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10 commandments of black economic power are more than just a list—they represent
a blueprint for fostering sustainable wealth, economic independence, and community
upliftment within the Black community. In a world where systemic barriers have historically
limited access to resources and opportunities, these principles serve as guiding lights to
empower individuals and collective groups alike. Whether you’re an entrepreneur, investor,
or community member, understanding these commandments can inspire actionable steps
toward financial sovereignty and lasting impact.

Understanding the Foundations of Black
Economic Power

Before diving into the specific commandments, it’s important to grasp what black economic
power truly entails. At its core, it’s about control—control over businesses, capital, jobs, and
ultimately, the destiny of the community. This means generating wealth, circulating money
within the community, supporting black-owned enterprises, and fostering networks that
strengthen economic resilience.

The 10 commandments of black economic power serve as guiding principles that
encourage intentionality in how money is earned, spent, saved, and invested. By embracing
these tenets, individuals and communities can break cycles of economic
disenfranchisement and build a legacy of prosperity.

The 10 Commandments of Black Economic Power

1. Thou Shalt Support Black-Owned Businesses

One of the most powerful ways to build economic strength is by circulating dollars within
the community. Supporting black-owned businesses keeps money flowing locally, creates
jobs, and nurtures entrepreneurship. When you choose to buy from black entrepreneurs,
you’re investing in a cycle of growth that benefits everyone.

Look for opportunities to shop at black-owned stores, dine at black-owned restaurants, and
use services from black professionals. Beyond consumer spending, consider partnerships
and collaborations to uplift businesses that share your vision.



2. Thou Shalt Invest in Education and Financial Literacy

Knowledge is power, especially when it comes to managing wealth. Financial literacy
education is a cornerstone of the 10 commandments of black economic power.
Understanding budgeting, credit, investing, and debt management empowers individuals to
make informed decisions and avoid common pitfalls.

Encourage mentorship programs, workshops, and community initiatives focused on
financial education. The more equipped people are to handle money wisely, the stronger
the economic foundation becomes.

3. Thou Shalt Build and Maintain Generational Wealth

Creating wealth that lasts beyond one lifetime is essential for community uplift. This means
not only accumulating assets but also planning for inheritance and legacy. Homeownership,
investing in stocks or businesses, and saving strategically are all vital tools.

Generational wealth provides stability and opportunity for future generations, breaking
cycles of poverty and opening doors to education and entrepreneurship.

4. Thou Shalt Create and Support Black-Owned
Financial Institutions

Access to capital is one of the biggest hurdles faced by many black entrepreneurs and
consumers. Supporting black-owned banks, credit unions, and investment firms helps close
this gap by providing fair lending, tailored financial products, and community-focused
services.

By directing funds toward these institutions, the community strengthens its financial
infrastructure and gains more control over economic resources.

5. Thou Shalt Prioritize Entrepreneurship and
Innovation

Entrepreneurship drives economic independence. Encouraging innovation and the creation
of black-owned startups fuels job creation and wealth accumulation. The 10
commandments of black economic power remind us that owning businesses in key
industries—technology, real estate, healthcare, and more—is crucial.

Support incubators, accelerators, and funding sources that nurture black entrepreneurs.
Celebrate successes and share lessons learned to inspire others.



6. Thou Shalt Build Strong Economic Networks and
Alliances

No one builds wealth in isolation. Networking with other black professionals, business
owners, and investors creates opportunities for collaboration, mentorship, and growth.
Strong alliances amplify purchasing power and increase access to resources.

Attend community events, join professional groups, and engage in cooperative ventures to
strengthen these economic ties.

7. Thou Shalt Advocate for Policy Changes that Promote
Economic Equity

Economic empowerment isn’t just about individual action—it requires systemic change.
Advocating for policies that address wealth disparities, improve access to capital, and
promote fair housing and employment are essential parts of this journey.

Community members must engage with local and national leaders to push for reforms that
create a level playing field.

8. Thou Shalt Practice Fiscal Responsibility and Long-
Term Planning

Impulse spending and short-term thinking can undermine economic progress. The
commandments emphasize the importance of budgeting, saving, investing wisely, and
avoiding high-interest debt.

Developing financial discipline ensures that resources are used strategically to build and
sustain economic power.

9. Thou Shalt Support Black Media and Cultural
Institutions

Media shapes perceptions and narratives, which in turn influence economic behaviors.
Supporting black-owned media outlets, cultural centers, and artistic ventures helps
preserve identity and promotes positive economic stories.

These institutions also serve as platforms for education, advocacy, and community
cohesion.



10. Thou Shalt Give Back and Reinvest in the
Community

True economic power involves lifting others as you climb. Philanthropy, community
development projects, mentorship, and social entrepreneurship ensure that wealth
circulates and benefits the broader community.

Reinvesting profits and time into programs that improve education, housing, and business
development creates a sustainable ecosystem of opportunity.

Applying the Commandments in Everyday Life

Embracing the 10 commandments of black economic power doesn’t require monumental
efforts all at once. Small, consistent actions—like choosing to bank locally, attending
financial workshops, or mentoring young entrepreneurs—can accumulate significant impact
over time.

Individuals can start by auditing their spending habits and identifying black-owned
businesses to support. Families can prioritize financial education with children and plan for
future investments. Communities can organize events that celebrate black
entrepreneurship and advocate collectively for equitable policies.

The Ripple Effect of Black Economic
Empowerment

When these commandments are put into practice, the benefits extend beyond individual
wealth. Strong economic foundations foster healthier communities, better education
systems, improved healthcare access, and more political influence.

Moreover, as black economic power grows, it challenges systemic inequalities and reshapes
the broader economic landscape to be more inclusive and just.

The journey toward economic empowerment is ongoing and dynamic. The 10
commandments of black economic power offer timeless guidance rooted in resilience,
unity, and vision. By embracing these principles, the path to sustainable prosperity
becomes clearer, brighter, and within reach for generations to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the 10 Commandments of Black Economic



Power?
The 10 Commandments of Black Economic Power are a set of principles designed to
promote economic empowerment, self-sufficiency, and wealth building within Black
communities. They emphasize unity, support for Black-owned businesses, financial literacy,
and community investment.

Why are the 10 Commandments of Black Economic
Power important today?
They are important because they provide a framework for addressing economic disparities,
fostering entrepreneurship, and encouraging collective economic growth in Black
communities, which can help close the racial wealth gap and promote long-term prosperity.

How can supporting Black-owned businesses contribute
to economic power?
Supporting Black-owned businesses helps circulate money within the community, creates
jobs, and builds wealth. It strengthens the economic base and promotes sustainability and
independence for future generations.

What role does financial literacy play in the 10
Commandments of Black Economic Power?
Financial literacy is crucial as it equips individuals with the knowledge to manage money
wisely, invest, build credit, and make informed economic decisions, which are foundational
to achieving economic empowerment and stability.

How can individuals and communities implement the 10
Commandments of Black Economic Power?
Implementation can include supporting Black-owned enterprises, educating community
members about finance, investing in local projects, fostering entrepreneurship, promoting
cooperative economics, and encouraging policies that protect and advance Black economic
interests.

Additional Resources
10 Commandments of Black Economic Power: A Blueprint for Sustainable Prosperity

10 commandments of black economic power represent a strategic framework aimed at
fostering economic independence, wealth creation, and community empowerment within
Black communities. As conversations around racial equity and economic justice gain
momentum, understanding these guiding principles is crucial for policymakers,
entrepreneurs, and activists alike. This article delves into the foundational tenets that have
historically underpinned Black economic advancement and continue to serve as vital tools
in the quest for systemic financial empowerment.



Understanding the 10 Commandments of Black
Economic Power

The 10 commandments of black economic power emerged from decades of struggle
against systemic barriers that have limited access to capital, business opportunities, and
wealth accumulation for Black individuals and communities. These commandments are not
merely ideological statements but actionable directives that emphasize collective
responsibility, strategic investment, and economic solidarity.

At their core, these commandments advocate for a multi-faceted approach to economic
empowerment, addressing issues from entrepreneurship and education to political
engagement and community reinvestment. They are designed to serve as a blueprint for
sustainable growth, enabling Black communities to build and retain wealth, reduce
economic disparities, and increase influence within broader economic systems.

1. Build and Support Black-Owned Businesses

A cornerstone of black economic power lies in promoting entrepreneurship and patronage
of Black-owned enterprises. Supporting businesses within the community ensures that
financial resources circulate internally, creating jobs and generating wealth. Studies
indicate that money spent at Black-owned businesses often recirculates within the
community multiple times, amplifying economic impact.

However, access to capital remains a significant challenge. Many Black entrepreneurs face
higher hurdles in securing loans and investment. Addressing these disparities through
community-based funding initiatives and equitable lending practices is essential to fulfilling
this commandment.

2. Prioritize Financial Literacy and Education

Economic empowerment is inseparable from financial knowledge. The 10 commandments
emphasize the necessity of cultivating financial literacy at all levels, from budgeting and
saving to investing and wealth management. Educational programs tailored to the unique
economic realities of Black communities can demystify complex financial instruments and
foster a culture of informed decision-making.

Financial education also combats predatory lending and exploitative financial products that
disproportionately affect Black consumers, thereby protecting wealth and encouraging
generational transfer.

3. Invest in Community Infrastructure

Economic power is reinforced by strong community infrastructure, including housing,
transportation, and commercial development. Investment in these areas not only improves



quality of life but also attracts businesses and capital. The commandments advocate for
strategic reinvestment of profits into community projects, promoting self-sufficiency and
reducing reliance on external entities.

Such investments can take the form of cooperative housing, community-owned banks, or
local development corporations, all contributing to economic resilience.

4. Leverage Political Engagement for Economic Policy
Change

Political influence is a critical lever in shaping economic policies that impact Black
communities. The commandments recognize the importance of voting, advocacy, and
participation in policymaking processes to secure equitable access to resources. Political
engagement can help dismantle discriminatory practices in lending, zoning, and
employment.

Historically, economic power has often followed political empowerment, underscoring the
interconnectedness of these domains in the struggle for equality.

5. Foster Intergenerational Wealth Transfer

A persistent challenge in Black economic advancement is the limited accumulation and
transfer of wealth across generations. The commandments highlight the need for proactive
estate planning, homeownership, and investment strategies that secure wealth for future
generations.

Intergenerational wealth transfer not only stabilizes families economically but also provides
capital for entrepreneurship and education, creating a virtuous cycle of empowerment.

6. Cultivate Strategic Partnerships and Networks

No economic movement thrives in isolation. Building alliances with other communities,
institutions, and sectors expands opportunities and resources. The 10 commandments
encourage the cultivation of networks that can provide mentorship, funding, and market
access.

Collaborative efforts can amplify the reach and impact of Black economic initiatives,
bridging gaps between small businesses and larger economic ecosystems.

7. Emphasize Ownership Over Employment

While employment remains vital, true economic power is often rooted in ownership—of
businesses, property, and intellectual assets. The commandments advocate shifting focus



from merely earning wages to creating assets that generate passive and active income.

Ownership confers autonomy, decision-making authority, and the ability to influence
economic conditions directly, all critical for sustainable economic empowerment.

8. Promote Entrepreneurship as a Pathway to Economic
Freedom

Entrepreneurship is a vehicle for innovation, job creation, and community revitalization. The
commandments underscore the importance of nurturing entrepreneurial skills and
providing access to resources that enable business creation and growth.

Supporting startups and small businesses through incubators, technical assistance, and
capital access is central to this mandate.

9. Support Education and Skill Development Beyond
Traditional Academics

Economic power requires a diverse set of skills, including vocational training, technological
literacy, and business acumen. The commandments call for expanding educational
opportunities to include practical and market-relevant skills that prepare individuals for the
evolving economy.

Bridging educational gaps improves employability and entrepreneurial success, thereby
enhancing economic prospects.

10. Encourage Collective Economic Action and Unity

Perhaps the most unifying commandment is the call for collective action—recognizing that
economic power grows exponentially when communities act in solidarity. Pooling resources,
coordinating spending, and mutual support reinforce the economic base and resist
extractive forces.

This principle echoes historical movements where economic boycotts and cooperative
economics yielded significant gains.

Implications and Challenges in Implementing the
10 Commandments of Black Economic Power

While the 10 commandments of black economic power offer a compelling framework,
practical implementation confronts systemic challenges. Persistent racial wealth gaps,
discriminatory lending practices, and unequal access to education complicate efforts to



realize these principles fully.

Moreover, the fragmentation within and among Black communities sometimes hinders
unified economic strategies. Addressing these obstacles requires coordinated policy
interventions, community leadership, and partnerships across sectors.

Nonetheless, progress is evident in areas such as the growth of Black-owned businesses,
increased political representation, and innovative community development models. Digital
platforms and fintech solutions also present new avenues for financial inclusion and
entrepreneurship.

Conclusion: The Continuing Relevance of the 10
Commandments of Black Economic Power

The 10 commandments of black economic power remain a vital roadmap for achieving
economic justice and prosperity. Their multifaceted approach addresses the structural and
cultural dimensions of economic empowerment, emphasizing ownership, education,
community investment, and political engagement.

As economic landscapes evolve, these principles provide enduring guidance for
empowering Black communities to build wealth, influence, and resilience. Embedding these
commandments into policy, education, and community initiatives can accelerate progress
toward a more equitable economic future.
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