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Guides Choice Hares Ear Nymph: The Ultimate Fly for Trout Anglers

guides choice hares ear nymph is a phrase that resonates with many fly fishing enthusiasts, especially

those who have spent time wading through streams and rivers in search of the elusive trout. The

Hare’s Ear Nymph, a classic and versatile fly pattern, has earned its reputation as a go-to choice for

guides and anglers alike. Whether you’re a beginner trying to understand why this fly is so effective or

an experienced fly fisher looking to refine your selection, this article will provide a comprehensive look

into the guides choice Hare’s Ear Nymph and all you need to know about it.

What Makes the Hare’s Ear Nymph a Guide’s Choice?

The Hare’s Ear Nymph is often regarded as one of the most effective nymph patterns for trout fishing.

Its design mimics a variety of aquatic insects, particularly mayfly nymphs, which form a significant part

of a trout’s diet. Fly fishing guides, who rely on consistent results for their clients, frequently turn to this

fly because of its proven track record.

The Natural Imitation

One of the main reasons the Hare’s Ear Nymph is favored by guides is its uncanny ability to imitate a

broad range of underwater prey. Crafted from hare’s ear fur, this fly has a natural, mottled appearance

that resembles the body and legs of many aquatic insects. When submerged, the fur fibers move

subtly with the current, enhancing the lifelike effect. This realistic movement and appearance make it

irresistible to trout feeding below the surface.



Versatility Across Waters

Another factor that elevates the Hare’s Ear Nymph to a top guide choice is its adaptability to various

freshwater environments. Whether you’re fishing in freestone streams, spring creeks, or tailwaters, this

nymph pattern holds its own. It works well under different water conditions, from clear mountain

streams to slightly stained rivers. This versatility means guides can confidently recommend it

regardless of location or season.

Understanding the Anatomy of the Hare’s Ear Nymph

To appreciate why this fly is so effective, it’s important to understand its components and how each

element contributes to the overall effectiveness.

Materials Used

The Hare’s Ear Nymph typically consists of:

Hook: Usually a standard nymph hook size 12 to 18, depending on the target fish and water

clarity.

Body: Made from natural hare’s ear fur, which is mixed and teased out to create a fuzzy,

segmented look.

Ribbing: Often fine gold or copper wire is wrapped around the body to imitate the segmentation

of natural nymphs and add durability.

Thorax: A thicker, darker clump of hare’s ear fur or dubbing is applied near the head to mimic



the insect’s thorax.

Tail: Some variations include a small tail of pheasant tail fibers or similar materials to improve

imitation.

Each material is carefully chosen to replicate the texture, color, and movement of real aquatic nymphs,

which trout rely on for food.

Why Hare’s Ear Fur?

Hare’s ear fur is prized in fly tying for its natural color and ability to trap air bubbles. When submerged,

tiny air bubbles cling to the fur fibers, mimicking the natural gas bubbles that aquatic insects often

carry. This subtle detail can trigger strikes from wary trout, making the fly appear more alive and

enticing.

How to Fish the Guides Choice Hare’s Ear Nymph Effectively

Using the Hare’s Ear Nymph isn’t just about casting it into the water; the technique and presentation

matter greatly. Here are some tips to maximize your success with this classic nymph pattern.

Choosing the Right Rig

The Hare’s Ear Nymph is predominantly a subsurface fly, so using the right rig is essential:

Indicator Nymphing: Attach a strike indicator a few feet above the fly to detect subtle takes. This



method works well in slower water where watching the line is difficult.

Euro Nymphing: For more advanced anglers, this technique involves using a longer leader and

weighted flies without an indicator, allowing for precise detection of strikes.

Weighted Variations: Depending on water depth and current speed, you might want to add bead

heads or lead wire wraps to the fly to help it sink faster.

Experimenting with these setups can help you find the best approach for your fishing environment.

Presentation Tips

Presentation is key when fishing with the Hare’s Ear Nymph:

Drift Naturally: Ensure your fly drifts naturally with the current, avoiding drag. Use mending

techniques to keep the line slack and the fly moving like a real nymph.

Focus on Structure: Trout often hang near rocks, seams, and underwater vegetation where

nymphs congregate. Casting your Hare’s Ear near these holding spots increases your chances

of a strike.

Vary Depth: Adjust your leader length or add weight to fish at different depths until you find

where the fish are feeding.

Patience and attention to detail in presentation often make the difference between a successful day

and an empty creel.



Variations of the Hare’s Ear Nymph: Expanding Your Fly Box

While the traditional Hare’s Ear Nymph is highly effective, many anglers and guides have developed

variations to match specific conditions or imitate particular insect species.

Bead Head Hare’s Ear Nymph

Adding a small brass or tungsten bead to the head of the fly increases its weight, allowing for faster

sinking in deeper or faster water. The bead also adds a bit of flash that can attract fish in murkier

conditions.

Soft Hackle Hare’s Ear

Incorporating a soft hackle feather around the thorax area adds movement and simulates the legs of

the nymph. This variation can be particularly effective in slow-moving waters where the additional

motion can entice strikes.

Hare’s Ear with Copper Ribbing

Some tiers opt for a more pronounced copper ribbing to imitate the segmented bodies of certain

mayflies or stoneflies. This added detail can help the fly stand out in clear water and under bright

conditions.



Why Guides Rely on the Hare’s Ear Nymph for Client Success

Fly fishing guides often need reliable flies that can produce results in various conditions and with

anglers of different skill levels. The Hare’s Ear Nymph fits this requirement perfectly.

Proven Track Record

Guides who spend days on the water know which flies consistently catch fish. The Hare’s Ear Nymph

has been a staple for decades because it matches multiple aquatic insect species and works year-

round.

Easy for Beginners to Use

For novice anglers, using a versatile fly like the Hare’s Ear reduces frustration. It’s forgiving in

presentation and doesn’t require specialized knowledge to fish effectively, making it a great

confidence-builder.

Adaptability to Different Fish Species

While especially effective for trout, the Hare’s Ear Nymph can also catch other freshwater fish such as

bass and panfish, broadening its appeal for guides working with diverse groups.

Tips for Selecting the Best Hare’s Ear Nymph for Your Next



Trip

When shopping for Hare’s Ear Nymphs or tying your own, consider these factors:

Size Matters: Match the size of the fly to the local insect population and water clarity. Smaller

sizes (16-18) work well in clear, slow water, while larger patterns (12-14) suit murkier or faster

waters.

Weight Considerations: Choose bead head or weighted flies for deep pools or swift currents to

get your fly down to the feeding zone quickly.

Color Variations: While traditional hare’s ear is brownish, some flies include hints of olive or gray

to better match specific insect stages.

Experimenting with different versions and sizes will help you dial in what works best for your local

waters.

The guides choice Hare’s Ear Nymph remains a cornerstone in the fly fisher’s arsenal, blending

simplicity, effectiveness, and adaptability in a way few other patterns can match. Whether you’re just

starting out or honing your craft, understanding and mastering this fly will undoubtedly enhance your

fishing experience.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a Guide's Choice Hare's Ear Nymph fly?

The Guide's Choice Hare's Ear Nymph is a popular fly fishing pattern that imitates aquatic nymphs,



specifically using hare's ear dubbing to create a lifelike and versatile nymph fly.

Why is the Guide's Choice Hare's Ear Nymph effective for trout

fishing?

Its effectiveness comes from its realistic appearance and movement underwater, mimicking natural

nymphs that trout commonly feed on, making it a reliable choice in various fishing conditions.

How do you tie a Guide's Choice Hare's Ear Nymph?

To tie this nymph, use a standard nymph hook, add a bead head for weight, wrap hare's ear dubbing

around the hook shank for the body, tie in pheasant tail fibers for legs, and finish with a small thorax

and tail to imitate a natural nymph.

What size hooks are recommended for the Guide's Choice Hare's Ear

Nymph?

Hook sizes typically range from #12 to #16, depending on the size of the natural insects in the fishing

area and the target fish species.

Can the Guide's Choice Hare's Ear Nymph be used in both rivers and

stillwaters?

Yes, this nymph pattern is versatile and can be effectively used in both rivers and lakes to catch trout

and other freshwater fish.

What materials are essential for tying a Guide's Choice Hare's Ear

Nymph?

Essential materials include a nymph hook, hare's ear dubbing, pheasant tail fibers, a bead head

(optional), fine copper wire for ribbing, and thread for tying.



How should the Guide's Choice Hare's Ear Nymph be fished?

It is typically fished using a nymphing technique with a strike indicator or as part of a two-fly rig,

allowing it to drift naturally near the bottom where trout feed on nymphs.

Is the Guide's Choice Hare's Ear Nymph suitable for beginners?

Yes, it is a straightforward pattern to tie and fish, making it a great choice for beginners looking to

learn effective nymph fishing techniques.

Where can I purchase or find patterns for the Guide's Choice Hare's

Ear Nymph?

You can find this fly pattern at most fly fishing shops, online retailers, and in fly tying books or

websites dedicated to nymph patterns and trout fishing.

Additional Resources

Guides Choice Hares Ear Nymph: An In-Depth Review of a Classic Fly Pattern

guides choice hares ear nymph has long been celebrated among fly fishing enthusiasts for its

versatility, effectiveness, and timeless design. As one of the most dependable nymph patterns, it

serves as a staple in the tackle boxes of anglers worldwide. Whether targeting trout in fast-running

mountain streams or fishing in deeper river pools, the hare’s ear nymph remains a trusted choice for

imitating a wide range of aquatic insects. This article delves into the features, variations, and practical

applications of the guides choice hare’s ear nymph, providing a professional evaluation that

anglers—novices and experts alike—will find informative and actionable.



Understanding the Hare’s Ear Nymph: Origins and Design

The hare’s ear nymph is a traditional fly pattern that dates back to the early days of fly fishing. Its

design is deceptively simple, yet incredibly effective. The fly typically features a body crafted from

hare’s ear fur, which is prized for its natural mottled coloration and texture. This material imparts an

irregular, buggy silhouette that closely mimics the natural nymph stages of mayflies, caddisflies, and

stoneflies.

The “guides choice” aspect of the hare’s ear nymph refers to particular variations preferred by

professional fly fishing guides. These versions often incorporate subtle modifications to improve

buoyancy, durability, or realism, making them more effective under specific fishing conditions. For

example, some guides opt for synthetic dubbing blended with hare’s ear fur to enhance water

resistance, while others may adjust the size and hook style to better match local insect populations.

Key Features of the Guides Choice Hare’s Ear Nymph

Material: Primarily natural hare’s ear fur combined with fine wire ribbing for segmentation and

durability.

Hook Size: Commonly tied on sizes ranging from 12 to 18 to match various nymph species.

Weighting: Often weighted with lead wire or bead heads to facilitate sinking and proper

presentation near the riverbed.

Coloration: Earthy tones with subtle variations in brown, tan, and olive to replicate a broad range

of aquatic insects.

Durability: Reinforced with ribbing and sometimes synthetic dubbing to withstand multiple strikes.



Performance and Practical Use

The guides choice hare’s ear nymph excels in imitating the natural prey of trout and other game fish.

Its irregular body shape and realistic color palette make it highly effective for enticing bites, even in

heavily fished waters. Anglers often rely on this fly during early spring and late fall when nymph activity

peaks.

Comparative Effectiveness

When compared to other nymph patterns such as the pheasant tail or copper john, the hare’s ear

nymph offers a balanced approach between realism and ease of tying. While pheasant tail nymphs are

known for their segmented appearance and copper johns for their flashy bead heads, the hare’s ear

provides a natural, muted profile that appeals to fish wary of overly bright or artificial patterns.

In terms of strike rate, many guides report that the hare’s ear nymph consistently produces results

across various water types and fishing conditions. Its adaptability means it can be fished under an

indicator, as part of a two-fly rig, or swung through riffles and runs.

Tying Variations and Innovations

Professional fly tiers and guides have developed numerous iterations of the hare’s ear nymph to

enhance its effectiveness:

Bead Head Hare’s Ear: Incorporates a tungsten or brass bead to add weight and create a subtle1.

jigging action.



Soft Hackle Hare’s Ear: Adds a soft hackle collar to imitate emerging insects and provide2.

movement in the current.

Synthetic Blend Hare’s Ear: Combines synthetic dubbing with natural fur for added durability and3.

a slightly different texture.

Extended Body Hare’s Ear: Features a longer body to imitate larger stonefly nymphs or other4.

substantial aquatic insects.

Each variation serves a specific purpose, allowing anglers to customize their approach based on target

species, water clarity, and current speed.

Why Anglers and Guides Prefer the Hare’s Ear Nymph

The enduring popularity of the guides choice hare’s ear nymph stems from its remarkable balance of

simplicity and effectiveness. It is an excellent pattern for anglers looking to cover a wide spectrum of

nymphing scenarios without changing flies frequently.

Pros

Versatility: Suitable for imitating many types of aquatic insects.

Natural Presentation: The mottled fur body creates a lifelike silhouette.

Easy to Tie: Accessible for tiers of varying skill levels.



Effective in Various Waters: Performs well in streams, rivers, and lakes.

Durability: Proper ribbing and weighting improve longevity during fishing sessions.

Cons

Limited Flash: May be less effective in ultra-clear water where fish respond to flashy attractors.

Weighting Sensitivity: Requires careful adjustment of weight to suit water depth and flow.

Potential for Overuse: Heavy reliance on this pattern can reduce effectiveness in heavily

pressured fisheries.

Integrating the Guides Choice Hare’s Ear Nymph into Your

Fishing Strategy

Incorporating the hare’s ear nymph into a comprehensive nymphing strategy can greatly enhance

catch rates. Guides often recommend pairing this fly with a more attractor-style nymph when fishing

two-fly rigs. This combination allows anglers to cover different feeding behaviors and insect stages

simultaneously.

For example, using a bead head hare’s ear nymph as the point fly and a pheasant tail or prince

nymph as the dropper can be particularly effective in faster currents where fish may be selective.

Additionally, adjusting the length of the leader and incorporating strike indicators can improve



presentation and detection.

Seasonal and Environmental Considerations

Timing the use of the hare’s ear nymph is critical. Early spring through late fall typically offers the best

window, aligning with natural hatching cycles of mayflies and caddisflies. In colder months or during

low insect activity, weighted or bead head variants allow the fly to reach deeper feeding zones where

fish congregate.

Water clarity and temperature also influence the fly’s effectiveness. In murkier waters, anglers may opt

for slightly larger or brighter versions to increase visibility, whereas in crystal-clear streams, subtle

natural hues and smaller hook sizes are preferred.

Final Thoughts on the Guides Choice Hare’s Ear Nymph

The guides choice hare’s ear nymph remains a cornerstone in the arsenal of fly fishers worldwide. Its

timeless design, adaptability, and proven track record make it a reliable pattern whether you’re a

casual angler or a professional guide. By understanding its construction nuances, variations, and

optimal fishing conditions, you can maximize your success on the water.

As fly fishing continues to evolve, the hare’s ear nymph endures, a testament to its effectiveness and

the enduring wisdom of experienced guides who have refined it over decades. Integrating this classic

pattern into your fly selection will undoubtedly enhance your ability to connect with fish in diverse

aquatic environments.
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