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We Own a Zoo TRUE Story: The Heartwarming Tale Behind the Film

we own a zoo TRUE story is not just a catchy phrase from a popular movie; it’s a genuine narrative

filled with emotion, resilience, and the incredible bond between humans and animals. For those who

have seen the film or heard snippets of the story, the true events behind “We Bought a Zoo” (the

film’s actual title) offer even more depth and inspiration. This article delves into the fascinating real-life

events that inspired the beloved movie, exploring the challenges, triumphs, and lessons learned from

owning and running a zoo.

The Real Story Behind “We Own a Zoo TRUE Story”

The film “We Bought a Zoo” was released in 2011, starring Matt Damon as Benjamin Mee, a widowed

father who decides to buy and renovate a dilapidated zoo to give his family a fresh start. While the film

condenses and dramatizes many events for cinematic effect, the core story is based on the actual

experiences of Benjamin Mee and his family.

In reality, Benjamin Mee, a British journalist, and his family purchased the Dartmoor Wildlife Park in

Devon, England, in 2006. The zoo was in a state of disrepair and faced closure. Determined to save

the animals and create a new life for his family, Mee took on the monumental task of refurbishing the

zoo from the ground up.

The Decision to Buy a Zoo: A Life-Changing Moment

The “we own a zoo TRUE story” begins with Benjamin Mee’s desire for change. After the sudden loss

of his wife, Mee sought a fresh start for himself and his two children. Purchasing the zoo was not just



a business decision; it was a leap of faith driven by hope and the need to heal.

Buying a zoo is no small feat. It meant taking on not only the financial burden but also the

responsibility of caring for numerous animals, ranging from exotic birds to large mammals. The story

highlights how sometimes, life presents unexpected opportunities that can lead to profound personal

growth.

Challenges Faced in Owning and Running a Zoo

Owning a zoo, as the “we own a zoo TRUE story” reveals, is far more complex than it appears on

screen. The Mee family faced numerous obstacles, from logistical and financial difficulties to emotional

challenges.

Financial and Operational Hurdles

One of the biggest challenges was the financial strain. The zoo needed extensive repairs, better

facilities for animals, and compliance with strict animal welfare regulations. Benjamin Mee had to

navigate bureaucratic hurdles, secure funding, and rally support from the local community.

Running a zoo requires expertise in animal care, veterinary support, and knowledge of conservation

practices. The Mees had to assemble a skilled team to ensure the animals’ well-being. This involved

hiring experienced keepers, managing feeding schedules, and addressing unexpected emergencies.

Emotional Journey of Healing and Hope

Beyond the practical challenges, the “we own a zoo TRUE story” is deeply emotional. Benjamin Mee

and his children were dealing with grief and loss while simultaneously striving to create a safe and



nurturing environment for the animals. The zoo became a symbol of hope and renewal—not just for the

family but for the community as well.

The story emphasizes how caring for animals can be therapeutic, offering a sense of purpose and

connection. It also illustrates the resilience of the human spirit in the face of adversity.

Lessons Learned from the We Own a Zoo TRUE Story

The real-life account of owning a zoo offers valuable lessons for anyone considering a major life

change or embarking on an unusual venture.

Passion and Perseverance Are Key

One of the central takeaways is that passion can drive people to accomplish extraordinary things.

Benjamin Mee’s love for the zoo and commitment to the animals fueled his perseverance through

financial struggles and setbacks. This teaches us that dedication and enthusiasm are often more

important than experience when tackling new challenges.

Community Support Makes a Difference

The Mee family’s success was also due to the support they received from the community and zoo

staff. When taking on a project as massive as running a zoo, building relationships and fostering

collaboration can be crucial. This sense of community helped the zoo thrive and became a source of

encouragement for the family.



Adaptability and Learning on the Go

The “we own a zoo TRUE story” shows that you don’t need to be an expert at the start. Benjamin

Mee learned about animal care, zoo management, and business operations through hands-on

experience. Being open to learning and adaptable to changing circumstances was vital in overcoming

the numerous obstacles they faced.

Impact of the Story on Zoo Conservation and Awareness

The story behind “We Bought a Zoo” has inspired many people and brought attention to the

importance of wildlife conservation and animal welfare. By sharing their journey, the Mee family helped

raise awareness about the challenges zoos face and the critical role they play in protecting

endangered species.

Promoting Conservation Efforts

Many zoos today are involved in conservation programs, breeding endangered animals, and educating

the public on environmental issues. The public interest generated by the Mee family’s story has

encouraged greater support for such initiatives, highlighting how individual efforts can contribute to

broader conservation goals.

Encouraging Animal Welfare Standards

The film and the true story behind it also underline the importance of high standards in animal welfare.

The Mee family’s dedication to improving living conditions for the animals demonstrates that zoos can

be more than just entertainment—they can serve as sanctuaries that prioritize the health and happiness

of their inhabitants.



Why the “We Own a Zoo TRUE Story” Resonates with People

There is something universally appealing about the “we own a zoo TRUE story.” It combines elements

of adventure, family drama, personal growth, and a deep connection to nature.

A Story of Family and Healing

At its heart, this story is about a family overcoming tragedy and finding hope through an unexpected

venture. The emotional depth resonates with anyone who has faced loss and sought new beginnings.

Inspiration for Dreamers and Doers

The story inspires those who dream of making a difference or taking bold steps in their lives. It shows

that even when you’re out of your depth, courage and commitment can lead to success.

Connection to Nature and Animals

Finally, the story appeals to animal lovers and advocates for wildlife. It reminds us of the bond

between humans and animals and the responsibility we share in protecting the natural world.

Owning a zoo, as the true story reveals, is not just about managing a business but about embracing a

lifestyle filled with challenges, rewards, and meaningful connections. The Mee family’s journey

continues to inspire, reminding us that with heart and determination, even the wildest dreams can

come true.



Frequently Asked Questions

Is the movie 'We Bought a Zoo' based on a true story?

Yes, 'We Bought a Zoo' is inspired by the true story of Benjamin Mee, who purchased and renovated

the Dartmoor Wildlife Park in England.

Who is Benjamin Mee, the real-life owner featured in 'We Bought a

Zoo'?

Benjamin Mee is a British author and journalist who bought Dartmoor Wildlife Park with his family and

restored it, which inspired the book and the movie 'We Bought a Zoo.'

What challenges did Benjamin Mee face when buying the zoo in real

life?

Benjamin Mee faced financial difficulties, the need for extensive renovations, and the challenge of

meeting animal welfare regulations to reopen the zoo successfully.

How accurately does the film 'We Bought a Zoo' depict the true story

of Benjamin Mee?

While the film captures the spirit of Benjamin Mee’s story, it takes creative liberties with characters and

events for dramatic effect, differing in some details from the real-life events.

What happened to the zoo after Benjamin Mee and his family took

ownership?

After Benjamin Mee purchased the zoo, it was renovated and reopened as the Dartmoor Zoological

Park, which continues to operate and care for a variety of animals.



Additional Resources

We Own a Zoo TRUE Story: Exploring the Reality Behind the Heartwarming Tale

we own a zoo TRUE story is a phrase that often piques curiosity, especially among those familiar with

the 2011 film "We Bought a Zoo," which is based on a real-life narrative. The movie, starring Matt

Damon, captivated audiences with its inspirational tale of a family’s journey to renovate and reopen a

rundown zoo. However, the true story behind this cinematic portrayal offers a more nuanced and

complex view of the challenges and triumphs involved in owning and managing a zoo. This article

investigates the authentic events and realities underlying the popular depiction, providing a well-

rounded understanding of the "we own a zoo TRUE story."

Background: The Original Story of Benjamin Mee and Dartmoor

Zoological Park

The film "We Bought a Zoo" is adapted from the memoir written by Benjamin Mee, a British journalist

and adventurer. In 2006, Mee and his family purchased the Dartmoor Zoological Park, located in

Devon, England. The zoo had been struggling financially and was under threat of closure. Mee’s

decision to buy the zoo was driven by a combination of personal motivation and a desire to save the

animals and preserve the park’s legacy.

Unlike the Hollywood adaptation, which condenses and dramatizes many events, the real-life story

involved years of dedication, extensive renovation, and overcoming bureaucratic hurdles. The Mee

family invested significant effort to meet the stringent regulations necessary for zoo licensing and

animal welfare standards in the UK.

Challenges Faced in the True Story



Owning a zoo is not simply a passion project; it comes with substantial operational, financial, and

ethical responsibilities. The true story reveals several challenges that differed from the streamlined film

narrative:

Regulatory Compliance: Achieving and maintaining a zoo license required meeting high

standards for animal care, enclosure safety, and visitor facilities. This process involved regular

inspections and upgrades.

Financial Burden: The costs of renovation, animal care, staffing, and ongoing maintenance put

significant pressure on the Mee family’s resources. The zoo was not an immediate financial

success and relied on community support and fundraising.

Emotional and Physical Strain: Running the zoo was a full-time commitment, impacting the

family’s personal lives and relationships. The emotional toll of caring for animals, some of which

were rescued from difficult circumstances, was considerable.

Comparing the Film to Reality

The "we own a zoo TRUE story" is often contrasted with its Hollywood adaptation for accuracy. While

the film captures the essence of hope and renewal, there are notable differences:

Timeline and Events

The movie compresses timelines for dramatic effect. In reality, the process from purchase to reopening

spanned over two years. The film omits certain details, such as the full extent of the bureaucratic

challenges and the depth of financial risk.



Family Dynamics and Characters

Some characters and events were fictionalized or altered to enhance narrative appeal. The film

focuses heavily on Benjamin Mee and his daughter Rosie, but the real-life family dynamics were more

complex and involved multiple members contributing to the zoo’s revival.

Animal Welfare Depictions

Both the film and the true story emphasize animal welfare. However, the real story underscores

ongoing efforts to improve living conditions for the animals, including collaborations with veterinary

experts and animal welfare organizations, which are only briefly touched upon in the movie.

Significance of the Dartmoor Zoological Park Today

Since its reopening, Dartmoor Zoological Park has evolved into a notable example of a community-

supported zoo emphasizing conservation and education. The true story highlights the zoo’s transition

from a failing business to a platform for wildlife awareness and rescue.

Community Engagement and Conservation Efforts

The zoo has engaged local communities through educational programs, volunteer opportunities, and

partnerships with conservation groups. This approach aligns with modern trends in zoological

management, where zoos serve as centers for conservation and public education rather than mere

entertainment venues.



Animal Rescue and Rehabilitation

An important aspect of the zoo’s mission has been rescuing exotic animals from poor conditions

elsewhere. This reflects a broader trend in zoological parks focusing on rehabilitation and ethical

treatment, which was a driving motivation behind the Mee family’s purchase.

Lessons and Insights from the We Own a Zoo True Story

The story offers valuable insights into the realities of zoo ownership, especially for those considering

similar ventures or interested in animal conservation:

Dedication and Resilience Are Crucial: Saving a zoo requires long-term commitment, financial1.

investment, and the ability to navigate complex legal and ethical frameworks.

Community Support Matters: Engaging local communities and building a network of supporters2.

can be pivotal for sustainability.

Animal Welfare Is Paramount: Ensuring high standards of animal care is essential, not just for3.

licensing but for the ethical integrity of the zoo.

Transparency and Realism: The true story reminds audiences that behind inspiring tales are real-4.

world difficulties that demand honest acknowledgment.

Impact on Public Perception of Zoos



The "we own a zoo TRUE story" has contributed to shifting public perceptions of zoos. It highlights the

potential for zoos to be agents of positive change when managed responsibly. This narrative contrasts

with criticisms often directed at zoos regarding animal captivity and welfare concerns.

Conclusion: Beyond the Screen – Understanding the True Story

The genuine story behind "We Bought a Zoo" reveals a multifaceted journey marked by perseverance,

challenges, and a genuine passion for animal welfare. While the film serves as an accessible and

uplifting introduction, the real-life narrative provides a more detailed and realistic perspective on what it

means to own and operate a zoo. For wildlife enthusiasts, conservationists, and curious readers, the

"we own a zoo TRUE story" is a testament to the complex intersection of human ambition, animal

care, and community involvement in the world of zoological parks.
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