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**As You Like It: The New Cambridge Shakespeare Edition**

as you like it the new cambridge shakespeare edition offers an exciting and
fresh perspective on one of Shakespeare’s most beloved comedies. This modern
scholarly edition is crafted to bring clarity, context, and richness to the
play, making it accessible not only to students but also to seasoned readers
and theatre enthusiasts. Whether you are diving into the text for academic
purposes or simply exploring Shakespeare’s enchanting world for pleasure, the
New Cambridge Shakespeare version of *As You Like It* stands out for its
meticulous annotations, insightful introductions, and updated language notes.

Discovering the New Cambridge Shakespeare
Edition

The New Cambridge Shakespeare series is renowned for its scholarly rigor
combined with readability. When it comes to *As You Like It*, this edition
continues that tradition by providing readers with a text that is both
authentic to Shakespeare’s original language and supported by modern
editorial insight. Unlike older editions that might feel dense or archaic,
this version offers a balance between preserving Shakespeare’s poetic voice
and clarifying meanings that can sometimes be obscure to contemporary
readers.

Why Choose the New Cambridge Shakespeare for As You
Like It?

Many editions of Shakespeare’s works flood the market, but the New Cambridge
Shakespeare edition is often recommended for several reasons:

- **Comprehensive Introduction:** The edition begins with a thorough
introduction that contextualizes *As You Like It* within Shakespeare’s career
and the Elizabethan era. This background is invaluable for understanding the
play’s themes, characters, and historical significance.
- **Detailed Annotations:** Footnotes and marginal notes explain archaic
words, cultural references, and textual variants. This helps readers grasp
the nuances without interrupting the flow of reading.
- **Textual Integrity:** The editors base their text on the most reliable
early manuscripts and quartos, ensuring authenticity and scholarly accuracy.

Understanding As You Like It Through the New
Cambridge Lens

The pastoral comedy *As You Like It* is a tapestry of themes such as love,
identity, and the contrast between court life and country life. The New
Cambridge Shakespeare edition delves into these themes with clarity and



nuance, helping readers appreciate the layers beneath Shakespeare’s witty
dialogue.

The Richness of the Play’s Themes

In this edition, the exploration of themes is enhanced through insightful
editorial commentary:

- **Identity and Disguise:** The play’s use of cross-dressing and role
reversals is unpacked with cultural and psychological insights, showing how
Shakespeare challenges notions of gender and self.
- **Nature vs. Society:** The editors highlight how the Forest of Arden
serves as both a literal and symbolic backdrop, representing freedom and
natural order in contrast to the rigidity of court life.
- **Love in Its Many Forms:** From the playful banter between Rosalind and
Orlando to the more cynical perspectives on love, the commentary helps
readers understand the complexity and humor embedded in Shakespeare’s
portrayal of romance.

Performance and Adaptation Notes

One of the fascinating aspects of the New Cambridge Shakespeare edition is
the inclusion of notes on how *As You Like It* has been performed and adapted
over time. These insights enrich the reading experience by showing how the
play’s themes resonate in different cultural contexts and eras. Readers can
learn how directors have interpreted the Forest of Arden, the gender-bending
roles, and the comedic timing that is vital to the play’s enduring appeal.

Using the New Cambridge Shakespeare Edition for
Study and Teaching

Students and educators alike find the New Cambridge Shakespeare edition of
*As You Like It* especially helpful. Its clear layout and in-depth notes make
it a practical tool for classroom discussions, essays, and exam preparation.

Tips for Students

- **Engage with the Introduction:** Take time to read the introductory essay
carefully. It sets the stage for understanding the play’s context, which is
crucial for deeper analysis.
- **Use the Glossary and Notes:** Don’t skip the footnotes — they clarify
difficult words and references that can easily confuse readers unfamiliar
with Elizabethan English.
- **Annotate Your Copy:** Make your own notes as you read, especially about
character motivations and thematic developments. This active reading will
enhance comprehension.



Tips for Teachers

- **Incorporate Performance Elements:** Use the performance notes to
encourage students to think about how *As You Like It* can be brought to life
on stage. Role-playing or scene reenactments can deepen understanding.
- **Explore Historical Context:** Leverage the historical background to
connect the play with broader social and political issues of Shakespeare’s
time.
- **Facilitate Thematic Discussions:** Use the edition’s insights to spark
conversations about gender roles, pastoral life, and the nature of comedy in
Shakespeare’s work.

The Importance of Textual Accuracy and Modern
Scholarship

One standout feature of the New Cambridge Shakespeare series is its
commitment to textual accuracy. Shakespeare’s plays have multiple versions,
and editors must decide which lines or words to include. The New Cambridge
edition of *As You Like It* draws on a range of early sources, including the
First Folio and Quarto editions, to produce a text that is as close as
possible to what Shakespeare originally intended.

Why Editorial Choices Matter

Understanding the editorial process helps readers appreciate the complexity
behind producing a Shakespeare text:

- Editors must weigh differences between manuscripts.
- They provide explanations for alternate readings.
- They preserve Shakespeare’s poetic style while making the text accessible.

This transparency not only aids comprehension but also invites readers to
think critically about how texts evolve over time.

Enhancing Your Shakespeare Experience with the
New Cambridge Edition

Reading *As You Like It* in the New Cambridge Shakespeare edition offers more
than just the play’s text; it provides a gateway into Shakespeare’s world
with expert guidance. For anyone looking to deepen their appreciation of
Shakespeare’s language, theatrical craft, and timeless themes, this edition
is a valuable companion.

Whether you are reading for pleasure, study, or production, the New Cambridge
Shakespeare’s *As You Like It* illuminates the play’s enduring charm and
complexity. It encourages readers to engage actively with the text, making
Shakespeare’s pastoral comedy feel as vibrant and relevant today as it was
four centuries ago.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'As You Like It: The New Cambridge
Shakespeare' edition?

It is a scholarly edition of Shakespeare's play 'As You Like It,' published
by Cambridge University Press as part of The New Cambridge Shakespeare
series, known for its detailed textual analysis and comprehensive notes.

How does The New Cambridge Shakespeare edition of 'As
You Like It' differ from other editions?

This edition offers a meticulously edited text based on the earliest and most
reliable sources, accompanied by extensive explanatory notes, critical
essays, and historical context, making it ideal for academic study.

Who edited 'As You Like It' in The New Cambridge
Shakespeare series?

The New Cambridge Shakespeare edition of 'As You Like It' is typically edited
by a Shakespearean scholar or academic; the specific editor can be found on
the title page of the edition.

What are some key features of 'As You Like It' in The
New Cambridge Shakespeare edition?

Key features include an authoritative text, detailed footnotes, an
introduction covering themes and performance history, and discussions of
linguistic and textual variants.

Is 'As You Like It: The New Cambridge Shakespeare'
suitable for students?

Yes, it is highly suitable for students and researchers as it provides clear
annotations and scholarly insights that help in understanding the play's
language, themes, and historical background.

Where can I purchase or access 'As You Like It: The
New Cambridge Shakespeare'?

You can purchase it through major book retailers like Amazon, Cambridge
University Press, or access it via academic libraries and institutions that
subscribe to Cambridge University Press resources.

Additional Resources
As You Like It: The New Cambridge Shakespeare – A Definitive Edition for
Modern Readers

as you like it the new cambridge shakespeare edition represents a significant
milestone in Shakespearean scholarship, offering both seasoned academics and



casual readers a refreshed lens through which to engage with one of William
Shakespeare’s most beloved comedies. This edition, part of the prestigious
New Cambridge Shakespeare series, aims to deliver not only the text but also
critical apparatus that reflects the latest research, textual insights, and
performance history surrounding *As You Like It*. In this article, we delve
into the nuances of this edition, exploring its editorial choices, scholarly
contributions, and how it stands in comparison to other versions available in
the market.

Understanding the New Cambridge Shakespeare
Series

The New Cambridge Shakespeare series is renowned for its authoritative texts
and in-depth scholarly commentary. Each volume is meticulously edited by
experts with the intent of providing a reliable and accessible version of
Shakespeare’s works. The series is widely used in academic settings due to
its balance between textual fidelity and readability. The *As You Like It*
edition is no exception, embodying these qualities while also incorporating
contemporary critical perspectives that enhance the understanding of the
play’s social and literary contexts.

Editorial Approach and Textual Fidelity

One of the defining features of the *As You Like It* New Cambridge
Shakespeare edition is its editorial rigor. The editors have painstakingly
compared early quarto and folio versions, reconciling textual discrepancies
to present a coherent and authentic script. This textual collation is
essential because Shakespeare’s plays often exist in multiple early texts
with variations that can influence character portrayal and thematic
interpretation.

Unlike some editions that prioritize a single source, this volume offers a
conflated text, supported by detailed footnotes and appendices. These
annotations highlight significant textual variants and editorial decisions,
enabling readers to appreciate the complexities involved in Shakespearean
textual scholarship. Such transparency is particularly valuable for students
and researchers who seek to understand how the text has evolved through
centuries of print history.

Contextual and Critical Insights

Beyond the text itself, the New Cambridge edition provides an extensive
introduction that situates *As You Like It* within the Elizabethan era’s
cultural and theatrical landscape. It examines the play’s themes of pastoral
life, gender roles, and identity, shedding light on how these aspects
resonate with contemporary audiences. The editors also discuss the play’s
performance history, tracing its evolution from early stagings to modern
reinterpretations.

This critical framework is enriched by a selection of scholarly essays
included in the volume, which analyze the play’s linguistic style, dramatic
structure, and its place within Shakespeare’s oeuvre. By integrating



historical context with literary analysis, the edition encourages a holistic
understanding that goes beyond the surface of the comedy.

Comparative Analysis: New Cambridge vs. Other
Editions

When considering *As You Like It*, readers often encounter a variety of
editions, such as the Arden Shakespeare, Oxford World’s Classics, and the
Folger Shakespeare Library. Each edition caters to different needs, and the
New Cambridge Shakespeare edition distinguishes itself in several ways.

Academic Rigor and Accessibility

The Arden Shakespeare is frequently praised for its comprehensive commentary
and extensive scholarly notes, often appealing to researchers requiring
detailed line-by-line analysis. In contrast, the New Cambridge edition
strikes a balance between scholarly depth and accessibility, making it
suitable for both university students and general readers. Its annotations
are informative yet concise, avoiding overwhelming the reader with excessive
detail.

Textual Presentation and Features

The Folger edition is known for clear modernized spelling and user-friendly
layouts, which benefit readers new to Shakespeare. However, the New Cambridge
edition retains original spellings and punctuation where appropriate,
preserving the historical flavor of the language while providing modern
glossaries. This approach appeals to readers interested in the linguistic
texture of Early Modern English.

Additionally, the New Cambridge edition’s inclusion of performance notes and
historical context provides an enriched experience that goes beyond the text.
Readers gain insight into how *As You Like It* has been interpreted on stage,
which is essential for understanding the play’s dramatic potential.

Highlights of the New Cambridge Shakespeare’s
As You Like It

Authoritative Text: A carefully edited conflated text reflecting the
latest scholarly consensus.

Comprehensive Introduction: Contextualizes themes, historical
background, and performance history.

Detailed Annotations: Footnotes explaining textual variants, archaic
language, and cultural references.

Performance Insights: Commentary on staging, adaptation, and historical



productions.

Supplementary Essays: Critical perspectives from leading Shakespeare
scholars.

Pros and Cons in Editorial Choices

While the New Cambridge Shakespeare edition excels in scholarly integrity,
some readers may find its retention of original spellings a hurdle,
particularly those less familiar with Elizabethan English. However, this
choice underscores the edition’s commitment to authenticity and offers a
richer linguistic experience.

On the other hand, the volume’s balance between accessibility and academic
depth makes it highly versatile. It is a valuable resource for educators
designing courses, actors preparing for roles, and literary enthusiasts
seeking a deeper engagement with the text.

Impact on Shakespearean Studies and Pedagogy

The release of *As You Like It* in the New Cambridge Shakespeare series has
reinvigorated academic discussions around the play. Its fresh editorial
insights and updated critical apparatus have led to new interpretations,
particularly regarding the play’s treatment of gender fluidity and pastoral
idealism. The edition’s emphasis on performance history also aids theatre
practitioners in crafting informed stagings that resonate with contemporary
sensibilities.

In classrooms, this edition enhances curriculum design by providing students
with a text that is both authoritative and approachable. The integrated
scholarly essays and clear notes facilitate critical thinking and textual
analysis, encouraging learners to explore the layers of meaning within
Shakespeare’s work.

The New Cambridge Shakespeare’s *As You Like It* thus serves as a bridge
between traditional scholarship and modern inquiry, fostering a dynamic
engagement with Shakespeare’s enduring comedy.

As the landscape of Shakespearean editions continues to evolve, the New
Cambridge Shakespeare's rendition of *As You Like It* stands out for its
thoughtful editorial methodology and enriched contextual framework. It
invites readers to rediscover this pastoral comedy not just as a historical
artifact but as a living text capable of inspiring new interpretations and
performances well into the future.
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