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CPA Exam Dates Florida: Your Guide to Scheduling and Preparation

cpa exam dates florida are an essential piece of information for aspiring
accountants looking to get licensed in the Sunshine State. Whether you’re a
recent graduate or a working professional aiming to advance your career,
understanding when and how you can take the CPA exam in Florida plays a
critical role in your study plan and overall success. In this article, we’ll
walk you through everything you need to know about CPA exam scheduling in
Florida, including important deadlines, testing windows, and tips to help you
navigate the process smoothly.

Understanding the CPA Exam Schedule in Florida

The CPA exam is a rigorous four-part test that evaluates your knowledge and
skills in accounting. Each part—Auditing and Attestation (AUD), Business
Environment and Concepts (BEC), Financial Accounting and Reporting (FAR), and
Regulation (REG)—must be passed within an 18-month rolling window. But when
can you actually sit for these exams in Florida?

Testing Windows and Availability

Unlike many other standardized tests, the CPA exam is offered year-round at
Prometric testing centers, including those in Florida. This means you can
schedule your exam date almost any time during the year, depending on
availability. However, there are quarterly score release dates that
candidates should keep in mind:

- **Quarter 1:** January to March
- **Quarter 2:** April to June
- **Quarter 3:** July to September
- **Quarter 4:** October to December

You can take one or more sections each quarter, but remember that your exam
sections must be passed within an 18-month rolling period.

Important Deadlines for Florida CPA Candidates

Before you can schedule your exam, you first need to apply for the CPA exam
license through the Florida Board of Accountancy. After your application is
approved, you will receive a Notice to Schedule (NTS), which is your official
authorization to book your exam date.



Here are some key points to keep in mind regarding CPA exam dates and
deadlines in Florida:

- **NTS Validity:** Once issued, your Notice to Schedule is typically valid
for six months. You must complete the exam section(s) within this time frame
or risk forfeiting your fees.
- **Reapplication:** If your NTS expires before you schedule or complete your
exam, you will have to reapply and pay additional fees.
- **Candidate Eligibility:** Florida requires candidates to meet education
requirements, typically 150 semester hours with a bachelor’s degree, before
applying.

How to Schedule Your CPA Exam Dates in Florida

Scheduling your CPA exam dates in Florida is an important step that requires
a bit of planning. Here’s a simple breakdown of how to do it:

Step 1: Confirm Eligibility

Make sure you meet Florida’s educational and experience requirements by
submitting transcripts and necessary documentation to the Florida Board of
Accountancy.

Step 2: Submit Your Application

Complete the CPA exam application through the Florida Department of Business
and Professional Regulation (DBPR). After approval, you will receive your
Notice to Schedule (NTS).

Step 3: Create a Prometric Account

Visit the official Prometric website, which administers the CPA exam, and
create an account if you don’t already have one. This will allow you to
schedule testing appointments and manage your exam dates.

Step 4: Schedule Your Exam

Using the NTS, select which section(s) you want to take and pick available
dates at your preferred Florida testing center. Popular locations include
Miami, Orlando, Tampa, and Jacksonville.



Step 5: Prepare for Exam Day

After scheduling, make sure to review the exam rules, what to bring, and
testing center policies to ensure a smooth experience.

Tips for Managing Your CPA Exam Timeline in
Florida

Planning your CPA exam dates in Florida strategically can help reduce stress
and increase your chances of passing on the first try. Here are some
practical tips:

Space Out Your Exams: Don’t cram all four sections into consecutive
days. Give yourself enough time to prepare between sections, especially
since some like FAR and REG are more content-heavy.

Consider Your Personal Schedule: Florida’s year-round testing allows
flexibility, but be mindful of your work, school, or personal
commitments when selecting exam dates.

Apply Early: Submit your application well in advance to avoid delays in
receiving your NTS, especially during busy testing periods.

Stay Updated on Score Release Dates: Knowing when scores come out can
help you plan your next exam section accordingly.

Utilize Local Resources: Florida has many CPA review courses and study
groups tailored to state candidates, which can aid your preparation.

Florida CPA Exam Testing Centers and Locations

Florida offers several Prometric testing centers where candidates can take
the CPA exam. Choosing a convenient location can make your exam day less
stressful.

Major Testing Locations Across Florida

Miami: Convenient for candidates in the southeastern part of the state,
Miami offers multiple testing sites.



Orlando: Central Florida’s hub, Orlando is accessible for many students
and professionals in the region.

Tampa: Serving the western coast, Tampa’s testing centers are popular
among CPA candidates in that area.

Jacksonville: For those in the northern part of Florida, Jacksonville
provides accessible testing options.

Make sure to check with Prometric for the latest updates on testing center
availability and any COVID-19 related restrictions or requirements that might
affect scheduling.

What to Expect on CPA Exam Day in Florida

Knowing what to expect on exam day can help calm nerves and ensure everything
goes smoothly. Here are some key points about the CPA exam experience in
Florida:

- Arrive at least 30 minutes early to allow time for check-in and security
procedures.
- Bring two forms of valid identification, including one government-issued
photo ID.
- Personal items like phones, notes, or calculators are not allowed inside
the testing room; Prometric provides an on-screen calculator when needed.
- The exam is computer-based and timed, with breaks between sections.
- Testing centers follow strict security protocols to maintain exam
integrity.

Understanding Score Release and Retake Policies

After you finish a CPA exam section in Florida, your scores are typically
released quarterly. Knowing the timing helps you plan your next steps:

- Scores for exams taken in a quarter are usually released the following
quarter.
- If you don’t pass a section, you can retake it after a waiting period,
which is generally the next testing window.
- Remember, you must pass all four sections within 18 months to obtain your
CPA license.



Additional Resources for Florida CPA Candidates

Florida CPA exam candidates have access to a variety of resources to support
their journey:

Florida Board of Accountancy Website: Official updates on licensing
requirements and exam policies.

NASBA (National Association of State Boards of Accountancy): Provides
detailed CPA exam information and candidate services.

Prometric Scheduling Portal: For booking exam dates and managing
appointments.

Local CPA Societies: Florida has active CPA societies offering
networking and study groups.

Embarking on the CPA exam journey in Florida requires attention to detail and
timely action, especially when it comes to scheduling your exam dates. With
year-round testing availability and multiple testing centers, you have the
flexibility to find dates that suit your pace and lifestyle. Staying
organized, meeting deadlines, and preparing strategically will put you on the
path to success in obtaining your CPA license in Florida.

Frequently Asked Questions

When are the CPA exam dates for Florida in 2024?
The CPA exam in Florida is offered year-round on a continuous testing model,
allowing candidates to schedule their exams at any available date throughout
the year.

How do I schedule my CPA exam date in Florida?
You can schedule your CPA exam date in Florida through the NASBA CPA
Examination Services website after your application has been approved by the
Florida Board of Accountancy.

Are there any blackout periods for the CPA exam in
Florida?
No, Florida follows the continuous testing model, so there are no blackout
periods. Candidates can take the CPA exam any time during the year based on
test center availability.



Can I change my CPA exam date in Florida after
scheduling?
Yes, you can reschedule your CPA exam date in Florida, but you must do so at
least 24 hours before the scheduled appointment to avoid forfeiting your exam
fees.

Where can I find available CPA exam testing centers
in Florida?
Available CPA exam testing centers in Florida can be found on the Prometric
website when scheduling your exam. Major cities like Miami, Orlando, Tampa,
and Jacksonville typically have testing centers.

Is there a deadline to take the CPA exam in Florida
after application approval?
Yes, once your application is approved by the Florida Board of Accountancy,
you have 6 months to pass all four sections of the CPA exam before your
eligibility expires.

Additional Resources
CPA Exam Dates Florida: Navigating the Scheduling Landscape for Aspiring
Accountants

cpa exam dates florida represent a critical consideration for candidates
aiming to enter the accounting profession within the Sunshine State.
Understanding the scheduling framework, registration timelines, and testing
windows is essential for effective preparation and timely completion of the
Certified Public Accountant (CPA) examination. As Florida continues to
attract a growing number of accounting professionals, familiarity with the
state's exam dates and related procedural nuances has become increasingly
important.

The CPA exam, administered by the National Association of State Boards of
Accountancy (NASBA) in collaboration with the American Institute of Certified
Public Accountants (AICPA), follows a uniform structure across states.
However, specific administrative elements such as registration deadlines,
testing windows, and seat availability can differ slightly depending on the
jurisdiction. This makes the investigation into CPA exam dates Florida
uniquely relevant for candidates residing or planning to practice in the
state.



Understanding the CPA Exam Scheduling Framework
in Florida

The CPA exam is divided into four sections: Auditing and Attestation (AUD),
Business Environment and Concepts (BEC), Financial Accounting and Reporting
(FAR), and Regulation (REG). Each section is offered year-round in Florida,
allowing candidates a flexible approach to scheduling. This year-round
availability contrasts with previous testing models, where exams were only
offered during specific quarterly windows.

The transition to continuous testing, introduced nationwide in 2020, removed
the traditional quarterly testing windows and enabled candidates to sit for
any exam section at any time, provided they meet eligibility criteria and
scheduling requirements. For Florida candidates, this means that the concept
of "CPA exam dates Florida" now revolves more around personal scheduling
preferences and available testing slots rather than fixed calendar dates.

Registration and Scheduling Process

Before scheduling an exam, candidates must meet the Florida Board of
Accountancy’s educational and application requirements. Once eligible,
candidates apply through the Florida Department of Business and Professional
Regulation (DBPR) and receive a Notice to Schedule (NTS) from NASBA. The NTS
acts as a voucher, authorizing candidates to book their exam sections within
a six-month window.

Scheduling is conducted through the Prometric testing center network, which
operates multiple testing sites across Florida, including locations in Miami,
Orlando, Tampa, and Jacksonville. Candidates access the Prometric website to
select their preferred test center, date, and time, subject to availability.

Given the rolling testing model, the phrase "CPA exam dates Florida" is less
about predetermined dates and more about real-time seat availability. Popular
testing centers and peak periods—such as just before the expiration of an
NTS—can become crowded, potentially limiting choice. Therefore, early
scheduling is advisable.

Key Considerations for CPA Exam Candidates in
Florida

Exam candidates must navigate several factors unique to Florida’s regulatory
environment and testing infrastructure. Awareness of these elements can
influence the timing and strategy for taking the CPA exam.



Educational and Experience Requirements

Florida requires candidates to have completed 150 semester hours of college
education, including specific accounting and business courses, before sitting
for the CPA exam. This prerequisite can affect when candidates become
eligible to schedule their exams, directly influencing the timeline of CPA
exam dates Florida aspirants must consider.

Additionally, Florida mandates one year of work experience under the
supervision of a licensed CPA for licensure, but this experience is not a
barrier to taking the exam itself. Candidates often use this flexibility to
schedule exams soon after completing educational requirements, aligning exam
dates with their career progression.

Testing Locations and Accessibility

Florida's extensive geography and population density necessitate multiple
Prometric testing centers to accommodate candidates efficiently. The state
hosts major centers in:

Miami

Orlando

Tampa

Jacksonville

Fort Lauderdale

Gainesville

Each center offers various dates, but availability can fluctuate based on
local demand. Candidates in rural or less populous areas may need to travel
to access nearby testing sites, influencing the choice of CPA exam dates
Florida candidates select.

Cost and Scheduling Fees

While the CPA exam fees are standardized nationally, Florida candidates
should be aware of associated costs including:

Application fee to DBPR



Exam section fees payable to NASBA

Scheduling fees charged by Prometric for rescheduling or cancellations

Financial planning is essential, especially considering that rescheduling an
exam less than 30 days before the appointment incurs a fee. This policy
underscores the importance of selecting CPA exam dates Florida candidates can
commit to firmly.

Comparative Analysis: Florida Versus Other
States on CPA Exam Scheduling

Florida's adoption of the continuous testing model aligns with most U.S.
jurisdictions, yet some states maintain additional procedural requirements
that impact exam scheduling. For instance, certain states impose stricter
eligibility checks or limit the number of exam sections per testing window,
factors Florida candidates typically do not face.

Moreover, Florida's relatively large number of Prometric centers offers more
flexibility compared to states with fewer testing locations. This advantage
reduces travel burdens and scheduling conflicts for many candidates.

On the downside, Florida's popularity as a professional hub means peak
testing periods can experience higher demand, potentially leading to limited
date availability. In contrast, less populous states may offer more open
scheduling but fewer local testing sites.

Impact of COVID-19 on CPA Exam Scheduling in Florida

The COVID-19 pandemic briefly disrupted CPA exam administration globally.
Florida testing centers temporarily closed or operated at reduced capacity,
resulting in postponed exam dates and increased wait times. Although most
centers have resumed full operations, candidates scheduling CPA exam dates
Florida should remain attentive to any public health updates or Prometric
announcements that could affect availability.

Strategic Tips for Selecting CPA Exam Dates in
Florida

Given the nuances of scheduling, candidates aiming to optimize their CPA exam
experience in Florida might consider the following strategies:



Early Application and Scheduling: Submit applications and schedule exams1.
promptly upon receiving the NTS to secure preferred dates and locations.

Flexibility with Locations: Be open to testing centers beyond immediate2.
metropolitan areas to access more date options.

Monitor Prometric Availability: Frequently check Prometric’s site as new3.
test seats can open due to cancellations.

Plan Around Work and Study Commitments: Select exam dates that allow4.
sufficient preparation and minimize stress from external obligations.

Understand Rescheduling Policies: Avoid last-minute changes to prevent5.
additional fees and logistical complications.

These considerations are particularly relevant given Florida’s dynamic
candidate pool and the continuous testing model’s inherent flexibility.

---

Navigating the CPA exam dates Florida landscape requires a thorough
understanding of the state’s procedural requirements, testing infrastructure,
and strategic scheduling considerations. While the continuous testing model
has introduced unprecedented flexibility, candidates must remain proactive in
securing testing appointments and fulfilling eligibility criteria. By
aligning educational milestones with scheduling realities, Florida CPA
candidates can maximize their chances for timely success in this demanding
professional credentialing process.
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