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Believe from the Polar Express Words and Music by Alan Silvestri and Glen
Ballard Arr Mark Hayes Choral Octavo 2 Part: A Musical Journey into Holiday
Magic

believe from the polar express words and music by alan silvestri and glen
ballard arr mark hayes choral octavo 2 part is more than just a title-it's an
invitation to experience a heartwarming piece of holiday music that has
captured the imaginations of choirs and audiences alike. This choral
arrangement brings together the enchanting melody and inspiring lyrics from
the beloved film The Polar Express, composed by Alan Silvestri and Glen
Ballard, and skillfully arranged for two-part choir by Mark Hayes. Whether
you're a choir director seeking the perfect Christmas piece or a music
enthusiast curious about this arrangement, there is much to explore about its
musicality, emotional resonance, and performance appeal.

The Origins of "Believe" from The Polar Express

To understand the magic behind the choral octavo, it helps to look at the
original song’s roots. "Believe" was written by Alan Silvestri and Glen
Ballard for the 2004 animated film The Polar Express, a story that celebrates
faith, wonder, and the spirit of Christmas. The film follows a young boy’s
journey to the North Pole aboard a mysterious train, capturing the essence of
childhood belief in the extraordinary.

Alan Silvestri, known for his cinematic scores, and Glen Ballard, a renowned
songwriter and producer, collaborated to create a song that is both simple
and profound. The lyrics encourage listeners to hold onto belief even when
faced with doubt, a universal message that resonates especially during the
holiday season. This song’s heartfelt words and memorable melody have made it
a favorite in holiday repertoires.

Mark Hayes’ Arrangement: Bringing "Believe" to
Choirs

Mark Hayes is a respected arranger and composer in the choral world, known
for creating accessible yet musically rich arrangements. His choral octavo of



believe from the polar express words and music by alan silvestri and glen
ballard arr mark hayes choral octavo 2 part adapts the original song into a
format suitable for school, community, and church choirs with varying skill
levels.

What Makes the 2-Part Arrangement Special?

The two-part arrangement means the piece is scored for two vocal lines,
typically soprano and alto or a divided choir, making it approachable for
younger or less experienced singers. Here'’'s why this is beneficial:

- **Accessibility:** Many choirs lack the resources or singers to perform
complex multi-part harmonies, so a two-part arrangement is ideal.

- **Blend and Balance:** The simplicity allows singers to focus on tone
quality, diction, and emotional expression without being overwhelmed.

- **Educational Value:** It helps developing choirs build foundational skills
like harmony, rhythm, and phrasing, setting them up for more advanced works.

Mark Hayes maintains the emotional depth of the original song while tailoring
it to fit these practical needs, ensuring the arrangement remains
captivating.

Musical Elements of the Arrangement

The beauty of believe from the polar express words and music by alan
silvestri and glen ballard arr mark hayes choral octavo 2 part lies in its
thoughtful musical construction. Let’s break down some key aspects:

Melody and Harmony

The melody, largely faithful to Silvestri and Ballard’s original composition,
flows gently with a lyrical quality that evokes warmth and nostalgia. The
harmony, while simplified, complements the melody with rich, consonant
intervals that enhance the song’s hopeful mood without overshadowing the
text.

Rhythmic Structure

The rhythm is steady and deliberate, allowing singers to focus on expression
and clarity of lyrics. There are subtle rhythmic variations that add interest
but remain manageable for two-part choirs.



Dynamic Range and Expression

Mark Hayes’' arrangement includes dynamic markings that encourage emotional
delivery—from soft, reflective passages to fuller, more triumphant moments.
This dynamic contrast helps convey the song’s message about the power of
belief.

Why Choir Directors Choose This Arrangement

Believe from the polar express words and music by alan silvestri and glen
ballard arr mark hayes choral octavo 2 part has become a staple for many
choir directors during the holiday season. Some reasons include:

Seasonal Appeal: It perfectly fits Christmas concerts with its uplifting
theme and festive origin.

Versatility: Suitable for a wide range of choir types—children’s choirs,
church choirs, and school ensembles.

Manageable Difficulty: The two-part format invites participation and
builds confidence in singers.

Emotional Impact: The song’s message resonates with audiences, making
performances memorable.

Additionally, the choral octavo format provides clear, easy-to-follow sheet
music, facilitating rehearsals and performance preparation.

Tips for Performing the Arrangement
Successfully

For choirs planning to perform believe from the polar express words and music
by alan silvestri and glen ballard arr mark hayes choral octavo 2 part, here
are some helpful tips to bring out the best in the piece:

1. Focus on Storytelling: Encourage singers to internalize the lyrics,
conveying the theme of hope and belief through their tone and facial
expressions.

2. Work on Blend: Since it’s a two-part arrangement, achieving a smooth,
unified sound is crucial. Practice vowel matching and dynamics



carefully.

3. Use Dynamics Creatively: Follow the dynamic markings but also experiment
with subtle crescendos and decrescendos to heighten emotional effect.

4. Incorporate Simple Movement: If suitable, gentle swaying or subtle
gestures can enhance the performance without distracting from the vocal
delivery.

5. Practice Phrasing: Pay attention to breathing and phrasing to maintain
fluidity and avoid choppiness.

These strategies help choirs present a polished and heartfelt rendition that
resonates with listeners.

Expanding the Repertoire: How This Arrangement
Fits into Holiday Programs

Believe from the polar express words and music by alan silvestri and glen
ballard arr mark hayes choral octavo 2 part complements a wide range of
holiday repertoire. Its moderate tempo and reflective tone make it an
excellent transition piece between lively carols and more contemplative
works.

Many choirs include it alongside classics like "Silent Night," "O Holy
Night," or more upbeat numbers such as "Jingle Bells" for a balanced program.
It also pairs well with other movie-themed Christmas songs, creating a
thematic concert experience that audiences enjoy.

Incorporating Instrumental Accompaniment

While the choral octavo is often performed a cappella, adding piano or light
orchestral accompaniment can enrich the sound. A piano reduction following
Mark Hayes' arrangement can provide harmonic support and enhance the choir’s
confidence, especially for less experienced groups.

Where to Find the Sheet Music and Resources

For those interested in acquiring believe from the polar express words and
music by alan silvestri and glen ballard arr mark hayes choral octavo 2 part,
there are several avenues:



e Music Retailers: Online stores specializing in choral music usually
stock this arrangement in octavo format.

e Publisher Websites: Mark Hayes' official publisher often provides sample
pages and purchasing options.

e Digital Platforms: Some platforms offer printable or downloadable
versions, convenient for quick access.

e Choral Libraries: Schools and community choirs may have this arrangement
available for loan.

Additionally, many resources include performance notes, rehearsal
suggestions, and sometimes accompaniment tracks, all of which support
successful preparation.

The blend of Alan Silvestri and Glen Ballard’s heartfelt songwriting with
Mark Hayes’ thoughtful two-part choral arrangement makes believe from the
polar express words and music by alan silvestri and glen ballard arr mark
hayes choral octavo 2 part a treasured piece for choirs during the holiday
season. Its message of belief, beautifully conveyed through accessible yet
expressive music, continues to inspire performers and audiences, keeping the
spirit of The Polar Express alive in concert halls and community gatherings
around the world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the piece 'Believe' from The Polar Express
arranged by Mark Hayes?

It is a choral octavo arrangement of the song 'Believe' from The Polar
Express, with words and music by Alan Silvestri and Glen Ballard, arranged
for 2-part choir by Mark Hayes.

Who are the original composers of 'Believe' from The
Polar Express?

The original composers of 'Believe' are Alan Silvestri and Glen Ballard.

What vocal arrangement is used in Mark Hayes' choral
octavo of 'Believe'?

Mark Hayes arranged 'Believe' for a 2-part choir, suitable for children's or



mixed choirs with two vocal lines.

Where can I purchase the choral octavo for 'Believe'
from The Polar Express arranged by Mark Hayes?

The choral octavo can be purchased from music retailers such as JW Pepper,
Sheet Music Plus, or directly from the publisher's website.

Is the arrangement of 'Believe' by Mark Hayes
suitable for beginner choirs?

Yes, the 2-part arrangement by Mark Hayes is designed to be accessible for
school and community choirs, including beginners.

What is the difficulty level of the 2-part choral
arrangement of 'Believe' by Mark Hayes?

The arrangement is considered intermediate, focusing on clear harmonies and
melodic lines that are manageable for young or developing singers.

Can 'Believe' from The Polar Express arranged by
Mark Hayes be performed a cappella?

While the arrangement can be performed a cappella, it is typically
accompanied by piano or instrumental backing to support the singers.

What themes are expressed in the lyrics of 'Believe’
from The Polar Express?

‘Believe' expresses themes of hope, faith, and the magic of believing in the
spirit of Christmas, which is reflected in both the lyrics and the uplifting
musical arrangement.

Additional Resources

**An In-Depth Review of "Believe" from The Polar Express: Words and Music by
Alan Silvestri and Glen Ballard, Arranged by Mark Hayes for Choral Octavo 2
Part*x*

believe from the polar express words and music by alan silvestri and glen
ballard arr mark hayes choral octavo 2 part stands as a remarkable choral
piece that merges cinematic storytelling with accessible vocal arrangement.
This work captures the essence of the beloved holiday film *The Polar
Express* through its poignant lyrics, melodic composition, and thoughtful
choral arrangement. The collaboration among acclaimed composer Alan
Silvestri, lyricist Glen Ballard, and arranger Mark Hayes has resulted in a



choral octavo suited for two-part choirs that balances musical sophistication
with practical performance considerations.

Musical and Lyrical Composition: The
Collaborative Genius of Silvestri and Ballard

Alan Silvestri, known for his evocative film scores, partnered with Glen
Ballard, a prolific songwriter and producer, to craft the original
composition of "Believe." Their synergy is evident in the seamless blend of
uplifting orchestration and heartfelt lyrics that evoke the spirit of hope
and magic associated with the holiday season. The song’s structure is
carefully designed to build emotional momentum, starting with a reflective
verse before swelling into a powerful chorus that underscores the theme of
faith and wonder.

The lyrics penned by Ballard emphasize the intangible quality of belief,
articulated through simple yet profound phrases that resonate across age
groups. This accessibility is a vital element, making the song suitable for
school choirs and community ensembles. Musically, Silvestri’s melodic lines
are memorable and conducive to choral harmony, featuring intervals and
progressions that are both engaging and manageable for intermediate singers.

Mark Hayes' Arrangement: Crafting a Choral
Octavo for Two-Part Voices

Mark Hayes, an esteemed arranger and pianist renowned for his work in sacred
and educational music, brings a distinctive touch to the choral octavo
edition of "Believe." His arrangement for 2-part voices (typically soprano
and alto) is notable for its clarity and balance, allowing choirs with
varying skill levels to perform the piece with confidence. The two-part
format is particularly advantageous for school ensembles, where voice
sections may not be fully developed or balanced.

Hayes' arrangement maintains the integrity of the original composition while
adapting it to suit choral pedagogy. He incorporates thoughtful harmonies and
dynamic markings that guide singers through expressive phrasing. The piano
accompaniment included in the octavo supports the vocal lines without
overpowering them, providing harmonic richness and rhythmic drive.

Technical Features of the Arrangement

e Vocal Range: The arrangement is designed to accommodate young and



developing voices, with a moderate range that avoids extremes.

e Rhythmic Accessibility: The rhythmic patterns are straightforward,
minimizing complex syncopations to facilitate rehearsal efficiency.

e Dynamic Contrast: Mark Hayes utilizes dynamic shifts to enhance
emotional impact, offering choirs opportunities to explore expressive
singing.

e Accompaniment: The piano part enriches the texture and helps maintain
pitch stability throughout the performance.

Performance Considerations and Audience
Reception

"Believe from the Polar Express words and music by Alan Silvestri and Glen
Ballard arr Mark Hayes choral octavo 2 part" is widely recognized for its
suitability in holiday concerts and choral festivals. Choir directors
appreciate the piece’s balance between musicality and accessibility, making
it a staple selection for winter programs. The song’s message aligns well
with themes of hope, faith, and the magic of the holiday season, which
resonates deeply with audiences.

When compared to other choral arrangements from *The Polar Express*
soundtrack, such as the full SATB versions or solo renditions, this two-part
arrangement stands out for its inclusivity. It allows smaller or less
experienced ensembles to engage with a high-quality musical work without the
challenges posed by more complex arrangements.

Pros and Cons of the Arrangement

1. Pros:

[¢]

Accessible vocal range suitable for young singers

[¢]

Clear harmonic lines and supportive piano accompaniment

[¢]

Emotional and thematic relevance for holiday performances

[¢]

Reinforces ensemble cohesion through balanced parts

o

Utilizes familiar music that appeals to diverse audiences



2. Cons:
o Limited vocal complexity might not challenge advanced choirs
o Some may prefer full SATB arrangements for richer textures

o Piano accompaniment requires a competent accompanist to match
expression

Market Presence and Educational Impact

This choral octavo has gained traction among educational institutions seeking
repertoire that aligns with curriculum goals and seasonal programming. The
combination of well-known composers and a respected arranger lends
credibility and appeal in the marketplace. Music retailers and publishers
often highlight this arrangement in their holiday catalogues, promoting it as
a versatile option for a wide range of choir settings.

Beyond performance, the arrangement serves as a pedagogical tool, offering
students experience in dynamic singing, phrasing, and ensemble blending.
Teachers benefit from an arrangement that reinforces fundamental choral
techniques while engaging students with music that is both relevant and
inspiring.

Related Works and Comparisons

While "Believe" remains a standout piece, it is part of a larger body of work
associated with *The Polar Express*. Other choral arrangements from the
film's score include "When Christmas Comes to Town" and "The Polar Express
Theme," which offer more intricate harmonies and SATB voicing. However, these
versions often require advanced singers and longer preparation times.

In contrast, Mark Hayes'’ 2-part arrangement of "Believe" fills a vital niche
by providing an approachable yet artistically satisfying option. This makes
it an ideal starting point for choirs aiming to incorporate cinematic music
into their repertoire without sacrificing musical quality.

The Cultural and Emotional Resonance of



"Believe"

At the heart of this choral octavo lies a universal theme: the power of
belief. The song’s lyrics and melody evoke a sense of wonder and optimism
that resonates during the holiday season. This emotional core is reflected in
the arrangement’s pacing and dynamics, inviting performers and listeners
alike to connect with the message on a personal level.

The song’s cultural impact is amplified by the enduring popularity of *The
Polar Express* film, which has become a holiday classic. By translating this
cinematic experience into a choral work, Silvestri, Ballard, and Hayes enable
choirs to participate in the storytelling tradition, creating memorable
performances that emphasize community and shared joy.

As a result, "Believe" serves not only as a musical piece but also as a
vehicle for fostering connection and celebration, making it a valuable
addition to choral libraries worldwide.
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