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apollodorus library and hyginus fabulae two handbooks of greek mythology
hackett classics stand out as essential resources for anyone fascinated by
the rich tapestry of Greek mythology. These ancient texts, thoughtfully
translated and published by Hackett Classics, offer readers a comprehensive
and accessible gateway into the mythic stories that have shaped Western
literature, art, and culture for centuries. Whether you are a student, a
scholar, or simply a mythology enthusiast, these handbooks provide invaluable
insights into the gods, heroes, and legendary events that define Greek myth.

The Significance of the Apollodorus Library

The Apollodorus Library, often attributed to the ancient scholar Apollodorus
of Athens, is a cornerstone work in the study of Greek mythology. Despite
some debate over its true authorship, this compilation remains one of the
most systematic and thorough accounts of mythological tales from the heroic
age of Greece.

A Structured Mythological Encyclopedia

One of the remarkable qualities of the Apollodorus Library is its
encyclopedic nature. Unlike poetic retellings or fragmented narratives
scattered across various authors, this work organizes myths in a clear and
chronological manner. It covers:

e The origins of the cosmos and the genealogy of the gods

e The exploits of legendary heroes such as Heracles, Perseus, and Theseus

e The intricate web of relationships and conflicts among gods and mortals

This structure makes it an ideal reference for readers seeking a reliable and
straightforward source of classical mythology.



The Hackett Classics Edition: Accessibility Meets
Scholarship

The Hackett Classics edition of the Apollodorus Library enhances the text
with a modern, readable translation supplemented by helpful introductions and
notes. This makes it approachable for contemporary readers without
sacrificing scholarly rigor. The edition often includes annotations that
clarify obscure references, cross-references to other classical works, and
contextual explanations that enrich the reading experience.

Exploring Hyginus Fabulae: A Compendium of
Myths

Another gem in Hackett'’s lineup is the translation of Hyginus Fabulae. Gaius
Julius Hyginus, a Latin author from the Augustan age, compiled this concise
handbook that serves as a mythological dictionary or compendium. While
briefer than Apollodorus, Hyginus Fabulae is packed with summaries of myths
and genealogies that are invaluable for quick reference.

Concise Yet Comprehensive

Hyginus Fabulae covers a vast range of myths, including:



