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Numbers in French for Kids: A Fun and Friendly Guide to Counting in French

Numbers in french for kids can open up a whole new world of learning and cultural exploration.
Whether a child is beginning to learn French as a second language or just curious about how
numbers work in another language, understanding French numbers can be both exciting and
educational. Teaching numbers in French to children doesn’t have to be a dry exercise — with the
right approach, it can be a lively, interactive journey that blends language, music, and games.

Why Learning Numbers in French is Important for Kids

Numbers form the foundation of everyday communication, whether it’s telling the time, counting
objects, or talking about dates and ages. Introducing kids to numbers in French helps build their
vocabulary and confidence. Moreover, it sparks an interest in languages and cultures beyond their
own. Learning numbers in French also aids in cognitive development, especially in enhancing
memory and pattern recognition.

For kids, numbers are often one of the first things they learn in any language because they’re
tangible and easy to practice. In French, numbers come with unique pronunciation rules and
spelling patterns, which also help children develop their listening and speaking skills.

Basic Numbers in French for Kids

Starting with the basics is key. The first ten numbers in French are simple and form the building
blocks for larger numbers. Here’s a quick look at how they go:

0 – zéro

1 – un

2 – deux

3 – trois

4 – quatre

5 – cinq

6 – six

7 – sept

8 – huit



9 – neuf

10 – dix

It helps to say these numbers out loud with kids, encouraging them to mimic the sounds. French
pronunciation can be tricky, so gentle repetition and fun songs or rhymes can make a big difference.

Tips for Teaching Basic French Numbers

- Use visual aids like flashcards with pictures and numbers.
- Incorporate counting games like counting toys, fingers, or steps.
- Use songs such as “Un, Deux, Trois, Nous irons au bois” to make learning memorable.
- Encourage kids to count everyday objects in French to reinforce their skills.

Understanding French Numbers Beyond Ten

Once children are comfortable with numbers 1 through 10, it’s time to introduce the teens and the
concept of combining numbers. Numbers from 11 to 16 have unique names:

11 – onze

12 – douze

13 – treize

14 – quatorze

15 – quinze

16 – seize

From 17 to 19, French numbers combine “dix” (ten) with the unit numbers: dix-sept (17), dix-huit
(18), dix-neuf (19). This pattern helps children understand how numbers are built in French.

Counting in Tens: 20, 30, 40, and Beyond

French uses specific words for the tens:

20 – vingt



30 – trente

40 – quarante

50 – cinquante

60 – soixante

Teaching kids how to combine these tens with unit numbers is crucial. For example, 21 is “vingt et
un,” where the “et” (and) is used only for the number one after twenty, thirty, forty, and sixty. So, 22
is “vingt-deux” (without “et”).

This rule is a fun little puzzle that kids can enjoy figuring out as they practice.

Unique French Number Rules That Kids Find Fun

French numbers have some interesting quirks, especially as numbers get larger. For example, 70 is
“soixante-dix” (literally “sixty-ten”), and 80 is “quatre-vingts” (four twenties). This system can seem
confusing but also gives children a chance to explore language logic and arithmetic simultaneously.

How to Make Complex Numbers Easy for Kids

- Break down numbers into smaller parts. For example, explain 75 as “soixante” + “quinze” (60 +
15).
- Use visuals like number blocks or charts that show the components of the numbers.
- Practice with real-life situations such as telling age, prices, or counting snacks.
- Play interactive games where children build numbers from parts.

Incorporating Games and Activities to Learn Numbers
in French for Kids

Kids learn best when they’re having fun. Using games is a fantastic way to reinforce numbers in
French. Here are some ideas:

Number Bingo: Create bingo cards with French numbers and call out numbers in French for
kids to mark.

Counting Scavenger Hunt: Ask kids to find a certain number of objects around the room and
count them in French.

Flashcard Challenges: Use flashcards to quiz kids quickly, turning it into a friendly



competition.

Sing-Alongs: Songs like “Un, Deux, Trois” or “Alouette” help kids remember numbers
through melody.

These activities not only make learning lively but also improve listening and speaking skills in
French.

Why Repetition and Consistency Matter

Learning numbers in French for kids requires regular practice. Repetition helps solidify their
understanding and pronunciation. Short daily sessions are more effective than long, infrequent
lessons. Encourage children to count in French during everyday moments—like setting the table,
walking upstairs, or playing with friends.

Parents and teachers can also integrate numbers into routine conversations to build familiarity. For
example, asking “Combien de pommes veux-tu?” (How many apples do you want?) invites kids to
respond using French numbers naturally.

Using Technology to Support Learning French Numbers

In today’s digital age, numerous apps and online resources support kids learning French numbers.
Interactive apps often include games, quizzes, and audio features to help with pronunciation. Videos
that combine animation and songs can captivate children’s attention and provide context for the
numbers.

Parents should look for child-friendly apps or websites that focus on language learning and
specifically on numbers in French. Many of these resources use repetition, visual cues, and fun
challenges that align perfectly with how kids learn best.

Expanding Vocabulary Around Numbers in French

Once children master basic numbers, it’s helpful to expand their vocabulary related to numbers. This
includes words like “plus” (plus), “moins” (minus), “égal” (equals), and “combien” (how many).
Understanding these terms allows kids to form simple math sentences in French and enhances their
overall language skills.

Introducing simple math problems in French can be a playful way to combine language learning with
numeracy skills. For example:

“Deux plus trois égale cinq.” (Two plus three equals five.)



“Quatre moins un égale trois.” (Four minus one equals three.)

This approach not only strengthens number recognition but also broadens vocabulary and
comprehension.

Numbers in French for kids are more than just words; they are stepping stones to a deeper
appreciation of language and culture. By making the learning process engaging, interactive, and
consistent, children can develop strong foundational skills that will support their future language
adventures. Whether through songs, games, or everyday conversations, counting in French becomes
a natural and enjoyable part of their learning journey.

Frequently Asked Questions

How do you count from 1 to 10 in French for kids?
You count from 1 to 10 in French as: un, deux, trois, quatre, cinq, six, sept, huit, neuf, dix.

What is the French word for the number 5?
The French word for the number 5 is 'cinq'.

How do you say the number 20 in French?
The number 20 in French is said as 'vingt'.

How can kids learn French numbers easily?
Kids can learn French numbers easily by using songs, flashcards, and counting everyday objects in
French.

What is the French word for zero and why is it important?
The French word for zero is 'zéro'. It is important because it represents the number none or nothing
and is used in counting and math.

How do you say the number 15 in French and what is special
about it?
The number 15 in French is 'quinze'. It is special because French numbers from 11 to 16 have
unique names that are different from the base numbers.



Additional Resources
Numbers in French for Kids: A Professional Review of Learning Methods and Linguistic Features

Numbers in French for kids represent a fundamental aspect of early language acquisition and
cognitive development. Introducing numerical concepts in a foreign language, especially French,
involves unique linguistic structures and pedagogical strategies. This article explores the intricacies
of teaching and learning numbers in French for children, analyzing effective methodologies,
linguistic challenges, and the implications for young learners’ bilingual proficiency.

The Importance of Learning Numbers in French for
Kids

When children learn numbers in French, they engage with not only the numerical system but also
the phonetic and grammatical patterns distinct to the French language. Early numerical literacy
forms the cornerstone of mathematical understanding, and coupling this with language acquisition
can enhance cognitive flexibility and cultural competence. Studies in bilingual education suggest
that introducing numbers in a second language at a young age improves memory retention and
accelerates language fluency.

Furthermore, numbers serve as one of the first concrete vocabulary sets that children encounter in
language learning. Unlike abstract concepts, numbers are universal and provide measurable
milestones for progress. For parents and educators, understanding how to teach numbers in French
effectively can facilitate smoother language immersion and reinforce foundational skills.

Understanding the Structure of Numbers in French

French numbers exhibit both straightforward and complex features that differ from English and
other languages. For example, numbers from one to sixteen (un to seize) follow relatively simple,
unique terms. However, complexity increases with numbers above sixteen due to the construction
rules, especially from 70 upwards.

Basic Numbers: 1 to 20

The initial set of numbers in French is essential for beginners:

Un (1)

Deux (2)

Trois (3)

Quatre (4)



Cinq (5)

Six (6)

Sept (7)

Huit (8)

Neuf (9)

Dix (10)

Onze (11)

Douze (12)

Treize (13)

Quatorze (14)

Quinze (15)

Seize (16)

Dix-sept (17)

Dix-huit (18)

Dix-neuf (19)

Vingt (20)

The straightforward naming of numbers up to sixteen aids memorization, while the compound forms
starting at seventeen introduce basic rules in number formation that are vital for understanding
higher numbers.

Complex Numbers: 70 to 99

One of the most challenging aspects of numbers in French for kids is the unusual pattern used for
numbers between 70 and 99. Unlike English or many other Romance languages, French employs a
vigesimal (base-20) system in this range:

Soixante-dix (70) – literally "sixty-ten"1.

Soixante-et-onze (71) – "sixty and eleven"2.



Quatre-vingts (80) – "four twenties"3.

Quatre-vingt-dix (90) – "four twenties ten"4.

This system can initially confuse learners because it deviates from the decimal approach they might
be accustomed to. For children, grasping this peculiarity requires targeted teaching strategies, such
as visual aids or interactive games that reinforce the concept of combining smaller numbers to form
larger ones.

Methods and Tools for Teaching Numbers in French to
Children

The effectiveness of teaching numbers in French for kids hinges on the selection of appropriate
pedagogical tools and the incorporation of engaging methodologies. Various approaches cater to
different learning styles and developmental stages.

Interactive and Multisensory Learning

Research in early childhood education underscores the value of multisensory learning. Children
retain information better through activities that involve sight, sound, and touch. For numbers in
French, this might include:

Flashcards with numerals and corresponding French words

Counting songs and rhymes in French

Physical counting exercises using objects like blocks or beads

Digital apps featuring interactive games focused on French numbers

Interactive applications designed specifically for French language learners often integrate
gamification, rewarding progress with visual and auditory feedback, which can motivate children to
practice consistently.

Contextual Learning Through Everyday Activities

Integrating numbers in French for kids into daily routines enhances retention by contextualizing
vocabulary. For instance, counting fruits during snack time or identifying numbers on clocks and
calendars in French can make learning organic and practical.



Educators recommend consistent exposure to numerical language in naturalistic settings,
emphasizing repetition without monotony. Storybooks featuring numbers, bilingual counting games,
and simple math problems in French encourage active use, reinforcing both numerical
understanding and language skills.

Challenges and Solutions in Teaching French Numbers
to Young Learners

Despite the benefits, teaching numbers in French for kids presents a set of challenges that require
thoughtful consideration.

Pronunciation Difficulties

French numerals contain phonemes that may be unfamiliar or difficult for children, such as the nasal
sounds in “un” or the liaison in “vingt et un.” Incorrect pronunciation can hinder comprehension and
confidence. To address this, educators often use repetitive listening exercises and encourage
mimicry of native speakers through songs and videos.

Complex Number Patterns

As previously discussed, the vigesimal system for numbers between 70 and 99 can be a stumbling
block. Simplifying the concept by breaking down numbers into smaller, more manageable units can
alleviate confusion. Visual aids that represent these numbers as groups of twenties and additional
units help children conceptualize the formation logically.

Retention Over Time

Maintaining knowledge of French numbers requires ongoing practice. One-off lessons are
insufficient for long-term mastery. Structured review sessions, spaced repetition, and integrating
numbers into broader language lessons ensure that children internalize and recall numerical
vocabulary effectively.

Comparative Insights: French Numbers Versus Other
Languages

Understanding how French numbers compare to those in other languages can illuminate both the
challenges and advantages of teaching them to children.

For example, Spanish and Italian utilize more regular decimal-based systems without the complex



vigesimal structure found in French. This regularity often makes early number acquisition smoother
for learners of those languages. On the other hand, French’s unique patterns encourage cognitive
flexibility and problem-solving, as children learn to decode and apply rules rather than memorize
isolated words.

Additionally, the phonetic clarity of French numbers is often considered more approachable than
languages with tonal or character-based numeral systems, such as Mandarin Chinese. This can
simplify initial learning stages for certain demographics.

Practical Recommendations for Parents and Educators

To optimize the learning experience of numbers in French for kids, consider the following
professional recommendations:

Start Early: Introduce numbers in French as part of natural language exposure to capitalize1.
on children’s innate ability to absorb new sounds and structures.

Use Diverse Materials: Combine physical objects, visual aids, audio recordings, and digital2.
resources to cater to varied learning preferences.

Emphasize Repetition and Context: Reinforce numerical vocabulary through repeated use3.
in meaningful contexts rather than rote memorization.

Encourage Parental Involvement: Parents who engage with children using French numbers4.
at home can significantly enhance retention and enthusiasm.

Adapt to the Child’s Pace: Recognize that some children may need more time to master5.
complex numbers and provide supportive, patient instruction.

These strategies align with research-backed language acquisition principles and can lead to more
successful outcomes when teaching French numbers to young learners.

Numbers in French for kids constitute more than a linguistic hurdle; they are an entry point into
cultural immersion, cognitive development, and bilingual competence. By understanding the
structural nuances of French numerals and deploying effective teaching tools, educators and parents
can foster a robust foundation in both language and arithmetic skills that benefits children well
beyond initial lessons.
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