the Raiders to two Super Bowl victories.

In the 1960s, the Raiders’ quarterback situation was somewhat unsettled, with several players rotating

through the position. However, it was Daryle Lamonica, known as “The Mad Bomber,” who brought

excitement to the Raiders’ passing game. Lamonica’s strong arm and willingness to take risks

symbolized the Raiders' aggressive style of play. His tenure helped establish the team as a formidable

force in the AFL and later the NFL after the merger.

The Golden Era: Ken Stabler and the Rise to Prominence

If the history of Raiders quarterbacks has a defining chapter, it belongs to Ken “Snake” Stabler.



Drafted in 1968, Stabler's career with the Raiders spanned over a decade, and he became the face of

the franchise during the 1970s. Stabler’s cool demeanor under pressure, combined with his

improvisational skills, made him a beloved figure among fans and teammates alike.

Under Stabler’s leadership, the Raiders captured their first Super Bowl championship in the 1976

season. His ability to orchestrate game-winning drives and his rapport with legendary players like Fred

Biletnikoff and Cliff Branch were crucial to the team’s success. Stabler’s playing style was emblematic

of the Raiders’ “tough and rebellious” image, which resonated deeply with the fanbase.

Stabler’s Impact on Raiders’ Quarterback Legacy

- Elevated the team’s national profile with consistent playoff appearances

- Set the standard for future quarterbacks with his clutch performances

- Embodied the Raider’s ethos of resilience and grit

Stabler’s influence is still felt today, serving as a benchmark for what it means to be a Raiders

quarterback.

Transition and Turbulence: The Post-Stabler Years

After Stabler’s departure, the Raiders experienced a period of transition. The quarterback role saw a

revolving door of players attempting to fill the void. Figures like Jim Plunkett, Marc Wilson, and Jay

Schroeder had varying degrees of success.

Jim Plunkett, in particular, stands out during this era. Though his early career was marked by

inconsistency, Plunkett’s perseverance paid off when he led the Raiders to two Super Bowl victories in

the early 1980s. His story is one of redemption and resilience, embodying the unpredictable nature of

the Raiders’ quarterback history.



Challenges in Maintaining Stability

- Frequent coaching changes affected offensive schemes

- Injuries and inconsistent play made continuity difficult

- Pressure of living up to Stabler’s legacy weighed heavily on successors

Despite these challenges, the Raiders managed to remain competitive, largely thanks to quarterbacks

who could rise to the occasion.

Modern Era: The Search for a Franchise Quarterback

The late 1990s into the 2000s was a time of ups and downs for the Raiders’ quarterback position.

Rich Gannon emerged as a standout figure, revitalizing the franchise with his Pro Bowl performances.

Gannon guided the Raiders to a Super Bowl appearance in the 2002 season, showcasing his

leadership and precision passing.

However, the Raiders struggled to find long-term stability at quarterback after Gannon’s departure. The

team cycled through numerous starters, including Kerry Collins, JaMarcus Russell, and Carson Palmer,

with mixed results. Each brought different skills but often fell short of establishing the kind of sustained

success fans hoped for.

The JaMarcus Russell Era: A Cautionary Tale

Russell, selected as the first overall pick in 2007, is often cited as one of the biggest draft

disappointments in NFL history. Despite his physical tools and potential, his tenure was marred by

poor work ethic and inconsistent play, contributing to a prolonged period of quarterback instability for

the Raiders.



The New Millennium and the Arrival in Las Vegas

In recent years, the Raiders have continued to hunt for a franchise quarterback capable of leading the

team back to prominence. Derek Carr, drafted in 2014, became a beacon of hope. Carr’s strong arm,

leadership qualities, and dedication quickly earned him a reputation as one of the more reliable

quarterbacks in the league. He set numerous franchise records, including most passing yards and

touchdowns in a single season.

Carr’s tenure also highlighted how the right quarterback can restore a team’s competitive spirit. Under

his guidance, the Raiders returned to the playoffs multiple times, thrilling fans in Oakland and, later, in

Las Vegas following the team’s relocation in 2020.

Derek Carr’s Role in the Modern Raiders Narrative

- Provided much-needed stability at quarterback

- Helped transition the franchise into a new era in Las Vegas

- Became a fan favorite for his work ethic and community involvement

Despite ups and downs, Carr’s influence on the franchise’s quarterback history is undeniable.

Looking Ahead: The Future of Raiders Quarterbacks

The history of Raiders quarterbacks is a testament to the franchise’s resilience and ability to reinvent

itself. As the team settles into its Las Vegas home, the search for the next iconic quarterback

continues. With a combination of seasoned veterans and promising young talent on the roster, Raiders

fans remain hopeful that the next chapter will bring sustained success.

What remains clear throughout this history is that Raiders quarterbacks aren’t just players; they are



symbols of the team’s identity—bold, fearless, and ready to face challenges head-on. Whether through

legendary figures like Ken Stabler and Jim Plunkett or contemporary leaders like Derek Carr, the

quarterback position remains central to the Raiders’ story.

The history of raiders quarterbacks is not just a chronicle of players and stats—it’s a narrative of

passion, perseverance, and a relentless pursuit of greatness. This rich legacy continues to inspire the

franchise and its fans, keeping the Raider spirit alive as the team moves forward into new horizons.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was the first starting quarterback for the Raiders franchise?

The first starting quarterback for the Raiders franchise was Tom Flores, who played for the team from

1960 to 1964 when they were part of the American Football League (AFL).

Which Raiders quarterback has the most passing yards in franchise

history?

Derek Carr holds the record for the most passing yards in Raiders franchise history, surpassing

previous records with over 29,000 passing yards during his tenure from 2014 to 2022.

Who led the Raiders to their first Super Bowl victory as a

quarterback?

Ken Stabler led the Oakland Raiders to their first Super Bowl victory in Super Bowl XI in 1977, earning

the nickname 'The Snake' for his clutch performances.

How did Rich Gannon impact the Raiders during his tenure as



quarterback?

Rich Gannon revitalized the Raiders' offense during the early 2000s, culminating in a Super Bowl

appearance in the 2002 season where he was named NFL MVP and Super Bowl MVP runner-up.

Which Raiders quarterback is known for their dual-threat playing

style?

Marcus Allen, though primarily a running back, occasionally threw passes, but among quarterbacks,

Jim Plunkett was known for his mobility and playmaking ability, leading the Raiders to two Super Bowl

titles.

How has the Raiders' quarterback situation evolved since relocating to

Las Vegas?

Since relocating to Las Vegas in 2020, the Raiders have seen a transitional period at quarterback, with

Derek Carr continuing as the starter and the team exploring options to build a more consistent and

competitive offense.

What is the significance of Ken Stabler in Raiders quarterback history?

Ken Stabler is significant in Raiders history as he brought the team its first Super Bowl championship

as a quarterback and is remembered for his leadership, toughness, and ability to perform under

pressure during the 1970s.

Additional Resources

The History of Raiders Quarterbacks: A Legacy of Grit and Talent

history of raiders quarterbacks is a tale woven with resilience, innovation, and iconic performances that

have shaped the identity of one of the NFL's most storied franchises. Since the founding of the



Oakland Raiders in 1960, the quarterback position has been pivotal in defining the team's competitive

edge and cultural ethos. This article delves into the evolution of Raiders quarterbacks, highlighting key

figures, their contributions, and the broader impact on the franchise's legacy.

Early Years: Building the Foundation

The Raiders entered the American Football League (AFL) with a vision to disrupt established norms,

and their early quarterbacks mirrored that rebellious spirit. Tom Flores, though more famously known

later as a coach, initially played as a backup quarterback during the early 1960s. The franchise's first

notable starting quarterback was Tom Flores’ predecessor, Cotton Davidson, whose tenure from 1960

to 1963 helped establish the team’s competitive footing.

However, it was Daryle Lamonica, nicknamed "The Mad Bomber," who truly epitomized the Raiders’

aggressive playing style in the late 1960s. His penchant for long passes and a fearless approach to

offense embodied the team’s ethos. Lamonica led the Raiders to two AFL Championship appearances

and was instrumental in setting the stage for the franchise’s future successes.

The Al Davis Era and Quarterback Excellence

Al Davis, who became head coach and then principal owner, revolutionized the Raiders with his

mantra of “Just win, baby.” This era coincided with the arrival of one of the most legendary

quarterbacks in NFL history: Ken Stabler. Known affectionately as "The Snake," Stabler’s tenure from

1970 to 1979 was marked by clutch performances, including leading the Raiders to a victory in Super

Bowl XI.

Stabler’s playing style was characterized by his calm demeanor under pressure and ability to

orchestrate late-game comebacks. His statistics reflect a quarterback who thrived in the Raiders’

vertical passing offense, finishing his Raiders career with over 26,000 passing yards and 194



touchdowns. His leadership helped cement the Raiders’ reputation as a dominant force in the 1970s.

Post-Stabler Transition and Quarterback Challenges

Following Ken Stabler’s departure, the Raiders faced a period of quarterback instability. The 1980s

saw a carousel of starters without a definitive franchise quarterback. Players like Jim Plunkett, who

had earlier success with the New England Patriots, revitalized the team by winning two Super Bowls

(XV and XVIII) with the Raiders during the early to mid-1980s.

Plunkett’s journey was remarkable not only because of his on-field success but also due to his

perseverance through injuries and team changes. His leadership qualities and ability to perform in

high-stakes games provided a blueprint for resilience that would echo throughout Raiders history.

Modern Era: Quarterbacks in a Shifting Landscape

The history of Raiders quarterbacks in the 1990s and early 2000s is marked by significant transitions,

including moves between Oakland, Los Angeles, and back. During this period, the team struggled to

find a consistent franchise quarterback, cycling through players such as Jeff Hostetler, Rich Gannon,

and later, Kerry Collins.

Rich Gannon, however, stands out as a beacon during the early 2000s. His tenure from 1999 to 2004

brought renewed hope, culminating in an MVP season in 2002 and a Super Bowl appearance (Super

Bowl XXXVII). Gannon's style combined intelligence, mobility, and accuracy, making him one of the

most effective signal-callers in Raiders history.

Recent Quarterbacks and the Quest for Stability



The last decade has been challenging for the Raiders at the quarterback position. The franchise has

seen a revolving door of starters, including Carson Palmer, Derek Carr, and more recently, players like

Marcus Mariota and Jimmy Garoppolo. Derek Carr, drafted in 2014, was a bright spot, delivering

several playoff appearances and setting franchise records for passing yards and touchdowns.

Carr’s era reflected the team’s attempts to reestablish a consistent offensive identity amid

organizational changes and a relocation to Las Vegas. Despite flashes of brilliance, the Raiders have

yet to find the ultimate quarterback solution to return to championship contention.

Significant Quarterbacks and Their Impact

Daryle Lamonica: Pioneer of the Raiders’ deep passing game and AFL standout.

Ken Stabler: Super Bowl XI champion and symbol of 1970s Raider grit.

Jim Plunkett: Two-time Super Bowl winner who exemplified perseverance.

Rich Gannon: 2002 NFL MVP and leader during the Raiders’ early 2000s resurgence.

Derek Carr: Franchise record-holder and key figure in the recent Raiders era.

Each of these quarterbacks contributed uniquely to the Raiders’ identity, whether through on-field

performance, leadership, or embodying the franchise’s rebellious spirit.

Comparative Analysis: Raiders Quarterbacks vs. NFL Peers



When analyzing the history of Raiders quarterbacks against their contemporaries, a few themes

emerge. The Raiders often favored quarterbacks who combined toughness with a willingness to take

risks—a reflection of the team’s overall philosophy. Unlike some franchises that have traditionally relied

on pocket passers with conservative play styles, the Raiders embraced quarterbacks who could adapt

under pressure and make bold plays.

However, this approach also had its drawbacks. The high-risk, high-reward passing game sometimes

led to inconsistencies and turnovers, which affected team performance during transitional periods.

Furthermore, franchise instability, including coaching changes and relocations, often impacted

quarterback development and continuity.

Evolution of the Quarterback Role within the Raiders System

Over six decades, the Raiders’ offensive schemes evolved alongside changes in the NFL. The vertical

passing attack pioneered in the 1960s and 1970s gave way to more balanced offenses in the 1990s

and 2000s. Quarterbacks in the modern era are expected not only to pass with efficiency but also to

manage complex playbooks and demonstrate leadership amid a fast-paced league.

The Raiders’ history of quarterbacks reflects this evolution. Early quarterbacks like Lamonica were

primarily deep-threat passers, while modern signal-callers like Carr incorporate mobility, quick decision-

making, and adaptability to spread offenses. This shift mirrors league-wide trends but remains

influenced by the Raiders’ foundational identity.

Organizational Influence on Quarterback Success

The franchise's front office and coaching staff have played critical roles in shaping quarterback

performance. Al Davis’s emphasis on aggressive football created a culture that demanded

quarterbacks embrace risk and leadership. Conversely, periods of organizational instability often

coincided with quarterback struggles, highlighting the importance of a stable environment for the



position.

Drafting and development strategies have varied, with some quarterbacks being homegrown talents

and others acquired via trades or free agency. This diversity reflects the ongoing challenge the Raiders

face in balancing immediate competitiveness with long-term growth at the quarterback position.

The history of Raiders quarterbacks is a rich tapestry of iconic moments, transformative players, and

enduring challenges. Each era has contributed to the franchise’s distinct character, blending raw talent

with a relentless spirit. As the Raiders continue to build toward future success, the quarterback position

remains central to their narrative—an ongoing story of resilience, innovation, and the quest for

greatness.
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