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AWS Certification Exam Cost: What You Need to Know Before Taking the Test

aws certification exam cost is one of the first questions that come to mind when professionals consider
validating their cloud skills with Amazon Web Services. Whether you're an IT professional, developer, or
cloud architect, understanding the financial investment involved in earning an AWS certification is crucial.
Beyond just the price tag, it’s helpful to grasp how costs vary among different certification levels and what
factors might influence your overall expense. Let’s dive into the details and help you plan your certification
journey with confidence.

Breaking Down the AWS Certification Exam Cost

When it comes to AWS certifications, pricing is relatively standardized but varies depending on the exam level.
AWS offers multiple certifications categorized into Foundational, Associate, Professional, and Specialty
levels, each designed to validate different skill sets and expertise.

Cost of Foundational Level Certification

The Foundational certification, specifically the AWS Certified Cloud Practitioner exam, is the most accessible
and entry-level credential. It’s designed for individuals who want a broad overview of AWS services without
deep technical knowledge.

- **Exam Cost:** $100 USD
- **Details:** This exam provides a great budget-friendly option for beginners and non-technical professionals
looking to demonstrate their understanding of cloud concepts.

Associate Level Certification Pricing

Most candidates start at the Associate level, which includes three popular certifications:

- AWS Certified Solutions Architect – Associate
- AWS Certified Developer – Associate
- AWS Certified SysOps Administrator – Associate

Each of these exams is priced at:

- **Exam Cost:** $150 USD

These certifications require more in-depth knowledge and hands-on experience, justifying the higher fee compared
to the foundational exam.

Professional and Specialty Certifications: The Premium Tier

For cloud experts looking to showcase advanced skills, AWS offers Professional and Specialty
certifications. These are more challenging exams covering complex topics like architecture, security, machine
learning, and advanced networking.

- **Professional Exams Cost:** $300 USD each



- **Specialty Exams Cost:** $300 USD each

Because these exams demand extensive preparation and expertise, the higher cost reflects the value and rigor
involved.

Additional Costs to Consider Beyond the Exam Fee

While the official AWS certification exam cost is straightforward, the total investment in earning a
certification often goes beyond just the exam fee itself. Here are some factors that can add to your overall
expenses:

Training and Study Materials

Preparing for AWS certifications usually involves purchasing study guides, enrolling in online courses, or
attending instructor-led training sessions. Prices for these resources can vary widely:

- Online courses: $0 (free introductory courses) to $500+
- Books and practice exams: $20 to $100
- Bootcamps or in-person training: $1,000 and up

Although AWS provides free digital training on their website, many candidates find paid resources helpful for
structured learning and exam readiness.

Practice Exams and Labs

Hands-on experience is crucial for passing AWS exams, especially at the Associate level and beyond. Some
platforms offer lab environments and practice exams for a fee:

- Practice tests typically cost between $20 and $50
- Lab environments might be subscription-based or pay-per-use

Investing in these can significantly improve your chances of success but adds to the overall cost.

Retake and Rescheduling Fees

If you don’t pass the exam on the first try, you’ll need to pay the full exam fee again for a retake. AWS does
not offer exam fee waivers or discounts for retakes. Additionally, if you need to reschedule your exam
appointment, fees may apply depending on how close to the exam date you make the change.

How to Save Money on AWS Certification Exams

Understanding the costs is one thing, but many candidates want to know how to minimize expenses while still
preparing effectively.



Leverage Free AWS Training Resources

AWS provides a wealth of free resources, including:

- AWS Training and Certification digital courses
- Whitepapers and exam guides
- Hands-on labs via AWS Free Tier

Taking advantage of these can reduce the need for expensive external courses.

Use Exam Vouchers and Discounts

Sometimes, AWS or its partners offer promotional vouchers or discounts for certification exams. These can
come from:

- AWS events or webinars
- Employer-sponsored programs
- Training providers who bundle exam vouchers with their courses

It’s worth researching and asking your employer if they support certification costs.

Plan Your Exam Strategy

Rather than rushing to take multiple exams in a short period, pace yourself to reduce retake risks. Preparing
thoroughly the first time can save you $150 to $300 on retakes.

Why Investing in AWS Certification Is Worth the Cost

It’s easy to focus purely on the aws certification exam cost and hesitate. However, the value these
certifications bring to your career often outweighs the initial investment.

- **Career Advancement:** Certified professionals often command higher salaries and have better job
prospects.
- **Skill Validation:** Certification confirms your expertise to employers and clients.
- **Access to AWS Community and Resources:** Certified individuals receive invitations to exclusive events
and digital badges that enhance credibility.

In many cases, the boost in earning potential and professional opportunities makes the exam fees a wise
investment.

The Return on Investment (ROI) Perspective

Many AWS certified professionals report salary increases ranging from 10% to 30% after obtaining
certifications. When you consider the exam fee alongside potential salary gains, the cost becomes a fraction of
the overall career advancement.



Final Thoughts on AWS Certification Exam Cost

Navigating the aws certification exam cost landscape is straightforward once you understand the tiers and
additional factors involved. Foundational exams offer an affordable entry point, while specialty and
professional certifications require a larger commitment but provide greater recognition. Balancing investment in
study materials and exam fees with free resources and discounts can make certification attainable for most
budgets.

Ultimately, the cost of AWS certification exams is a stepping stone toward building a successful cloud
career. With thoughtful preparation and strategic planning, you can turn this investment into a powerful
credential that opens doors across the tech industry.

Frequently Asked Questions

How much does the AWS Certified Solutions Architect – Associate exam
cost?

The AWS Certified Solutions Architect – Associate exam costs $150 USD.

Are there any additional fees besides the AWS certification exam cost?

Yes, besides the exam fee, you may incur costs for study materials, training courses, and practice exams, but
there are no additional fees charged by AWS for taking the exam itself.

Does the AWS certification exam cost vary by region?

No, the AWS certification exam cost is generally standardized globally at $150 for associate-level exams
and $300 for professional and specialty exams, though taxes may vary depending on your location.

Is there a discount available for the AWS certification exam cost?

AWS occasionally offers discounts through promotions, training programs, or vouchers for students and
AWS partners, but generally, the standard exam fee applies unless you qualify for such offers.

What is the cost to retake an AWS certification exam if I fail?

If you fail an AWS certification exam, you must pay the full exam fee again to retake it, which is $150 for
associate-level and $300 for professional and specialty-level exams.

Additional Resources
AWS Certification Exam Cost: A Detailed Professional Review

aws certification exam cost is a crucial consideration for IT professionals and organizations aiming to
validate their cloud expertise through Amazon Web Services (AWS) certifications. As AWS continues to
dominate the cloud computing landscape, the demand for certified professionals has surged, prompting many to
evaluate the investment required to achieve these credentials. Understanding the pricing structure, associated
fees, and potential value is essential for making informed decisions about pursuing AWS certifications.



Understanding the Pricing Structure of AWS Certification Exams

AWS certifications are categorized into four main levels: Foundational, Associate, Professional, and
Specialty. Each tier has a distinct exam cost aligned with its complexity and career impact. The cost
variations reflect the depth of knowledge assessed and the certification’s market value.

Breakdown of AWS Certification Exam Fees

Foundational Level: The AWS Certified Cloud Practitioner exam represents the entry-level
certification, designed for individuals new to cloud computing. The exam cost is typically $100.

Associate Level: Certifications such as AWS Certified Solutions Architect – Associate, AWS Certified
Developer – Associate, and AWS Certified SysOps Administrator – Associate fall under this category.
Each exam costs approximately $150.

Professional Level: This tier includes AWS Certified Solutions Architect – Professional and AWS
Certified DevOps Engineer – Professional. These exams are more challenging and priced at around $300.

Specialty Certifications: Specialty exams target niche areas like advanced networking, security, machine
learning, and big data. These certifications also carry a price tag of about $300 per exam.

The structured pricing approach allows candidates to anticipate their financial commitment based on the
desired certification level. Notably, AWS occasionally revises exam fees, so staying updated through the
official AWS Certification website is advisable.

Additional Costs and Considerations

While the base exam fee is the most apparent expense, candidates should account for supplementary costs that
contribute to the overall investment in AWS certification.

Preparation Materials and Training

Many candidates invest in official AWS training courses, third-party study guides, practice exams, and online
bootcamps. Prices for these resources vary widely:

AWS’s own digital training offerings often include free foundational courses, but advanced preparation
classes can range from $600 to over $3,000 depending on format and depth.

Third-party study materials, including books and practice tests, typically range from $30 to $200.

Instructor-led bootcamps or online workshops may cost several hundred dollars, providing structured
learning and hands-on labs.

These educational investments, while optional, significantly enhance the likelihood of success and can be
factored into the overall cost of certification.



Retake and Rescheduling Fees

An often-overlooked aspect of aws certification exam cost involves potential retake fees. If a candidate does
not pass on the first attempt, they must pay the full exam fee to retake the test. Additionally, rescheduling or
canceling exams within certain timeframes may incur fees, typically a percentage of the exam cost or a flat fee.

Cost Comparison: AWS Certification Versus Other Cloud
Providers

In evaluating aws certification exam cost, it is insightful to compare AWS pricing with other major cloud
service providers like Microsoft Azure and Google Cloud Platform (GCP).

Microsoft Azure Certifications: Microsoft’s certification exams generally cost between $99 and $165,
which is comparable to AWS’s associate level pricing but slightly lower for professional and specialty
exams.

Google Cloud Certifications: Google Cloud exams are priced around $125 to $200, positioning them
somewhat competitively against AWS, especially for mid-level certifications.

This comparison highlights AWS’s premium pricing for professional and specialty certifications, likely reflecting
the platform’s market dominance and the rigorous nature of their exams.

Value Proposition Relative to Cost

Despite the higher exam fees, AWS certifications often yield significant returns on investment due to the
widespread adoption of AWS services across industries. Certified professionals frequently command higher
salaries, improved job security, and better career advancement opportunities. This potential for career growth
can justify the upfront aws certification exam cost for many candidates.

Discounts, Vouchers, and Cost-Saving Opportunities

Recognizing the financial burden certification exams may impose, AWS and affiliated training providers
occasionally offer discounts and vouchers.

AWS Promotional Vouchers: These are sometimes provided during AWS events, webinars, or through
partner programs, allowing exam fee reductions or free retakes.

Corporate Sponsorships: Many employers sponsor certification costs for their employees as part of
professional development initiatives.

Student and Educator Discounts: AWS offers academic programs that may reduce costs for eligible
participants.

Candidates should explore these avenues to mitigate aws certification exam cost, especially when pursuing
multiple certifications.



The Impact of Exam Cost on Certification Strategy

Given the financial considerations, candidates often strategize their certification paths carefully. Some opt to
start with the foundational certification to validate basic cloud knowledge before investing in more costly
associate or professional exams. Others prioritize certifications aligned with their career goals to maximize
return on investment.

Exam Delivery Methods and Associated Costs

AWS certifications are delivered either through online proctored exams or at testing centers. While the exam
fee remains consistent across these methods, the convenience and accessibility of online exams can reduce
indirect costs such as travel and accommodation.

However, candidates should ensure they meet the technical requirements for online proctored exams to avoid
potential disruptions that could lead to rescheduling fees.

Summary of Key aws certification exam cost Factors

Base exam fees vary from $100 for foundational to $300 for professional and specialty certifications.1.

Additional costs include preparation materials, training, and possible retake fees.2.

Comparatively, AWS exam fees are on par or slightly higher than other cloud providers.3.

Discounts and vouchers can significantly offset overall certification expenses.4.

Exam delivery options influence indirect costs but not the exam fee itself.5.

As AWS certification continues to evolve, monitoring exam pricing and leveraging cost-saving opportunities
remain essential for professionals seeking to validate their skills cost-effectively. The investment in obtaining
AWS credentials, while not negligible, often correlates with tangible career benefits in the expanding cloud
computing domain.
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