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**Elden Ring Bandit Guide: Mastering the Art of Stealth and Agility**

elden ring bandit guide — if you’re diving into the vast and treacherous
world of Elden Ring and are curious about the Bandit class, you’ve come to
the right place. The Bandit offers a unique and exciting playstyle, focusing
on stealth, dexterity, and critical strikes, making it a favorite for players
who enjoy striking from the shadows and outmaneuvering their foes. This guide
will walk you through everything you need to know about starting as a Bandit,
optimizing your build, and making the most of your skills throughout the
game.

Understanding the Bandit Class in Elden Ring

The Bandit in Elden Ring is characterized by high agility, stealth
capabilities, and a proficiency with ranged weapons like bows, as well as
quick melee attacks. Starting as a Bandit provides you with a balanced set of
stats geared towards Dexterity and Arcane, making this class ideal for
players who want to adopt hit-and-run tactics or engage enemies with
precision strikes.

Starting Gear and Stats

When you choose the Bandit class, your character begins with solid base stats
in Dexterity and Arcane, which directly impact your attack speed, damage
output with certain weapons, and stealth abilities. Your starting equipment
typically includes a dagger and a shortbow, both excellent for quick strikes
and ranged attacks.

- **Dexterity:** This is your primary stat, enhancing damage with bows,
daggers, and other finesse weapons.
- **Arcane:** Boosts stealth effectiveness and certain incantations.
- **Endurance and Vigor:** Moderate levels are necessary to maintain stamina
and health for survivability.

This combination creates a character that excels in swift, strategic combat
rather than brute force.

Building a Successful Bandit Character

To truly maximize the Bandit’s potential in Elden Ring, focusing on the right
stats, weapons, and armor is essential. Unlike tank-heavy classes, the Bandit



thrives by avoiding damage rather than absorbing it.

Key Stats for an Effective Bandit Build

- **Dexterity (Primary):** Aim to raise Dexterity early to improve your
damage output with bows, daggers, and katanas.
- **Arcane (Secondary):** Increasing Arcane enhances stealth capabilities and
helps with item discovery, which is crucial for finding rare loot.
- **Endurance:** Improving this stat allows you to wear slightly heavier
armor and wield better weapons without sacrificing mobility.
- **Vigor:** Don’t neglect health; staying alive with a balanced amount of
health points is vital, especially in boss fights.

A typical mid-to-late game Bandit build might look like this: high Dexterity
(40+), moderate Arcane (20+), Endurance around 20, and a reasonable
investment in Vigor (20-25).

Recommended Weapons and Why They Work

The Bandit's playstyle revolves around agility and quick strikes. Here are
some weapons that complement the class:

- **Daggers:** Fast attack speed and excellent critical damage. The Bandit’s
starting dagger is a reliable early weapon.
- **Shortbows and Longbows:** Perfect for engaging enemies at a distance and
softening them up before moving in.
- **Katanas:** Though requiring a higher Dexterity investment, katanas like
the Uchigatana offer a perfect blend of speed and damage.
- **Twinblades:** For players who want rapid combos and mobility.

Make sure to upgrade your weapons regularly to keep pace with the increasing
difficulty of enemies.

Armor Choices for Agility and Protection

Bandits benefit most from light to medium armor sets that allow for fast
rolling and dodging. Heavy armor will weigh you down and negate the class’s
primary advantage—mobility.

- **Recommended Sets:** The Leather Set, Black Knife Set, or any armor that
balances poise and light weight.
- **Talismans:** Equip items that boost stamina recovery, increase attack
power, or enhance stealth, such as the Green Turtle Talisman or the Radagon’s
Scarseal.



Mastering Combat Tactics as a Bandit

Playing as a Bandit means relying less on brute strength and more on
precision, timing, and stealth. Here’s how to make every encounter count.

Stealth and Ambush Strategies

One of the Bandit’s signature strengths is the ability to sneak past enemies
or perform devastating sneak attacks. Use the environment to your
advantage—hide behind walls, tall grass, or remain unseen by staying out of
enemy sight cones.

- **Backstabs:** Learning the timing for backstabs can turn the tide of
battle instantly. Approach enemies from behind and strike when they’re
unaware.
- **Poison and Bleed Effects:** Many weapons used by Bandits inflict status
effects like bleed, which can rapidly drain an enemy’s health over time.
Utilize weapons imbued with these effects or apply resin buffs.

Ranged Combat and Mobility

Using bows effectively allows Bandits to soften enemies from afar without
risking damage.

- **Hit and Run:** Shoot an enemy, then retreat to a safe distance. This
tactic works especially well against slow or heavily armored foes.
- **Positioning:** Always keep moving. The Bandit’s low defense means
standing still is often a death sentence.
- **Parrying and Dodging:** Master the timing of dodges to avoid heavy hits
and counterattack swiftly.

Utilizing Bandit-Specific Ashes of War and
Incantations

Elden Ring’s Ashes of War system lets players customize weapon skills, and
some are particularly suited for the Bandit’s playstyle.

Best Ashes of War for Bandits

- **Quickstep:** Enhances mobility and evasion, allowing you to dodge attacks
with greater ease.



- **Bloodhound Step:** A fantastic skill that teleports your character,
perfect for closing gaps or escaping dangerous situations.
- **Poison or Bleed Infusions:** Augment your weapons to inflict status
ailments that chip away at your enemies while you stay safe.

Stealth and Support Incantations

While Bandits are primarily physical fighters, certain incantations can
enhance survivability and reinforce stealth tactics.

- **Flame, Cleanse Me:** Removes poison and scarlet rot, helping you survive
environmental hazards.
- **Blessing of the Erdtree:** Provides healing over time, essential during
prolonged battles or exploration.
- **Stealth-Enhancing Spells:** Some incantations can increase your stealth
capabilities, making it easier to sneak past enemies or set up ambushes.

Where to Find Bandit-Friendly Gear and Upgrades

Exploring the world of Elden Ring thoroughly is key to finding gear that
complements the Bandit class.

Notable Weapon Locations

- **Uchigatana:** Found early in the game in the Deathtouched Catacombs, this
katana scales well with Dexterity.
- **Reduvia Dagger:** Dropped by an invader in the early game, it’s excellent
for bleed builds.
- **Black Bow:** Found in certain regions, great for ranged attacks with high
Dexterity scaling.

Armor Sets and Talismans

- **Black Knife Set:** Located in the Cave of the Forlorn, this armor
provides both stealth and mobility benefits.
- **Green Turtle Talisman:** Found near the Mistwood area, it boosts stamina
recovery, essential for continuous dodging and attacking.
- **Radagon’s Scarseal and Radagon’s Soreseal:** Increase Dexterity and
attack power but come with the drawback of increased damage taken, so use
them wisely.



Tips for Surviving as a Bandit in Elden Ring’s
Harsh World

The Bandit’s low defense means you need to be smart about engagements and
constantly on the move.

- **Know When to Retreat:** Don’t hesitate to back off and heal if a fight
isn’t going your way.
- **Use the Environment:** Narrow corridors, cliffs, and destructible objects
can be used to your advantage.
- **Upgrade Your Flask:** Prioritize Flask of Crimson Tears for health but
don’t neglect Flask of Cerulean Tears if you use FP-based items or
incantations.

Elden Ring’s Bandit is a class that rewards patience, skill, and tactical
thinking. By embracing stealth, agility, and precision, you can carve a path
through the Lands Between that few other classes can match. Keep
experimenting with weapons, Ashes of War, and strategies to find what best
suits your playstyle—there’s a lot of fun waiting for those willing to master
the Bandit way.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the best starting class for a bandit build
in Elden Ring?
The Bandit starting class is ideal for a bandit build in Elden Ring due to
its high Dexterity and Arcane stats, which benefit stealth and critical
attacks.

How can I effectively use stealth as a bandit in
Elden Ring?
To use stealth effectively, crouch to avoid enemy detection, move slowly in
tall grass, use Ashes of War or weapons that boost stealth, and aim for
backstabs or critical hits to quickly eliminate foes.

What weapons are recommended for a bandit playstyle
in Elden Ring?
Daggers, curved swords, and bows are recommended for bandit builds because of
their speed, stealth synergy, and ability to deliver critical hits.



How do I maximize critical damage with a bandit
build?
Maximize critical damage by investing in Dexterity and Arcane stats, using
weapons with high critical multipliers, applying Bleed effects, and mastering
backstabs and ripostes.

Which Ashes of War complement a bandit build in
Elden Ring?
Ashes of War like "Bloodhound's Step" for enhanced mobility and evasion, and
"Poison" or "Bleed" infusions to increase status effect damage, complement
the bandit build well.

What are some effective early-game strategies for
bandit players?
Early-game strategies include prioritizing stealth to avoid large enemy
groups, farming runes from isolated enemies, upgrading light weapons for
quick strikes, and exploring areas rich in status effect materials.

Additional Resources
Elden Ring Bandit Guide: Mastering the Stealthy Starting Class

elden ring bandit guide serves as an essential resource for players who want
to delve into the intricacies of the Bandit class in FromSoftware’s
critically acclaimed action-RPG, Elden Ring. Known for its vast open world,
intricate combat mechanics, and diverse character builds, Elden Ring offers
players a variety of starting classes, with the Bandit standing out for its
emphasis on stealth, dexterity, and ranged attacks. This guide takes a
professional and analytical look at the Bandit class, exploring its
attributes, playstyle, equipment, and progression strategies to help players
make the most of this unique starting option.

Understanding the Bandit Class in Elden Ring

The Bandit class in Elden Ring is tailored for players who prefer a tactical
approach to combat, leveraging speed, precision, and the element of surprise.
Unlike heavily armored warriors or magic-focused sorcerers, Bandits excel in
agility and stealth, making them ideal for hit-and-run tactics and ambushes.

Starting with a high Dexterity stat and proficiency in bows and daggers,
Bandits are naturally inclined toward ranged combat and quick melee strikes.
Their initial equipment includes a dagger, a shortbow, and light armor,



emphasizing mobility over defense. This makes early encounters in the Lands
Between a delicate dance of evasion and opportunistic attacks.

Attributes and Starting Stats

Analyzing the Bandit’s starting stats reveals its core strengths and
potential weaknesses:

Vigor: Moderate – provides decent health for early survival.

Dexterity: High – primary stat for increasing damage with bows and
daggers.

Endurance: Low to moderate – limits stamina and equip load, favoring
light armor.

Strength: Low – not ideal for heavy weapons or armor.

Mind: Low – minimal focus on FP (Focus Points), limiting magic use.

Intelligence and Faith: Low – restricting access to sorceries and
incantations initially.

This stat distribution underlines the Bandit’s role as a dexterous, stealth-
based fighter rather than a tank or caster.

Initial Equipment and Its Tactical Implications

Bandits begin their journey equipped with a dagger and shortbow, both of
which complement their stealth-oriented playstyle. The dagger allows for
quick, precise melee strikes, often critical hits when attacking enemies from
behind. The shortbow offers a reliable ranged option, enabling players to
thin out foes before engaging directly.

Light armor starting gear enhances mobility, allowing Bandits to dodge
effectively and maintain distance. However, this comes at the cost of lower
defense, making the Bandit vulnerable to heavy attacks or sustained damage.

Optimal Playstyles and Combat Strategies

Mastering the Bandit class requires an understanding of its strengths and
limitations in various combat scenarios. Players must balance stealth, ranged



attacks, and opportunistic melee strikes to maximize effectiveness.

Stealth and Ambush Techniques

Given the Bandit’s high Dexterity and equipment, stealth is a critical
component of the gameplay experience. Utilizing the environment to remain
undetected and initiating combat with backstabs or critical hits can turn
challenging encounters in the player’s favor.

Some key stealth strategies include:

Approaching enemies from behind or above to land critical strikes.

Using the shortbow to pick off isolated foes before alerting groups.

Exploiting tall grass, terrain, and shadows for concealment.

These techniques allow Bandits to conserve health and resources while
dismantling enemies efficiently.

Ranged Combat and Bow Mastery

The shortbow is the Bandit’s signature weapon for long-range engagements.
Unlike heavy crossbows or greatbows, the shortbow offers faster draw speed
and greater mobility. Players can use bows to:

Harass enemies from a distance, disrupting their formations.1.

Engage flying or ranged enemies safely.2.

Weaken bosses or mini-bosses before closing in for melee combat.3.

Investing points into Dexterity enhances bow damage and reduces stamina
consumption during attacks, reinforcing the Bandit’s ranged combat
proficiency.

Melee Combat and Weapon Progression

While the dagger is effective early on, its damage output can become
insufficient as enemies scale in toughness. Bandits should transition towards



more powerful Dexterity-scaling weapons such as katanas, curved swords, or
rapiers to maintain lethality in close quarters.

Upgrading weapons through smithing stones and infusing them with Dexterity-
based Ashes of War further amplifies damage and utility. Additionally,
Bandits can incorporate quickstep or parry techniques to offset their lower
defense, emphasizing skillful timing over brute strength.

Bandit Class Compared to Other Starting Classes

In the context of Elden Ring’s diverse roster, the Bandit offers a unique
blend of agility and precision. Compared to the Warrior or Knight classes,
which emphasize high Strength and endurance for heavy armor and weapons, the
Bandit prioritizes finesse and evasion.

The Mage or Prophet classes focus heavily on magic, which the Bandit
initially lacks but can supplement later through stat investment. This
flexibility allows Bandits to hybridize their build but requires careful
resource management and leveling decisions.

Pros and Cons of Choosing the Bandit

Pros:

High starting Dexterity enables effective damage with bows and
light weapons.

Stealth-oriented gameplay offers a tactical edge in many
encounters.

Light armor and fast movement allow for agile dodging and
positioning.

Good baseline for hybrid builds incorporating ranged and melee
combat.

Cons:

Low starting health and defense make early game risky.

Limited initial magic capability restricts versatility.

Requires more player skill for positioning and timing compared to
tankier classes.



These factors highlight the Bandit as a rewarding choice for players seeking
a more nuanced and skill-intensive style.

Leveling and Build Recommendations for Bandits

To maximize the Bandit’s potential, players should focus on specific
attributes and equipment upgrades throughout their journey.

Stat Prioritization

Dexterity: Primary focus to increase damage output with bows and
Dexterity-scaling weapons.

Vigor: Necessary to boost survivability as enemies grow stronger.

Endurance: Moderate investment to improve stamina and equip load,
enabling better armor and longer combat engagement.

Mind: Optional depending on use of FP-based skills or weapon arts.

Distributing points wisely between these stats allows Bandits to maintain
agility while improving durability.

Recommended Weapons and Ashes of War

Bandits should seek weapons that scale well with Dexterity, such as:

Katanas (e.g., Uchigatana, Nagakiba) for bleed buildup and fast strikes.

Curved swords for versatility and speed.

Rapiers for precise piercing attacks.

Infusing weapons with Ashes of War that enhance Dexterity scaling or add
stealth-related effects can complement the Bandit’s playstyle. Examples
include skills that boost critical hit damage or grant quickstep abilities.



Armor Choices and Mobility

Maintaining light to medium armor ensures that Bandits retain their
nimbleness. Overburdening with heavy armor compromises dodge roll speed and
stamina regeneration, which are critical for survival.

Prioritize armor sets that balance defense with weight, such as the Leather
or Brigand armor sets, which provide reasonable protection without
sacrificing mobility.

Endgame Viability and PvP Considerations

Bandits can remain competitive into the late game by adapting their gear and
tactics. Their stealth and speed-oriented combat style translates well into
PvP, where quick reflexes and strategic positioning often decide matches.

Players who master parrying, backstabbing, and stamina management can
outmaneuver heavier, slower opponents. However, Bandits must be cautious
against magic-heavy builds or enemies with high poise that can absorb quick
strikes.

The flexibility to incorporate ranged attacks and Dexterity-based weapon arts
gives Bandits an edge in both solo and multiplayer encounters, provided the
player invests time in skill refinement and gear optimization.

---

This elden ring bandit guide underscores the Bandit class’s unique role
within Elden Ring’s complex combat system. By embracing stealth, speed, and
precision, Bandits offer a compelling alternative to more straightforward
brute force or magic-centered approaches. With strategic leveling, weapon
selection, and tactical gameplay, players can unlock the full potential of
this agile and cunning class as they traverse the vast and perilous world of
the Lands Between.
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