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Cost of Florida Real Estate Exam: What You Need to Know Before Taking the
Test

Cost of Florida real estate exam is one of the first questions that aspiring
real estate agents ask when planning their path to licensure. Navigating the
expenses involved can feel overwhelming, especially with various fees
associated with education, testing, and licensing. Understanding all the
costs upfront not only helps you budget effectively but also allows you to
focus on what really matters—passing the exam and launching your real estate
career.

If you're considering becoming a licensed real estate agent in Florida, it’s
essential to get a clear picture of the financial commitment involved. From
the exam fee itself to additional costs like pre-licensing courses and
application fees, this article breaks down the expenses and offers helpful
tips to manage them wisely.

Breaking Down the Cost of Florida Real Estate
Exam

When people talk about the cost of the Florida real estate exam, they often
mean the fee charged for actually taking the state licensing exam. This fee
is just one piece of the larger puzzle that includes education and
application expenses.

Exam Fee

The Florida Department of Business and Professional Regulation (DBPR) sets
the exam fee for the real estate sales associate licensing exam. Currently,
the fee to take the exam is approximately $36 per attempt. This fee is paid
directly to the testing service, Pearson VUE, which administers the exam.

Keep in mind that if you need to retake the exam, you’ll be responsible for
paying the fee each time. Many candidates budget for multiple attempts just
in case, as the exam covers a wide range of topics including property
ownership, contracts, finance, and Florida real estate law.

Pre-Licensing Education Costs

Before you can sit for the exam, Florida requires candidates to complete 63
hours of approved pre-licensing education. These courses cover critical areas



like real estate principles, practices, and legal aspects.

The cost of these courses can vary widely depending on the provider and the
format you choose—whether online or in-person. Expect to pay anywhere from
$150 to $400 for a reputable course. Many providers offer payment plans or
bundled packages that include exam prep materials.

Investing in a quality pre-licensing course is crucial because it prepares
you not only to pass the exam but also to build a solid foundation for your
real estate career.

Application and Licensing Fees

After passing the exam, you’ll need to apply for your real estate license
with the DBPR. The application fee is currently around $83.75. This fee
covers the processing of your application and fingerprinting/background
check, which are mandatory for licensure.

Fingerprinting costs can vary depending on the service provider, typically
ranging between $50 and $70. Some applicants find it convenient to schedule
fingerprinting through the same company handling the background check.

Additional Costs to Consider When Budgeting

While the exam and licensing fees form the bulk of the initial expenses,
there are other costs that aspiring Florida real estate agents should keep in
mind.

Exam Prep Materials and Practice Tests

Passing the Florida real estate exam requires thorough preparation. Many
candidates invest in additional study guides, flashcards, or online practice
tests to boost their confidence. Depending on the resource, these materials
can cost anywhere from $20 to $100.

Some pre-licensing courses include access to practice exams and study aids,

which can offer better value. It's wise to compare what'’s included before
purchasing supplementary materials separately.

Continuing Education and License Renewal

Although this isn’t an upfront cost, new licensees should plan for ongoing
education expenses. Florida requires real estate agents to complete 14 hours



of continuing education every two years to maintain their license. The cost
for these courses typically ranges between $30 and $100.

Staying on top of continuing education ensures compliance with state
regulations and keeps your knowledge current, which is vital for a successful
real estate career.

Tips to Manage the Cost of Florida Real Estate
Exam Effectively

Budgeting for your real estate license can feel challenging, but a few smart
strategies can help you manage expenses without compromising your
preparation.

Choose the Right Pre-Licensing Course

Research various course providers thoroughly to find one that offers
comprehensive materials at a reasonable price. Look for reviews and success
rates of past students. Some courses provide guarantees or free retakes if
you don’t pass the exam on the first try, which can save money in the long
run.

Take Advantage of Free or Low-Cost Study Resources

There are plenty of free resources online, such as YouTube tutorials, forums,
and study groups that can supplement your learning. Additionally, some
libraries and real estate associations offer free workshops or study
sessions.

Prepare Thoroughly to Avoid Retakes

Each exam attempt costs money, so investing time in solid preparation reduces
the likelihood of retaking the test. Practice exams and flashcards can help
you identify weak areas.

Plan for Licensing and Fingerprinting Fees Early

Since application and fingerprinting fees are mandatory after passing the
exam, setting aside funds for these in advance prevents surprises and delays
in obtaining your license.



Understanding the Value Behind the Cost

While the cost of the Florida real estate exam and related expenses might
seem high initially, it’s important to view these fees as an investment in
your professional future. Obtaining your real estate license opens the door
to a career with flexible schedules, potentially high earnings, and
opportunities to build your own business.

Moreover, the fees you pay support the regulatory framework that ensures
agents are knowledgeable and ethical, ultimately protecting consumers and
maintaining the integrity of Florida’s real estate market.

Getting licensed is a significant first step, and understanding the costs
involved helps you approach the process with confidence and clarity.

Embarking on the journey to become a licensed real estate agent in Florida
requires careful financial planning. By considering all aspects of the cost
of Florida real estate exam, from pre-licensing education to application
fees, you can set yourself up for a smoother path to success. Remember,
investing wisely in your education and preparation is just as important as
the exam fee itself.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the cost to take the Florida real estate
salesperson exam?

The fee to take the Florida real estate salesperson exam is $36 per attempt,
paid directly to the testing vendor.

Are there additional fees besides the Florida real
estate exam cost?

Yes, besides the $36 exam fee, candidates must pay for the 63-hour pre-
licensing course (typically $200-%$400) and submit application fees to the
Florida Department of Business and Professional Regulation, which can range
from $83.75 to $105.

How often can I retake the Florida real estate exam
if I fail, and does each attempt cost the same?

You can retake the Florida real estate exam as many times as needed, but each
attempt requires paying the $36 exam fee again.



Is the cost of the Florida real estate exam the same
for both salesperson and broker licenses?

No, while the salesperson exam fee is $36 per attempt, the Florida real
estate broker exam fee is higher, typically around $50 per attempt.

Can I pay the Florida real estate exam fee online?

Yes, the Florida real estate exam fee can be paid online through the approved
testing vendor's website when scheduling your exam.

Does the Florida real estate exam fee cover study
materials or practice exams?

No, the $36 exam fee only covers the cost of taking the exam; study materials
and practice exams are usually separate and may be purchased from various
educational providers.

Are there any discounts or waivers available for the
Florida real estate exam fee?

Generally, there are no discounts or fee waivers for the Florida real estate
exam; all candidates must pay the full exam fee to schedule their test.

Additional Resources

Cost of Florida Real Estate Exam: A Detailed Professional Review

Cost of Florida real estate exam is a key consideration for aspiring real
estate professionals preparing to enter one of the most dynamic property
markets in the United States. Understanding the financial commitment involved
in obtaining real estate licensure in Florida requires a thorough examination
of not only the exam fees but also the associated costs such as pre-licensing
courses, application fees, and additional expenses tied to the licensing
process. This article offers an analytical overview of the cost structure,
helping prospective candidates make informed decisions as they embark on
their real estate careers.

Breaking Down the Cost of Florida Real Estate
Exam

When discussing the cost of the Florida real estate exam, it is essential to
differentiate between the direct exam fee and the broader expenses linked to
licensure. The Florida Department of Business and Professional Regulation
(DBPR) administers the real estate exam through Pearson VUE, a third-party



testing service. As of the latest data, the examination fee itself is $36.75.
This fee applies each time a candidate takes the exam, which means retakes
will incur the same cost.

However, the exam fee represents only a fraction of the total initial outlay.
Candidates must also factor in pre-licensing education, application fees,
fingerprinting costs, and optional expenses such as exam preparation
materials or courses.

Pre-Licensing Course Fees

Before sitting for the Florida real estate exam, applicants must complete a
state-mandated 63-hour pre-licensing course. This educational requirement
ensures that candidates possess foundational knowledge of Florida real estate
laws, principles, and practices. Course costs vary widely depending on the
provider and format:

e Online courses: Typically range from $150 to $400.

e In-person classroom courses: Often priced between $300 and $600.

e Hybrid options: May fall somewhere in the middle, offering flexibility
and moderate pricing.

Choosing the right pre-licensing course can impact overall expenses
significantly. Many candidates opt for online courses due to their
affordability and convenience, which can help manage the cumulative cost of
obtaining licensure.

Application and Licensing Fees

After passing the exam, candidates must submit their application to the
Florida DBPR. The application fee is currently set at $83.75. This fee covers
the processing of the license application and is non-refundable.
Additionally, fingerprinting and background checks are mandatory and usually
cost between $50 and $70, depending on the vendor.

Summarizing these mandatory fees:

1. Real estate exam fee: $36.75 per attempt
2. Application fee: $83.75

3. Fingerprinting and background check: Approximately $50-$70



Therefore, the direct regulatory costs for exam and licensing hover around
$170 to $190, exclusive of education and preparation costs.

Additional Expenses and Preparation Costs

Beyond official fees, candidates often invest in supplementary resources to
increase their chances of passing the Florida real estate exam on the first
try. These might include:

e Exam prep courses: Ranging from $50 to $200, these courses provide
practice questions, study guides, and simulated exams.

e Textbooks and materials: Some pre-licensing courses require or recommend
additional textbooks, adding $50 to $150.

* Renewal and post-licensing courses: While these costs do not apply
upfront, new agents must be aware of ongoing education expenses required
to maintain their license.

These added costs, although optional, can be worthwhile investments for
candidates seeking a comprehensive study plan and confidence in exam
readiness.

Comparing Florida’s Exam Costs to Other States

In a national context, Florida’'s real estate exam fees are relatively
moderate. For example, states like California and New York have exam fees
exceeding $60, while others such as Texas charge around $54. Florida's total
upfront costs (exam, application, fingerprinting) are competitive, but the
pre-licensing education requirement is comparatively extensive, which can
elevate the overall upfront investment.

This comparison underscores the importance of budgeting for the full spectrum

of expenses involved in becoming a licensed real estate agent in Florida,
rather than focusing solely on the exam fee.

Pros and Cons of Florida’s Exam Cost Structure

Analyzing the cost components reveals several advantages and challenges for
candidates preparing for the Florida real estate exam.



Pros

e Affordable exam fees: The $36.75 charge per exam attempt is lower than
many other states.

e Multiple testing locations: Pearson VUE centers are widespread, reducing
additional travel costs for many candidates.

e Flexible course options: Availability of online courses allows
candidates to choose affordable and convenient pre-licensing education.

Cons

e High pre-licensing course cost: The mandatory 63-hour course can be
expensive, especially with in-person options.

e Additional mandatory fees: Fingerprinting and application fees add to
the overall cost.

* Potential retake costs: Candidates who do not pass on the first attempt
face repeated exam fees.

Understanding these factors helps candidates prepare financially and
strategically for the licensing process.

Strategic Considerations for Managing Exam
Costs

Prospective real estate agents in Florida can adopt several strategies to
manage and potentially reduce the cost of obtaining their license:

e Choose cost-effective pre-licensing courses: Online providers often
offer discounts or bundled packages that include exam prep materials.

e Invest in exam preparation: Adequate study reduces the likelihood of
costly retakes.

e Plan application timing: Coordinating exam scheduling and application
submission can streamline expenses and avoid delays.



By carefully planning and budgeting, candidates can navigate the financial
aspects of the Florida real estate exam with greater confidence.

The cost of Florida real estate exam and related licensure fees represent a
significant but manageable investment for those dedicated to entering the
real estate profession. Awareness of all fees, including educational and
administrative expenses, equips candidates to approach the licensing process
with clarity and preparedness.
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