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Doctor Who Evil of the Daleks: A Deep Dive into the Classic Sci-Fi Adventure

doctor who evil of the daleks is one of the most iconic serials in the long-running British sci-fi
series Doctor Who. This story, which originally aired in 1967 during the show’s fourth season, holds a
special place in the hearts of fans for its intense drama, complex characters, and the chilling portrayal
of the Daleks, arguably the Doctor’s most formidable adversaries. If you're a fan of Doctor Who or
simply intrigued by classic science fiction, exploring the depths of Evil of the Daleks offers a
fascinating glimpse into the show’s rich history and enduring appeal.

The Significance of Evil of the Daleks in Doctor Who
History

Evil of the Daleks is a six-part serial that features the Second Doctor, played by Patrick Troughton. It's
often celebrated for its creative storytelling and the introduction of significant elements that
expanded the Dalek mythology. Unlike many other Dalek stories that focus on straightforward battles,
Evil of the Daleks delves into the origins and psychology of these fearsome creatures, making it more
than just a typical villain encounter.

Expanding the Dalek Lore

One of the standout features of Evil of the Daleks is its exploration of the Daleks’ origin story. The
serial introduces the concept of the “Dalek Factor,” a mysterious genetic trait that defines the Dalek’s
ruthlessness and unwavering loyalty to their cause. This idea helped deepen the understanding of
what makes a Dalek, adding layers to their characterization beyond being mere antagonists.

The serial also touches on the creation of the Daleks by Davros, a significant character introduced
later in the franchise. Although Davros does not appear in Evil of the Daleks, the story’s themes and
ideas laid the groundwork for the complex Dalek backstory explored in later episodes.

Character Dynamics and Moral Complexity

Unlike many episodes focused on action and thrills, Evil of the Daleks presents moral dilemmas and
psychological tension. The Doctor’s interactions with the human characters and the Daleks
themselves highlight themes of trust, betrayal, and the struggle between good and evil. The serial’s
portrayal of the Daleks isn’t limited to mindless aggression; it also explores the internal conflicts
among them, especially concerning the Dalek Factor and its implications.



Plot Overview: What Happens in Doctor Who Evil of the
Daleks?

The story begins with the Doctor and his companions arriving on the planet Vulcan. They soon
discover that the Daleks have sinister plans to use the Dalek Factor to create an army of super-
Daleks. The narrative weaves through time and space, involving historical Earth settings and futuristic
Dalek technology.

The Doctor, along with his companion Jamie and new character Professor Parry, attempts to thwart
the Daleks’ plan. The serial is notable for its suspenseful pacing, blending science fiction with
elements of espionage and mystery. The Doctor’s cleverness and resourcefulness shine as he
uncovers the truth behind the Dalek Factor and works to prevent the Daleks from gaining ultimate
power.

Key Moments and Iconic Scenes

Several moments in Evil of the Daleks have become iconic within the Doctor Who fandom. The scenes
involving the Dalek factor experiments and the Daleks’ internal power struggles are particularly
memorable. The tension during the final confrontation between the Doctor and the Daleks keeps
viewers on the edge of their seats, showcasing the show’s ability to mix drama and sci-fi spectacle
effectively.

Production and Legacy of Evil of the Daleks

Behind the scenes, Evil of the Daleks was a significant production. Directed by Derek Martinus and
written by David Whitaker, the serial benefitted from innovative special effects for its time and a
compelling script that balanced action with character development.

Challenges and Restoration Efforts

Unfortunately, Evil of the Daleks is one of the many classic Doctor Who serials that suffered from
missing episodes due to the BBC's archival policies of the 1960s and 1970s. Only two of the six
episodes survive in the BBC archives, with the remaining episodes lost. However, the story has been
reconstructed through audio recordings, telesnaps (photographic stills taken during filming), and
animated versions, allowing new generations of fans to experience the tale.

The animated reconstruction released in 2021 brought the missing episodes back to life with modern
animation techniques, preserving the original performances and script. This effort highlights the
enduring popularity of Evil of the Daleks and its importance in Doctor Who's legacy.



Why Doctor Who Evil of the Daleks Still Matters Today

For fans of science fiction and television history, Evil of the Daleks represents more than just an
adventure; it's a milestone in storytelling and character development within Doctor Who. The serial’s
focus on the Daleks’ origins and the introduction of concepts like the Dalek Factor helped shape the
franchise’s direction for decades.

Lessons and Themes to Appreciate

Beyond its entertainment value, Evil of the Daleks invites viewers to consider the nature of evil and
the consequences of blind obedience. The exploration of genetic traits tied to morality and identity
resonates with broader philosophical questions about free will and determinism.

Moreover, the serial reinforces the importance of courage, intelligence, and compassion in the face of

overwhelming odds—qualities epitomized by the Doctor. These themes continue to be relevant in
today’s storytelling and contribute to Doctor Who's lasting appeal.

Tips for Watching Evil of the Daleks

If you're new to this classic Doctor Who serial or revisiting it after some time, here are a few tips to
enhance your viewing experience:

Watch with Context: Understanding the era in which Evil of the Daleks was made helps
appreciate its style and production values. It's a product of 1960s television, with practical
effects and storytelling conventions of the time.

e Explore Related Stories: Pair this serial with other Dalek-centric episodes to see how the
villains have evolved. Episodes like “Genesis of the Daleks” and “The Dalek Invasion of Earth”
provide additional background.

e Experience the Animation: If you can, watch the animated reconstructions to get a fuller
picture of the story, especially since some episodes are missing in their original form.

* Engage with Fan Discussions: Doctor Who forums and fan sites often have detailed analyses
and theories about Evil of the Daleks, offering deeper insights into its themes and characters.

Evil of the Daleks stands as a testament to Doctor Who's ability to blend thrilling science fiction with
meaningful storytelling. Whether you're a longtime Whovian or a newcomer, diving into this serial is a
journey through the heart of one of television’s most beloved universes.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Doctor Who: Evil of the Daleks' about?

'Doctor Who: Evil of the Daleks' is a classic serial from the Doctor Who series featuring the Second
Doctor. It involves the Daleks attempting to understand human nature to improve their own race,
leading to significant conflicts and revelations.

When was 'Evil of the Daleks' originally aired?

'Evil of the Daleks' originally aired in 1967, during the show's fourth season, spanning six episodes.

Who are the main characters in 'Evil of the Daleks'?

The main characters include the Second Doctor, played by Patrick Troughton, his companions Jamie
and Victoria, and the Daleks as the primary antagonists.

Why is 'Evil of the Daleks' significant in Doctor Who history?

It is significant because it introduced the concept of the '"Human Factor,' exploring what makes
humans unique, and it was one of the last full serials to feature the original Dalek design before their
redesign.

Is 'Evil of the Daleks' fully available to watch today?

Unfortunately, most of the original episodes are missing from the BBC archives. Only episode 2
survives in the archives, with the rest reconstructed through audio, telesnaps, and animation.

Has 'Evil of the Daleks' been released in any home media
format?

Yes, an animated reconstruction of 'Evil of the Daleks' was released on DVD and Blu-ray, using the
surviving audio and telesnaps to recreate the missing episodes.

What are the key themes explored in 'Evil of the Daleks'?

Key themes include the nature of humanity, the struggle between good and evil, and the use of
science and technology for domination versus understanding.

How do the Daleks attempt to use the 'Human Factor' in the
story?

The Daleks try to extract the '"Human Factor'—the qualities that make humans unique—to create
hybrid Dalek-human soldiers, aiming to improve their capabilities and adaptability.



Who wrote 'Evil of the Daleks' and what is notable about the
writing?

David Whitaker wrote 'Evil of the Daleks.' He was the first story editor for Doctor Who and is notable
for shaping early Dalek stories and adding depth to the show's mythology.

Additional Resources

Doctor Who Evil of the Daleks: A Deep Dive into a Classic Sci-Fi Revival

doctor who evil of the daleks stands as a pivotal serial within the expansive Doctor Who universe,
marking a significant return to one of the franchise’s most iconic and enduring villains—the Daleks.
Originally aired in 1967 during the show's fourth season, "Evil of the Daleks" has experienced both
acclaim and critique, yet its legacy continues to resonate with fans and scholars of science fiction
television. This article explores the narrative, production nuances, and the cultural impact of Evil of
the Daleks, offering a comprehensive review for enthusiasts and newcomers alike.

Contextualizing Evil of the Daleks within Doctor Who
Lore

Doctor Who's long-standing narrative thrives on the tension between the Doctor and the Daleks, the
latter serving as a symbol of relentless evil and mechanized menace. "Evil of the Daleks" was
conceptualized to delve deeper into this adversarial relationship, introducing elements that would
influence subsequent storylines. Set against the backdrop of Victorian England, the serial intertwines
historical drama with futuristic science fiction, a hallmark of Doctor Who's storytelling versatility.

The serial features the Second Doctor, portrayed by Patrick Troughton, whose performance brought a
unique blend of wit and gravitas, standing in contrast to the Daleks' cold, calculating malevolence.
The plot centers on the Daleks’ sinister experiment to isolate the "human factor," an abstract quality
they believe will perfect their race. This philosophical underpinning adds a layer of complexity,
inviting audiences to ponder themes of identity, evolution, and morality.

Narrative Structure and Themes

"Evil of the Daleks" unfolds over seven episodes, weaving a multi-threaded narrative that balances
suspense with character development. The Doctor and his companions become pawns in the Daleks’
scheme, which involves manipulating human emotions and traits. The serial’s exploration of the
"human factor" serves as a narrative device to question what fundamentally distinguishes humanity
from its creations, an inquiry that remains relevant in contemporary discussions on artificial
intelligence and ethics.

The Victorian setting enriches the story, contrasting 19th-century societal norms with futuristic
technology, thereby highlighting the timelessness of the Doctor’s battles against tyranny and
oppression. This anachronistic blend amplifies the tension and provides a fertile ground for dramatic



encounters.

Production and Technical Aspects

From a production standpoint, "Evil of the Daleks" is notable for its ambitious set designs and special
effects, especially considering the technological limitations of the 1960s. The Dalek props themselves
are iconic, embodying a design that has become synonymous with Doctor Who and British science
fiction. The serial’s use of location shooting and studio sets demonstrates a creative approach to
storytelling, maximizing atmospheric tension and visual impact.

However, it is important to acknowledge that "Evil of the Daleks" suffers from partial archival loss,
with only two of the original seven episodes surviving in the BBC archives. This loss has shaped the
serial’s reception and accessibility, prompting fan-led reconstructions and audio-visual restorations to
preserve its legacy.

Impact of Missing Episodes on Reception

The absence of full visual records poses challenges for comprehensive analysis and enjoyment.
Nevertheless, surviving episodes and audio recordings have allowed fans and critics to piece together
the serial’s narrative and thematic significance. The missing episodes have also fueled a broader
conversation about media preservation and the importance of archiving in television history.

Despite these gaps, "Evil of the Daleks" remains a subject of scholarly interest and fan admiration,
with reconstructions offering valuable insight into the storytelling techniques and cultural context of
1960s British television.

Legacy and Influence in the Doctor Who Franchise

The influence of "Evil of the Daleks" extends beyond its original broadcast, informing character
development, narrative arcs, and the portrayal of the Daleks in later Doctor Who incarnations. The
concept of the "human factor" has been revisited and reinterpreted in various episodes, underscoring
the serial’s enduring thematic relevance.

Moreover, the serial contributed to the evolving image of the Daleks, showcasing their capacity for
psychological as well as physical warfare. This multidimensional portrayal has enriched the Doctor-
Dalek dynamic, enhancing the franchise’s narrative depth.

Comparative Analysis with Other Dalek-Centric Serials

When compared to other Dalek-focused stories, such as "The Dalek Invasion of Earth" or "Genesis of
the Daleks," "Evil of the Daleks" distinguishes itself through its philosophical inquiry and Victorian
setting. While earlier serials emphasized action and direct confrontation, this installment incorporates
psychological manipulation and ethical considerations, broadening the scope of the Daleks as



antagonists.

This evolution reflects the show’s adaptability and commitment to exploring complex themes within a
science fiction framework, contributing to Doctor Who's status as a culturally significant and enduring
television program.

Audience Reception and Critical Perspectives

Audience reactions to "Evil of the Daleks" have been mixed but generally appreciative of its ambition
and narrative depth. Contemporary reviews praised the serial for its engaging storyline and character
dynamics, while some criticism focused on pacing and the constraints imposed by missing episodes.

Modern retrospectives often highlight the serial’s significance in Doctor Who history, recognizing its
role in expanding the mythos surrounding the Daleks and the Doctor. The serial’s blend of suspense,
drama, and philosophical inquiry continues to resonate with viewers, affirming its place within the
canon.

Pros and Cons of "Evil of the Daleks"

e Pros: Innovative storyline exploring human nature; strong performances by cast; atmospheric
Victorian setting; significant contributions to Dalek lore.

e Cons: Loss of several episodes limiting full narrative experience; occasional pacing issues;
effects constrained by 1960s technology.

These considerations illustrate the serial’s complexity and the challenges inherent in evaluating a
work partially lost to time, yet its strengths underscore its continued relevance.

Doctor Who Evil of the Daleks remains a fascinating chapter in the expansive Doctor Who saga,
offering a blend of thrilling science fiction and thought-provoking themes. Its enduring appeal lies in
its ability to challenge audiences to consider what it means to be human, all while delivering the
excitement and suspense that have defined the series for decades.
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