
i will arise and go to jesus history

**The Inspiring Story Behind "I Will Arise and Go to Jesus"**

i will arise and go to jesus history is a phrase that echoes with deep spiritual longing and hope. It’s

more than just words from a beloved hymn; it represents a heartfelt journey back to faith, a turning

point in many believers' lives. Exploring the origins and history behind this timeless hymn reveals not

only the story of its creation but also the powerful context from which it emerged—a story that

continues to inspire worshippers around the world today.

The Origins of "I Will Arise and Go to Jesus"

The hymn “I Will Arise and Go to Jesus” is rooted in the 19th-century American Christian revivalist

tradition. It was penned by William Hunter, a preacher and hymn writer whose personal experiences

deeply influenced his work. Hunter wrote the lyrics during a time of spiritual awakening and revival in

the United States, which saw a surge of heartfelt expressions of repentance and renewal.

Who Was William Hunter?

William Hunter, born in the early 1800s, was not just a hymn writer but also a preacher who traveled

extensively, spreading the Christian gospel. His passion for soul-winning and spiritual renewal is

evident in the simplicity and earnestness of his lyrics. Hunter’s life was marked by a profound

commitment to the message of redemption, which he conveyed through hymns that have stood the

test of time.



The Spiritual Climate of the Time

The mid to late 19th century was a period of intense religious revival in America, often referred to as

the Second Great Awakening. Camp meetings, tent revivals, and powerful preaching stirred many to

seek repentance and transformation. Hymns like “I Will Arise and Go to Jesus” captured the spirit of

this movement, providing an emotional outlet for those yearning to turn away from sin and return to

God.

The Meaning and Message Behind the Hymn

At its core, “I Will Arise and Go to Jesus” is a hymn of repentance and surrender. The lyrics express

a sinner’s resolve to leave behind a life of wandering and return to the loving embrace of Jesus Christ.

The central theme revolves around the biblical parable of the prodigal son, a story that resonates

deeply with believers seeking forgiveness and restoration.

Connection to the Parable of the Prodigal Son

The hymn’s opening line, “I will arise and go to Jesus,” mirrors the prodigal son’s decision to return

home after a period of waywardness. This parable from the Gospel of Luke highlights God’s

unconditional love and readiness to forgive, no matter how far one has strayed. Hunter’s hymn

beautifully encapsulates this message, encouraging believers to take that first step toward

reconciliation.

Lyrics That Stir the Heart

The simplicity of the hymn’s lyrics is part of its enduring appeal:



*“I will arise and go to Jesus,

He will embrace me in

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the origin of the hymn 'I Will Arise and Go to Jesus'?

The hymn 'I Will Arise and Go to Jesus' was written by William Hunter in the 19th century, drawing

inspiration from the biblical parable of the Prodigal Son.

What biblical story inspired 'I Will Arise and Go to Jesus'?

The hymn is inspired by the Parable of the Prodigal Son found in Luke 15:11-32, which emphasizes

repentance and returning to God.

When was 'I Will Arise and Go to Jesus' first published?

The hymn was first published in the mid-1800s, becoming popular in various Christian hymnals over

time.

Who was William Hunter, the writer of 'I Will Arise and Go to Jesus'?

William Hunter was a 19th-century hymn writer known for composing religious songs that focused on

themes of repentance and redemption.

How does 'I Will Arise and Go to Jesus' reflect its historical context?

The hymn reflects the 19th-century evangelical revival movement, emphasizing personal repentance

and a heartfelt return to faith in Jesus.



Has the melody of 'I Will Arise and Go to Jesus' changed over time?

While the lyrics have remained largely consistent, various musical arrangements and melodies have

been adapted to suit different denominations and worship styles.

What is the significance of the phrase 'I will arise and go to Jesus'

historically?

Historically, the phrase symbolizes a personal decision to repent and return to God, echoing the

spiritual awakening common during revival periods.

Is 'I Will Arise and Go to Jesus' still used in modern worship services?

Yes, the hymn continues to be popular in many Christian denominations, especially in traditional and

gospel hymnals, due to its timeless message of repentance and grace.

Additional Resources

**The Enduring Legacy of “I Will Arise and Go to Jesus”: A Historical Exploration**

i will arise and go to jesus history is a phrase that resonates deeply within Christian hymnody and

spiritual tradition. This beloved hymn, often sung in churches across the world, carries a rich historical

significance that reflects both its theological roots and cultural impact. Exploring the origins,

development, and influence of “I Will Arise and Go to Jesus” offers insight into the hymn’s enduring

appeal and its role within the broader context of American gospel music and spiritual expression.

The Origins of “I Will Arise and Go to Jesus”

The hymn "I Will Arise and Go to Jesus" was penned by William Hunter in the early 19th century,

around 1845. Hunter, a Baptist minister from Georgia, crafted the lyrics drawing inspiration from the



biblical parable of the Prodigal Son found in Luke 15:18, where the son declares, “I will arise and go

to my father.” This scriptural foundation imbues the hymn with themes of repentance, redemption, and

the personal decision to return to faith.

Musically, the tune most commonly associated with this hymn is known as “Christmas,” composed by

the notable American musician and educator Lewis T. Hartsough. The melody’s gentle, reflective

quality complements the lyrics’ penitential tone, making it a favored choice for contemplative worship

settings.

The Biblical and Theological Context

At its core, “I Will Arise and Go to Jesus” is a musical embodiment of spiritual awakening and

reconciliation. The hymn’s narrative voice echoes the inner conflict and ultimate submission of the

sinner acknowledging the need for divine forgiveness. This mirrors the Christian doctrine of repentance

— a turning away from sin and returning to God’s grace.

The hymn also reflects the evangelical fervor of the 19th-century American religious landscape, where

revival meetings and camp gatherings emphasized personal salvation experiences. It aligns with the

Second Great Awakening’s call for heartfelt repentance and individual commitment, situating the song

within a broader historical movement toward democratizing religious participation.

Evolution and Cultural Impact

Over the decades, “I Will Arise and Go to Jesus” has transcended its initial Baptist and evangelical

contexts to become a staple in various Christian traditions. Its presence is notable in Southern gospel,

shape-note singing, and contemporary worship repertoires.



Shape-Note Singing and Hymnals

The song’s inclusion in shape-note hymnals such as "The Sacred Harp" and "The Southern Harmony"

facilitated its widespread dissemination in the American South. Shape-note singing, characterized by

its distinctive notation and communal singing style, helped preserve many traditional hymns during a

time when oral transmission played a vital role in musical culture.

The hymn’s simple yet profound lyrics paired with a memorable tune made it accessible for

congregations of varying musical abilities, reinforcing its popularity in rural and urban settings alike.

Modern Interpretations and Recordings

In contemporary Christian music circles, “I Will Arise and Go to Jesus” has been recorded and

adapted by numerous artists, ranging from traditional gospel quartets to modern worship bands. These

renditions often introduce new arrangements and instrumentation while maintaining the hymn’s core

message.

The song’s adaptability speaks to its timeless appeal. Whether performed acapella in a small chapel or

with full band accompaniment in a megachurch, the hymn continues to inspire reflections on faith and

repentance.

Analyzing the Lyrics and Musical Composition

A closer examination of the hymn’s structure reveals its effectiveness in conveying spiritual themes.



Lyrics Breakdown

The lyrics follow a repetitive and declarative pattern, emphasizing the singer’s resolution to return to

Jesus. Key lines include:

- “I will arise and go to Jesus, He will embrace me in His arms.”

- “In the arms of my dear Savior, Oh, there are ten thousand charms.”

This repetition reinforces the certainty and comfort found in divine acceptance. The language is

intimate and emotive, creating a personal connection between the worshiper and the divine.

Musical Features

The melody, often rendered in a major key, possesses a soothing and hopeful tone. It
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