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Denver Broncos Record History: A Journey Through Triumphs and Challenges

denver broncos record history is a story filled with highs and lows, unforgettable moments, and a

legacy that spans over six decades. From their humble beginnings in 1960 as a charter member of the

American Football League (AFL) to becoming a powerhouse in the National Football League (NFL),

the Broncos have experienced a rollercoaster of seasons, marked by record-breaking performances,

legendary players, and passionate fan support. Let's dive into the rich tapestry of the Denver Broncos’

record history, exploring their evolution, key milestones, and what has made this franchise a beloved

name in professional football.

The Early Years: Building the Foundation (1960-1976)

When the Denver Broncos were established in 1960, the team initially struggled to find its footing.

Their early seasons were challenging, with losing records becoming a common theme. The Broncos’

initial years reflected the growing pains typical of a new franchise trying to establish itself in a

competitive league.

Struggles and Growth in the AFL Era

During the AFL years, the Broncos never posted a winning season. From 1960 through 1969,

Denver’s record was marked by more losses than wins, which made their fan base’s loyalty all the

more impressive. Despite the on-field struggles, the franchise was laying the groundwork for future

success by acquiring talented players and building a solid organizational structure.



Turning Point: The 1970s and First Playoff Appearance

The 1970s saw the Broncos transition into the NFL following the AFL-NFL merger. It was in 1973 that

Denver made its first playoff appearance, finishing with a 7-5-2 record. This was a significant

milestone, signaling that the Broncos were becoming a competitive team. The arrival of head coach

Red Miller in 1977 further propelled the team, leading to their first AFC Championship game

appearance and a 12-2 record that season.

Era of Greatness: The John Elway Years (1983-1998)

No discussion of the Denver Broncos record history would be complete without highlighting the impact

of John Elway. Drafted in 1983, Elway became the face of the franchise and one of the greatest

quarterbacks in NFL history. His tenure with the Broncos brought a new era of excitement and

success.

From Playoff Mainstay to Super Bowl Contenders

Throughout the late 1980s and 1990s, the Broncos became perennial playoff contenders, thanks

largely to Elway’s leadership and talent. The team made it to five Super Bowls during Elway’s career,

including back-to-back appearances in Super Bowl XXI and XXII. Although they lost in those early

Super Bowls, the Broncos’ persistence was unwavering.

Breaking Through: Super Bowl Victories

The pinnacle of the John Elway era came at the end of the 1997 and 1998 seasons when the Broncos

won back-to-back Super Bowls (XXXII and XXXIII). These victories were not only a testament to the

team’s talent but also cemented Elway’s legacy as a clutch performer. The 1998 season, in particular,



saw Denver finish with a 14-2 regular-season record, one of their best in franchise history.

Post-Elway Transition and Challenges (1999-2010)

Following John Elway’s retirement, the Broncos faced the challenge of rebuilding and sustaining

success without their iconic quarterback. The post-Elway years were marked by inconsistency,

coaching changes, and fluctuating team performance.

Quarterback Carousel and Playoff Droughts

During this period, Denver went through several quarterbacks, including Brian Griese, Jake Plummer,

and Jay Cutler, searching for the right fit. While the team made a few playoff appearances, including a

Wild Card win in 2005, they struggled to return to the Super Bowl level seen in the 1990s.

Coaching Changes and Organizational Shifts

The Broncos also experienced coaching instability during these years, with multiple head coaches

trying to find the right formula for sustained success. Despite setbacks, the franchise remained

committed to building a competitive roster, laying the foundation for future resurgence.

The Peyton Manning Era and Modern Success (2012-Present)

The acquisition of Peyton Manning in 2012 marked a dramatic turnaround in the Denver Broncos

record history. Manning’s arrival revitalized the franchise, leading to one of the most memorable

periods in team history.



Record-Breaking Offense and Playoff Runs

Under Manning’s leadership, the Broncos established a dominant offense, breaking numerous NFL

records for points scored and yards gained. The 2013 season saw Denver finish with a 13-3 record,

securing the AFC West title and making a deep playoff run.

Super Bowl 50 Victory

The crowning achievement of the Manning era was the Broncos’ victory in Super Bowl 50. Despite

Manning’s injuries limiting his play, Denver’s defense, led by stalwarts like Von Miller, was instrumental

in securing the franchise’s third Super Bowl title. That championship solidified the Broncos’ place

among the NFL’s elite teams.

Recent Seasons and Future Outlook

Since Manning’s retirement, the Broncos have continued to rebuild, focusing on young talent and

solidifying their roster. While the team has faced ups and downs, the passionate fan base and strong

organizational culture suggest that the Broncos have a promising future ahead.

Notable Records and Milestones in Denver Broncos History

Over the decades, the Denver Broncos have set and broken numerous records, both individual and

team-based. Here are some highlights that stand out:

John Elway’s 51,475 passing yards: Elway held the Broncos’ all-time passing yards record, a

testament to his longevity and skill.



Peyton Manning’s 55 touchdown passes in 2013: This single-season record was a key factor in

Denver’s offensive dominance.

Von Miller’s franchise sack record: Miller has been a defensive force, consistently pressuring

opposing quarterbacks.

Most consecutive playoff appearances: The Broncos made the playoffs eight straight times from

2011 to 2018, showcasing a period of sustained competitiveness.

Why Understanding the Denver Broncos Record History

Matters

For fans, analysts, and sports enthusiasts, knowing the Denver Broncos record history offers valuable

insights into the team’s identity and evolution. It highlights how perseverance, strategic leadership, and

talent development have shaped the franchise. Additionally, this history helps contextualize current

team dynamics and expectations.

Whether you’re a lifelong fan or new to following the Broncos, appreciating their record history

enriches your understanding of what makes this team so special in the NFL landscape.

As the Denver Broncos continue to write new chapters in their record history, one thing remains

certain: their legacy is built on resilience, passion, and an unyielding drive to compete at the highest

level of professional football.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the all-time win-loss record of the Denver Broncos?

As of the end of the 2023 NFL season, the Denver Broncos have an all-time regular season record of

approximately 490 wins, 430 losses, and 10 ties.

How many Super Bowl championships have the Denver Broncos won?

The Denver Broncos have won three Super Bowl championships, in the 1997, 1998, and 2015 NFL

seasons.

When was the Denver Broncos franchise established?

The Denver Broncos were established in 1960 as a charter member of the American Football League

(AFL).

What is the Denver Broncos' best regular season record in franchise

history?

The Broncos' best regular season record is 14-2, achieved in the 2013 NFL season.

How many playoff appearances have the Denver Broncos made in their

history?

The Denver Broncos have made over 20 playoff appearances since their inception, consistently being

one of the competitive teams in the NFL.

Additional Resources

Denver Broncos Record History: An Analytical Review of the Franchise’s Performance Over the Years

denver broncos record history is a compelling narrative that reflects the evolution of one of the NFL’s

most storied franchises. Since their inception in 1960, the Broncos have undergone numerous



transitions, marked by periods of struggle, triumph, and transformation. This article delves into the

Denver Broncos record history, dissecting their performance trends, landmark seasons, and the impact

of key players and coaches that have shaped the team’s identity.

Tracing the Origins and Early Years

The Denver Broncos were established as a charter member of the American Football League (AFL) in

1960. The franchise initially struggled to find success, enduring several losing seasons in the 1960s.

Their early record history is characterized by modest achievements, as the Broncos often finished at

the bottom of the AFL standings. This phase laid the foundation for a franchise seeking stability and

competitive consistency.

During the AFL era, the Broncos never managed to clinch a championship, a fact that underscored the

challenges faced by the team. Their record during this period was reflective of a franchise still in

search of identity and strong leadership. The transition to the NFL in 1970 marked a new chapter, but

early NFL seasons continued to be inconsistent.

Rise to Prominence: The 1970s and 1980s

The 1970s introduced significant improvements for the Denver Broncos, with the team making its first

playoff appearance in 1977. This breakthrough season, under head coach Red Miller, saw Denver

finish with a strong 12-2 record, a franchise best at that time. A pivotal figure in the Broncos record

history, quarterback Craig Morton, helped propel the team into the postseason, culminating in their first

AFC Championship game appearance.

However, it was the 1980s that truly cemented the Broncos as a competitive force. The arrival of

legendary head coach Dan Reeves in 1981 and the emergence of John Elway as the franchise

quarterback in 1983 transformed the team’s fortunes. Elway’s impact cannot be overstated; his



leadership and athleticism elevated the Broncos to perennial playoff contenders.

Throughout the decade, the Broncos consistently posted winning records, highlighted by multiple AFC

Championship appearances. Despite reaching the Super Bowl three times (1986, 1987, and 1989

seasons), the team fell short of securing the ultimate prize, a nuance in their record history that reflects

both resilience and near misses.

Key Player Contributions

- **John Elway:** Integral to the Broncos’ success, Elway’s career spanned from 1983 to 1998, during

which he led the team to five Super Bowl appearances.

- **Terrell Davis:** Emerging in the mid-1990s, Davis was a critical component of the Broncos’

offensive prowess, especially during their championship runs.

- **Shannon Sharpe:** A Hall of Fame tight end whose presence added a dynamic edge to the

Broncos offense and contributed to their playoff consistency.

Golden Era: Super Bowl Victories and Dominance in the Late

1990s

The late 1990s represent the pinnacle of the Denver Broncos record history. Under John Elway’s

leadership and coach Mike Shanahan’s strategic guidance, the Broncos captured back-to-back Super

Bowl titles in the 1997 and 1998 seasons. These victories not only delivered long-awaited

championship glory but also established Denver as a dominant NFL franchise.

The 1997 season was particularly noteworthy, culminating in a Super Bowl XXXII win against the

Green Bay Packers, a team that had been favored to win. The Broncos’ victory was powered by a

balanced offensive attack and staunch defense. The following year, they repeated their success in

Super Bowl XXXIII, solidifying their place in NFL history.



This era’s success was underpinned by robust team dynamics, a high-powered offense led by Elway

and Davis, and a defense capable of game-changing plays. The Broncos finished these seasons with

impressive regular-season records — 12-4 in 1997 and 14-2 in 1998 — reflecting dominance that few

teams have matched.

Challenges and Rebuilding in the 2000s

Following the retirement of John Elway in 1999, the Broncos entered a period of adjustment and mixed

results. The franchise faced challenges in maintaining elite performance levels, as reflected in

fluctuating regular-season records and sporadic playoff appearances.

During the early to mid-2000s, Denver cycled through multiple quarterbacks and coaching changes,

seeking to replicate the success of the previous decade. The team’s record history from this period

illustrates the difficulty of sustaining excellence without a stable leadership core.

Nonetheless, the Broncos managed to remain competitive, highlighted by playoff berths in 2005 and

2006 under head coach Mike Shanahan. However, inconsistency on offense and defensive

vulnerabilities prevented a return to Super Bowl contention.

Drafts and Roster Changes

The Broncos’ draft strategy and roster management during this era were critical in shaping their

trajectory:

Investments in defensive players aimed to shore up weaknesses but met with mixed success.

Quarterback acquisitions and development became a focal point, with limited long-term stability

until the arrival of Peyton Manning.



Coaching changes reflected the franchise’s efforts to regain a winning formula.

The Peyton Manning Era and Recent Performance

A transformative chapter in the Denver Broncos record history began in 2012 with the acquisition of

Peyton Manning. Manning’s arrival rejuvenated the franchise, leading to immediate improvements in

offensive performance and team morale.

The 2013 season saw the Broncos reach Super Bowl XLVIII, though they were soundly defeated by

the Seattle Seahawks. Redemption came swiftly the following year, as the Broncos clinched Super

Bowl 50 in the 2015 season, a testament to a dominant defense led by players such as Von Miller and

an efficient offense orchestrated by Manning.

This period reinforced the Broncos’ reputation as a franchise capable of elite performance, with

Manning’s leadership and experience elevating the team’s competitive edge.

Statistical Highlights of the Manning Era

- **2013 Season:** 13-3 regular-season record, NFC Championship appearance.

- **2015 Season:** 12-4 regular-season record, culminating in a Super Bowl 50 victory.

- **Defensive Prowess:** The 2015 Broncos are frequently cited for having one of the most dominant

defenses in recent NFL history.

Comparative Analysis and Franchise Legacy



When evaluating the Denver Broncos record history in comparison to other NFL franchises, several

key points emerge:

Consistency in Playoff Appearances: The Broncos have appeared in the playoffs over 20 times,1.

placing them among the more successful teams in the league.

Super Bowl Presence: With eight Super Bowl appearances, the Broncos rank third all-time,2.

showcasing their competitiveness on the biggest stage.

Championship Success: The team’s three Super Bowl victories (1997, 1998, 2015) highlight3.

phases of dominance, though the gap between titles often reflects fluctuating performance.

Player Development: The franchise has been home to multiple Hall of Fame players, indicating a4.

strong scouting and development program.

Notwithstanding periods of rebuilding and inconsistency, the Denver Broncos have maintained a level

of prestige and respectability within the NFL landscape, anchored by a dedicated fanbase and a

tradition of competitive spirit.

Looking Ahead: Prospects Based on Historical Trends

Analyzing the Denver Broncos record history provides insights into potential future trajectories. The

franchise’s ability to rebuild effectively after downturns, combined with strategic acquisitions and

coaching hires, suggests resilience.

Recent seasons have seen a focus on young talent development and defensive strengthening, key

factors that historically align with successful Broncos teams. If these trends continue, the team may



well return to its past prominence in the coming years.

Ultimately, the Denver Broncos record history is a testament to the cyclical nature of professional

sports, balancing eras of glory with phases of challenge. It remains a rich narrative that continues to

evolve with each passing season.
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