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Ocean Fishing FFXIV Bait Guide: Mastering the Art of High Seas Angling

ocean fishing ffxiv bait guide is an essential resource for any adventurer looking to dive into the
exciting and lucrative world of ocean fishing in Final Fantasy XIV. Whether you’re a seasoned fisher or
just starting, understanding what bait to use and when can dramatically improve your chances of
reeling in rare and valuable catches. This guide will walk you through the essentials of ocean fishing
bait, tips for maximizing your haul, and the nuances that make this activity both challenging and
rewarding.

Understanding Ocean Fishing in Final Fantasy XIV

Ocean fishing is a unique feature in FFXIV that offers players a chance to fish in the vast open seas,
far from the usual rivers and lakes scattered across Eorzea. Unlike traditional fishing spots, ocean
fishing requires you to use a boat and tackle specific fishing spots in the deep ocean. The rewards,
however, can be spectacular, including rare fish, valuable crafting materials, and unique
achievements that enhance your fishing experience.

A key part of ocean fishing is selecting the right bait, which influences the type of fish you can catch
and the frequency of bites. The game’s fishing system is complex and dynamic, with factors such as
time, weather, and bait type playing critical roles.

Why Bait Matters in Ocean Fishing FFXIV

Choosing the correct bait is essential because it directly affects the species of fish you can attract.
Some fish are only interested in specific bait types, while others will bite on a variety. Using the wrong
bait can lead to long, frustrating fishing sessions with little reward.

Bait in FFXIV is categorized mainly into natural and artificial types. Natural baits often include items
like anchovies, krill, and shrimp, which can be gathered or purchased. Artificial baits, on the other
hand, are crafted or bought and can sometimes offer better chances for rare catches due to their
unique effects or longer duration.

Types of Bait and Their Uses

Anchovies: Commonly used for attracting mid-level ocean fish. Easy to obtain and effective for
many species.

Krill: Ideal for targeting certain rare fish and often preferred for longer fishing sessions because
of its duration.



Sardine: Especially useful for attracting elusive species during specific weather conditions.

Artificial Baits (e.g., Brightbait, Spinner Bait): Crafted baits that often have special
effects, such as increased bite rate or attracting rare fish.

Each bait type has its strengths, and knowing which to bring on your ocean fishing expedition can be
the difference between a decent haul and a legendary catch.

How to Choose the Right Bait for Ocean Fishing

Selecting the right bait involves considering several factors:

Location and Fish Species

Different fishing spots in the ocean favor different fish species, and consequently, different bait types.
For instance, some deep-sea areas might yield fish that only bite on krill, while coastal areas might
favor anchovies or sardines. Familiarizing yourself with the fishing locations and their preferred bait
can save you time and increase your catch rate.

Weather and Time of Day

FFXIV’s dynamic weather system affects fish behavior. Certain fish only appear during specific
weather patterns, and some bait performs better under particular conditions. For example, you might
find that sardines work best during foggy weather, while krill might be more effective under clear
skies.

Bait Duration and Efficiency

Some bait lasts longer, meaning you won’t have to reapply it as often, which can be especially useful
during long ocean fishing trips. Others might have a shorter duration but increase bite rates or attract
rarer fish. Balancing bait duration with effectiveness is key to a successful fishing outing.

Tips for Successful Ocean Fishing in FFXIV

If you want to maximize your fishing efficiency and enjoy the process, here are some practical tips to
keep in mind:



Prepare Your Gear and Inventory

Make sure you have enough bait, tackle, and other consumables before heading out. Running out of
bait mid-trip can be frustrating and costly in terms of time.

Pay Attention to the Bite Type

Ocean fishing features different bite types—light, medium, and heavy. Each requires different timing
and techniques to hook successfully. Being attentive to these cues and responding promptly can
improve your chances of landing rare fish.

Use the Ocean Fishing Log

The in-game ocean fishing log is a valuable tool to track which fish you’ve caught, where, and what
bait you used. This information can help you refine your bait choices and target specific species more
effectively.

Team Up for Group Fishing

Ocean fishing can be done solo, but grouping with other players can increase the fun and sometimes
the efficiency of your fishing runs. Sharing tips and bait recommendations can lead to better overall
results.

Where to Get the Best Bait for Ocean Fishing

You can acquire bait from multiple sources, each with its own advantages:

Market Board: A great place to buy rare or crafted baits if you have the gil to spare.

Gathering: Collect natural bait like anchovies and krill by fishing or gathering from nodes.

Crafting: Some baits require crafting skills, so leveling your fisher or related classes can be
beneficial.

Vendors: Certain vendors sell bait, especially near major fishing hubs and cities.

Knowing where to source your bait can help you stay well-stocked and ready for any ocean fishing
excursion.



Advanced Bait Strategies for Ocean Fishing FFXIV

For those looking to go beyond the basics, experimenting with bait combinations and timing can yield
impressive results. Some experienced players recommend switching bait mid-trip to target different
fish species or using bait that complements specific weather patterns to increase rare fish encounters.

Additionally, certain fishing gear bonuses can enhance bait effectiveness, so investing in upgraded
rods, reels, and tackle can complement your bait strategy.

Exploring these advanced tactics can add a new layer of excitement and mastery to your ocean
fishing endeavors.

---

Ocean fishing in Final Fantasy XIV is a rewarding pastime that combines patience, strategy, and a bit
of luck. With the right bait, knowledge of fishing spots, and attention to environmental factors, you
can greatly enhance your chances of landing some of the most coveted fish in the game. Whether
you’re aiming to complete your fishing log, gather materials for crafting, or simply enjoy the serene
challenge of deep-sea angling, this ocean fishing FFXIV bait guide will serve as a trusty companion on
your maritime adventures.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the best bait to use for ocean fishing in FFXIV?
The best bait for ocean fishing in FFXIV varies depending on the fish you are targeting. Commonly
used baits include Squid Strip, Blood Worm, and Silverfish, which attract a wide range of ocean fish.

Where can I buy bait for ocean fishing in FFXIV?
Bait can be purchased from fishing vendors located in major cities like Limsa Lominsa, Ul'dah, and
Gridania. Additionally, some bait can be crafted or obtained through gathering.

How do I unlock ocean fishing in FFXIV?
Ocean fishing is unlocked by completing the quest 'Bait and Switch' given by Hilda in Limsa Lominsa.
Afterward, you can access the Uncharted Islands and start ocean fishing.

Are there any special baits for catching legendary fish in
ocean fishing?
Yes, special baits like the 'Unagi' or specific crafted baits are required to catch certain legendary or
rare fish in ocean fishing. It's important to check fish guides for the recommended bait for each
legendary fish.



Can I use regular bait for ocean fishing or do I need specific
types?
While some regular baits can be used, ocean fishing typically requires specific bait types tailored to
ocean fish species. Using the correct bait increases your chances of catching rare and valuable fish.

Additional Resources
Ocean Fishing FFXIV Bait Guide: Maximizing Your Catch in Eorzea’s Vast Seas

ocean fishing ffxiv bait guide serves as an essential resource for any aspiring angler venturing into
the expansive waters of Final Fantasy XIV. Ocean fishing, a unique and rewarding gathering activity
introduced with the Stormblood expansion, offers players the opportunity to reel in rare and valuable
fish from the open sea. However, success in this endeavor heavily depends on the choice of bait,
weather conditions, and an understanding of the underlying mechanics. This guide dissects the
nuances of bait selection, how different factors influence catches, and strategies to optimize your
fishing experience in FFXIV.

Understanding Ocean Fishing in Final Fantasy XIV

Ocean fishing in FFXIV differs significantly from traditional fishing spots scattered throughout Eorzea.
Instead of targeting freshwater or river fish, players set out on a grand voyage aboard the Lady
Louisa, a fishing boat that takes them to designated ocean zones like the Ruby Sea and the Azim
Steppe. Each expedition lasts approximately 30 minutes, during which players can catch a variety of
fish exclusive to ocean waters.

What sets ocean fishing apart is the mechanic of using specialized bait types that attract specific
schools of fish. These baits are consumables that influence not only the species you are likely to catch
but also the quantity and quality of the fish. Thus, mastering bait selection is critical for maximizing
your haul.

Types of Bait and Their Role in Ocean Fishing

At the core of ocean fishing is an assortment of bait choices, each tailored to attract different kinds of
fish. The primary categories of bait used in ocean fishing include:

Squid Strip: A versatile and commonly used bait, effective for attracting a wide range of mid-
level ocean fish.

Plump Worm: Known for its appeal to certain rare species and often considered a premium
bait.

Swallow Bait: A specialized bait that increases the chance of hooking elusive fish.



Brass Spoon: A metallic lure that targets specific aggressive fish species.

Each bait type has unique attributes, such as duration before expiration, catch rate modifiers, and
compatibility with specific fish schools. Players must weigh these factors when preparing for an ocean
fishing trip.

Acquiring and Crafting Baits

Baits can be purchased from various vendors within Eorzea, typically in fishing-related shops, or
crafted by players with the Culinarian or Fisher crafting classes. Crafting baits often requires
gathering ingredients such as squid, worms, or metals, which adds an immersive layer to preparation.

For instance, the Plump Worm requires the harvesting of specific insects or gathering materials from
particular zones. This process can involve a time investment but rewards players with high-quality
bait that can significantly improve catch rates.

Matching Baits to Fish Species

One of the nuanced aspects of ocean fishing is understanding which bait corresponds to which fish
species. The game’s design encourages experimentation and research, as certain rare or legendary
fish only respond to specific bait types.

For example, the elusive "Ruby Cardinal" found in the Ruby Sea is known to bite only when using the
Squid Strip, and only under certain weather conditions. Meanwhile, "Silver Wyvern" in the Azim
Steppe requires the Brass Spoon for a chance to catch.

This bait-to-fish relationship is crucial for players aiming to complete fishing logs or obtain rare items
tied to fishing achievements.

Environmental Factors Affecting Ocean Fishing

Beyond bait selection, ocean fishing success is influenced by several environmental variables:

Weather Conditions: Certain fish are only catchable during specific weather patterns, such as
clear skies, rain, or thunderstorms.

Time of Day: Some species bite exclusively during day or night cycles.

Location: The ocean fishing zones, including the Ruby Sea, Azim Steppe, and others, each host
unique fish populations.



Players often consult weather and time trackers or in-game resources to plan their fishing expeditions
accordingly. This strategic approach enhances the probability of capturing rare fish and maximizing
the catch per trip.

Weather and Bait Synergy

An advanced tactic in ocean fishing involves combining the correct bait with appropriate weather
conditions. For instance, using Plump Worm during rainy weather in the Azim Steppe can trigger rare
fish schools, while the Squid Strip is more effective under clear skies.

Understanding this synergy requires an investigative mindset and often referencing community
databases or fishing guides that compile empirical data on bait-weather combinations.

Equipment and Skill Considerations

While bait is vital, the angler’s equipment and fishing skills also impact ocean fishing outcomes. High-
quality fishing rods with increased gathering stats improve the likelihood of successful catches,
especially for rarer fish that have higher difficulty levels.

Additionally, the Fisher class’s abilities, such as "Patience" and "Precision Hook," can be leveraged to
lengthen bite windows and reduce missed catches. Players should align their gear and skills with their
bait choice and targeted fish species to optimize efficiency.

Comparing Bait Effectiveness

In practical terms, players report that Squid Strip offers the best balance between cost and catch
volume, making it ideal for general farming or leveling fishing skills. Conversely, Plump Worms and
Brass Spoons, while costlier or harder to obtain, yield better results when targeting rare or high-value
fish.

It is worth noting that over-relying on a single bait type may limit fishing diversity. Therefore, a
diversified bait inventory tailored to the expedition’s goals is advisable.

Community Insights and Data-Driven Strategies

The Final Fantasy XIV fishing community actively shares data, tips, and bait guides through forums,
wikis, and streaming platforms. These resources provide valuable insights into subtle bait mechanics,
spawn rates, and the timing of rare fish appearances.

By analyzing community-sourced catch logs, players can identify patterns such as:

Optimal bait for specific rare fish



Best weather and time windows for maximum yield

Effective combinations of abilities and bait for challenging catches

Such data-driven strategies elevate ocean fishing from a casual pastime to a methodical and
rewarding pursuit.

Economic Impact of Ocean Fishing Bait

Beyond recreational enjoyment, ocean fishing bait plays a significant role in the in-game economy.
High-demand baits like Plump Worms can command a premium on the market board, influencing
supply and demand dynamics.

Players who master bait crafting and ocean fishing can capitalize on this by supplying sought-after
baits or rare fish, creating a lucrative niche within Eorzea’s player-driven economy.

Exploring this economic angle adds further depth to the ocean fishing experience, inviting players to
engage in both gathering and trading.

The intricacies of ocean fishing bait in FFXIV demonstrate that success hinges not merely on patience
but on informed decision-making and strategic preparation. By combining knowledge of bait types,
environmental factors, and skillful execution, anglers can unlock the full potential of Eorzea’s oceanic
bounty.
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