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Come Now Is the Time to Worship Lyrics: A Deep Dive into the Beloved Worship
Song

come now is the time to worship lyrics have become a staple in many Christian
worship gatherings around the world. This song, penned by Tim Hughes,
resonates deeply with believers, inviting them to enter a moment of heartfelt
worship and surrender. Whether sung in a grand church setting or a small home
group, the lyrics convey a powerful message that encourages reflection,
praise, and connection with God.

In this article, we will explore the meaning behind the lyrics, the impact of
the song on contemporary worship, and why it continues to hold a special
place in the hearts of many. Along the way, we’ll also touch on related
themes and insights to enrich your understanding and appreciation of this
timeless worship anthem.

The Story Behind “Come Now Is the Time to
Worship”

Written by English worship leader Tim Hughes in 1998, “Come Now Is the Time
to Worship” quickly became a defining song of modern worship music. It was
part of Hughes’ debut album, *Here I Am to Worship*, which has since
influenced countless worship leaders and congregations worldwide.

The song was born out of a desire to create a simple yet profound invitation
to worship. It encourages believers to pause their busy lives and focus on
God’s presence, emphasizing the urgency and importance of worshiping Him
“now.” Its gentle melody paired with straightforward lyrics makes it
accessible to all ages and musical abilities.

Key Themes in the Lyrics

The lyrics of “Come Now Is the Time to Worship” revolve around several core
themes:

- **Invitation to Worship:** The repeated call to “come” signals an open
invitation to all people to join in worship without hesitation.
- **Urgency of the Moment:** The phrase “now is the time” reminds believers
not to delay or take worship for granted.
- **Acknowledgment of God’s Greatness:** Lines like “Jesus is the Lord”
affirm the central focus on Christ’s lordship and divine authority.
- **Humility and Reverence:** The song calls worshipers to “bow down” and
“kneel before the Lord,” highlighting a posture of surrender and honor.

These themes resonate universally, making the song relevant across different
cultures and generations within the Christian community.



Analyzing the Lyrics: What Makes Them So
Effective?

One of the reasons why “come now is the time to worship lyrics” have such a
profound effect is their simplicity combined with deep spiritual truth. Let’s
break down some of the lyrical elements that contribute to its enduring
popularity.

Simple, Repetitive Structure

The song uses repetition to engrain the message. Phrases like “come, now is
the time to worship” and “come, bow down and worship the Lord” are easy to
remember and sing along with, fostering unity among worshipers. This
repetition also helps create a meditative atmosphere where worshippers can
focus on the meaning behind the words rather than getting caught up in
complex phrasing.

Inclusive Language

The use of inclusive language invites everyone to participate—there is no
barrier to entry. “Come” is an open call that welcomes all, regardless of
background or status. This inclusivity is a hallmark of effective worship
music, as it promotes communal engagement rather than exclusivity.

Connection to Biblical Worship

Many of the lyrics echo biblical instructions on worship. For example, the
act of bowing down and kneeling aligns with scriptural accounts of reverence
before God (Psalm 95:6, Philippians 2:10). By grounding the song in biblical
imagery, it fosters a deeper spiritual connection for those familiar with
scripture.

How “Come Now Is the Time to Worship” Enhances
Worship Experiences

Beyond the words themselves, this song serves a vital function in worship
settings. It acts as a bridge between the congregation and God, setting the
tone for a worship service or prayer time.

Creating a Worshipful Atmosphere

The gentle melody and inviting lyrics help create a sense of peace and focus.
Worship leaders often use it at the beginning of services to help
participants transition from the distractions of daily life into a mindset
ready to worship. Its calming effect encourages openness and receptivity to
God’s presence.



Facilitating Corporate Unity

When a congregation sings together, especially with familiar and easy-to-
follow lyrics, it fosters a sense of unity and shared purpose. “Come Now Is
the Time to Worship” serves as a collective declaration of faith, helping
believers feel connected to one another and to the divine.

Encouraging Personal Reflection

Though it is a corporate song, the lyrics also invite individual
introspection. The call to “bow down” and “kneel” can inspire personal
surrender and commitment, making the worship experience both communal and
intimate.

Tips for Worship Leaders Using “Come Now Is the
Time to Worship”

If you’re a worship leader or musician, incorporating this song effectively
can enhance your congregation’s worship experience. Here are some tips to
keep in mind:

Keep the Arrangement Simple: The power of the song lies in its
simplicity. Avoid overcomplicating the arrangement with too many
instruments or harmonies.

Encourage Participation: Invite the congregation to sing out loud,
making it a shared moment of worship rather than a performance.

Use It as an Opener or Transition: The song works well at the start of a
service or as a transition between different segments, helping people
refocus.

Emphasize the Lyrics: Remind worshippers of the meaning behind the
words, perhaps through a brief explanation or scripture reading before
singing.

Adapt to Your Setting: Whether your church leans more contemporary or
traditional, adjust the tempo and instrumentation to fit your context
while keeping the core message intact.

LSI Keywords and Related Worship Concepts

When exploring “come now is the time to worship lyrics,” it’s helpful to
consider related terms and themes that enrich understanding and improve SEO
naturally. Some of these include:

- Tim Hughes worship songs
- Modern Christian worship music



- Worship lyrics and meaning
- Contemporary praise songs
- Spiritual worship anthems
- Worship song analysis
- Biblical worship principles
- Congregational worship songs
- Praise and worship lyrics

Integrating these phrases can help readers discover more about the genre and
context of the song, as well as deepen their engagement with worship music as
a whole.

The Lasting Impact of “Come Now Is the Time to
Worship” in Churches Worldwide

Over two decades since its release, “Come Now Is the Time to Worship” remains
a favorite in many churches globally. Its timeless message and approachable
melody have transcended cultural and denominational boundaries.

Across youth groups, large congregations, and intimate gatherings, the song
continues to inspire believers to pause, reflect, and enter into worship. It
has been translated into numerous languages, highlighting its universal
appeal.

Moreover, the song has influenced a generation of worship leaders who seek to
create music that is both accessible and spiritually profound. Its success
demonstrates how worship music can effectively blend simplicity with depth,
inviting all to join in the sacred act of worship.

---

Whether you’re a worship leader, a churchgoer, or someone exploring Christian
music for the first time, understanding the heart behind “come now is the
time to worship lyrics” can enrich your worship experience. The song’s
enduring popularity speaks to its power to connect people with God in a
meaningful, heartfelt way. So the next time you hear those words, remember
the invitation: now truly is the time to worship.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who wrote the song 'Come Now is the Time to Worship'?

The song 'Come Now is the Time to Worship' was written by Brian Doerksen.

What is the main message of 'Come Now is the Time to
Worship' lyrics?

The main message of the lyrics is a call to worship God with sincerity and
reverence, emphasizing the importance of worshiping Him as the King.



In which album was 'Come Now is the Time to Worship'
originally released?

The song was originally released on the album 'You Shine' by Brian Doerksen
in 1998.

What themes are present in the lyrics of 'Come Now is
the Time to Worship'?

The lyrics focus on themes of worship, surrender, reverence, and recognizing
God's holiness and worthiness.

How do 'Come Now is the Time to Worship' lyrics
encourage personal reflection?

The lyrics encourage listeners to break down personal walls, come humbly
before God, and engage in heartfelt worship, reflecting on His greatness and
their relationship with Him.

Are there popular renditions or covers of 'Come Now
is the Time to Worship'?

Yes, many artists and worship groups have covered the song, including
Vineyard Worship and various contemporary Christian music artists, making it
a staple in church worship services.

Additional Resources
**An In-Depth Exploration of "Come Now Is the Time to Worship" Lyrics**

come now is the time to worship lyrics resonate deeply within contemporary
Christian worship music, inviting believers into an intimate moment of praise
and reflection. This song, penned by Brian Doerksen in the early 1990s, has
become a staple in both traditional and modern worship settings worldwide.
Its heartfelt lyrics and simple melody have inspired countless congregations,
making it a significant subject for analysis within the sphere of faith-based
music.

The Significance of "Come Now Is the Time to Worship"
Lyrics in Worship Music

The lyrics of "Come Now Is the Time to Worship" are succinct yet profound,
encapsulating a call to worship that transcends denominational boundaries.
The song’s opening lines, "Come, now is the time to worship / Come, now is
the time to give your heart," serve as an urgent summons to embrace a moment
of spiritual surrender. This immediacy emphasizes the importance of worship
as an active, present experience rather than a future or abstract concept.

The song's structure is straightforward, with repetitive phrases that
reinforce the central message. This repetition aids in communal
participation, allowing worshippers to easily internalize and express the
message. The simplicity of the lyrics also highlights the accessibility of



worship, suggesting that one does not need elaborate language or complex
theology to encounter the divine meaningfully.

Contextual Origins and Impact

Written by Canadian worship leader Brian Doerksen, "Come Now Is the Time to
Worship" emerged during a period when contemporary worship music was evolving
rapidly. The early 1990s saw a shift toward songs that prioritized personal
encounter and emotional expression within church services. Doerksen’s
composition exemplifies this transition by focusing on invitation and
immediacy rather than doctrinal exposition.

Since its release, the song has been featured in numerous worship
compilations, hymnals, and live recordings. It has been translated into
multiple languages and adapted across various musical styles, illustrating
its broad appeal. This widespread adoption underscores the song's ability to
communicate a universal message of devotion and reverence.

Lyrical Themes and Theological Implications

At the heart of "come now is the time to worship lyrics" is an invitation to
"worship the King," referring to God. This phrase encapsulates the song's
theological foundation, emphasizing God's sovereignty and worthiness. The
lyrics invite believers to "bring your heart," highlighting the personal and
heartfelt nature of worship.

The song also touches on themes of humility and surrender. Lines such as
"Open up your heart and let the King of glory come in" suggest that worship
involves opening oneself to divine presence and transformation. This openness
implies a relinquishing of control and an acknowledgment of God's supremacy.

Moreover, the recurring call to "worship" rather than merely "sing" or "pray"
indicates a holistic approach to spiritual expression. Worship here
encompasses adoration, reverence, and acknowledgment of divine majesty,
extending beyond mere ritual or routine.

Musical Composition and Its Role in Enhancing the
Lyrics

The musical arrangement of "Come Now Is the Time to Worship" complements the
lyrical content effectively. Its gentle melody and moderate tempo create an
atmosphere conducive to reflection and participation. The song’s harmonic
progression is simple yet evocative, supporting the message without
overshadowing the words.

This simplicity in musical design allows for versatility in worship settings.
Whether performed with a full band or a solo acoustic guitar, the song
maintains its emotional and spiritual impact. This adaptability has
contributed significantly to the song’s longevity and popularity.



Comparative Analysis with Other Worship Songs

When compared to other prominent worship songs such as "Here I Am to Worship"
or "Shout to the Lord," "Come Now Is the Time to Worship" stands out for its
directness and urgency. While some worship songs focus on God's attributes or
personal testimony, this song centers on the immediate act of worship itself.

Its repetitive structure contrasts with more narrative-driven worship songs,
making it particularly effective in congregational settings where collective
participation is key. This structural choice supports the communal aspect of
worship, fostering unity among worshippers.

Cultural and Contemporary Relevance

In contemporary worship culture, "come now is the time to worship lyrics"
continue to hold relevance. Many worship leaders and church musicians
incorporate the song into services to create moments of focused praise and
spiritual engagement. Its message remains pertinent in times of uncertainty
or spiritual dryness, reminding congregations of the importance of returning
to worship as a source of renewal.

Additionally, the song’s themes of humility and surrender resonate with
modern audiences seeking authenticity in their faith experiences. Its
enduring presence in worship playlists across denominations attests to its
ability to bridge generational and cultural gaps.

Pros and Cons of the Song’s Lyrical Approach

**Pros:**

Accessibility: The simple and repetitive lyrics make it easy for diverse
audiences to engage.

Emotional Impact: The invitation to worship evokes a heartfelt response.

Theological Clarity: Clear focus on God’s kingship and the act of
worship.

Versatility: Suitable for various musical styles and worship contexts.

**Cons:**

Lack of Depth: Some critics argue the lyrics are too simplistic and lack
theological complexity.

Repetition: The repetitive nature may not appeal to those seeking
lyrical diversity.



Influence on Global Worship Trends

The influence of "Come Now Is the Time to Worship" lyrics extends beyond
English-speaking congregations. Its translation into numerous languages has
helped propagate a unified worship experience globally. This cross-cultural
reach demonstrates the song’s ability to connect believers through a shared
language of praise.

Furthermore, its adoption in various worship movements has contributed to the
development of modern worship music as a dynamic and inclusive genre. The
song has inspired many worship leaders to craft music that balances lyrical
simplicity with profound spiritual truth.

Final Thoughts on the Enduring Appeal of "Come Now Is
the Time to Worship" Lyrics

The enduring appeal of "Come Now Is the Time to Worship" lyrics lies in their
capacity to invite worshippers into a genuine encounter with God. The song’s
straightforward message, combined with its adaptable musical composition, has
enabled it to become a timeless piece in the worship repertoire. As worship
practices continue to evolve, the call embedded within these lyrics remains a
relevant and powerful reminder of the essence of worship itself: a heartfelt
response to the divine presence.
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