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Per Scholas Software Engineering Assessment: What to Expect and How to Prepare

per scholas software engineering assessment is a critical step for aspiring software engineers
looking to join one of the most reputable tech training programs in the United States. For those
unfamiliar, Per Scholas is a nonprofit organization that provides tuition-free tech training to
individuals from underrepresented communities, helping them launch careers in technology. The
software engineering assessment is designed to evaluate candidates’ foundational technical skills
and readiness for the rigorous curriculum ahead. Understanding what this assessment entails and
how to prepare for it can significantly improve your chances of acceptance and success.

Understanding the Per Scholas Software Engineering
Assessment

Before diving into preparation tips, it’s important to grasp the purpose and structure of the Per
Scholas software engineering assessment. This test acts as a gatekeeper to ensure that candidates
possess the fundamental problem-solving and coding skills necessary to thrive in the program. It
typically evaluates logical reasoning, programming basics, and sometimes even practical coding
exercises.

What Does the Assessment Cover?

The assessment generally focuses on areas such as:

Basic Programming Concepts: Understanding variables, data types, loops, and conditionals.

Problem-Solving Skills: Ability to break down problems and apply logical reasoning.

Data Structures and Algorithms: Simple algorithms, arrays, strings, and lists may be
tested.

Technical Aptitude: Sometimes includes multiple-choice questions about computer science
fundamentals.

While the exact content can vary slightly depending on location and cohort, these core areas remain
consistent. The test is designed to be accessible but challenging enough to identify committed
candidates who have a baseline understanding of software engineering principles.



Format and Duration

Typically, the Per Scholas software engineering assessment is a timed test, lasting anywhere from
60 to 90 minutes. The format may include multiple-choice questions, short coding exercises, and
sometimes written responses explaining thought processes or solutions.

The assessment is often administered online, allowing candidates to take it remotely. This format
means it’s essential to have a quiet environment with a reliable internet connection to avoid
distractions or technical issues during the test.

Why the Assessment Matters

Per Scholas receives many applications for its software engineering programs, making the
assessment a crucial filter. It helps the admissions team gauge who has the aptitude and mindset to
succeed in an intensive, hands-on learning environment. Passing the assessment is not just about
technical skills but also about demonstrating problem-solving ability and determination.

Moreover, the assessment sets the tone for the type of learning you’ll encounter in the program. Per
Scholas emphasizes practical, project-based learning, so being comfortable with coding exercises
and logical reasoning from the start is a big advantage.

How to Prepare for the Per Scholas Software
Engineering Assessment

Preparation is key to feeling confident on test day. Below are effective strategies to help you get
ready for the Per Scholas software engineering assessment.

Brush Up on Basic Programming Skills

If you’re new to coding, start by mastering fundamental programming concepts. Languages like
Python or JavaScript are often recommended because of their simplicity and widespread use. Focus
on:

Understanding syntax and writing simple functions

Working with variables, loops, and conditionals

Manipulating arrays and strings

Basic input/output operations



Many free online platforms such as Codecademy, freeCodeCamp, and Khan Academy offer beginner-
friendly courses that cover these topics.

Practice Logical Reasoning and Problem-Solving

Logical thinking is at the heart of software engineering. Engage in exercises that challenge your
ability to think algorithmically. For example, try solving puzzles, brainteasers, or beginner-level
coding challenges on websites like HackerRank or LeetCode.

This practice will improve your ability to approach problems methodically, which is critical for the
assessment and real-world programming.

Take Sample Assessments and Tests

Familiarity with the test format can drastically reduce anxiety. Search for sample Per Scholas
software engineering assessments or similar coding tests online. Time yourself while taking these
practice exams to simulate real test conditions.

Review your answers thoroughly, especially the ones you got wrong, to understand your mistakes
and avoid repeating them.

Join Study Groups or Coding Communities

Learning with others can be motivating and insightful. Consider joining online forums, local coding
meetups, or social media groups focused on Per Scholas or software engineering bootcamps.
Members often share tips, resources, and even mock assessments that can provide valuable
exposure.

Focus on Time Management

Since the assessment is timed, practice solving problems efficiently without sacrificing accuracy.
Develop a strategy to allocate appropriate time to different question types and avoid getting stuck
on difficult items.

Common Challenges and How to Overcome Them

Many candidates find certain aspects of the Per Scholas software engineering assessment tricky, but
knowing these challenges ahead of time can help you tackle them effectively.



Feeling Overwhelmed by Coding Problems

It’s common to feel intimidated by coding challenges, especially if you’re new to programming.
Break problems into smaller parts and approach them step-by-step. Remember, the goal is to
demonstrate logical thinking, not necessarily to write perfect code.

Managing Test Anxiety

Test nerves can undermine your performance. Practice relaxation techniques such as deep breathing
or mindfulness right before the assessment. Being well-prepared also naturally boosts confidence.

Technical Difficulties During the Test

If your assessment is online, technical glitches can happen. Ensure your computer and internet
connection are reliable. Have a backup plan such as a secondary device or location, and reach out to
Per Scholas support if issues arise.

What Happens After the Assessment?

Once you complete the Per Scholas software engineering assessment, the admissions team reviews
your results alongside other application materials like your interview and background. If you pass,
you’ll likely move onto the next stage, which may include interviews or additional evaluations.

Successful candidates will then gain access to Per Scholas’s comprehensive training program, which
covers various software engineering topics, hands-on projects, and career support. The assessment
is just the beginning of an exciting journey toward a tech career.

---

Preparing for the Per Scholas software engineering assessment might feel daunting at first, but with
clear understanding, focused practice, and the right mindset, you can approach it confidently. This
assessment is not merely a test; it’s a stepping stone that opens doors to valuable learning
opportunities and a promising future in software engineering. Whether you’re a complete beginner
or someone brushing up on skills, investing time in preparation will pay off as you embark on this
transformative educational experience.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Per Scholas Software Engineering Assessment?
The Per Scholas Software Engineering Assessment is a skills evaluation used by Per Scholas to
determine a candidate's proficiency in software engineering concepts and coding abilities as part of



their training program admission process.

What topics are covered in the Per Scholas Software
Engineering Assessment?
The assessment typically covers programming fundamentals, problem-solving, data structures,
algorithms, and sometimes basic web development concepts to evaluate a candidate's readiness for
the software engineering program.

How can I prepare for the Per Scholas Software Engineering
Assessment?
Preparation can include practicing coding problems on platforms like LeetCode or HackerRank,
reviewing programming basics in languages such as Java or Python, and understanding fundamental
computer science concepts.

What programming languages are used in the Per Scholas
Software Engineering Assessment?
The assessment often focuses on popular languages like Java, Python, or JavaScript, but candidates
should verify with Per Scholas directly for the specific language requirements.

Is the Per Scholas Software Engineering Assessment timed?
Yes, the assessment is usually timed to simulate real-world problem-solving conditions and to
evaluate how efficiently candidates can write and debug code under pressure.

Are there any practice tests available for the Per Scholas
Software Engineering Assessment?
While Per Scholas does not officially provide practice tests, candidates can use general software
engineering and coding assessment practice resources available online to prepare.

What is the difficulty level of the Per Scholas Software
Engineering Assessment?
The difficulty level is generally designed to assess entry-level software engineering skills, focusing
on fundamental programming and logical thinking abilities rather than advanced topics.

Can I retake the Per Scholas Software Engineering
Assessment if I fail?
Per Scholas policies on retaking assessments may vary, so it is best to contact the program
coordinators to inquire about retake opportunities and any waiting periods.



How important is the Per Scholas Software Engineering
Assessment for admission?
The assessment is a critical part of the admission process, as it helps Per Scholas identify candidates
with the foundational skills necessary to succeed in their rigorous software engineering training.

What resources does Per Scholas provide to help candidates
prepare for the Software Engineering Assessment?
Per Scholas may offer orientation sessions, study guides, or workshops to help candidates prepare,
so interested individuals should reach out to their local Per Scholas campus for available resources.

Additional Resources
Per Scholas Software Engineering Assessment: A Comprehensive Review

per scholas software engineering assessment has increasingly become a vital step for
candidates seeking to enter the competitive world of software development through Per Scholas’
rigorous training programs. Known for its commitment to providing tuition-free tech education to
underserved communities, Per Scholas evaluates prospective students with a detailed software
engineering assessment designed to gauge both foundational knowledge and problem-solving skills.
This article explores the nuances of the Per Scholas software engineering assessment, its structure,
effectiveness, and how it compares to other industry-standard evaluation methods.

Understanding the Per Scholas Software Engineering
Assessment

The Per Scholas software engineering assessment serves as a gatekeeper for one of the most
respected nonprofit tech training institutes in the United States. It aims to identify candidates with
the potential to thrive in a demanding software engineering curriculum, which covers languages like
Java, Python, and JavaScript, alongside core concepts such as algorithms, data structures, and
system design.

Unlike generic coding tests used by many bootcamps, Per Scholas’ assessment is tailored to reflect
real-world scenarios and practical problem-solving capabilities. This alignment with actual job
requirements ensures that students not only pass the test but are also prepared for the challenges
they will face in their software engineering careers.

Structure and Content of the Assessment

The assessment typically comprises multiple components designed to evaluate a candidate’s
technical aptitude and critical thinking skills:



Coding Challenges: Candidates solve algorithmic problems using popular programming
languages. These problems test logic, efficiency, and the ability to write clean, maintainable
code.

Technical Knowledge Questions: These questions assess understanding of data structures,
object-oriented programming, and basic computer science principles.

Logical Reasoning: Some parts incorporate logic puzzles or pattern recognition tasks to
evaluate problem-solving speed and accuracy.

Soft Skills Evaluation: While primarily technical, the assessment process may also include
interviews or situational judgment tests to gauge communication skills and cultural fit.

The assessment is timed, usually lasting between 1.5 to 3 hours, depending on the cohort and
location. Candidates are encouraged to prepare thoroughly, as the process is competitive and aims
to select individuals who can handle the accelerated pace of Per Scholas’ curriculum.

Comparison with Other Tech Bootcamp Assessments

When benchmarked against other coding bootcamps and technical training programs, the Per
Scholas software engineering assessment stands out for its inclusivity and practical focus. While
some assessments lean heavily on theoretical computer science or advanced algorithmic problems,
Per Scholas balances foundational knowledge with real-world coding tasks.

For example, platforms like General Assembly or Flatiron School often emphasize front-end and full-
stack development skills, whereas Per Scholas integrates system-level understanding and backend
logic more thoroughly. Additionally, Per Scholas’ commitment to removing financial barriers means
its assessment often targets a wider demographic, requiring a design that fairly evaluates
candidates with diverse educational backgrounds.

Preparing for the Per Scholas Software Engineering
Assessment

Effective preparation strategies can dramatically improve a candidate’s performance on the Per
Scholas software engineering assessment. Given the assessment’s emphasis on practical coding and
problem solving, candidates benefit from a structured study plan that includes the following
elements:

Mastering Core Programming Concepts: Deepening knowledge in languages commonly
used by Per Scholas, such as Java or Python, is critical.

Practicing Algorithmic Challenges: Utilizing platforms like LeetCode, HackerRank, or
CodeSignal to hone problem-solving speed and accuracy.



Reviewing Data Structures: Understanding arrays, linked lists, trees, and hash maps, along
with their real-world applications.

Mock Assessments: Taking timed practice tests to simulate the assessment environment and
manage time efficiently.

Building Debugging Skills: Being able to quickly identify and resolve errors is crucial
during the timed assessment.

Additionally, engaging in coding communities and study groups can provide valuable peer support
and expose candidates to a wider range of problems and solutions.

Challenges Faced by Candidates

Despite its fair design, the Per Scholas software engineering assessment can be challenging for
many applicants, particularly those without formal computer science education. Some common
hurdles include:

Time Constraints: The timed nature of the assessment puts pressure on candidates to think
and code quickly.

Varied Difficulty Levels: Questions can range from basic syntax to complex algorithmic
logic, demanding versatility.

Non-technical Barriers: Candidates from non-traditional backgrounds may struggle with test
anxiety or unfamiliarity with standardized assessment formats.

Per Scholas addresses some of these challenges by offering pre-assessment workshops and support
resources to help applicants prepare effectively.

Impact and Outcomes of the Assessment Process

The Per Scholas software engineering assessment plays a crucial role in the institute’s mission to
create pathways to tech careers for underrepresented communities. By rigorously evaluating
applicants, Per Scholas ensures that students admitted to the program are well-equipped to succeed
and complete the intensive training.

Data from recent cohorts indicate that candidates who pass the assessment have a significantly
higher graduation rate and job placement success compared to those admitted through less selective
processes. This correlation underscores the assessment’s effectiveness as a predictive tool for both
student performance and long-term career outcomes.

Moreover, employers partnering with Per Scholas frequently cite the thoroughness of the



assessment as a reason they trust the quality of graduates, which in turn enhances the program’s
reputation and industry connections.

Future Developments and Innovations

As the technology landscape evolves, so too does the Per Scholas software engineering assessment.
Emerging trends and possible enhancements include:

Incorporation of Automated Coding Environments: To provide real-time feedback and
reduce grading time.

Expanded Focus on Soft Skills: Recognizing that communication and teamwork are critical
in software engineering roles.

Adaptive Testing Models: Customizing question difficulty based on candidate responses to
better assess skill levels.

Remote Assessment Options: Increasing accessibility for candidates unable to attend in-
person testing sessions.

These innovations reflect Per Scholas’ commitment to maintaining a relevant and equitable
assessment process aligned with industry standards.

In summary, the Per Scholas software engineering assessment is a thoughtfully designed,
multifaceted evaluation that serves as a reliable indicator of candidate readiness for intensive
software engineering training. Its balance of technical rigor and inclusivity positions it as a notable
example of how nonprofit education providers can effectively prepare diverse talent for the demands
of the tech workforce.
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