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How to Check IMEI Number: A Simple Guide to Verifying Your Device

how to check imei number is a question that often comes up when people want to verify the
authenticity of their mobile phones, unlock devices, or report a lost or stolen phone. The IMEI, or
International Mobile Equipment Identity, is a unique identifier assigned to every mobile device, acting
like a fingerprint. Knowing how to find and check your IMEI number is essential for security, warranty
claims, and ensuring your phone isn’t blacklisted. In this article, we’ll walk you through the different
ways to locate and verify your IMEI number, explain why it's important, and share some useful tips to
keep in mind.

What Is an IMElI Number and Why Does It Matter?

Before diving into how to check IMEI number, it’s helpful to understand what it actually represents.
The IMEI number is a 15-digit code unique to every mobile phone and some other cellular devices. It's
used by cellular networks to identify valid devices and can be crucial in preventing theft and fraud.
When you report a phone as lost or stolen, the IMEI number helps carriers block the device from
accessing networks, rendering it useless for the thief. Additionally, checking the IMEI can confirm if a

phone is genuine, if it's locked to a particular carrier, or if it has been blacklisted due to theft or
unpaid bills.

How to Check IMEI Number on Your Phone

Finding your IMEI number is surprisingly simple and can be done directly on your phone without
needing any external tools or apps. Here are some common ways to locate it:

Using the Dialer Code

One of the quickest and most universal methods to check your IMEI number is through the phone’s
dial pad. Simply open your phone app and enter:

*#O6#

Immediately after entering the code, your device will display the IMEI number on the screen. This
works on almost all smartphones, including Android and iPhones.

Checking in the Settings Menu

If you prefer to navigate through the device settings, here’s how you can find the IMEI:



e On Android: Go to Settings > About Phone > Status > IMEI Information.

e On iPhone: Navigate to Settings > General > About, then scroll down to see the IMEI number
listed.

This method is useful if you want to copy and save the number securely without relying on the dialer.

Look on the Device or Packaging

Sometimes, the IMEI number is physically printed on the device itself. Common places include:

e Under the battery (for phones with removable batteries)
e On the SIM card tray
e On the back of the phone or near the phone’s serial number

e On the original box or packaging

Having the IMEI written down is a good practice for emergencies, such as when your phone is lost or
stolen.

How to Verify Your IMEI Number Online

Once you know how to check IMEI number, the next step is understanding how to verify it. Verifying
your IMEI can help you ensure your phone is genuine, unlocked, and not blacklisted.

Use Official Carrier or Manufacturer Websites

Many carriers and phone manufacturers provide tools to check IMEI status. For example, Apple offers
an online service where you can enter your iPhone’s IMEI to check warranty status and activation
lock.

Similarly, some carriers allow you to check if your phone is compatible with their network or if it's
blacklisted due to theft or unpaid bills.



Third-Party IMEI Check Services

Several reputable third-party websites provide IMEI checking services that give detailed information
about a device’'s model, brand, warranty, carrier lock status, and blacklist status. Examples include:

¢ IMEl.info
e Swappa’s IMEI checker

¢ DoctorSIM

When using these services, ensure you pick trustworthy sites to avoid scams or data misuse.

Why It’s Important to Regularly Check Your IMEI
Number

Knowing how to check IMEI number is just the first step; regularly verifying it can save you from many
headaches.

Protect Against Theft and Fraud

If your phone gets stolen, having your IMEI number ready allows you to quickly report it to your carrier
and authorities. This can result in your phone being blacklisted, making it useless to the thief and
deterring theft.

Verify Device Authenticity

In today’s market, counterfeit phones can look remarkably similar to genuine models. Checking the
IMEI number helps ensure the device you own or plan to buy is authentic and not a fake.

Unlocking and Resale Value

If you plan to unlock your phone to use it with another carrier or sell it, knowing the IMEI status is
crucial. Some carriers lock phones to their network, and unlocking often requires a clean IMEI record.



Tips for Safely Handling Your IMElI Number

Since the IMEI is a unique identifier linked to your device, it's important to handle it carefully:
e Don’t share your IMEI publicly: Avoid posting it on social media or public forums to prevent
misuse.

* Keep a written record: Store your IMEI number in a secure place, like a password manager or
a physical notebook.

e Check before buying used phones: Always verify the IMEI to avoid purchasing blacklisted or
stolen phones.

» Use official channels: When checking or submitting your IMEI for unlocking or warranty, use
trusted carrier or manufacturer websites.

Additional Ways to Use Your IMEI Number

Beyond checking the IMEI number for verification, there are other practical applications worth
knowing:

Track a Lost Phone

While IMEI itself doesn’t allow you to track a phone’s location, giving the number to law enforcement
or your carrier can help them assist in recovery efforts.

Report a Stolen Device

Filing a police report with the IMEI number included ensures your phone can be blacklisted, reducing
chances of unauthorized use.

Check Warranty and Support

Manufacturers often use the IMEI to verify warranty status, service eligibility, and support options,
making it easier to get assistance.

Understanding how to check IMEI number empowers you as a smartphone user to protect your
device, verify authenticity, and navigate carrier restrictions more confidently. Whether you're buying
a new phone, selling an old one, or simply keeping your device safe, the IMEI is a small but powerful



piece of information worth knowing.

Frequently Asked Questions

How can | check my phone's IMEI humber?

You can check your phone's IMEI number by dialing *#06# on your phone's keypad. The IMEI number
will be displayed on the screen immediately.

Where else can | find the IMEI number besides dialing *#06#?

The IMEI number is often printed on the phone's original packaging, under the battery (for removable
batteries), or in the device settings under 'About Phone' or 'Status'.

Can | check the IMEI number on both Android and iPhone
devices?

Yes, on Android, you can dial *#06# or go to Settings > About Phone > Status. On iPhone, dial *#06#
or go to Settings > General > About to find the IMEI number.

Is it safe to share my IMEI number when checking online?

While some websites offer IMEI checking services, you should only use trusted and official sources to
avoid misuse of your IMEI number, as it is a unique identifier for your device.

How can | verify if my IMEI number is valid?

You can use online IMEI checker tools from reputable sites or check with your mobile carrier to verify
if your IMEI number is valid and not blacklisted.

Why do | need to check my IMEI number?

Checking your IMEI number is useful for verifying the authenticity of your device, reporting lost or
stolen phones, and ensuring compatibility with your carrier.

Can | check the IMEI number if my phone is locked or broken?

If the phone is locked, you can still dial *#06# to see the IMEL. If the screen is broken, check the
original box, receipt, or under the battery if removable.

Does checking the IMEI number consume any data or cost
money?

No, dialing *#06# to check your IMEI number does not consume data or cost any money. It is a free
service available on all mobile phones.



Additional Resources

How to Check IMEI Number: A Professional Guide to Identifying Your Device

how to check imei number is a common query among smartphone users, technicians, and
businesses dealing with mobile devices. The International Mobile Equipment Identity (IMEI) number is
a unique identifier assigned to every mobile device, acting as a digital fingerprint. Understanding how
to access and verify this number is crucial for various reasons, including security, device authenticity,
warranty checks, and theft prevention. This article explores the different methods to check the IMEI
number, the significance of this identifier, and practical considerations when verifying or
troubleshooting mobile devices.

Understanding the Importance of the IMEI Number

Before delving into the practical steps of how to check IMEI number, it is essential to understand why
the IMEI is significant. The IMEI number is a 15-digit code used by cellular networks to identify valid
devices. This helps in blocking stolen or blacklisted phones from accessing network services.
Moreover, manufacturers and service providers rely on the IMEI to verify device authenticity and track
warranty status.

The IMEI number also plays a critical role in device security. For instance, if a phone is lost or stolen,

owners can report the IMEI to their carrier, which can then blacklist the device, rendering it useless on
most networks. This process acts as a deterrent against theft and unauthorized resale.

Methods to Check IMEI Number

There are multiple ways to find the IMEI number on a mobile device, depending on the type of device,
operating system, or even the physical condition of the phone. Here are some of the most common
methods:

1. Dialing a USSD Code

One of the quickest and most universal methods to check the IMEI number is by dialing a specific
code on the device’s keypad:

e Open the phone app on your device.
¢ Dial *#06# and hit the call button.

e The IMEI number(s) will appear on the screen immediately.

This method works on almost all GSM and CDMA mobile phones, including iPhones, Android devices,



and feature phones. It is especially useful when you cannot access the phone’s settings or if the
device is locked.

2. Checking in Device Settings

Modern smartphones provide a straightforward way to view the IMEI number within the system
settings:

e For Android: Navigate to Settings > About Phone > Status > IMEI Information. The exact path
may vary slightly based on the manufacturer and Android version.

e For iPhone: Go to Settings > General > About. Scroll down to find the IMEI number listed along
with other device information.

This method is preferred when the phone is operational and accessible, offering additional details like
the serial number and software version.

3. Physical Inspection of the Device

Manufacturers often print the IMEI number physically on the device itself. This can be found in various
locations depending on the phone’s model:

e On the back cover or near the battery compartment (common in older phones with removable
batteries).
¢ On the SIM card tray or under the tray slot (typical for many modern smartphones).

¢ On the original packaging box, usually printed on a label along with the serial number and
barcode.

This method is invaluable when the phone is non-functional, locked, or when you are verifying a
second-hand device without powering it on.

Additional Techniques and Tools for IMEI Verification

Beyond simply checking the IMEI number, users may wish to verify the device’s history or status using
that number. Several online services and apps allow users to enter their IMEI and obtain information
such as warranty status, blacklist records, and carrier details.



Using Online IMEI Check Services

Websites like IMEL.info, Swappa, and manufacturer-specific portals provide IMEI lookup services that
can confirm whether a device is genuine or blacklisted. These platforms often provide:

» Device make and model verification.

e Carrier lock status (locked or unlocked).

e Activation and warranty information.

¢ Blacklist or stolen status.

Such tools are particularly useful for buyers in the second-hand market who wish to avoid fraud or
purchasing stolen equipment.

Carrier and Manufacturer Support

Often, contacting the device’s carrier or manufacturer directly can yield detailed IMEI-related
information. Carriers can confirm if the device is registered on their network and if it has been
reported stolen. Manufacturers may provide warranty status or repair history based on the IMEI
number.

Common Issues and Considerations When Checking
IMEI

While checking the IMEI number is generally straightforward, several challenges may arise:
e Fake or Altered IMEI Numbers: Some counterfeit or black-market devices may have
duplicated or tampered IMEI numbers, making verification difficult without professional tools.

e Multiple IMEI Numbers: Dual SIM phones have more than one IMEI number, corresponding to
each SIM slot. It is essential to check both when verifying device status.

¢ Privacy Concerns: Sharing your IMElI number publicly or with untrusted sources can pose
security risks, as the IMEI uniquely identifies your device on cellular networks.

Understanding these nuances can help users navigate the complexities of IMEI verification safely and
effectively.



Best Practices for IMEI Checking

e Always cross-reference the IMEI from multiple sources (device settings, physical label, and
dialer code) to ensure accuracy.

e Use reputable IMEI lookup websites or official carrier/manufacturer portals for verification.
» Keep a record of your device’s IMEI number in case of theft or loss.

e Avoid sharing your IMEI number on unsecured platforms or with unverified third parties.

By adhering to these practices, users can maximize the benefits of IMEI-based identification and
reduce risks associated with mobile device management.

The Role of IMEI in Device Security and Authentication

The IMEI number serves as a cornerstone in mobile device security frameworks worldwide. Law
enforcement agencies and mobile operators leverage IMEI numbers to track stolen phones and
enforce network bans on blacklisted devices. Furthermore, the IMEI allows manufacturers to
authenticate devices during repairs or software updates, preventing counterfeit parts or unauthorized
modifications.

Notably, the Global System for Mobile Communications Association (GSMA) maintains a database of

valid IMEI ranges assigned to manufacturers, ensuring that each device has a unique and traceable
identity. This global standardization is essential for maintaining the integrity of the mobile ecosystem.

Comparing IMEI with Other Device Identifiers

While IMEI is crucial for cellular identification, devices also use other unique identifiers like:

e MEID (Mobile Equipment Identifier): Similar to IMEI but used primarily in CDMA networks.
e Serial Number: Manufacturer-specific code for identifying hardware.

* MAC Address: Unique identifier for network interfaces like Wi-Fi or Bluetooth.

Among these, IMEI remains the primary reference for network-related activities and security
enforcement on mobile devices.

The process of how to check IMEI number is a fundamental skill for anyone interacting with mobile
devices, whether as a consumer, technician, or seller. With multiple accessible methods—ranging



from simple dialer codes to in-depth online verification tools—users can confidently authenticate and
manage their devices. Keeping abreast of best practices and the broader implications of IMEI usage
ensures that the mobile experience remains secure, transparent, and reliable in an increasingly
interconnected world.
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