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How Many Albatross in Golf History: A Rare Feat on the Greens

how many albatross in golf history is a question that has intrigued golf fans and statisticians alike for
decades. The albatross, also known as a double eagle in the United States, is one of the rarest and most
celebrated achievements in golf. Scoring an albatross means completing a hole three strokes under par,
which typically occurs on par-5 holes with a hole-in-one or on par-4s with a hole-in-one — an
exceptionally difficult feat. In this article, we’ll dive deep into the history, significance, and memorable
moments involving albatrosses, while shedding light on how many albatrosses have been recorded in
professional golf history.

Understanding the Albatross in Golf

Before we explore how many albatross in golf history there have been, it helps to understand what exactly
an albatross is and why it’s so special. In golf scoring terms:

- A **birdie** is one stroke under par.
- An **eagle** is two strokes under par.
- An **albatross** (or double eagle) is three strokes under par.

This means that on a par-5 hole, an albatross is usually made by holing the ball in two shots, often involving
a powerful and precise drive followed by a perfect second shot. On rare occasions, it can happen on a par-4
hole with a hole-in-one.

Why an Albatross Is So Rare

The rarity of an albatross comes down to the extreme difficulty of hitting the ball a great distance and
accuracy needed to reach the green in such a few number of strokes. Unlike a hole-in-one which happens
on par-3 holes and is more frequent in comparison, the albatross requires a blend of skill, course layout, and
a bit of luck.

The length of the hole and the challenge of navigating hazards like bunkers, water, or rough terrain make
the second shot on a par-5 particularly tricky. This is why even the best professional golfers often go their
entire careers without scoring a single albatross.



How Many Albatross in Golf History Have Been Recorded?

Counting exactly how many albatrosses have occurred throughout the entire history of golf is a tough task
due to the sport’s long tradition and the varying levels of record-keeping, especially from earlier decades.
However, we can focus on professional tournaments where these feats are documented more accurately.

Albatrosses in Major Championships

Majors like The Masters, the U.S. Open, The Open Championship (British Open), and the PGA
Championship are the most prestigious golf tournaments. These events have a well-documented history of
scoring achievements, including albatrosses.

- According to official records, there have been **less than a dozen albatrosses in the history of the Masters
Tournament**, which began in 1934.
- The U.S. Open has seen a few albatrosses but remains just as rare, with notable examples like Gene
Sarazen’s famous double eagle at the 1935 Masters, which arguably popularized the term “albatross.”
- Overall, in all the men's major championships combined, the total number of recorded albatrosses hovers
around 20 to 30.

Albatrosses on the PGA Tour

The PGA Tour has a more comprehensive database of scoring feats. Over the years, hundreds of albatrosses
have been recorded on the PGA Tour. According to official PGA Tour statistics, there have been over **400
albatrosses** made since records began being kept systematically.

This number reflects not only the skill level of the players but also improvements in technology, course
design, and equipment that have made it somewhat easier — though still incredibly challenging — to
achieve such a score.

Women’s Golf and Albatrosses

In women’s professional golf, albatrosses are just as rare, if not more so. The Ladies Professional Golf
Association (LPGA) has fewer recorded albatrosses, with notable instances occurring during major events.
While less frequent than in men’s golf, these moments are celebrated and remembered just as passionately.



Famous Albatross Moments in Golf History

When discussing how many albatross in golf history there have been, it’s impossible not to mention some of
the most iconic instances that have defined the sport and inspired fans worldwide.

Gene Sarazen’s Double Eagle at the 1935 Masters

One of the most legendary albatrosses occurred during the 1935 Masters Tournament at Augusta National
Golf Club. Gene Sarazen holed a 4-wood from 235 yards on the par-5 15th hole for a double eagle. This shot
helped him tie for the lead and eventually win the tournament in a playoff. The albatross is often credited
with helping to popularize the term and elevating the excitement surrounding major championships.

Jeff Maggert’s Albatross at the 2001 Masters

Jeff Maggert made an albatross on the 13th hole at the Masters, a par-5, by holing his second shot from 235
yards. This moment stands out as one of the rare instances in recent Masters history and was a major
highlight of the tournament.

Other Memorable Double Eagles

- Louis Oosthuizen’s albatross on the par-5 second hole in the 2012 Open Championship.
- Bubba Watson’s albatross during the 2012 Masters Tournament.
- Ernie Els’ albatross on the 15th hole at the 1995 Masters.

Each of these moments is remembered not only for the rarity of the achievement but also for the skill and
nerve it takes to pull off such an extraordinary shot under tournament pressure.

Tips for Golfers Dreaming of an Albatross

While albatrosses are mostly the stuff of legends, recreational golfers and aspiring pros alike can learn a lot
from understanding what it takes to get close to such a feat.

Focus on Distance and Accuracy: Driving the ball long and straight is essential, especially on par-5
holes.



Course Management: Knowing when to be aggressive and when to play it safe can set you up for
scoring opportunities.

Practice Precision Shots: The second shot on a par-5 often determines your chance at an eagle or
albatross, so iron play and wedge shots must be honed.

Stay Positive: Many albatrosses happen when a golfer is confident and focused, so mental preparation
is key.

Even if a double eagle seems out of reach, these tips will help improve your overall game and possibly lead
to more birdies and eagles, which are more achievable milestones.

Exploring the Future of Albatrosses in Golf

With advances in golf technology, fitness, and training, the possibility of seeing more albatrosses in major
tournaments may increase. Modern drivers allow players to hit the ball farther, and better course
conditioning can create more scoring opportunities.

However, golf course architects also design tougher courses to maintain challenge, so the balance between
opportunity and difficulty remains.

The magic of the albatross lies in its rarity and the thrill it brings to fans and players alike. Each albatross
recorded in golf history is a testament to the skill, precision, and sometimes sheer luck that makes golf such
a captivating sport.

Whether you’re a casual golfer or a seasoned pro, understanding the story behind how many albatross in
golf history there have been adds a layer of appreciation for this extraordinary score and the moments that
make golf history unforgettable.

Frequently Asked Questions

What does an albatross mean in golf?
An albatross in golf, also known as a double eagle, is a score of three under par on a single hole.

How rare is an albatross in golf history?
An albatross is extremely rare and much less common than a hole-in-one or an eagle.



Approximately how many albatrosses have been recorded in professional
golf history?
While exact numbers vary, it is estimated that only a few hundred albatrosses have been recorded in
professional golf history.

Has an albatross ever been recorded in a major golf championship?
Yes, several albatrosses have been recorded in major championships, including the Masters and the Open
Championship.

Who was the first golfer to score an albatross in a major tournament?
Gene Sarazen famously scored an albatross on the 15th hole at the 1935 Masters Tournament.

How many albatrosses have been made in the Masters Tournament?
There have been a handful of albatrosses in the Masters Tournament, with Gene Sarazen's being the most
famous.

Are albatrosses more common on par-5 or par-4 holes?
Albatrosses almost always occur on par-5 holes, where a golfer can reach the green in two shots and score a
2, or on par-4 holes, though this is much rarer.

Has any golfer scored multiple albatrosses in their career?
Yes, some professional golfers have recorded multiple albatrosses during their careers, though it remains a
rare feat.

What is the significance of an albatross in golf scoring?
An albatross significantly improves a golfer's score on a hole, often providing a major advantage in a round
or tournament.

Are there any records related to albatrosses in golf history?
Yes, records include the fewest holes played to achieve an albatross, and notable albatrosses in major
championships and on certain courses.



Additional Resources
**How Many Albatross in Golf History: An Analytical Review**

how many albatross in golf history is a question that intrigues golf enthusiasts, statisticians, and historians
alike. The albatross, also referred to as a double eagle in American golf terminology, is one of the rarest feats
in the sport, symbolizing an extraordinary display of skill and a bit of luck. Unlike birdies or eagles, which
are more common, albatrosses represent a score of three under par on a single hole, typically achieved by
holing out in two strokes on a par-5 or a hole-in-one on a par-4. This article delves into the historical
records, frequency, and notable instances of albatrosses, offering a comprehensive perspective on this
elusive achievement.

The Rarity and Significance of Albatrosses in Golf

In golf, scoring terminology reflects the difficulty of the shots relative to par. An albatross, scoring three
under par on a hole, is rarer than a hole-in-one on a par-3. This rarity stems from the difficulty in reaching
the green in two shots on a par-5 or achieving a hole-in-one on a par-4, both demanding exceptional
precision and power.

Statistically, the frequency of albatrosses in professional tournaments is minuscule compared to other scoring
feats. For example, according to the PGA Tour’s historical data, there have been fewer than 100 albatrosses
recorded in official PGA Tour events since the Tour’s inception. This contrasts sharply with the tens of
thousands of eagles and hundreds of thousands of birdies logged on the same circuits.

Why Are Albatrosses So Rare?

Several factors contribute to the scarcity of albatrosses:

Course Design: Most par-5 holes are too long to reach in two shots for the majority of players, limiting
opportunities.

Shot Difficulty: Even for long hitters, accurately landing the ball close to the hole in two shots
demands exceptional skill and favorable conditions.

Risk vs. Reward: Players often opt for safer plays to avoid hazards, reducing aggressive attempts at
albatrosses.

Limited Par-4 Holes for Hole-in-One: Holing out on a par-4 in one shot is virtually unheard of due to
the length and layout of such holes.



Historical Data on Albatrosses in Golf

Tracking how many albatrosses have been made throughout golf history is challenging due to inconsistent
record-keeping in the sport's early years. However, modern data from major tours offers a more accurate
count.

Albatrosses on the PGA Tour

Since the PGA Tour began maintaining detailed statistics in the mid-20th century, approximately 90 to 100
albatrosses have been officially recorded. Some of the most famous include:

Gene Sarazen’s ‘Shot Heard ‘Round the World’ (1935): During the Masters Tournament, Sarazen
holed a 4-wood from 235 yards on the 15th hole, a par-5, to score an albatross. This shot is one of the
most iconic in golf history.

Jeff Maggert’s Albatross at the 2001 Masters: Another celebrated moment, Maggert reached the 13th
hole in two shots, thrilling spectators.

These historic moments underscore the exceptional nature of albatrosses and their impact on the sport’s
narrative.

Albatrosses in Major Championships Worldwide

When expanding the scope beyond the PGA Tour to include all four major championships—the Masters,
U.S. Open, The Open Championship, and PGA Championship—the total number of albatrosses remains low
but notable for their dramatic effect on tournament outcomes.

The Masters Tournament has witnessed a handful of albatrosses, with Gene Sarazen’s 1935 shot being
the most famous.

The U.S. Open and The Open Championship have recorded fewer albatrosses, given the challenging
course setups.



The PGA Championship has also seen rare instances, often celebrated for their rarity and timing.

These moments often serve as pivotal turning points in tournaments, showcasing the blend of skill and
fortune in golf.

Comparing Albatrosses with Other Scoring Feats

Understanding how many albatross in golf history exist is enriched by putting the feat into perspective
with other scoring achievements.

Birdies and Eagles vs. Albatrosses

Birdies (one under par) and eagles (two under par) are relatively frequent on professional tours. Players
may record dozens of birdies and several eagles in a single tournament. In contrast, albatrosses are so rare
that many professionals never achieve one in their entire careers.

Hole-in-Ones and Albatrosses

While hole-in-ones on par-3 holes are celebrated achievements, albatrosses can include hole-in-ones when
achieved on par-4 holes—a virtually unprecedented feat due to the length and difficulty involved.

Notable Players Known for Albatrosses

Certain golfers have distinguished themselves by recording multiple albatrosses during their careers,
highlighting not only their power but also their precision.

Phil Mickelson: Known for his aggressive style, Mickelson has recorded multiple albatrosses on the
PGA Tour.

Louis Oosthuizen: The South African has made history by scoring an albatross during a major
championship.

Gene Sarazen: Beyond his legendary 1935 Masters albatross, Sarazen’s shot remains a benchmark for



double eagles.

Their achievements provide insight into how rare and celebrated albatrosses are in professional golf.

Technological Advances and Their Impact

Modern technology, including advanced club designs, ball aerodynamics, and course analytics, has increased
players’ ability to generate distance and accuracy. However, despite these advances, albatrosses remain
elusive. This suggests that the feat’s rarity is not merely about physical capability but also involves strategic
risk-taking and conditions such as wind, course layout, and even luck.

The Psychological and Strategic Impact of Albatrosses

Scoring an albatross can shift momentum dramatically in a competitive round. Players who achieve this
rare score often experience a surge in confidence, while their competitors may feel the pressure increase.

From a strategic standpoint, golfers may sometimes take calculated risks on par-5 holes to attempt reaching
the green in two. While the odds of an albatross are slim, the potential reward in scoring can justify the
risk in match play or critical tournament moments.

The Pros and Cons of Aggressive Play for Albatrosses

Pros: Potential to drastically improve score, intimidate competitors, and create memorable moments.

Cons: Increased risk of hazards, penalty strokes, or lost balls if the aggressive shot fails.

This balancing act defines much of the strategic complexity in professional golf.

Estimating How Many Albatross in Golf History Across All
Levels



When considering amateur, collegiate, and recreational golf, the number of albatrosses increases but
remains extraordinarily rare due to the difficulty involved. Unlike birdies or eagles, albatrosses require a
combination of distance, accuracy, and sometimes favorable conditions not commonly present in lower
levels of play.

Golf statisticians estimate that globally, only a few hundred albatrosses have been recorded in competitive
play when including all professional tours and notable amateur tournaments. However, casual and
unrecorded instances likely exist but go undocumented.

This rarity contributes to the albatross’s mystique and prestige within the golfing community.

---

In examining how many albatross in golf history have been achieved, it becomes clear that this score
represents one of the sport’s most elusive and celebrated milestones. From Gene Sarazen’s historic shot to
the handful of others recorded on professional tours, each albatross carries a story of exceptional skill and
memorable impact. Even as technology and athleticism evolve, the albatross remains a symbol of golf’s
blend of precision, power, and unpredictability.
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