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Edgar Rice Burroughs A Princess of Mars: A Timeless Journey to the Red Planet

edgar rice burroughs a princess of mars is more than just a title; it marks the beginning of one of the most
influential science fiction sagas ever written. First published in 1912, this novel introduced readers to a
thrilling blend of adventure, romance, and speculative fiction set on the mysterious planet of
Barsoom—known to us as Mars. Over a century later, its impact resonates through the genre and pop
culture, inspiring countless adaptations, homages, and new explorations of planetary romance.

If you’re curious about why Edgar Rice Burroughs’s work remains a cornerstone in science fiction, or if
you want to uncover the story behind the novel and its enduring appeal, this article will guide you
through the fascinating world of A Princess of Mars.

The Genesis of Edgar Rice Burroughs A Princess of Mars

In the early 20th century, Edgar Rice Burroughs was already gaining recognition for his Tarzan series.
However, it was his leap into the realm of science fiction with A Princess of Mars that truly showcased his
imaginative genius. The story first appeared as a serialized novel in the pulp magazine *The All-Story* in
1912, captivating readers with its vivid depiction of an alien world and heroic exploits.

Burroughs’s inspiration stemmed from the popular fascination with Mars at the time. The planet was often
depicted as a place of mystery and potential life, especially following astronomers’ observations of “canals”
on its surface. Burroughs tapped into this intrigue, crafting a world where swordplay and technology
coexisted, and cultures clashed in epic fashion.

Plot Overview: The Story of John Carter and Dejah Thoris

At its heart, Edgar Rice Burroughs A Princess of Mars follows John Carter, a Confederate veteran
mysteriously transported to Mars. There, he discovers he has enhanced strength and agility due to the
planet’s lower gravity. The story chronicles his encounters with various Martian races, including the fierce
green Tharks and the sophisticated red Martians.

One of the most compelling aspects of the novel is Carter's relationship with Dejah Thoris, the titular
princess of Helium. Their romance is woven into a larger narrative of political intrigue, war, and survival,
making the story both intimate and grand in scope.



Why Edgar Rice Burroughs A Princess of Mars Still Matters

More than a century after its publication, A Princess of Mars continues to captivate readers for several
reasons. Its blend of action, romance, and speculative world-building set a precedent for future science
fiction and fantasy works.

Influence on Science Fiction and Planetary Romance

Edgar Rice Burroughs is often credited as a pioneer of the planetary romance subgenre—a category of
science fiction that emphasizes exotic alien settings and swashbuckling adventures over hard scientific
accuracy. This novel's imaginative depiction of Mars, complete with distinct civilizations and cultures, laid
the groundwork for similar stories by later authors like Ray Bradbury and Leigh Brackett.

The novel’s impact extends beyond literature. It’s echoed in films, comics, and video games, highlighting
the timeless appeal of heroic journeys on alien worlds.

Innovative World-Building and Cultural Depth

A Princess of Mars offers a surprisingly detailed vision of Martian society. Burroughs created multiple races
with their own customs, languages, and political structures. This depth helped immerse readers in the
story, making Barsoom feel like a living, breathing world rather than a mere backdrop.

For writers and creators, the novel serves as a masterclass in world-building—demonstrating how to embed
social and cultural complexities within an adventurous plotline.

The Characters That Bring Barsoom to Life

Understanding the characters in Edgar Rice Burroughs A Princess of Mars is key to appreciating its lasting
legacy.

John Carter: The Reluctant Hero

John Carter is a fascinating protagonist because he combines the qualities of a classic hero with the
perspective of an outsider. His arrival on Mars and quick adaptation to its challenges make him a figure
readers can root for. His moral compass, courage, and sense of honor drive much of the story’s momentum.



Dejah Thoris: The Strong-Willed Princess

Dejah Thoris is far from a passive damsel in distress. She is intelligent, brave, and politically savvy,
embodying a progressive notion of female characters for the early 1900s. Her dynamic with John Carter
adds emotional depth and stakes to the novel’s action scenes.

Edgar Rice Burroughs A Princess of Mars in Popular Culture

The novel’s influence stretches well beyond literature, permeating various media and continuing to inspire
new generations.

Film and Television Adaptations

One of the more notable adaptations is the 2012 film *John Carter*, which brought the story to a modern
audience with state-of-the-art visual effects. Although the movie had mixed commercial success, it
introduced many to the rich lore of Barsoom.

Earlier adaptations and animated versions have also attempted to capture the essence of the story, each
interpreting the source material in unique ways.

Comics, Graphic Novels, and Video Games

The vivid imagery and action-packed narrative of Edgar Rice Burroughs A Princess of Mars naturally lent
itself to comics and graphic novels. Numerous publishers have released versions retelling or expanding on
the original story.

In addition, video games inspired by Barsoom’s landscapes and characters allow players to experience the
thrill of Martian adventure firsthand, blending storytelling with interactive entertainment.

Tips for New Readers of A Princess of Mars

If you’re considering diving into Edgar Rice Burroughs A Princess of Mars, here are some helpful pointers
to enhance your reading experience:



Embrace the pulp style: The prose reflects the early 20th-century pulp fiction style, which may feel
different from modern narratives. Enjoy the fast pace and vivid descriptions.

Appreciate the historical context: Understanding the era in which Burroughs wrote can deepen your
appreciation for the novel’s themes and character dynamics.

Explore the series: A Princess of Mars is just the first book in the Barsoom series. The subsequent
novels expand the universe and develop the characters further.

Look beyond the science: The novel prioritizes adventure and drama over scientific realism, so
suspend disbelief and enjoy the imaginative journey.

Legacy and Continued Relevance

Edgar Rice Burroughs A Princess of Mars remains a seminal work that continues to inspire creators and
readers alike. Its imaginative scope and pioneering spirit are testaments to the power of storytelling to
transport us beyond the stars.

As interest in Mars exploration grows in real life, the novel’s depiction of a vibrant, dangerous, and
beautiful Red Planet keeps capturing hearts and minds—reminding us that sometimes, the best journeys
are those taken through the pages of a book.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'A Princess of Mars' by Edgar Rice Burroughs about?
'A Princess of Mars' is a science fiction novel that follows John Carter, a Confederate veteran who is
mysteriously transported to Mars (called Barsoom), where he encounters various alien races and becomes
involved in their conflicts, ultimately falling in love with the Martian princess Dejah Thoris.

When was 'A Princess of Mars' first published?
'A Princess of Mars' was first published as a serialized story in the magazine 'The All-Story' in 1912 before
being released as a novel in 1917.

Who is the main protagonist in 'A Princess of Mars'?
The main protagonist is John Carter, a former Confederate soldier who finds himself on Mars and becomes a



heroic figure in the planet's complex society.

What inspired Edgar Rice Burroughs to write 'A Princess of Mars'?
Edgar Rice Burroughs was inspired by the popularity of adventure and fantasy stories of his time, as well
as his interest in planetary romance and the idea of exploring strange new worlds.

How did 'A Princess of Mars' influence science fiction and popular
culture?
'A Princess of Mars' helped popularize the planetary romance genre and influenced many later works of
science fiction, inspiring authors like Ray Bradbury and filmmakers with its themes of interplanetary
adventure and heroism.

Are there any film adaptations of 'A Princess of Mars'?
Yes, the novel has been adapted into films, most notably the 2012 movie 'John Carter' produced by Disney,
which brought the story to a modern audience with visual effects and a cinematic retelling.

What themes are explored in 'A Princess of Mars'?
The novel explores themes such as heroism, honor, cultural conflict, love across different worlds, and the
clash between civilization and barbarism on the planet Mars.

Additional Resources
Edgar Rice Burroughs A Princess of Mars: A Timeless Sci-Fi Classic Explored

edgar rice burroughs a princess of mars stands as a groundbreaking work in the science fiction genre,
introducing readers to a vivid world of adventure set on the mysterious planet of Barsoom, better known
as Mars. Since its original publication in 1912, this novel has not only captivated generations of readers but
also laid the foundation for modern planetary romance and space opera narratives. This article delves into
the enduring appeal, narrative structure, and cultural significance of Burroughs’ work, while examining its
influence on contemporary science fiction and popular culture.

Historical Context and Literary Significance

Edgar Rice Burroughs, best known for creating the iconic character Tarzan, ventured into the realm of
speculative fiction with "A Princess of Mars," the first book in his Barsoom series. At a time when space
exploration was purely speculative and Mars was shrouded in mystery, Burroughs imagined a richly



detailed world inhabited by diverse civilizations, strange creatures, and heroic figures. This novel emerged
during the early 20th century’s fascination with planetary romance, a subgenre combining elements of
fantasy, adventure, and science fiction.

The novel’s significance lies in its pioneering approach to world-building. Burroughs meticulously crafted
the geography, societies, and politics of Barsoom, presenting Mars as a dying planet with a complex
ecosystem and multiple warring factions. This level of detail was unprecedented and set a new standard for
speculative fiction authors. Moreover, through the protagonist John Carter, Burroughs introduced the
concept of a human transported to an alien world, a trope that has since become a staple in science fiction
literature.

Plot Overview and Narrative Style

"A Princess of Mars" follows John Carter, a Confederate veteran mysteriously transported to Mars. There,
he discovers that his Earthly strength is amplified due to Mars’ lower gravity, enabling him to perform
extraordinary feats. The story unfolds as Carter becomes embroiled in the planet’s intertribal conflicts,
eventually rescuing and falling in love with Dejah Thoris, a Martian princess.

Burroughs’ narrative style is marked by straightforward prose that prioritizes action and vivid descriptions.
His use of first-person narration immerses readers in Carter’s experiences, making the alien world of
Barsoom tangible and relatable. The novel deftly balances exciting battle scenes with moments of political
intrigue and romance, maintaining a pace that appeals to both casual readers and dedicated sci-fi enthusiasts.

Thematic Exploration and Character Dynamics

The themes in "A Princess of Mars" resonate beyond its surface adventure. Central to the novel is the
exploration of heroism and honor, embodied by John Carter’s chivalrous conduct and unwavering loyalty.
His interactions with Martian cultures illuminate issues of identity and otherness, as Carter navigates
unfamiliar customs while asserting his own values.

Dejah Thoris, the titular princess, is more than a mere damsel in distress. While the novel reflects its early
20th-century context, Thoris exhibits agency and courage, contributing actively to the plot. The dynamic
between Carter and Thoris adds emotional depth, highlighting themes of cross-cultural understanding and
alliance.

The conflict between various Martian races also serves as an allegory for human struggles, touching upon
themes of war, survival, and the consequences of environmental degradation on a civilization. Barsoom’s
depiction as a dying world adds a layer of poignancy, reflecting contemporary anxieties about technological
progress and ecological sustainability.



Influence on Science Fiction and Popular Culture

Edgar Rice Burroughs’ "A Princess of Mars" has had a profound impact on science fiction literature and
media. It popularized the concept of "sword and planet," blending swashbuckling adventure with
extraterrestrial settings. Subsequent authors such as Ray Bradbury and Michael Moorcock have
acknowledged Burroughs’ influence on their own Martian narratives and heroic fantasies.

In popular culture, the story has been adapted into comic books, graphic novels, and films, including the
2012 movie "John Carter." While adaptations have met with mixed critical and commercial reception, they
underscore the novel’s lasting appeal and the fascination with Mars as a setting for human imagination.

Moreover, "A Princess of Mars" contributed to shaping the portrayal of Mars in science fiction before the
advent of space probes and scientific data revealed the planet’s harsh realities. Its romanticized vision of
Mars as a world of deserts, canals, and ancient civilizations inspired a wave of speculative works that
balanced scientific curiosity with mythic storytelling.

Comparative Analysis: A Princess of Mars and Contemporary Sci-
Fi

When compared to modern science fiction, Burroughs’ work stands out for its focus on adventure and
heroism rather than hard science. Contemporary sci-fi often emphasizes scientific accuracy and complex
sociopolitical commentary, whereas "A Princess of Mars" embraces imaginative escapism.

However, the novel’s emphasis on character-driven storytelling and world-building remains relevant.
Today's science fiction writers continue to draw inspiration from Barsoom’s richly textured setting and the
archetype of the outsider hero navigating alien worlds.

In terms of narrative structure, Burroughs’ straightforward, episodic format contrasts with the often
nonlinear or multi-perspective approaches favored today. Yet, this simplicity contributes to the novel’s
accessibility and enduring popularity.

Pros and Cons of Edgar Rice Burroughs’ Approach

Pros:

Inventive and immersive world-building that sparked the imagination of readers for over a
century.



Engaging protagonist whose human traits make the alien setting relatable.

Blend of action, romance, and political intrigue appealing to diverse audiences.

Cons:

Certain elements reflect early 20th-century cultural biases, including racial and gender
stereotypes.

Limited scientific realism by modern standards, which may challenge contemporary readers
accustomed to hard sci-fi.

Some characterizations and plot devices may appear simplistic or dated in today’s literary
landscape.

The Legacy of Edgar Rice Burroughs’ Mars Saga

The legacy of "A Princess of Mars" is multifaceted, encompassing literary innovation, genre development,
and cultural impact. Burroughs’ vision of Mars has become a foundation upon which many science fiction
narratives build, influencing everything from pulp magazines to blockbuster films.

The novel also serves as an early example of transmedia storytelling, with its narrative expanding across
various formats and adaptations. Its continued relevance in academic and fan discussions underscores the
novel’s role in shaping the collective imagination about the Red Planet.

In a broader sense, "A Princess of Mars" reflects humanity’s perennial fascination with exploration and the
unknown. Through John Carter’s journey, readers confront themes of courage, identity, and the clash of
civilizations—concepts as pertinent today as they were over a century ago.

As space exploration progresses and real Mars missions capture public attention, revisiting Burroughs’ work
provides valuable insight into how fiction has historically interpreted and enriched our understanding of
other worlds. Edgar Rice Burroughs’ "A Princess of Mars" remains a touchstone of science fiction, inviting
new generations to embark on heroic adventures beyond Earth’s horizons.
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