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Future Tense of French Verbs: A Complete Guide to Talking About Tomorrow

future tense of french verbs is an essential part of mastering the language,
especially if you want to express plans, predictions, or intentions clearly.
Whether you’re chatting about your upcoming vacation, forecasting the
weather, or discussing what will happen next in a story, understanding how to
use the future tense correctly will elevate your French communication skills.
In this article, we’ll explore how to form the future tense, the nuances of
regular and irregular verbs, and practical tips to help you feel confident
when talking about what lies ahead.

Understanding the Basics of the Future Tense in
French

When learning French, the future tense—known as *le futur simple*—is one of
the foundational verb tenses that allows you to talk about actions that will
happen later. Unlike English, where “will” or “going to” serves as auxiliary
verbs, French typically modifies the verb itself with specific endings to
communicate futurity.

How to Form the Future Tense

The future tense in French is relatively straightforward once you grasp the
pattern. For most verbs, you take the infinitive form (the base verb ending
in -er, -ir, or -re) and add the future endings. These endings are the same
across all three verb groups, making it easier to remember:

Je -ai

Tu -as

Il/Elle/On -a

Nous -ons

Vous -ez

Ils/Elles -ont

For example, with the verb *parler* (to speak):



Je parlerai (I will speak)

Tu parleras (You will speak)

Il parlera (He will speak)

Notice that for -re verbs like *vendre* (to sell), you drop the final “e”
before adding the endings:

Je vendrai (I will sell)

Regular vs. Irregular Verbs in the Future Tense

While most verbs follow this regular pattern, a handful of common verbs have
irregular stems in the future tense. This means the base to which you attach
the endings changes. For instance:

Être (to be) → ser- Je serai (I will be)

Avoir (to have) → aur- Tu auras (You will have)

Aller (to go) → ir- Il ira (He will go)

Faire (to do/make) → fer- Nous ferons (We will do)

Venir (to come) → viendr- Vous viendrez (You will come)

These irregular stems are crucial to memorize because they often appear in
everyday conversation and writing. Once you know the stem, the endings remain
the same.

Using the Future Tense Naturally in
Conversation

Mastering the future tense of French verbs isn’t just about memorizing
endings. It’s about knowing when and why to use it. The future tense goes
beyond simple “will” statements; it’s used in various contexts that reflect
certainty, intention, or even polite commands.



Expressing Intentions and Plans

When you want to talk about your intentions or plans, the future tense is
your go-to. For example:

Demain, je commencerai un nouveau projet. (Tomorrow, I will start a new
project.)

Nous irons au cinéma ce week-end. (We will go to the movies this
weekend.)

This usage is straightforward and very common in daily conversations.

Making Predictions or Assumptions

Another common use of the future tense is when making predictions or
assumptions about the present or future. In French, you can use the future
tense to express probability:

Il sera déjà parti. (He is probably already gone.)

Tu auras faim après le voyage. (You will be hungry after the trip.)

This subtle nuance helps you sound more natural and fluent when guessing or
speculating.

Polite Requests and Commands

Interestingly, the future tense can also soften commands or requests, making
them sound more polite or formal:

Tu m’aideras, s’il te plaît? (Will you help me, please?)

Vous prendrez votre temps. (Take your time.)

Using the future tense here can make your speech sound respectful and
considerate.



Common Challenges and Tips for Learning the
Future Tense

Many language learners face challenges when tackling the future tense of
French verbs, especially irregular verbs and pronunciation. Here are some
practical tips to help you overcome these hurdles.

Remembering Irregular Future Stems

Irregular verbs can feel intimidating, but grouping them by similarity can
help. For example, verbs ending in *-oir* like *voir* (to see) become *verr-*
(Je verrai), and verbs related to *venir* (to come) such as *tenir* (to hold)
also follow the *viendr-* stem pattern (Je tiendrai).

Creating flashcards or mnemonic devices for these stems can make memorization
easier.

Pronunciation Practice

The future endings involve the sounds -ai, -as, -a, -ons, -ez, and -ont,
which can be tricky. It’s important to practice speaking these endings aloud
to avoid confusing them with other verb forms like the present tense.

Listening to native speakers and repeating sentences that use the future
tense will boost your confidence and improve your accent.

Mixing Future Tense with Other Tenses

In French, the future tense can sometimes be confused with the near future
(*futur proche*), which uses the verb *aller* + infinitive (e.g., *Je vais
manger* – I am going to eat). Both tenses refer to future actions, but *futur
proche* often implies immediate or planned actions, while *futur simple* can
be more formal or general.

Understanding when to use each will help you sound natural and avoid awkward
phrasing.

Expanding Your Skills: Future Tense in Complex
Sentences

Once you’re comfortable forming and using the future tense, you can start



incorporating it into more complex sentence structures to express ideas with
greater nuance.

Using Future Tense in Conditional Statements

French often combines the future tense with conditional clauses to talk about
what will happen if certain conditions are met:

Si tu étudies, tu réussiras. (If you study, you will succeed.)

Quand il arrivera, nous commencerons. (When he arrives, we will start.)

Notice the future tense is used in the main clause to indicate the result of
the condition.

Pairing Future Tense with Time Expressions

Words like *demain* (tomorrow), *bientôt* (soon), *l’année prochaine* (next
year), and *dans une heure* (in an hour) often accompany the future tense to
clarify the time frame:

Je partirai demain matin. (I will leave tomorrow morning.)

Ils arriveront bientôt. (They will arrive soon.)

Including these expressions enriches your sentences and makes your speech
more precise.

Practical Exercises to Master the Future Tense

To truly grasp the future tense of French verbs, practice is key. Here are
some enjoyable ways to reinforce your skills:

Write daily journal entries about your plans or predictions using the
future tense.

Translate simple English sentences like “I will call you tomorrow” into
French.



Engage in conversations with native speakers or language partners,
focusing on discussing future events.

Use apps or online quizzes that test your knowledge of irregular future
stems and verb endings.

These activities not only help you memorize forms but also build your
confidence in using the future tense naturally.

---

Exploring the future tense of French verbs opens up a world of possibilities
to express what’s yet to come. Whether you’re planning your next holiday,
making predictions, or politely asking for something, mastering this tense
will make your French more lively and expressive. With consistent practice
and attention to irregular verbs, you’ll soon be talking about the future
with ease and flair. Bonne chance!

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the future tense in French used for?
The future tense in French is used to describe actions that will happen or
are going to happen in the future.

How do you form the future tense for regular -er and
-ir verbs in French?
For regular -er and -ir verbs, you add the future endings (-ai, -as, -a, -
ons, -ez, -ont) to the infinitive form of the verb.

How is the future tense formed for regular -re verbs
in French?
For regular -re verbs, you remove the final 'e' from the infinitive and then
add the future endings (-ai, -as, -a, -ons, -ez, -ont).

What are the future tense endings in French?
The future tense endings in French are: -ai, -as, -a, -ons, -ez, -ont.

Can you give an example of the verb 'parler' (to



speak) in the future tense?
Yes, for example: Je parlerai (I will speak), Tu parleras (You will speak),
Il/Elle parlera (He/She will speak).

Are there irregular verbs in the French future
tense?
Yes, several common verbs have irregular stems in the future tense, such as
'être' (ser-), 'avoir' (aur-), 'aller' (ir-), and 'faire' (fer-), but they
still take the regular future endings.

How do you form the future tense of the verb
'avoir'?
The future tense of 'avoir' uses the irregular stem 'aur-' plus the future
endings, e.g., j'aurai, tu auras, il aura.

Is the future tense used differently in spoken and
written French?
In spoken French, the near future (futur proche) using 'aller' + infinitive
is more commonly used to express future actions, while the simple future
tense is more common in written French and formal speech.

What is the difference between the simple future and
the near future in French?
The simple future (futur simple) is formed by adding endings to the
infinitive and expresses actions that will happen, while the near future
(futur proche) is formed with 'aller' + infinitive and often indicates an
action that is going to happen soon or is more immediate.

Additional Resources
Future Tense of French Verbs: An In-Depth Exploration

future tense of french verbs represents a fundamental aspect of mastering the
French language, enabling speakers to discuss actions and events that will
occur. Understanding this tense is crucial not only for effective
communication but also for grasping the nuances of French grammar and syntax.
This article provides a comprehensive review of the future tense of French
verbs, analyzing its formation, usage, irregularities, and practical
implications for learners and educators alike.



Understanding the Formation of the Future Tense
in French

The future tense in French, known as "le futur simple," is primarily used to
express actions that will happen at a later time. Its formation is relatively
straightforward for regular verbs, but it also involves several irregular
verbs that require special attention.

Regular Verb Conjugation Patterns

For regular verbs ending in -er and -ir, the future tense is formed by
attaching specific endings to the infinitive form of the verb. These endings
are consistent across the three groups of verbs, providing a predictable
pattern for learners.

Je (I) -ai

Tu (You, singular informal) -as

Il/Elle/On (He/She/One) -a

Nous (We) -ons

Vous (You, plural/formal) -ez

Ils/Elles (They) -ont

For example, the verb "parler" (to speak) is conjugated in the future tense
as "je parlerai," meaning "I will speak." Similarly, "finir" (to finish)
becomes "je finirai."

Special Case: Verbs Ending in -re

Verbs ending in -re, such as "vendre" (to sell), drop the final "e" before
adding future endings. Thus, "vendre" becomes "je vendrai" in the future
tense.

Irregular Future Tense Verbs: Patterns and



Challenges

While regular verbs follow a logical pattern, many common French verbs
exhibit irregularities in their future stems. These irregular verbs can
present challenges for learners due to their unpredictable nature.

Common Irregular Future Stems

Some of the most frequently used irregular verbs and their future stems
include:

être (to be) → ser-

avoir (to have) → aur-

aller (to go) → ir-

faire (to do/make) → fer-

venir (to come) → viendr-

voir (to see) → verr-

pouvoir (can/to be able to) → pourr-

vouloir (to want) → voudr-

savoir (to know) → saur-

These stems are then conjugated with the standard future endings (-ai, -as, -
a, -ons, -ez, -ont). For example, "je serai" (I will be), "tu feras" (you
will do), or "ils viendront" (they will come).

Implications for Language Acquisition

The presence of irregular verbs necessitates memorization and practice.
Unlike the regular verbs, where learners can rely on predictable patterns,
irregular verbs require a more analytical approach. This complexity can slow
down the acquisition process but also enriches learners' understanding of
French verb morphology.



Usage of the Future Tense in Different Contexts

Beyond mere conjugation, the future tense serves various communicative
functions in French. Its usage extends beyond simple predictions to express
intentions, promises, or assumptions about the present.

Expressing Predictions and Future Actions

The primary function of the future tense is to indicate actions that will
occur later. For example:

Demain, je partirai en voyage. (Tomorrow, I will go on a trip.)

Ils finiront le projet la semaine prochaine. (They will finish the
project next week.)

Conveying Intentions and Promises

The future tense is often employed to express commitments or promises,
providing a tone of certainty and determination.

Je te promets que je t’aiderai. (I promise I will help you.)

Nous ferons de notre mieux. (We will do our best.)

Politeness and Formality

Interestingly, the future tense can also be used in a polite or formal
context, especially in written French or formal speech. For example, it may
replace the imperative mood to soften commands:

Vous passerez au bureau demain. (You will come to the office tomorrow.)



Expressing Assumptions About the Present

The future tense may indicate conjectures or assumptions about current
situations, functioning similarly to "must be" in English.

Il sera en train de travailler. (He must be working.)

Comparative Insights: French Future Tense and
Other Romance Languages

Comparing the future tense of French verbs with those of other Romance
languages such as Spanish or Italian reveals both similarities and
distinctions.

Similarities in Formation

Like French, Spanish and Italian form their future tenses by adding endings
to the infinitive or stem. The endings across these languages share a common
Latin origin, facilitating cross-linguistic learning for students familiar
with one Romance language.

Differences in Irregularities

However, each language presents unique irregular verbs and stem changes. For
instance, the French verb "aller" (to go) uses the stem "ir-" in the future
tense, similar to Spanish "iré" but with different conjugation endings.

Teaching the Future Tense: Strategies and
Considerations

Educators face the challenge of introducing the future tense of French verbs
in a way that balances rule-based learning with practical application.

Emphasizing Patterns and Exceptions

A common pedagogical approach involves first teaching the regular conjugation



patterns, followed by a focused review of irregular verbs. This method helps
students build a foundational understanding before tackling exceptions.

Incorporating Contextual Learning

Using authentic materials, such as news articles, dialogues, and literary
excerpts, can enhance learners' grasp of when and how the future tense is
naturally employed.

Utilizing Technology and Interactive Tools

Digital platforms and apps that provide instant feedback and repetition
exercises have proven effective in reinforcing the future tense. They allow
learners to practice conjugations and sentence construction dynamically.

Common Pitfalls and How to Avoid Them

Despite its straightforward structure, learners often encounter difficulties
with the future tense of French verbs.

Confusing the Future with the Conditional: Since the future and
conditional tenses share similar stems, distinguishing between them
requires attention to endings and context.

Misapplication of Irregular Stems: Forgetting irregular stems or mixing
them with regular forms can lead to errors.

Dropping the Final 'e' in -re Verbs Incorrectly: Some learners omit the
'e' in the infinitive before adding endings for all verbs, leading to
mistakes.

Addressing these issues involves thorough practice and targeted exercises
emphasizing differences and exceptions.

The future tense of French verbs remains a vital component of the language's
grammatical landscape. Its predictable patterns coupled with notable
irregularities offer a rich field for study and mastery, essential for anyone
aiming to communicate effectively and precisely in French. Through analytical
understanding and practical application, learners can navigate the
complexities of the future tense and enhance their linguistic competence.
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