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As You Like It 2006: A Fresh Take on Shakespeare’s Classic Comedy

as you like it 2006 is a film adaptation of one of William Shakespeare’s most beloved comedies,
directed by Kenneth Branagh. Known for his passionate and nuanced interpretations of
Shakespearean works, Branagh brought a lively and engaging vision to this 2006 version, blending
classic Elizabethan themes with cinematic flair. If you're a fan of Shakespeare or simply curious
about this adaptation, there’s plenty to explore—from its casting and direction to its setting and
reception.

The Essence of As You Like It 2006

At its core, As You Like It is a romantic comedy centered around themes of love, identity, and
pastoral life versus court life. The 2006 adaptation retains all the essential elements of
Shakespeare’s text but adapts them in a way that feels accessible and visually appealing for modern
audiences.

Kenneth Branagh’s interpretation emphasizes the play’s humor and warmth, making the story’s
exploration of love and self-discovery resonate deeply. The film’s setting diverges from traditional
Elizabethan stage productions, offering a more cinematic and immersive experience that highlights
the contrast between the oppressive court and the liberating Forest of Arden.

Plot Overview

The story follows Rosalind, one of Shakespeare’s most dynamic female characters, who flees
persecution at the court and takes refuge in the Forest of Arden disguised as a young man named
Ganymede. There, she encounters a variety of characters, including her love interest Orlando, exiled
nobles, and eccentric shepherds, all of whom contribute to the comedic and romantic entanglements
that unfold.

This 2006 version captures the play’s lighthearted spirit while giving audiences a chance to
appreciate the wit and depth of Shakespeare’s language—often a challenge for screen adaptations.

Noteworthy Cast and Performances

One of the standout features of As You Like It 2006 is its cast. Kenneth Branagh himself stars as
Duke Frederick, the usurping ruler who sets the conflict in motion. Meanwhile, Bryce Dallas Howard
takes on the role of Rosalind, delivering a performance that balances strength, intelligence, and
vulnerability.



Bryce Dallas Howard as Rosalind

Howard’s portrayal is widely praised for bringing Rosalind’s resourcefulness and charm to life. Her
ability to convey both the comedic and poignant moments of the character makes her a compelling
lead. The chemistry between Howard and her co-star helps anchor the film’s romantic storyline.

Supporting Cast Highlights

The supporting cast includes notable actors such as Kevin Kline as Jaques, whose melancholic yet
humorous “All the world’s a stage” speech is a highlight of the production. The diverse ensemble
contributes to the film’s lively tone, ensuring that even minor characters are memorable and
engaging.

Visual Style and Cinematography

Unlike stage productions that rely heavily on dialogue and setting minimalism, as you like it 2006
embraces the possibilities of film to create a rich, atmospheric world. The Forest of Arden, a crucial
symbol in the play, is depicted with lush greenery and natural beauty, emphasizing the theme of
escape and renewal.

The cinematography uses natural lighting and sweeping shots to immerse viewers in the pastoral
environment, contrasting sharply with the darker, more confined spaces of the court scenes. This
visual dichotomy enhances the narrative’s exploration of freedom versus constraint.

Costume and Set Design

Costumes in the 2006 adaptation blend traditional Elizabethan styles with subtle modern touches,
making the characters feel both timeless and relatable. The court’s opulence is reflected in rich
fabrics and structured garments, while the forest dwellers wear more rustic, relaxed attire,
reinforcing the thematic division.

Set designs avoid overly elaborate constructions, instead focusing on authenticity and mood, which
allows the actors’ performances and Shakespeare’s language to take center stage.

Why This Adaptation Stands Out

There are many adaptations of As You Like It, but the 2006 film offers a unique combination of
fidelity to the original text and cinematic accessibility. Here are several reasons why this version is
worth watching for both Shakespeare enthusiasts and newcomers:

e Faithful yet fresh interpretation: The film preserves much of Shakespeare’s original



dialogue while using film techniques to enhance storytelling.

¢ Strong performances: The cast delivers engaging and nuanced portrayals, making the
characters relatable and memorable.

e Beautiful visuals: The Forest of Arden is brought to life with naturalistic cinematography
that underscores the play’s themes.

¢ Accessible length and pacing: The 2006 adaptation trims some of the play’s more verbose
sections, resulting in a brisk, enjoyable viewing experience.

Tips for Enjoying As You Like It 2006

If you're planning to watch this film or use it as a resource for studying Shakespeare, here are a few
tips to enhance your experience:

Pay Attention to Language

Though the film makes Shakespeare’s language accessible, it’s helpful to listen closely to the actors’
delivery. The nuances in tone, pacing, and emphasis can reveal additional layers of meaning in the
text.

Focus on Character Dynamics

One of the joys of As You Like It is its exploration of relationships—romantic, familial, and social.
Watch how the characters interact, especially Rosalind’s playful banter when disguised as
Ganymede, which adds depth to the themes of identity and love.

Notice the Symbolism

The contrasting settings of court and forest are more than just backdrops; they symbolize freedom,
transformation, and the complexities of human nature. Observing how the film visually distinguishes
these spaces can enrich your understanding of the story.

The Legacy of As You Like It 2006

Since its release, as you like it 2006 has become a recommended version for those looking to
experience Shakespeare in a cinematic format without losing the essence of the original play. It’s
often used in educational settings for its balance of authenticity and accessibility.



Furthermore, this adaptation highlights the timeless nature of Shakespeare’s themes—love, identity,
and the human condition—which continue to resonate with audiences today. Kenneth Branagh'’s
direction and the talented cast ensure that this version remains a lively and enjoyable interpretation
for years to come.

Whether you're a Shakespeare scholar or someone curious about classic literature brought to life on
screen, as you like it 2006 offers a delightful journey into one of the Bard’s most charming comedies.
Its combination of humor, romance, and thoughtful storytelling invites viewers to explore the
enduring power of Shakespeare’s work in a fresh and engaging way.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'As You Like It 2006' about?

As You Like It 2006 is a film adaptation of William Shakespeare's pastoral comedy, focusing on
themes of love, identity, and forgiveness, centered around the characters Rosalind and Orlando.

Who directed 'As You Like It 2006'?

The 2006 adaptation of As You Like It was directed by Kenneth Branagh.

Who stars in the 2006 version of 'As You Like It'?

The film stars Bryce Dallas Howard as Rosalind and David Oyelowo as Orlando.

How faithful is the 2006 adaptation to Shakespeare’s original
play?

The 2006 adaptation remains largely faithful to Shakespeare's original text, preserving much of the
dialogue and plot, while updating some elements for a modern cinematic presentation.

Where was 'As You Like It 2006' filmed?

The film was primarily shot in various outdoor locations in the United Kingdom, including the
countryside to capture the pastoral setting of the Forest of Arden.

What are the main themes explored in 'As You Like It 2006'?

The main themes include love in its various forms, the nature of identity and disguise, the contrast
between court life and pastoral life, and reconciliation.

Is 'As You Like It 2006’ suitable for a family audience?

Yes, the 2006 adaptation is suitable for family viewing as it is a comedic and lighthearted
Shakespearean play with no explicit content.



How was 'As You Like It 2006’ received by critics?

The film received mixed to positive reviews, with praise for its performances and faithful adaptation,
though some critics felt it lacked energy compared to other Shakespeare adaptations.

Where can I watch 'As You Like It 2006'?

As You Like It 2006 can be found on various streaming platforms, DVD, and digital rental services
depending on your region.

What makes the 2006 version of 'As You Like It' unique
compared to other adaptations?

The 2006 adaptation is noted for its naturalistic outdoor cinematography and the chemistry between
the lead actors, offering a fresh and accessible take on Shakespeare's comedy.

Additional Resources
As You Like It 2006: A Contemporary Reimagining of Shakespeare’s Pastoral Classic

as you like it 2006 stands as a distinctive adaptation of William Shakespeare’s beloved pastoral
comedy, blending traditional narrative elements with a modern cinematic sensibility. Directed by
Kenneth Branagh, this film version brings a fresh perspective to one of Shakespeare’s most
performed plays, exploring themes of love, identity, and transformation with a visual and emotional
depth that resonates with 21st-century audiences.

In-depth Analysis of As You Like It 2006

The 2006 adaptation of As You Like It distinguishes itself through its approach to Shakespearean
storytelling, opting for a richly textured setting and a cast that balances classical theatrical talent
with screen charisma. Unlike earlier renditions that favored either stage-like minimalism or heavy
period authenticity, this film situates the narrative in a lush, natural environment that underscores
the play’s exploration of pastoral life versus courtly intrigue.

Kenneth Branagh’s direction is notable for its clarity and respect for Shakespeare’s original
language, while employing cinematic techniques that enhance the emotional accessibility of the
dialogue. The film’s pacing is deliberate, allowing viewers to appreciate the intricate wordplay and
character dynamics without feeling overwhelmed. This balance is crucial in maintaining the integrity
of Shakespeare’s text while making it approachable for contemporary film audiences.

Cast and Performances

The ensemble cast of As You Like It 2006 is a significant factor in the film’s reception. Bryce Dallas
Howard’s portrayal of Rosalind captures the character’s wit, intelligence, and emotional complexity.



Her performance is nuanced, avoiding the trap of rendering Rosalind as merely a comedic heroine
and instead presenting her as a fully realized individual navigating love and self-discovery.

Supporting performances, such as those of Kevin Kline as Duke Senior and Alfred Molina as the
melancholy Jaques, contribute layers of gravitas and humor. The chemistry between cast members
enhances the film’s exploration of romantic and familial relationships, essential to the narrative’s
heart. The inclusion of seasoned actors ensures that even the secondary characters receive
thoughtful interpretation.

Visual and Aesthetic Elements

One of the standout features of As You Like It 2006 is its cinematography and production design.
The choice to shoot in expansive, verdant landscapes aligns with the play’s thematic emphasis on
nature as a space of freedom and transformation. The Forest of Arden is rendered almost as a
character itself, inviting viewers into a world removed from the constraints of courtly life.

Costuming in this production strikes a balance between period and timelessness, avoiding the
extremes of either strict historical accuracy or overly modernized attire. This choice supports the
film’s universal themes, making the story accessible without anchoring it too firmly in a specific era.
The natural lighting and color palette further contribute to the film’s immersive quality.

Adaptation and Script

Adapting Shakespeare’s text for film invariably involves choices about what to include, omit, or
emphasize. As You Like It 2006 remains largely faithful to the original script, preserving much of the
Bard’s poetic language. However, the screenplay is edited judiciously to maintain narrative
momentum and emotional clarity.

Certain scenes have been restructured or condensed to suit the cinematic form, which helps prevent
the story from feeling static or overly theatrical. The film also subtly highlights the play’s comedic
moments without diminishing its philosophical undertones, particularly in the character of Jaques,
whose famous “All the world’s a stage” monologue is delivered with reflective poignancy.

Comparisons with Other Adaptations

When placed alongside other film and stage versions of As You Like It, the 2006 adaptation offers a
unique blend of accessibility and artistic integrity. Unlike the 1936 Laurence Olivier version, which
leans heavily on theatrical conventions, Branagh’s film embraces the possibilities of cinema to create
a more visually expansive experience.

In contrast to more experimental productions, such as the 2009 modern-dress adaptation by the
Royal Shakespeare Company, this film respects the play’s original setting and language while still
feeling fresh. This balance makes it particularly suitable for audiences new to Shakespeare as well
as long-time admirers seeking a faithful yet engaging rendition.



Pros and Cons of the 2006 Adaptation

¢ Pros: Faithful preservation of Shakespeare’s language, strong performances, beautiful
cinematography, balanced pacing, and thoughtful direction.

e Cons: Some viewers may find the pacing slow, occasional theatricality in delivery, and a
conservative approach that might lack bold reinterpretation.

Significance in Contemporary Shakespearean Cinema

As You Like It 2006 contributes to the ongoing dialogue about how Shakespeare’s works can be
adapted for modern audiences. By maintaining the poetic richness of the text while leveraging
cinematic tools, it exemplifies a middle path between tradition and innovation. Its emphasis on
natural settings and emotional sincerity resonates with contemporary viewers’ sensibilities about
authenticity and personal transformation.

Moreover, the film’s exploration of gender roles—central to the play through Rosalind’s cross-
dressing and disguise—aligns with current conversations about identity and performance. This
timeless theme is given new life through the film’s sensitive treatment and strong lead performance.

The 2006 adaptation also stands as a pedagogical resource, frequently used in educational settings
to introduce students to Shakespeare’s work in a format that is visually engaging and linguistically
accessible. It underscores the enduring relevance of Shakespeare’s insights into human nature.

In sum, As You Like It 2006 offers a compelling cinematic journey into one of Shakespeare’s most
delightful comedies, balancing reverence for the original text with the demands of modern
filmmaking. Its thoughtful cast, evocative visuals, and careful adaptation ensure that it remains a
significant entry in the canon of Shakespeare on screen.
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