THE ZERO TOLERANCE LAW APPLIES TO DRIVERS

THe ZeEro TOLERANCE LAW APPLIES TO DrIVERS: WHAT You Need To KNow

THE ZERO TOLERANCE LAW APPLIES TO DRIVERS IN MANY STATES, ESPECIALLY TARGETING YOUNGER MOTORISTS AND THOSE
OPERATING COMMERCIAL VEHICLES. THIS LAW IS DESIGNED TO ENFORCE STRICTER LIMITS ON BLOOD ALCOHOL CONCENTRATION
(BAC) LEVELS AMONG CERTAIN DRIVERS, EFFECTIVELY AIMING TO REDUCE ACCIDENTS, INJURIES, AND FATALITIES CAUSED BY
IMPAIRED DRIVING. UUNDERSTANDING HOW THIS LAW WORKS, WHO IT AFFECTS, AND WHAT THE CONSEQUENCES ARE CAN HELP
YOU STAY INFORMED AND SAFE ON THE ROAD.

UNDERSTANDING THE ZERO T OLERANCE LAW AND ITS PURPOSE

THE ZERO TOLERANCE LAW APPLIES TO DRIVERS BY SETTING A LEGAL BAC LIMIT THAT IS SIGNIFICANTLY LOWER THAN THE
sTANDARD DUI (DRIVING UNDER THE INFLUENCE) THRESHOLD. W/HILE THE TYPICAL LEGAL BAC LIMIT FOR MOST ADULT DRIVERS
1S 0.08%, THE ZERO TOLERANCE POLICY LOWERS THIS LIMIT TO NEAR ZERO—OFTEN 0.029% or even 0.00%—FoRr SPECIFIC
CATEGORIES OF DRIVERS.

WHY W AS THE ZERO T OLERANCE LAW INTRODUCED?

THE PRIMARY GOAL OF THIS LEGISLATION IS TO PROTECT VULNERABLE GROUPS, PARTICULARLY UNDERAGE DRIVERS, FROM THE
DANGERS OF DRINKING AND DRIVING. STUDIES SHOW THAT EVEN SMALL AMOUNTS OF ALCOHOL CAN IMPAIR THE JUDGMENT AND
REACTION TIMES OF INEXPERIENCED OR YOUNG DRIVERS. BY ENFORCING A ZERO TOLERANCE POLICY, STATES AIM TO!

- DETER UNDERAGE DRINKING AND DRIVING

- REDUCE ALCOHOL-RELATED CRASHES AMONG NEW DRIVERS
- PROMOTE RESPONSIBLE BEHAVIOR FROM THE OUTSET OF A DRIVER’S EXPERIENCE

\WHo Does THE ZErRO ToLERANCE LAW AFFECT?

THE ZERO TOLERANCE LAW APPLIES TO DRIVERS IN SPECIFIC CATEGORIES INCLUDING:
- DRIVERS UNDER THE LEGAL DRINKING AGE (USUALLY UNDER 2 1 YEARS OLD)
- COMMERCIAL VEHICLE OPERATORS (LIKE TRUCK DRIVERS AND BUS DRIVERS)

- SOMETIMES NOVICE DRIVERS WITH PROVISIONAL OR LEARNER’S PERMITS

EACH STATE MAY HAVE SLIGHTLY DIFFERENT RULES, BUT THE COMMON THREAD IS THAT THESE DRIVERS ARE HELD TO A MUCH
STRICTER STANDARD WHEN IT COMES TO ALCOHOL CONSUMPTION.

BLoob ALcoHoL CONCENTRATION LIMITS AND ENFORCEMENT

THE ZERO TOLERANCE LAW APPLIES TO DRIVERS BY ESTABLISHING A BAC LIMIT THAT LEAVES ALMOST NO ROOM FOR ALCOHOL
IN THE BLOODSTREAM. UNLIKE THE 0080/0 THRESHOLD FOR ADULT DRIVERS, THE ZERO TOLERANCE BAC IS SET LOW TO ENSURE
ANY DETECTABLE AMOUNT OF ALCOHOL CAN TRIGGER LEGAL CONSEQUENCES.

TypicaL BAC LiMiTs UNDER ZERO TOLERANCE LAWS

- ¥%¥0.009% BAC:** SOME STATES ENFORCE A COMPLETE BAN ON ANY MEASURABLE ALCOHOL FOR UNDERAGE DRIVERS.



- *¥%0.01% 1o 0.029% BAC:** MORE COMMONLY, STATES ALLOW A TINY THRESHOLD FOR TRACE AMOUNTS BUT STILL
PROSECUTE IF EXCEEDED.

L AW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS USE BREATHALYZERS, BLOOD TESTS, OR FIELD SOBRIETY TESTS TO DETERMINE DRIVERS’ BAC
LEVELS DURING TRAFFIC STOPS OR CHECKPOINTS.

How PoLice ENFORCE ZErO T OLERANCE LAWS

W/HEN A YOUNG OR COMMERCIAL DRIVER IS PULLED OVER, OFFICERS MIGHT BE MORE VIGILANT ABOUT SIGNS OF ALCOHOL
IMPAIRMENT. EVEN IF A DRIVER APPEARS SOBER, A BREATHALYZER READING ABOVE THE ZERO TOLERANCE LIMIT CAN LEAD TO
IMMEDIATE PENALTIES. THIS STRICT ENFORCEMENT HELPS SEND A CLEAR MESSAGE THAT DRINKING AND DRIVING IS UNACCEPTABLE
FOR THESE GROUPS.

CONSEQUENCES OF VIOLATING THE ZERO T OLERANCE LAW

THE ZERO TOLERANCE LAW APPLIES TO DRIVERS WITH SERIOUS IMPLICATIONS IF BROKEN. BECAUSE THE POLICY IS DESIGNED TO
PREVENT RISKY BEHAVIOR EARLY ON, PENALTIES TEND TO BE STRINGENT.

CoMMON PENALTIES FOR VIOLATIONS

- ¥*|_|CENSE SUSPENSION OR REVOCATION:** OFTEN IMMEDIATE AND CAN LAST FROM SEVERAL MONTHS TO A YEAR.

- ¥*FINES:** MONETARY PENALTIES THAT VARY BY STATE BUT CAN BE SUBSTANTIAL.

- ¥**MANDATORY ALCOHOL EDUCATION OR TREATMENT PROGRAMS: ¥ * DESIGNED TO ADDRESS UNDERLYING ISSUES AND PREVENT
REPEAT OFFENSES.

- ¥*PROBATION OR COMMUNITY SERVICE: ¥ * SOME JURISDICTIONS INCORPORATE THESE AS PART OF THE SENTENCING.

- ¥**CRIMINAL CHARGES: ¥ * IN SOME CASES, ESPECIALLY IF THE VIOLATION LEADS TO AN ACCIDENT, THE OFFENDER MAY FACE
MISDEMEANOR OR FELONY CHARGES.

LoNG-TErRM IMPACT ON DRIVERS

BEYOND IMMEDIATE PENALTIES, A ZERO TOLERANCE VIOLATION CAN AFFECT INSURANCE PREMIUMS, FUTURE EMPLOYMENT
OPPORTUNITIES (ESPECIALLY FOR COMMERCIAL DRIVERS), AND DRIVING PRIVILEGES. FOR YOUNG DRIVERS, IT CAN ALSO
JEOPARDIZE THEIR ABILITY TO PROGRESS THROUGH GRADUATED LICENSING PROGRAMS.

How To STAY COMPLIANT AND SAFE ON THE ROAD

KNOWING THAT THE ZERO TOLERANCE LAW APPLIES TO DRIVERS, ESPECIALLY YOUNGER AND COMMERCIAL DRIVERS, IT’S VITAL
TO ADOPT HABITS THAT PREVENT ANY CHANCE OF VIOLATION.

PrACTICAL TIPS FOR DRIVERS SUBJECT TO ZERO T OLERANCE RULES

* AVOID ALCOHOL ENTIRELY WHEN PLANNING TO DRIVE: SINCE ANY DETECTABLE AMOUNT CAN LEAD TO PENALTIES,
ABSTAINING IS THE SAFEST APPROACH.

o UNDERSTAND YOUR STATE’S SPECIFIC ZERO TOLERANCE LIMITS: LAWS VARY, SO CHECK YOUR LOCAL DMV OR STATE



POLICE WEBSITE FOR DETAILS.

o USE ALTERNATIVE TRANSPORTATION: IF YOU’VE CONSUMED ALCOHOL, USE RIDESHARE SERVICES, TAXIS, OR HAVE A
DESIGNATED DRIVER.

* BE AWARE OF MEDICATIONS AND SUBSTANCES: SOME PRESCRIPTION DRUGS OR OVER-THE-COUNTER MEDICATIONS CAN
AFFECT BAC READINGS OR IMPAIR DRIVING ABILITY.

® EDUCATE YOUNG DRIVERS ABOUT THE RISKS: PARENTS AND GUARDIANS CAN PLAY A KEY ROLE IN REINFORCING THE
IMPORTANCE OF ZERO TOLERANCE POLICIES.

For CoMMERCIAL DRIVERS: EXTRA PRECAUTIONS

COMMERCIAL DRIVERS FACE STRICT FEDERAL AND STATE REGULATIONS REGARDING ALCOHOL USE, OFTEN INCLUDING RANDOM
TESTING AND ZERO TOLERANCE POLICIES. STAYING INFORMED ABOUT THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION (DOT) GUIDELINES
AND MAINTAINING CLEAR COMMUNICATION WITH EMPLOYERS ABOUT SUBSTANCE USE POLICIES CAN HELP AVOID COSTLY
VIOLATIONS.

THE BROADER IMPACT OF ZERO T OLERANCE LAWS ON ROAD SAFETY

THE ZERO TOLERANCE LAW APPLIES TO DRIVERS AS PART OF A LARGER EFFORT TO ENHANCE OVERALL TRAFFIC SAFETY AND
REDUCE PREVENTABLE ACCIDENTS. EVALUATIONS OF THESE LAWS HAVE SHOWN PROMISING RESULTS IN LOWERING UNDERAGE
DRINKING AND DRIVING INCIDENTS.

STATISTICAL EVIDENCE SUPPORTING ZERO T OLERANCE POLICIES

RESEARCH INDICATES THAT STATES WITH ZERO TOLERANCE LAWS EXPERIENCE:

- A SIGNIFICANT DECLINE IN ALCOHOL-RELATED CRASHES INVOLVING DRIVERS UNDER 2 1
- FEWER FATALITIES AMONG YOUNG DRIVERS DUE TO IMPAIRED DRIVING
- INCREASED AWARENESS AND CULTURAL SHIFTS TOWARD RESPONSIBLE DRINKING BEHAVIOR AMONG YOUTH

THESE OUTCOMES DEMONSTRATE THE LAW’S EFFECTIVENESS NOT ONLY AS A PUNITIVE MEASURE BUT ALSO AS A DETERRENT.

CriTICISM AND CHALLENGES

\WHILE ZERO TOLERANCE LAWS ARE GENERALLY SEEN AS POSITIVE, SOME ARGUE THAT STRICT ENFORCEMENT CAN LEAD TO
HARSH PENALTIES FOR MINOR INFRACTIONS OR FALSE POSITIVES. OTHERS HIGHLIGHT THE NEED FOR COMPREHENSIVE EDUCATION
AND PREVENTION PROGRAMS ALONGSIDE ENFORCEMENT TO ACHIEVE LASTING BEHAVIOR CHANGE.

DESPITE THESE CHALLENGES, THE CONSENSUS REMAINS THAT THE ZERO TOLERANCE LAW APPLIES TO DRIVERS AS A NECESSARY
TOOL IN THE FIGHT AGAINST IMPAIRED DRIVING.

THE LANDSCAPE OF DRIVING LAWS CONTINUES TO EVOLVE, BUT THE ZERO TOLERANCE APPROACH UNDERSCORES A CLEAR
MESSAGE: WHEN IT COMES TO ALCOHOL AND DRIVING, ESPECIALLY FOR YOUNG AND COMMERCIAL DRIVERS, THERE IS NO ROOM
FOR COMPROMISE. STAYING INFORMED AND CAUTIOUS NOT ONLY PROTECTS INDIVIDUAL DRIVERS BUT ALSO CONTRIBUTES TO
SAFER ROADS FOR EVERYONE.



FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

WHAT IS THE ZERO TOLERANCE LAW FOR DRIVERS?

THE ZERO TOLERANCE LAW PROHIBITS DRIVERS UNDER THE LEGAL DRINKING AGE FROM HAVING ANY MEASURABLE AMOUNT OF
ALCOHOL IN THEIR SYSTEM WHILE OPERATING A VEHICLE.

W/ HICH DRIVERS DOES THE ZERO TOLERANCE LAW APPLY TO?

THE ZERO TOLERANCE LAW PRIMARILY APPLIES TO DRIVERS UNDER THE LEGAL DRINKING AGE, TYPICALLY UNDER 21 YEARS OLD.

WHAT ARE THE CONSEQUENCES OF VIOLATING THE ZERO TOLERANCE LAW?

CONSEQUENCES CAN INCLUDE LICENSE SUSPENSION, FINES, MANDATORY ALCOHOL EDUCATION PROGRAMS, AND SOMETIMES
COMMUNITY SERVICE OR JUVENILE DETENTION.

How Is BLOoD ALCOHOL CONCENTRATION (BAC) MEASURED UNDER THE ZERO
TOLERANCE LAW?P

BAC IS MEASURED THROUGH BREATH, BLOOD, OR URINE TESTS, AND ANY DETECTABLE AMOUNT ABOVE ZERO OR A VERY LOW
THRESHOLD (E.G., 0.01%) CAN RESULT IN A VIOLATION.

DOES THE ZERO TOLERANCE LAW APPLY TO ALL STATES?

MosT STATES IN THE U.S. HAVE ZERO TOLERANCE LAWS FOR UNDERAGE DRINKING AND DRIVING, BUT SPECIFIC LIMITS AND
PENALTIES CAN VARY BY STATE.

CAN ZERO TOLERANCE LAWS APPLY TO DRIVERS OVER THE LEGAL DRINKING AGE?

GENERALLY, ZERO TOLERANCE LAWS SPECIFICALLY TARGET UNDERAGE DRIVERS; DRIVERS OVER THE LEGAL DRINKING AGE ARE
SUBJECT TO STANDARD DUl LAWS WITH HIGHER BAC LIMITS.

\WHY WAS THE ZERO TOLERANCE LAW IMPLEMENTED FOR DRIVERS?

THE LAW WAS IMPLEMENTED TO REDUCE UNDERAGE DRINKING AND DRIVING, THEREBY DECREASING ALCOHOL-RELATED ACCIDENTS
AND FATALITIES AMONG YOUNG DRIVERS.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

THe Zero ToLERANCE LAW APPLIES TO DRIVERS: UNDERSTANDING |TS IMPACT AND IMPLICATIONS

THE ZERO TOLERANCE LAW APPLIES TO DRIVERS AS A PIVOTAL REGULATORY MEASURE AIMED AT CURBING IMPAIRED AND
UNDERAGE DRIVING. THIS LEGISLATION, PREVALENT IN MANY JURISDICTIONS, PARTICULARLY TARGETS DRIVERS UNDER THE LEGAL
DRINKING AGE, ENFORCING STRICT PENALTIES FOR ANY DETECTABLE AMOUNT OF ALCOHOL IN THEIR SYSTEM. AS GOVERNMENTS
AND TRAFFIC SAFETY ORGANIZATIONS CONTINUE TO PRIORITIZE ROAD SAFETY, UNDERSTANDING HOW THE ZERO TOLERANCE LAW
FUNCTIONS AND ITS BROADER IMPLICATIONS IS ESSENTIAL FOR DRIVERS, POLICYMAKERS, AND THE PUBLIC ALIKE.

WHAT Is THE Zero T OLERANCE LAW?

THE ZERO TOLERANCE LAW REFERS TO LEGAL STATUTES THAT PROHIBIT DRIVERS—USUALLY THOSE UNDER THE AGE OF



2 1—FROM OPERATING A VEHICLE WITH ANY MEASURABLE BLOOD ALCOHOL CONCENTRATION (BAC). UNLIKE STANDARD DUI
(DrIVING UNDER THE INFLUENCE) LAWS, WHICH OFTEN SET LEGAL BAC LIMITS AT 0.089, OR HIGHER FOR ADULT DRIVERS, ZERO
TOLERANCE POLICIES MANDATE A BAC ofF 0.00%, or SOMETIMES A VERY LOW THRESHOLD SUCH AS 0.02%. THIS APPROACH
UNEQUIVOCALLY COMMUNICATES THAT NO LEVEL OF ALCOHOL CONSUMPTION IS ACCEPTABLE BEFORE DRIVING FOR CERTAIN
GROUPS.

THE RATIONALE BEHIND THIS LAW IS TO MINIMIZE THE RISK OF ALCOHOL-RELATED ACCIDENTS AMONG INEXPERIENCED, YOUNG

DRIVERS WHO MAY HAVE IMPAIRED JUDGMENT AND REDUCED MOTOR SKILLS. IN MANY STATES ACROSS THE US, FOR EXAMPLE,
THE ZERO TOLERANCE LAW APPLIES TO DRIVERS UNDER 2 1 , REFLECTING THE NATIONAL MINIMUM LEGAL DRINKING AGE.

HisToricAL CONTEXT AND LEGISLATIVE EVOLUTION

THE INTRODUCTION OF ZERO TOLERANCE LAWS BEGAN GAINING MOMENTUM IN THE LATE 1980s AND EARLY 1990s ALONGSIDE
BROADER INITIATIVES TO REDUCE DRUNK DRIVING FATALITIES. DATA FROM THE NATIONAL HIGHWAY TRAFFIC SAFETY
ADMINISTRATION (NHTSA) INDICATED THAT ALCOHOL WAS A SIGNIFICANT FACTOR IN FATAL CRASHES INVOLVING YOUNGER
DRIVERS, PROMPTING LEGISLATIVE BODIES TO TIGHTEN RESTRICTIONS SPECIFICALLY FOR THIS DEMOGRAPHIC.

OVER TIME, THE ZERO TOLERANCE LAW EXPANDED IN SCOPE. SOME STATES INTRODUCED SIMILAR STATUTES FOR COMMERCIAL

DRIVERS, WHO FACE EVEN STRICTER BAC LiMITS, oF TEN SET AT 0.00% or 0.029%. THE OVERARCHING GOAL REMAINS
CONSISTENT: TO PREVENT IMPAIRED DRIVING AND ENHANCE OVERALL ROAD SAFETY.

Key FEATURES OF ZERO T OLERANCE LAWS

THE ZERO TOLERANCE LAW APPLIES TO DRIVERS WITH SEVERAL DEFINING CHARACTERISTICS THAT DIFFERENTIATE IT FROM
TRADITIONAL DUI REGULATIONS. UNDERSTANDING THESE FEATURES IS CRUCIAL FOR GRASPING THE LAW'S REACH AND
ENFORCEMENT.

APPLICABILITY AND BAC LiMITS

- PRIMARILY TARGETS DRIVERS UNDER THE LEGAL DRINKING AGE (USUALLY UNDER 2 1 YEARS OLD).

- SETs BAC LIMITS AT zERO OR NEAR-zERO LEVELS (0.00% T0 0.02%).

- APPLIES IN MANY U.S. STATES AND INTERNATIONALLY, THOUGH SPECIFICS CAN VARY BY JURISDICTION.
- OFTEN EXTENDS TO NOVICE DRIVERS WITH PROVISIONAL OR LEARNER’S PERMITS.

PENALTIES AND ENFORCEMENT

PENALTIES FOR VIOLATING ZERO TOLERANCE LAWS TEND TO BE SEVERE, REFLECTING THE POLICY’S PREVENTIVE INTENT. THESE
CAN INCLUDE:

® |MMEDIATE LICENSE SUSPENSION OR REVOCATION, OFTEN FOR SEVERAL MONTHS.

e FINES AND COURT FEES RANGING FROM HUNDREDS TO THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS.

* MANDATORY ALCOHOL EDUCATION OR TREATMENT PROGRAMS.

POSSIBLE COMMUNITY SERVICE OR PROBATION PERIODS.

CRIMINAL CHARGES IN SOME CASES, ESPECIALLY WITH REPEAT OFFENSES.



ENFORCEMENT TYPICALLY INVOLVES BREATHALYZER OR BLOOD TESTS ADMINISTERED DURING TRAFFIC STOPS OR ACCIDENTS.
L AW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS MAY ALSO RELY ON FIELD SOBRIETY TESTS AND OBSERVATIONS OF ERRATIC DRIVING BEHAVIOR.

IMPACT ON DRIVER BEHAVIOR AND PUBLIC SAFETY

STUDIES EVALUATING THE ZERO TOLERANCE LAW’S EFFECTIVENESS REVEAL MIXED BUT GENERALLY POSITIVE OUTCOMES.
ReseARCH FROM THE CDC INDICATES THAT STATES WITH ZERO TOLERANCE LAWS EXPERIENCED A NOTABLE DECLINE IN
ALCOHOL-RELATED CRASHES INVOLVING UNDERAGE DRIVERS. SOME REPORTS ESTIMATE REDUCTIONS RANGING BETWEEN 200/0
AND 400/0 IN FATAL CRASHES AMONG THIS GROUP AFTER IMPLEMENTATION.

HO\WEVER, CRITICS ARGUE THAT ENFORCEMENT INCONSISTENCIES AND LIMITED AW ARENESS CAN UNDERMINE THE LAW’S DETERRENT
EFFECT. ADDITIONALLY, SOME YOUNG DRIVERS MAY NOT FULLY APPRECIATE THE SEVERITY OF ZERO TOLERANCE POLICIES,
LEADING TO ACCIDENTAL VIOLATIONS.

CoMPARING ZERO ToOLERANCE LAWS WITH STANDARD DUI REGULATIONS

W/HILE BOTH ZERO TOLERANCE AND TRADITIONAL DUl LAWS AIM TO PREVENT IMPAIRED DRIVING, THEIR SCOPE AND APPLICATION
DIFFER SIGNIFICANTLY.

ScoPE OF APPLICABILITY

THE ZERO TOLERANCE LAW APPLIES ALMOST EXCLUSIVELY TO UNDERAGE OR NOVICE DRIVERS, WHEREAS STANDARD DUl LAwS
ADDRESS ALL DRIVERS REGARDLESS OF AGE. THIS DISTINCTION IS IMPORTANT BECAUSE IT TARGETS A SEGMENT OF THE
POPULATION WITH HIGHER RISK FACTORS FOR ALCOHOL-RELATED CRASHES.

BAC THRESHOLDS

TrADITIONAL DUI LAWS OF TEN SET BAC LIMITS AT 0.08% FOR ADULTS, ACKNOWLEDGING THAT SOME RESIDUAL ALCOHOL
PRESENCE MAY NOT SEVERELY IMPAIR DRIVING ABILITIES. CONVERSELY, ZERO TOLERANCE LAWS ADOPT A STRICTER 0.00% or
0.02% LIMIT, REFLECTING A PRECAUTIONARY PRINCIPLE TAILORED TO LESS EXPERIENCED DRIVERS.

CONSEQUENCES AND LEGAL PROCEEDINGS

PENALTIES UNDER ZERO TOLERANCE STATUTES FREQUENTLY INVOLVE AUTOMATIC LICENSE SUSPENSION, WHICH CAN OCCUR
BEFORE FORMAL ADJUDICATION. IN CONTRAST, DUI CASES GENERALLY REQUIRE A MORE EXTENSIVE LEGAL PROCESS, INCLUDING
POTENTIAL COURT TRIALS AND PLEA BARGAINS.

CHALLENGES AND CONTROVERSIES SURROUNDING ZERO T OLERANCE LAWS

DESPITE ITS INTENT TO IMPROVE ROAD SAFETY, THE ZERO TOLERANCE LAW APPLIES TO DRIVERS AMID SEVERAL PRACTICAL AND
ETHICAL DEBATES.



ENFORCEMENT DIFFICULTIES

ENSURING CONSISTENT APPLICATION OF ZERO TOLERANCE LAWS REQUIRES ADEQUATE LAW ENFORCEMENT TRAINING AND
RESOURCES. DIFFERENCES IN HOW BREATHALYZER TESTS ARE ADMINISTERED OR HOW OFFICERS INTERPRET MINOR INFRACTIONS CAN
LEAD TO DISPARITIES IN ENFORCEMENT.

FALSE PosITIVES AND TESTING ACCURACY

SOME CRITICS POINT OUT THE RISK OF FALSE POSITIVES IN BAC TESTING, PARTICULARLY WITH VERY LOW LIMITS. For
EXAMPLE, CERTAIN MEDICAL CONDITIONS, MOUTHWASHES, OR ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS MAY YIELD TRACE ALCOHOL READINGS,
POTENTIALLY PENALIZING INNOCENT DRIVERS.

IMPACT ON YOUNG DRIVERS® RIGHTS

THE STRICT NATURE OF ZERO TOLERANCE LAWS CAN SOMETIMES BE VIEWED AS DISPROPORTIONATELY PUNITIVE, ESPECIALLY IN
CASES INVOLVING NEGLIGIBLE ALCOHOL PRESENCE OR FIRST-TIME OFFENDERS. BALANCING PUBLIC SAFETY WITH INDIVIDUAL
RIGHTS REMAINS A NUANCED POLICY CHALLENGE.

BROADER IMPLICATIONS FOR ROAD SAFETY AND PoLicYy

THE ZERO TOLERANCE LAW APPLIES TO DRIVERS NOT ONLY AS A REGULATORY MEASURE BUT ALSO AS A CULTURAL SIGNAL
EMPHASIZING THE DANGERS OF DRINKING AND DRIVING. TS PRESENCE CONTRIBUTES TO A BROADER SOCIETAL FRAMEWORK THAT
DISCOURAGES IMPAIRED DRIVING THROUGH EDUCATION, LAW ENFORCEMENT, AND COMMUNITY SUPPORT.

MOREOVER, INTEGRATING ZERO TOLERANCE POLICIES WITH GRADUATED DRIVER LICENSING (GDL) PROGRAMS AND PUBLIC

AW ARENESS CAMPAIGNS CREATES A MULTI-LAYERED STRATEGY TO REDUCE TRAFFIC FATALITIES INVOLVING YOUTH AND NOVICE
DRIVERS.

INTERNATIONAL PERSPECTIVES

COUNTRIES AROUND THE WORLD HAVE ADOPTED SIMILAR ZERO TOLERANCE PRINCIPLES, THOUGH ENFORCEMENT AND LEGAL
SPECIFICS DIFFER. FOR INSTANCE:

o CANADA ENFORCES ZERO TOLERANCE FOR DRIVERS UNDER 2 1, WITH PENALTIES VARYING BY PROVINCE.
e AUSTRALIA’S STATES MAINTAIN BAC LIMITS AS Low AS 0.00% FOR LEARNERS AND PROVISIONAL DRIVERS.

® SEVERAL EUROPEAN NATIONS IMPOSE ZERO TOLERANCE OR NEAR-ZERO LIMITS FOR NEW DRIVERS.

THESE INTERNATIONAL EXAMPLES HIGHLIGHT A GLOBAL CONSENSUS ON THE IMPORTANCE OF RESTRICTING ALCOHOL
CONSUMPTION AMONG YOUNG DRIVERS TO ENHANCE SAFETY.

TecHNoLoGICAL ADVANCES AND FUTURE DIRECTIONS

EMERGING TECHNOLOGIES, SUCH AS IN-VEHICLE ALCOHOL DETECTION SYSTEMS AND IGNITION INTERLOCKS, HAVE THE POTENTIAL



TO BOLSTER ZERO TOLERANCE ENFORCEMENT. THESE DEVICES PREVENT A VEHICLE FROM STARTING IF THE DRIVER’S BAC EXCEEDS
PRESET LIMITS, OFFERING A PROACTIVE APPROACH TO IMPAIRED DRIVING.

AS POLICYMAKERS CONSIDER REVISIONS AND ENHANCEMENTS TO CURRENT LAWS, INTEGRATING TECHNOLOGY WITH EDUCATION
AND ENFORCEMENT CAN CREATE MORE EFFECTIVE DETERRENTS.

THE ZERO TOLERANCE LAW APPLIES TO DRIVERS AS A CRITICAL PILLAR IN THE ONGOING EFFORT TO REDUCE IMPAIRED DRIVING
RISKS, PARTICULARLY AMONG VULNERABLE POPULATIONS. BY SETTING UNEQUIVOCAL STANDARDS AND SUPPORTING
ENFORCEMENT MECHANISMS, THIS LEGAL FRAMEWORK CONTRIBUTES TO SAFER ROADS AND REINFORCES THE SOCIETAL
EXPECTATION THAT DRIVING SOBER IS NON-NEGOTIABLE.
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