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American Imperialism Crash Course US History 28: Understanding America’s
Expansionist Era

american imperialism crash course us history 28 offers a fascinating glimpse
into a pivotal chapter of United States history when the nation boldly
stepped onto the global stage as an imperial power. This period, spanning the
late 19th and early 20th centuries, reshaped America's political, economic,
and military trajectory. For students, history buffs, or curious learners,
unpacking this era through the lens of Crash Course US History 28 provides
valuable insights into the motivations, consequences, and enduring legacy of
American imperialism.

What Is American Imperialism?

Before diving into the specifics covered in Crash Course US History 28, it’s
essential to understand the concept of American imperialism itself.
Imperialism, broadly defined, is the policy or practice of extending a
country’s power through diplomacy or military force to acquire territories or
influence other nations.

American imperialism refers to the United States’ expansion beyond its
continental borders during the late 1800s and early 1900s. Unlike European
colonialism that often involved direct control over vast overseas empires,
American imperialism combined military intervention, economic dominance, and
political influence to assert its presence globally.

Key Drivers Behind American Imperialism

The Crash Course episode highlights several factors propelling the US toward
an imperialist stance:

— **Economic Interests:** As the US industrialized, it sought new markets for
its goods and sources for raw materials. Overseas territories promised
lucrative opportunities to fuel economic growth.

— **Military Strategy:** Influenced by naval strategist Alfred Thayer Mahan,
many believed a powerful navy and overseas bases were essential to protect
American interests and assert global power.

— **Nationalism and Cultural Superiority:** Ideas of Manifest Destiny evolved
into a belief that the United States had a duty to "civilize" other nations,
often linked to racial and cultural superiority.

— **Competition with European Powers:** The scramble for colonies in Africa
and Asia by European nations pushed the US to assert its own influence to
avoid being left behind.

Crash Course US History 28: Highlighting Key



Events

Crash Course US History 28 breaks down the era’s complex developments in an
engaging and digestible way. Let’s explore some of the critical moments and
policies that defined American imperialism.

The Spanish-American War (1898)

One of the most dramatic and decisive events marking American imperialism was
the Spanish-American War. After years of tension over Cuba’s struggle for
independence from Spain, the explosion of the USS Maine in Havana Harbor
became the catalyst for US intervention.

The war was brief but had profound consequences:

— The US defeated Spain decisively, marking the emergence of America as a
global military power.

- The Treaty of Paris (1898) awarded the US control over former Spanish
territories: Puerto Rico, Guam, and the Philippines.

— Cuba technically gained independence but remained under significant US
influence, illustrating the complexities of American interventionism.

The Philippine—-American War

Following the acguisition of the Philippines, the US faced fierce resistance
from Filipino nationalists who expected independence after Spanish rule. This
led to the Philippine-American War, a brutal and controversial conflict
lasting from 1899 to 1902.

Crash Course US History 28 emphasizes how this war exposed the moral dilemmas
and contradictions of American imperialism:

- The US framed its actions as bringing democracy and civilization but
engaged in tactics that caused widespread suffering.

— The conflict sparked domestic debates about imperialism’s ethics and the
limits of American power.

The Roosevelt Corollary and the Panama Canal

President Theodore Roosevelt played a defining role in shaping American
imperialism. His “Big Stick” diplomacy expanded on the Monroe Doctrine, which
opposed European interference in the Americas.

— The Roosevelt Corollary (1904) asserted the US’s right to intervene in
Latin American countries to maintain stability, often leading to military
interventions.

— The construction of the Panama Canal, completed in 1914, symbolized
America’s engineering prowess and strategic ambitions. The canal shortened
global shipping routes and solidified US influence in the Western Hemisphere.



Economic and Cultural Impacts of American
Imperialism

Imperialism wasn’t just about territorial acquisition; it deeply influenced
American society and the world economically and culturally.

Economic Expansion and Global Markets

American imperialism opened new doors for US businesses:

— Access to overseas markets helped fuel the industrial economy.

- Investments in infrastructure, such as railroads and ports in acquired
territories, tied local economies to American interests.

— The expansion also laid groundwork for future economic policies, including
the Open Door Policy in China aimed at securing equal trade opportunities.

Racial and Cultural Justifications

Crash Course US History 28 also points out how cultural narratives shaped
imperialism:

— Concepts like the “White Man’s Burden” and Social Darwinism provided moral
cover for domination over “less civilized” peoples.

— Missionary efforts often accompanied imperial ventures, aiming to spread
Christianity and Western values.

— These attitudes created lasting tensions and stereotypes that affected US
relations abroad and contributed to debates on immigration and race at home.

Resistance and Criticism of American
Imperialism

It’s important to remember that imperialism was not universally accepted. The
Crash Course episode highlights various forms of pushback.

Anti-Imperialist League

Back in the United States, a significant anti-imperialist movement emerged,
challenging the expansionist agenda:

— Leaders like Mark Twain, Andrew Carnegie, and William Jennings Bryan argued
that imperialism contradicted American democratic ideals.

— They feared entangling the US in foreign conflicts and criticized the
subjugation of other peoples.

Indigenous and Colonial Resistance



The territories and peoples subjected to American imperialism often resisted:

— Filipino fighters waged a fierce struggle for independence.
— Native populations in places like Puerto Rico and Hawaii grappled with the
loss of sovereignty and cultural autonomy.

These resistance efforts remind us that imperialism was a contested and often
violent process, not a seamless or universally welcomed transition.

Why Study American Imperialism Today?

Understanding the themes and events covered in American Imperialism Crash
Course US History 28 helps clarify many contemporary global dynamics.

— The US’s role as a global power traces back to this era of expansion.

— Debates about interventionism, foreign policy, and national identity have
deep historical roots.

— Issues around race, culture, and economic influence continue to echo the
complex legacies of imperialism.

For students preparing for exams or anyone interested in the forces that
shaped modern America, revisiting this Crash Course episode provides a clear,
engaging roadmap through the era’s complexities.

American imperialism was far from a simple story of conquest; it involved
economic ambitions, strategic calculations, cultural ideologies, and fierce
debates both at home and abroad. By exploring the rich content of Crash
Course US History 28, learners gain a nuanced understanding of how the United
States emerged as a global power and the costs and consequences that came
with it.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main focus of Crash Course US History
episode 28 on American Imperialism?

Crash Course US History episode 28 focuses on American Imperialism, exploring
how and why the United States expanded its influence overseas in the late
19th and early 20th centuries.

What were the key motivations behind American
imperialism discussed in the episode?

The key motivations included economic interests, military strategy, belief in
cultural superiority (Social Darwinism), and the desire to compete with
European powers for global influence.

Which territories did the United States acquire as a
result of its imperialist policies covered in the



episode?

The United States acquired territories such as Puerto Rico, Guam, the
Philippines, and Hawaii as a result of its imperialist actions during this
period.

How did the Spanish-American War influence American
imperialism according to the episode?

The Spanish-American War was a turning point that led to the U.S. gaining
control over former Spanish colonies, marking the emergence of the U.S. as a
global imperial power.

What were some of the domestic reactions to American
imperialism mentioned in Crash Course episode 287

There was significant debate within the U.S., with some Americans supporting
imperialism for economic and strategic reasons, while others opposed it on
moral and democratic grounds, fearing it contradicted American values.

Additional Resources

American Imperialism Crash Course US History 28: An In-Depth Review of Early
20th Century Expansionism

american imperialism crash course us history 28 serves as an essential
educational resource that explores the complex and often controversial era of
American imperialism during the late 19th and early 20th centuries. This
installment of the Crash Course US History series delves into the
motivations, actions, and repercussions of the United States as it
transitioned from a continental power to a global imperial force. For
educators, students, and history enthusiasts, this episode provides a nuanced
understanding of how imperial ambitions shaped U.S. foreign policy and
altered the nation's identity on the world stage.

Exploring the Foundations of American
Imperialism

The concept of American imperialism as presented in Crash Course US History
28 1s rooted in a mixture of economic interests, nationalist ideology, and
geopolitical strategy. The episode outlines how the closing of the American
frontier, the desire for new markets, and a belief in cultural superiority
fueled expansionist policies. By the late 1800s, the United States looked
beyond its borders for new territories, influenced by doctrines such as
Manifest Destiny and the contemporary ideas of Social Darwinism.

This segment of the series methodically reviews key events like the Spanish-
American War, the annexation of Hawaii, and the construction of the Panama
Canal. The episode emphasizes the role of figures such as Theodore Roosevelt
and Alfred Thayer Mahan, whose ideas about naval power and American destiny
significantly influenced imperialist policies. Through clear narration and
engaging visuals, the series highlights how these events marked a turning



point from isolationism to active engagement in international affairs.

The Spanish-American War: Catalyst for Expansion

One of the central focuses of the Crash Course episode is the Spanish-
American War of 1898, which symbolized the United States' emergence as an
imperial power. The war began with U.S. intervention in Cuba’s struggle for
independence from Spain but quickly expanded to include the Philippines,
Guam, and Puerto Rico. The episode carefully dissects how media
sensationalism, particularly “yellow journalism,” helped galvanize public
support for the war, illustrating the impact of domestic influences on
foreign policy.

The aftermath of the conflict resulted in the Treaty of Paris, which ceded
key territories to the United States. This territorial acquisition sparked
intense debates over the ethics and legality of imperialism, as some
Americans viewed it as a betrayal of republican ideals. Crash Course US
History 28 captures these tensions, offering viewers a balanced perspective
on the pros and cons of America’s new imperial role.

Economic Drivers and Geopolitical Considerations

Beyond military conquest, economic motivations played a significant role in
American imperialism. The episode explains how expanding industrial capacity
created a demand for new markets and raw materials, prompting the U.S. to
seek influence in Asia, Latin America, and the Pacific. The acquisition of
the Philippines, for example, was not only a strategic military move but also
an economic foothold in Asia.

The series also explores the geopolitical calculations behind the
construction of the Panama Canal, which revolutionized maritime trade routes
by connecting the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans. This engineering marvel
underscored the increasing importance of global mobility for military and
commercial interests, firmly establishing the U.S. as a key player in
international affairs.

Critiques and Consequences of American
Imperialism

While the episode acknowledges the strategic advantages of imperialism, it
also critically examines the ethical dilemmas and long-term consequences. The
annexation of foreign territories often led to the suppression of indigenous
cultures and resistance movements, raising questions about self-determination
and sovereignty. Crash Course US History 28 does not shy away from discussing
the Philippine-American War, a brutal conflict that exposed the darker side
of imperial control.

The episode also addresses domestic opposition to imperialism, highlighting
figures like Mark Twain and Andrew Carnegie who argued that expansionism
contradicted American democratic values. This internal debate reflects the
complexity of the era, illustrating that American imperialism was neither
universally accepted nor straightforward.



Legacy and Modern Relevance

American imperialism, as portrayed in the Crash Course series, has left a
lasting impact on U.S. foreign policy and international relations. The
episode encourages viewers to reflect on how early 20th-century expansionism
set precedents for future interventions and shaped America’s role as a global
superpower. Issues such as military presence abroad, economic influence, and
cultural interventionism can trace their roots back to this formative period.

By providing historical context, Crash Course US History 28 helps
contemporary audiences understand ongoing debates about American power and
responsibility in the world. This connection between past and present
underscores the importance of critically engaging with history to inform
current policy discussions.

Features and Educational Value of Crash Course
US History 28

The "american imperialism crash course us history 28" video stands out for
its ability to distill complex historical processes into an accessible format
without sacrificing depth. The episode utilizes a combination of primary
source excerpts, period illustrations, and clear narration to enhance
comprehension. Its balanced approach offers multiple viewpoints, encouraging
critical thinking rather than passive consumption.

For educators, this episode is a valuable tool that complements traditional
textbooks by providing a dynamic overview of American imperialism. The
inclusion of lesser-known events alongside major milestones offers a
comprehensive picture, while the engaging style helps maintain student
interest.

SEO-Relevant Keywords and Phrases Integration

Throughout the episode and accompanying materials, terms such as “American
imperialism,” “U.S. foreign policy,” “Spanish-American War,” “Philippine-
American War,” “Panama Canal,” and “early 20th-century expansionism” are
naturally integrated. These keywords align well with common search queries
related to this historical topic, enhancing the content’s visibility for
learners and researchers alike.

’

Conclusion: A Nuanced Exploration of a Defining
Era

By focusing on "american imperialism crash course us history 28," this review
highlights the episode’s strengths in presenting a multifaceted view of
American expansionism. The episode’s neutral and investigative tone
facilitates a deeper understanding of the motivations behind imperialism and
its complex legacy. In doing so, it offers a vital educational resource that
encourages reflection on how the past continues to shape the United States’
global role today.
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